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Learning to Do Good Deeds 
to Meet Pressing Needs



Learning to Do Good Deeds 
to Meet Pressing Needs

Session 1 - Friday Evening
Hearing the Call as We Worship to Love Mercy

Session 2 – Saturday Morning
Emphasizing the Vital Role of Deacons in Mercy

Session 3 – Saturday Morning
Developing a Congregational Approach to Mercy

Session 4 – Lord’s Day Evening
Bringing Forth the Sabbath Fruits of Mercy



Learning to Do Good Deeds 
to Meet Pressing Needs

Titus 3:14

Our people must also learn 
to engage in good deeds 
to meet pressing needs, 

so that they will not be unfruitful.



Learning to Do Good Deeds 
to Meet Pressing Needs

Developing a Congregational 
Approach to Mercy



D
ea

co
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

C
on

gr
eg

at
io

n

Ideas for Developing
Diaconate Organization 

& 
Congregational Cooperation
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Remember They are an Arm of the Body, 
not a Replacement for the Church

Work with the Agency; 
Do Not Just Send People to It

Example of a Partnership
Men with a Mission



Men with a Mission

Personal Mentoring 

Scriptural Grounding 

Vocational Training

Congregational Living

Transitional Planning 
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Further Ideas

Praying Regularly for the Deacons & Their Work

Highlighting Great Work Already Being Done

Assigning Specific Responsibility w/ Accounting

Having Ongoing Training & Coordination in Mercy

Surveying and/or Visiting Folks with Elders 
to Assess Gifts and Their Service in the Church



Avoid the “God-Complex” 
(or “Extreme Takeover”)

Defined to be “a subtle and unconscious sense of superiority 
in which they believe that they have achieved their wealth 

through their own efforts and that they have been anointed
to decide what is best for low-income people, 
whom they view as inferior to themselves.” 

-Steve Corbett & Brian Fikkert, When Helping Hurts, p. 65

We are not to be messiahs!
Recall Christ’s words in Luke 4:18,
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 

because He anointed Me
to preach the gospel to the poor.”



True Compassion
Read & Discuss Luke 10:25-37

As Jesus tells this story, who are the true villains in it?  Read 
Leviticus 19:34 and Deuteronomy 14:27-29. Discuss why the 
neglect of the hurt man by the first two men was especially 
grievous.

Look again at verse 25. What was the man’s original question? 
According to verse 29, what was he wanting to do? At first 
glance, how might Jesus’ answer and his final command appear 
to be encouraging this direction? Yet how does further 
reflection on the story he tells show us this is not the case? 
Look up Exodus 22:21.  How might this help in understanding 
this story?

In Ministries of Mercy, Tim Keller says, “The poor and needy are a 
test.  Our response to them tests the genuineness of our 
____________.” What do you think goes in the blank?  Why? 
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