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[. The Humility of Christ (v7:53-8:2)

Philippians 2:5-8 Have this mind among
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who,
though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being
found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth.

1 John 1:1 & 2 That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and
have touched with our hands, concerning the
word of life—2 the life was made manifest, and
we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to
you the eternal life, which was with the Father
and was made manifest to us—

A. Humility in simplicity.

Matthew 8:20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”

2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sake he became poor, so that you by his
poverty might become rich.

B. Humility in service.
John 6:38 & 39 For | have come down from

heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him
who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who

sent me, that [ should lose nothing of all that he
has given me, but raise it up on the last day.
Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man came not to
be served but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”

Luke 4:43 but he said to them, “I must preach the
good news of the kingdom of God to the other
towns as well; for [ was sent for this purpose.”
Matthew 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.

Proverbs 8:17 I love those who love me, and
those who seek me diligently find me.

[I. The Testing of Christ (v8:3-6a)
A. The accusers = Pharisees

John 7:1 After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He
would not go about in Judea, because the Jews
were seeking to kill him.

Matthew 16:1 And the Pharisees and Sadducees
came, and to test him they asked him to show
them a sign from heaven.

Matthew 19:3 And Pharisees came up to him and
tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce
one’s wife for any cause?”

B. The accused = Woman taken in adultery

Deuteronomy 22:22 “If a man is found lying with
the wife of another man, both of them shall die,
the man who lay with the woman, and the
woman. So you shall purge the evil from Israel.

C. The motivation = Hatred of Jesus
John 7:25 Some of the people of Jerusalem

therefore said, “Is not this the man whom they
seek to kill?



John 7:32 The Pharisees heard the crowd
muttering these things about him, and the chief
priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him.
John 7:45-48 The officers then came to the chief
priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why
did you not bring him?” 46 The officers
answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 47
The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also
been deceived? 48 Have any of the authorities or
the Pharisees believed in him?

Mark 12:13 And they sent to him some of the
Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him
in his talk.

Mark 12:18 And Sadducees came to him, who say
that there is no resurrection. And they asked him
a question, saying,

Mark 12:28 And one of the scribes came up and
heard them disputing with one another, and
seeing that he answered them well, asked him,
“Which commandment is the most important of
all?”

D. The dilemma = Show mercy and still uphold
the Law

Exodus 20:14 “You shall not commit adultery.
Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come
to abolish them but to fulfill them.

Matthew 5:27 & 28 “You have heard that it was
said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” 28 But I say
to you that everyone who looks at a woman with
lustful intent has already committed adultery
with her in his heart.

Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and
to save the lost.”

John 3:17-19 For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him. 18
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the
light has come into the world, and people loved
the darkness rather than the light because their
works were evil.

[II. The Wisdom of Christ (v8:6b-8)
A.Jesus wrote on the ground.

Jeremiah 17:13 O Lord, the hope of Israel, all
who forsake you shall be put to shame; those
who turn away from you shall be written in the
earth, for they have forsaken the Lord, the
fountain of living water.

Exodus 23:1 & 2 “You shall not spread a false
report. You shall not join hands with a wicked
man to be a malicious witness. 2 You shall not
fall in with the many to do evil, nor shall you
bear witness in a lawsuit, siding with the many,
so as to pervert justice,

Hebrews 4:12 & 13 For the word of God is living
and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of
joints and of marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no
creature is hidden from his sight, but all are
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom
we must give account.

B. The accusers torment.

Revelation 12:10 And I heard a loud voice in
heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser
of our brothers has been thrown down, who
accuses them day and night before our God.
Zechariah 3:1 Then he showed me Joshua the
high priest standing before the angel of the Lord,
and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse
him.

Romans 8:33 & 34 Who shall bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34
Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who
died—more than that, who was raised—who is
at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us.

C. Jesus stood and spoke.

Ecclesiastes 3:7 a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
Zechariah 3:2 And the Lord said to Satan, “The
Lord rebuke you, O Satan! The Lord who has
chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand
plucked from the fire?”

Deuteronomy 17:6 & 7 On the evidence of two
witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to
die shall be put to death; a person shall not be
put to death on the evidence of one witness. 7



The hand of the witnesses shall be first against
him to put him to death, and afterward the hand
of all the people. So you shall purge the evil from
your midst.

D. Jesus again wrote on the ground.

Exodus 40:20 He took the testimony and put it
into the ark, and put the poles on the ark and set
the mercy seat above on the ark.

John 1:17 & 18 For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only
God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him
known.

IV. The Words of Christ (v8:9-11)
A. Words of conviction.

Matthew 12:29 Or how can someone enter a
strong man’s house and plunder his goods,
unless he first binds the strong man? Then
indeed he may plunder his house.

John 16:8-11 And when he comes, he will
convict the world concerning sin and
righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin,
because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and
you will see me no longer; 11 concerning
judgment, because the ruler of this world is
judged.

B. Words of forgiveness.

Deuteronomy 19:15 “A single witness shall not
suffice against a person for any crime or for any
wrong in connection with any offense that he has
committed. Only on the

Matthew 9:5 & 6 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your
sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6
But that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said
to the paralytic—"Rise, pick up your bed and go
home.”

1 Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I want you to
understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of
God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can
say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.
Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Romans 1:16 & 17 For I am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

John 1:17 For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
Romans 5:21 so that, as sin reigned in death,
grace also might reign through righteousness
leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.



