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Main idea: the Lord urges us to flee from the wrath to come by urging us to flee to Christ, in Whom 
alone there is sure safety from that wrath. 

 

Introduction: good news that comes with a dreadful warning. Acts 17:24-31. Habakkuk 3:1-2. So, as we 
consider the command for repentance in light of Genesis 19, we are keen to know whether or not there 
can be mercy. None of us have righteousness of our own. None of us could withstand, in ourselves, a 
judging of the world in righteousness. But—praise God!—what we find in this passage is mercy in the 
midst of judgment. 

1. The cause of mercy. v16 is a beautiful snapshot of the fact that the cause of mercy is in the Lord 
Himself. Lot—who has brought so much of this upon himself, despite having a soul that trusts in 
Christ for eternal salvation and that is tormented by evil—is now lingering (can you imagine?!). 
There is nothing in Lot himself that could be the cause of mercy. He is doing the very thing for 
which his wife is about to be righteously judged. But the Lord is simply merciful. That is the cause 
of His mercy to some, or else we would all be condemned. 

2. The command of mercy. In v12, and then on Lot’s lips in v14, and then again in v15, and then v17, 
and then v22… over and over again, we see the urging to flee the wrath to come. This was the 
great cry of John the baptizer, as he was preparing the way for the Lord Jesus, and it is a command 
of mercy. Flee the wrath to come! Do you not know that there is wrath coming? Not merely upon 
one nation or another but upon this entire wicked world that must be burned with fire and created 
anew—and especially upon the devil and his angels, and all people who are not united to Christ by 
faith, all of whom will be thrown forever into what Scripture calls the Lake of fire. 

3. The compelling of mercy. Sometimes there are those who have heard, and whom God is saving, 
but who are sluggish to do so—even after repeated and urgent commands. And yet God, in His 
mercy, brings them by some compelling providence—a picture of which we have in v16. The Lord 
here, appearing as these two angels, literally drags Lot, his wife, and his two daughters, by the 
hand outside the city! O, that the Lord would show such mercy to us—and to all our dear ones—
who have heard the gospel but are slow of heart to leave this world’s pleasures and purposes 
behind! 

4. The commitment of mercy. When v29 summarizes this great judgment, it summarizes it primarily 
as a demonstration of mercy, and it tells us the mechanism by which the justice of God is satisfied, 
while the mercy of God is exercised: God remembered Abraham. Of course, the promise about 
Abraham is first and foremost a promise about his Seed, Jesus Christ, that offspring through Whom 
all of the families of the earth will be blessed. There is one God and one Mediator, the Man Jesus 
Christ. There is no other Name given under heaven by which one may be saved. Salvation is in Him 
alone—cling to Him! For, when the day of overthrow comes, God will remember the Lord Jesus 
Christ and all of those who are united to Him.   

 

Conclusion: Romans 8:32-34. The Lord will not forget Christ in the day of judgment, for He is the Judge. 
Trust in Him!  


