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Q&A

Q. 18. Wherein consists the sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell?

A. The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, consists in the guilt of 
Adam’s first sin, the want of original righteousness, and the corruption of 
his whole nature, which is commonly called original sin; together with all 
actual transgressions which proceed from it.



inheritance

● to all men

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to 
all men because all sinned (Romans 5:12 ESV)

● many were made

For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the 
many will be made righteous. (Romans 5:19 ESV)
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want

● none

None is righteous, no, not one; (Romans 3:10b ESV)

● old self/new self

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the 
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. (Colossians 3:9-10 ESV)



want

● old self/new self

to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful 
desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness 
of God in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:22-24 ESV)
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corruption

● from conception

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
    and in sin did my mother conceive me. (Psalm 51:5 ESV)

● flesh

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. (John 3:6 ESV)



corruption

● no fear

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Romans 3:18 ESV)

● cannot

For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 
Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. (Romans 8:7-8 ESV)



corruption

● children of wrath

among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. (Ephesians 2:3 ESV)
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transgressions

● continually

The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually. (Genesis 6:5 ESV)

● the heart

For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 
(Matthew 15:19 ESV)



good news

● for the ungodly

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a 
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love 
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by 
his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved 
by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received reconciliation. (Romans 5:6-11 ESV)


