The Canons of Dort (1619)

Third and Fourth Heads of Doctrine (The Corruption of Man, His Conversion to God, and the Manner
Thereof)

LORD’S DAY #37

REJECTION OF ERRORS
The true doctrine having been explained, the Synod rejects the errors of those:

Paragraph 8

Leader: Who teach: That God in the regeneration of man does not use such powers of His omnipotence as potently and
infallibly bend man’s will to faith and conversion; but that all the works of grace having been accomplished, which God
employs to convert man, man may yet so resist God and the Holy Spirit, when God intends man’s regeneration and wills to
regenerate him, and indeed that man often does so resist that he prevents entirely his regeneration, and that it therefore
remains in man’s power to be regenerated or not.

People: For this is nothing less than the denial of all the efficiency of God’s grace in our conversion, and the
subjecting of the working of Almighty God to the will of man, which is contrary to the apostles, who teach that we
believe according to the working of the strength of his might (Eph. 1:19); and that God fulfills every desire of goodness
and every work of faith with power (2 Thess. 1:11); and that his divine power hath granted unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3).

Paragraph 9

Leader: Who teach: That grace and free will are partial causes which together work the beginning of conversion, and that
grace, in order of working, does not precede the working of the will; that is, that God does not efficiently help the will of
man unto conversion until the will of man moves and determines to do this.

People: For the ancient Church has long ago condemned this doctrine of the Pelagians according to the words of the
apostle: So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that hath mercy (Rom. 9:16).
Likewise: For who maketh thee to differ? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? (1 Cor. 4:7). And: For itis
God who worketh in you both to will and to work, for his good pleasure (Phil. 2:13).



