
“The  Ties T hat Bin d!”

Hebrews 13:22-25

Introduction:

1. This Morn ing, We Com e To Th e End Of O ur Time In Th e Book O f Hebrews!

- Which H as Shown  To U s How M uch Better  The Lo rd Jesus C hrist Is To A nything & E verything T his

World Has Ever H ad To Offer!

- We Looked Last W eek At A Sort-Of Summary For The Bo ok:

- That Go d Has A  Grand D esign, And H as Implem ented T his Design T hrough Je sus Christ!

- For Peace / For Perfection / For Praise!

- But This Design Doesn’t Stop There!

- Not Only Are You Given A Relationship With God Through Jesus Christ – And Have Peace As

A Result!

- But You Are Also Given A Relationship With Others – So That You Are Part Of A Huge New

Family!

- And This Is The  Final Message W e Find In The B ook Of He brews!

2. A Bap tist Pastor In E ngland D uring The  1700's, P astor John  Fawcett, K new Abo ut The V alue Of T his

Great Christian Family Go d Has Given T o Us!

- He Was The Pastor Of A Small Church In Wainsgate England!

- And In 17 72, He W as Asked T o Go T o Lond on & P astor A La rge Churc h In That L arge City, &

Succeed  The Fa mous Pa stor, John G ill (The Sam e Church T hat Charles S purgeon  Wou ld

Eventually P astor)!  A Lar ge Church  / A Large C ongregatio n / A Large S alary!

- Pastor Fa wcett:

- Accepted  The Ca ll!

- Preached A Farewell Sermon!

- Wagon Loaded With He & His Wive’s Things - Ready To Go!

- As They W ere Hea ding Off, H is Church M embers, W ith Tears In T heir Eyes, B egged H im To S tay!

- “His wife said, “Oh John, John, I cannot bear this.” “Neither can I,” exclaimed the good pastor,

“and we will no t go! Unloa d the wago ns and put e verything as it was b efore.”

- They Staye d Until His D eath In 181 7, And W as Buried  In The C hurch Cem etery!

- Because Of T his, He Wro te The W ords:

- “Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love; The fellowship of kindred minds Is like

to that abov e!”

3. Christians Do Have Very Strong Ties That Bind Us T ogether!

- For The  Relationship  Between  Christians O ught To B e That O f A Close-K nit, Loving Fa mily!

- Hebrews Is Ended Showing How Close This Relationship Is, By Calling Them “Brethren!” 

(13:22)  / And, In T one, By W riting To T hem As B rothers & S isters In Christ!

- And We Learn, That One Of The Most Important Results To What Jesus Christ  Has Done For Us, Is To

Have A H eart For The C hristian Family He Has G iven Us!

- So W e Find H ere 4 “Tie s That B ind Our H earts In Christia n Love!”

- Read 13:22-25!

1. Do You Have A H eart For Counsel From Your Christian Family?

- 13:22 - “A nd I besee ch you, breth ren, suffer the wo rd of exho rtation: for I hav e written a letter unto  you in

few words!”

- These Are The Final Words In This Letter From A Loving Pastor To His People!

- Some O f What H e Had S aid Wa s Harsh &  Heavy!

- But, Now  He End s, Speaking  With T hem As Ju st Another M ember O f God’s Fa mily –

He Is Their Brother!  In Fact, He Is Our Brother, Too!

- In Tenderness &  Gentleness!

- IE: Shouldn’t T his Be H ow W e End O ur Conve rsations As W ell?

- He Give s Them A  Word  Of Enco uragemen t:

- “Suffer The  Word  Of Exho rtation!”

- “Suffer” - Endure!  What He Wrote In This Letter!

- What Made “The Word” Necessary To Be “Endured?”



- The Weight Of The Word!

- What H e Wro te Was Im portant!

- What H e Wro te Was D ifficult!

- Some Things Were Hard To Understand!

- Some T hings W ere Hard  To Ap ply!

- So, He Tells Them To “Endure” / “Suffer” Them!

- In Other Wo rds:

- Don’t Let The W eight Of The W ords:

- Crush You Like A Boulder!

- Let It Be A Boulder That Lifts You Up!

- To See Higher & Farther Into The Glory Of G od In Your Salvation!

- Let The Words Enco urage You!

- Don’t Let The W eight Of The W ords:

- Irritate You Like A Heavy Load!

- Complaining & Rebelling!

- Let It Be A Load Filled With What Is Refreshing & Nourishing & Necessary

For Yo ur Survival! 

- IE: Like Tho se Who  Carry Pitch ers Of W ater On T heir Head ! 

Realize Its Value!

- Let The Words Te ach You!

- Don’t Let The W eight Of The W ords:

- Be An Obstacle That You Want To Get Around!

- Let It Be A Landmark & A Monument To Climb!

- Seeing Its Impressive Size & Quality & Importance!

- Let The Words Challenge You!

- This Is How W e Ought To  Respond T o “The W ord Of Exho rtation” Found In H ebrews &

Throughout The Bible!

- Why?  Because It Is Also:

- A Word Of Purpose!

- It Was A  Letter W ritten “In Few W ords!”

- What Does This M ean?

- There Was So M uch More That Could H ave Been Written!

- But He Did Not Want To Over-Burden Them!

- And He  Wante d To B e To-T he-Point!

- He Didn’t Just Ramble On & On - He K new What They Need ed & He Gave It

To Them!

- This Is What God Does For Us Through The Bible!

- He Give s Us W hat Is Nece ssary!

- Though Much M ore Could Be Know n & Could Have B een Written!

- 2 Peter 1:3 - “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that

pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us

to glory and  virtue!”

- All The More Reason Why We Should Listen To The Word Of God!

- He Did Not Waste Any Words In The Bible!

- Every Word Is Filled With Precise Purpose & M eaning!

- In Order To Guide His Family, God Gave Us His Word!

- And We N eed To Listen T o It & Endure It - B ecause It Is Profitable For U s!

- Do You Have A Heart For God’s Counsel Through His Word?

- And Throug h His Messenge rs?

- The First Tie That Binds Us Together!  Listening To & Learning From The Word Of God!

2. Do You Have A H eart Of Care For Your Christian Family?

- 13:23 - “Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty; with whom, if he come shortly, I will see

you!”

- There W as Care In T his Christian Fa mily!



- A Model For Our Church!

- There W as Care Fo r Timoth y!

- There Was An Interest In His Situation!

- There Was Comm unication About His Situation!

- When You Care, You Will Communicate!

- There Was Care For Them!

- There Was A Desire For Them!

- A Letter Could Only Do So Much!

- There Was A Companionship With Them!

- When You Care, You Will Want Companionship!

- Is There Care In Our Christian Family – Our Church?

- Is There An Interest In One Another?

- That Leads To Comm unication?

- When You Care, You Will Communicate!

- Is There A Desire For One Another?

- That Leads To Companionship?

- When You Care, Yo u Will Want To See E ach Other!

- Do Yo u Have A  Heart O f Care For  Your C hristian Family?

- This Is The Second Tie That Binds U s Together!

- Living With A Care & Concern For Each O ther!

- Romans  12:15 - “R ejoice with the m that do re joice, and  weep with the m that weep !”

3. Do You Have A H eart Of Closeness With Your Christian Family?

- 13:24 - “Sa lute all them that ha ve the rule ov er you, and a ll the saints. They o f Italy salute you!”

- Saluting For The Jews Was Something That Displayed Honor, Respect & Importance!

- Jewish Leaders Wanted People To Salute Them First  - Out Of Their Pride!

- Jesus Even Warned Of This - Mark 12:38 - “And he said unto them in his doctrine,

Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and love salutations in the

marketpla ces!”

- Here, Saluting Is Still Something That Displayed Honor, Respect & Importance!

- But It Was T oward Each  Other, In A Subm issive Way Tha t Expressed A C lose

Relationship & A Sincere Live!

- This Closeness Is An Expectation!

- “Salute” - To  Draw N ear To  Yourself!

- Before, It Was A Physical Embrace - With A Gesture, Words, Embracing & Even

Kissing!

- Now, It M eans To  “Embra ce In Yo ur Heart!”

- The Expectation Is For You To Draw Closer To Each Other, As A Family – As Christian

Brothers & Sisters!

- Toward Those In Leadership!

- Toward Those In Yo ur Church!

- Toward Each Other!

- This Expectation Is A Command – To Do Whatever It Takes To Foster This Kind Of

Relationship With Those in Your Church!

- This Close ness Is An E ncourage ment!

- When You Embrace Your Own Church With Your Heart, Then You Can Embrace Other

Christians W ith Your H eart!

- What A n Encou ragement!

- To Know Other Christians & Churches Are Thinking Of & P raying For You!

- Their Hearts Were Drawn Toward Them & They Wanted Them To Know This & To Be

Encour aged B y It!

- This Is A Sp ecial Bon d With A ll Those W ho Are C hristians, And A  Part Of T his

Family!

- Do Yo u Have A  Heart O f Closeness W ith Your C hristian Family?

- This Is The Third Tie That Binds Us T ogether!



- Linking With Each Other, With Love, Respect & Submission!

4. Do You Have A H eart With Compassion For Your Christian Famiy?

- 13:25 - “G race be with  you all.  Amen !”

- This Is A Final, Tender, Loving Prayer & Desire!

- For God’s G race To B e Extended U pon Them , In All Of Its Goodness!

- Grace In A ll!

- A Desire For Their Complete Welfare!

- Physical, M aterial – Esp ecially, Spiritual!

- Grace Fo r All!

- Both Individually & As A Church!

- These Are T he Final Word s Of Hebrews!

- Reminds Us Of How Our M eetings & Conversations Should End!  No Matter How D ifficult The

Subject!

- Colossians 4 :6 - “Let your sp eech be a lway with grace , seasoned  with salt!”

- Do Yo u Have A  Heart O f Compa ssion For Y our Christian  Family?

- This Is The Fourth Tie That Binds Us To gether!

- Living One Another!

- And Desiring What’s Best For Each Other!

- And Showing That Love & Com passion Through Prayer!

Conclusion:

1. You A re Part O f A Family – A  Christian Fam ily!

- This Book Of Hebrews W as Written To You!

- At The Very End, The W riter Shows His Heart For You!

2. Do You H ave The Same Heart For O ne Another?

- A Heart F or Coun sel?

- This Is How We Learn!

- A Heart Of Care?

- This Is How We Live!

- A Heart For Clo seness?

- This Is How We Link!

- A Heart With Compassion?

- This Is How We Love!

3. Do These Ties Bind U s Together?

- Our Chu rch Ough t To Be  This Kind  Of Christian F amily!
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