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LET FREEDOM BE LI M TED BY LOVE

Sel ected Scriptures

PRAYER: Father, we do thank you for your grace, we thank yo
your goodness, we thank you for the incredible gift

given to us of the church of your word, of your pre

blood. And Father, this morning we come to that pa

worship where we open up your book, we ask for the

Holy Spirit, that we might look into it, we might u

it is you have to teach us this morning and that we

make it a permanent part of our lives, and we pray

name. Amen.

Well, | want to look this morning for the last time
of Christian liberty. It's been our summer series,
final installment, as it were. The gospel has much
being liberated, first from the kingdom of darkness
the effects of that darkness on our lives. Every o

sons and daughters of Adam. We were born already e

As David says in Psalm 51: Behold, | was brought forth in
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iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. That's why you



never have to teach your children how to bite, kick
or steal cookies. They come by that naturally. It

job to undo what comes by naturally. You see for u
natural and so is the enslavement of sin. So under

does not come easily to us.

Last time we looked at the model of Christian liber
Friesen lays out in his book "Decision-making and t
God." We looked at three of the five points that h
living out what is genuine Christian liberty. Firs
distinguish between matters of command and matters
What the scripture forbids explicitly or implicitly
forbidden. What the scripture commands is not up f
And we don't have to wonder whether or not Christia
includes not paying my taxes or dating a married pe
made his will clear in his word. We either obey or

against his will.

However, there are gray areas where scripture neith
forbids. In Paul's day, there was a great controve

the question of meat that had been offered up to id
meat often found its way to the marketplace afterwa
were Christians who were scandalized that anybody w

while other Christians had no problem with it at al
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scriptures were silent on this specific issue. It
commanded nor forbidden. So Paul used it as a work
how to treat areas where Christians differ. We cal
"matters of freedom,” and we saw them in past messa
identified meat once offered to idols as the premie

such a matter of freedom.

The second point that we looked at is that when we
area, we are to cultivate our own convictions. Rom
Let everyone man be fully convinced in his own mind
in these disputable matters, God fully expects us t
go to him, to examine our choices in the light of h

this is the key to understanding Christian liberty.

God says all of us are going to give an account of
those decisions Before God. Paul Says so directly

14:12. He says:

God. Paul is speaking about making these choices in gr

and he tells us those choices are not to be made on
what is expedient or what is easy, but on how God i
in each matter. Paul summarizes it all in Romans 1
this. He says:
esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinc

mind. He who observes the day, observes it to the
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does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not o
who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks
does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and give
For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to

he's saying is every choice you and | make, we make

The third point that he made is to allow one anothe
determine their own choices in disputable matters e
differ from yours. We said the devil loves to pit
against public schoolers, he loves to pit charismat
conservatives, Calvinists versus Arminians, hymn si
chorus singers. You name it. There are literally

in which the church either allows for a healthy div
insists that one size has to fit all. And this hap

fail to distinguish a principle from a command.

Here's how it happens. God convicts us; we become
of a principle, and subsequently that principle for

command. That's a good thing. That's the way this

work. The problem comes when we assume that what G

us with regard to a principle, that he obviously is
command that of everyone. That's exactly what the

and it creeps up on us effortlessly.
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Let me give you an example. Awhile back, | had a c
a mother of nine children about a PG-13 movie she w
kids go to see. She was extremely strict about mov
seen the movie, and it was perfectly fine, and we w
discussing it. And in the course of the conversati
came by and she was carrying a book, | said, "Hey,
reading?" She said, "Harry Potter.” "Oh," | said,
interesting." | said to Mom, | said, "You know, so
problem with the occult connections that are in Har
said, "Oh, that's ridiculous. That's silly. It's

It's completely harmless." Now, at this point -- t
happens all the time. At this point, | can "absolu
principle"” from Ephesians 5. That scripture says:

do with the fruitless deeds of darkness.

logical conclusion, | could say, okay, Harry Potter
That's not good. | could say "which part of Ephesi
understand? | mean wizards are doers of fruitless
darkness, aren't they? You're sinning." But you k
could say? She could quote Paul in 1 Corinthians 8
great pains to demonstrate that we are free to eat
idols and give back to me my very same argument. S
"how could Paul say in Ephesians 5, have nothing to
fruitless deeds of darkness, and then go on to say

to eat one of the main ingredients and one of that

onversation with
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deeds of darkness, meat that had been offered up to

Well, Paul explains how in 1 Corinthians 8:4. This
says. He says:
to idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the wo
there is no other God but one. For even if there a
gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are m
many lords), yet for us there is one God, the Fathe
all things, and we for him; and one Lord Jesus Chri

are all things, and through whom we live.

Well, it's pretty obvious, Paul's conscience is cle
principle is obvious, his freedom is secure, he is

in his own mind. So's my friend about the Harry Po
her, they were not a problem at all. Now, for you
well might be. See, our opinion might be the exact
hers, but scripture doesn't command us about Harry
God expects is our opinions to be shaped, molded, a
biblical principles. And we pointed out last time
operating principle of a healthy church is not unif
opinion but uniformity of relationship. That is wh
congregant is living an examined life, where opinio
established by evangelical or church culture or by

power in the church, but instead by an individual c

idols?"
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to please God in everything we do.

So we examine each disputable matter to see if it p
scriptural test. First, is it permissible? Then,
beneficial? Does it bless others? Does it build t
thank God for it? Does it glorify God? My answer
different than yours, and yes, both of us could be

us could be wrong.

But here's where things get interesting. Here's wh
and perhaps your spiritual health intersect. Remem
this is where God distinguishes between two differe
faith. We've spoken about that before. This is Ro
says: Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarrel
disputable matters. One person's faith allows them
anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats on
The one who eats everything must not treat with con
who does not, and the one who does not eat everythi
judge the one who does, for God has accepted them.
judge someone else's servant? To their own master,
or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able

stand.

Now, | mentioned before that Paul is speaking here
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faith, and for many, that term itself is a problem.
the language seems to connote the thought that God
one and displeased with the other. That's not so.

God accepts them both.

| used the analogy of a Dad giving his sons the key
car to try out. You know, the first son takes the

to the highway, he grinds through all of the gears,

the test. He's someone who represents strong faith
other son is so cautious, he just kind of nudges th

the road, he drives around the corner to the car wa
washes off any accumulated road grime because he do
mess up his Dad's car. He represents weak faith.
Father finds something good in both attitudes. The
brother understands the freedom that he has; the we
respects his dad so much that he doesn't want to ri
car, and Dad accepts them both. So it is with God.
comes to faith, he expects us to accept them both.
faith allows him to eat anything, but another, whos
eats only vegetables.
knows the depth of the freedom he has in Christ. A
faith is not nearly so fully developed. He is far

his position in Christ. He's the one who doesn't w

Dad's car. He's the one who can be seriously hurt.

One man's faith is fully developed.
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And this leads me to the two final points in Gary F
Point number 4, "Let your liberty be limited when n
love;" and 5, "Follow Christ as model and motivator
servanthood."” You see, it's one thing to talk abou
differences. It's one thing to understand the diff

a weaker and stronger brother and sister, to allow
freedom to determine their own choices when they di
but it is quite another thing to talk about allowin

to actually limit my freedom. Why should my freedo
somebody else? | mean, if you want to drive that c
hour only on sunny days, hey, go for it, feel free
why should | drive that way when I'm perfectly happ

as | can?

Well, here's the problem. What if my flat out driv
causes my cautious brother to see me and start driv
take chances that he never should have taken? What
driver mistakes my freedom as his and winds up driv

cliff?

Gary Friesen has a good analogy that drives home th
our freedom be limited, when necessary, by love. H
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knew he was in trouble but he also knew where a sho
he decided to take this shortcut, and it was right
archery field, and even though he knew it was dange
were people there, he decided to go for it, and he
across the field. He says he remembered thinking i
idea up until the point where he heard the "whoosh"
the gasp of the archers. He narrowly missed gettin
made this point. He said: The freedom of the arch
They were on a private course, they had paid their
were going by the rules, they were doing everything
should have, they had every right in the world to p
freedom to shoot their arrows until, until the mome
weaker person in the form of a little boy started s
their path. He had no business being there, but it

| mean, if that little boy had been shot, all of th

the archers had would have meant nothing, and they
guilty of Manslaughter. You see, the stronger clea
obligation toward the weaker. The same is true for

Christ.

Again, | want to repeat Martin Luther's treatise on
a Christian man, the statement that he made. He sa
man is a most free Lord of all, subject to none. A

is a most dutiful servant of all, subject to all.”
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simply in Romans 15:1, he said:
obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, a
ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for

build him up.

So Paul goes on to say, our personal freedoms can s

deadly weapon the enemy uses to destroy our weaker

sisters. In that same section of 1 Corinthians 8,
vigorously defending his right to eat meat that had
idols, we find Paul completely switching gears. Af
that idols are nothing at all, he goes on to say th
Corinthians 8, he says:
idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and t
being weak, is defiled. Food will not commend us t
no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if
take care that this right of yours does not somehow
stumbling block to the weak. For if anyone sees yo
knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he not b
his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idol
your knowledge, this weak person is destroyed, the
Christ died. Thus, sinning against your brothers a
their consciences when it is weak, you sin against
Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, | will

lest | make my brother stumble.
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Now, Paul here at first seems to contradict himself
starts out defending the right to eat this meat and
saying | will never eat this meat. To make matters
worse, if you go to 1 Corinthians 10:25, there's mo
there about this same topic. This is what Paul say
Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without rai
guestion on the ground of conscience. For "the ear
Lord's, and the fullness thereof.” If one of the u
invites you to dinner and you are disposed to go, e
set before you without raising any question on the
conscience. But if someone says to you, "This has
sacrifice," then do not eat it, for the sake of the
informed you, and for the sake of conscience -- 1 d
conscience, but his. For why should my liberty be

someone else's conscience?

See, what Paul is saying here is, in the light of t
limiting my freedom for the sake of a weaker brothe

the light of that, what he's saying is very simple.

use your head. Use common sense. Use your freedom

discretion, conditioned by circumstance.
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knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will not be e
his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idol
saying if anyone with a weak conscience says to you
offered in sacrifice," he says that changes everyth
was referring to here is the affect that my freedom
someone outside of my ability to enlighten or expla
perhaps who sees my actions without really knowing

what is behind them.

Let me put this in the context of alcohol. That mi
little more obvious. Paul is saying here the stron
sisters, you might have the freedom to enjoy a cock
of beer or something like that at home, but it's no
same as having it at a VFW picnic. You see, someon
have a strong conscience in this area, someone perh
problem with alcohol might see you enjoying your fr
having the benefit of knowing your fully convinced
conclude against his own conscience that what's acc
after all must be acceptable for him, and thus he i

"destroyed by your knowledge."

To further the analogy, let's say you're sitting at
and you're enjoying a steak, and the guy next to yo

announces: "This steak comes to you courtesy of the
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metaphysical society. They had this great big conv ention and they

offered up first to the spirit of the earth.” Well , you may know
that that's absolute nonsense. You may know it's b aloney. You may
be perfectly free to participate in this, but now, once again,
something has changed. Now a little kid is suddenl y streaking
across your archery range. Now it's up to youto b egin to hold

your arrows. Paul says: Then do not eat it, for the sake of the

one who informed you and for the sake of conscience -- 1 do not

mean your conscience, but his. For why should my | iberty be

determined by someone else's conscience?

| think what Paul is trying to communicate here is that this is
serious stuff. What Paul is doing here is he's put ting feet under
a verse that we quote all of the time, 1 Corinthian s 10:31: So
whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all to the

glory of God. See, if I'm eating or drinking or doing anything i

a public setting, | should be consciously thinking about the glory
of God, and consequently, a thoughtless display of Christian
liberty can produce in this weaker brother a stumbl ing block, a
stumbling block that produces a defiled conscience. My actions can
cause a weaker conscience to be wounded and a weake r brother to be
destroyed. It can cause my brother to sin; it can cause my sister
to fall. And when that happens, Paul says to the s tronger brother

or sister, you sin against Christ. That's pretty s erious.



You see, Gary Friesen points out that our conscienc
it is God's moral law for the individual even when

When we sin against our conscience, we sin directly
We choice self over what we think are God's prompti
they're not. Now, Paul says:
offered to idols."”

But he also says,

to stumble, | will never eat meat again."

In Romans 14:14, he says:
Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is
anyone who thinks it unclean. For if your brother
what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. B
do not destroy the one for whom Christ died. So do

you regard as good be spoken of as evil."

And so to boil down what he is saying, it's actuall

he says, if | can not control a false or incorrect
weaker brother might get from my action, then | won
will limit my freedom when necessary by love. You
young man, | would think long and hard about that m
standing in line for, or perhaps that music that is

my car. If I'm a young woman, | would think long a

how I dress, not only about the affect that it migh

e acts as though
it is wrong.
against God.
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but about the affect that it might have on a weaker
Lord. Romans 15:1 says:
bear with the failings of the weak, and not to plea

Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, an

Of course, the same is true for us adults as we eva

with our language, our leisure, and our liberty. W
ourselves, how many times have youngsters come on o
range? How many have taken our arrows because we d
really didn't care who got hurt. Galatians 5:13 sa

were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use

an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serv

For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: "You s
neighbor as yourself.”

love.

That leads to our fifth point which brings the whol
Christian liberty full circle. The fifth point is:

as model and motivator of servanthood. You know, w
when personal rights reign supreme, and the idea th
give those rights up even as a Christian, that idea
contrast to the spirit of this age. But, you know,

have no rights in the first place. We have nothing

Every one of us is a condemned prisoner who was par

sister in the

We who are strong have an obligation to
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mercy and grace alone. 1 Corinthians 6:19 says:
own, for you were bought at a price. So glorify Go
That price was the spotless blood of the Lord Jesus
loved us so much that while we were yet sinners, he

He is our model of freedom and liberty offered up f

Jesus Christ spoke the universe into existence. Co

says: For by him all things were created in heaven and on
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
authorities -- all things were created through him

he is before all things, and in him all things hold

There's the definition of freedom for you. Just tr

freedom that Christ enjoyed. Now try to imagine al

and strength and might and majesty helplessly pinne

the body of a little boy. That's the freedom that

you and for me.

You know, Philippians 2 tells us that even though h
very nature God himself, he didn't cling to that.
himself nothing, taking the very form of what? A's
who our model is. From baby to adult, he lived out
flawlessly. So much so that he made an astounding
Jewish leaders in John 8:46. He said this: he sai

you prove me guilty of sin?"

You are not your

d in your body.
Christ. He
died for us.
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make. Can you imagine anybody saying that? | mean
who could say that is either a flawless person or a
There's nobody else who could say that. | mean, co
Buddha, or Mohammed ever make such a challenge? We
wouldn't because they couldn't, and they never even
perfection. But Jesus did. And he was free to mak
because he was perfect. But he used his freedom to

was there for him any time he wanted it, but he cho

it.

When he was arrested in the garden, if you remember
the ear of one of the arresting officers. In Matth
describes what happened. It says this:

you came for, friend." Then the men stepped forwar
and arrested him. With that, one of Jesus' compani
his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of th
cutting off his ear. "Put your sword back in its p

said to him, "for all who draw the sword will die b

you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will a

disposal more than 12 legions of angels?

| just want to speak for a second about these angel
folks who saw those angels never lived to tell abou

saw. When wicked Sennacherib attacked God's people

, the only one
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of 185,000 soldiers, God sent one angel to deal wit
Corinthians 32 says: And
all the fighting men and the commanders and officer
the Assyrian king. One angel, one night, 185,000 dead.
Now, do you remember what Jesus just said? Jesus s
72,000 of those angels, the likes of which you and

even imagined, and there's 72,000, and they are jus

wink or a nod from Jesus or the Father to unleash t

Jesus said, "Do you not think | can call on my Father and he wi
not at once put at my disposal more than 12 legions

These creatures were quite capable of getting Jesus

he wanted, any moment he wanted it. But he didn't
freedom. And had he done so, you and | wouldn't be

Instead, Jesus said in verse 54:

be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?"

Jesus gave up that freedom in order to serve. He a
save. You know, just as he started out life asa b
freedom even to move, so he ended his life once aga
freedom to move. He was nailed hands and feet to t
purchased our freedom. And so he used his freedom
sacrifice. He is our model of what servanthood and

liberty is all about, and he asks us to limit our f

hit. 2

the Lord sent an angel, who annihilated
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And so my question for us this morning is, is he as
us? You know, we started this series talking about
back to Montana -- the Montana of 1883 -- in order
significance in their lives. | said, you know, you

go to Montana to find meaning. All you have to fin
They will provide all the opportunity and challenge

find meaning in life.

One of the critical components of what it means to
Christ, the church that Christ laid down his life f

and everything we've spoken about believers interac
believers over these last five messages and almost
and 15 and 1 Corinthians 8 and 9, they're all essen
meaningless if your church is not really a communit

have other people to deal with.

| recently spoke with a person who left the evangel
another denomination, and he told me quite frankly
"I don't like people." | sympathize with that a gr
said, "l don't like people,” he said, "l want to go
want to worship, and | want to go home." Very blun
honest. Problem is, that's not church. That's not

the church. In 1 John 4:19, God says this:

king too much of
families moving
to find

don't need to

d is people.

you need to

be the bride of
or is community,
ting with other
all of Romans 14
tially

y, if you don't

ical church for
why. He said,
eat deal. He
to church, |

t. Very

what God called

We love because he



first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hat
sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their

sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom
seen. And he has given us this command: Anyone wh

also love their brother and sister."

Now, Christian liberty is incredibly easy to accomp

vacuum, where you don't have to rub shoulders with

people you don't like, people who get on your nerve

when we have to work it out in the real world, but

counts. Anyone who loves God must also love their brother a

sister. That's not a suggestion from God, it is a command

You know, all of us like to think that we're going

these gigantic tests of faith, and if they come, th

them, if the government collapses, if the atheists

they come in and they demand we renounce Christ, we
"Oh, I'll stick up for Christ, | won't refuse.” Yo

here, that kind of test is not really likely to hap

real test, the real test of real Christian liberty

happen to all of us, and it happens almost every da

is this: Can we distinguish between matters of bib
and biblical freedom? Can we cultivate or own God-

convictions? Can we allow others the freedom to de
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own convictions even when they differ from ours? A

our freedoms when necessary by love?

See, if the Lord Jesus Christ is our model, our foc
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because the real test, the test that all of us are
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know, if Jesus who had every right to that sentimen
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people with nothing whatsoever in common other than
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powers, and principalities in the air as well as th
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pray.

Prayer: Father, | just -- again, | just want to pray for us
congregation, that we would have that power, that g
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might get us upset or angry or desirous of just tak ing off, give us

the ability to see a much bigger picture of what it is we're doing,
and give us the understanding that to love one anot her is not a
suggestion; it is a command. And | pray this in Je sus' name.

Amen.



