
 

EXPOSITION OF ISAIAH 

 

Message #56                                                                                                            Isaiah 40:12-31 

 

It used to be that the church had a high and holy and lofty view of the Sovereignty and Majesty 

of God.  But that view of God is not found in many places today.  A. W. Tozer in his book The 

Knowledge of the Holy: The Attributes of God said, “The church has surrendered her once lofty 

concept of God and has substituted for it one so low, so ignoble as to be utterly unworthy of 

thinking, worshipping men.”  He then goes on to say that with this loss of the sense of God’s 

“majesty has come further loss of religious awe and consciousness of the divine Presence.  We 

have lost our spirit of worship and our ability to withdraw inwardly to meet God in adoring 

silence.  The words ‘Be still and know that I am God’ mean nothing to the self-confident, 

bustling worshiper …” (pp. 6-7). 

 

There are people who do not like the doctrine of the sovereignty of God.  In fact, there are those 

who hate this doctrine.  However, those who are truly wise and worshipful love it.  Wise people 

know that the sovereignty of God is that which can give you comfort and hope when you are  

up against seemingly insurmountable odds.  When the world is falling apart and your personal 

world is caving in, you won’t find much comfort in your surrounding circumstances or in 

yourself, but there is plenty of comfort to be found in the sovereignty of God. 

 

That was exactly the point of Isaiah when he wrote this section of Scripture in Isaiah 40. 

What Isaiah wanted Israel to realize was that: 

 

ISRAEL MAY BE   COMFORTED   BY KNOWING THAT THEY ARE RELATED TO 

A SOVEREIGN, MAJESTIC AND OMNIPOTENT GOD WHO WILL ONE DAY SAVE 

THEM, STRENGTHEN THEM, AND RESTORE THEM. 

 

This same message is also a great comfort to us who live in this Church Age.  We who are 

believers are also related to the same sovereign God who is the same yesterday, today and 

forever. 

 

In the next chapters, Isaiah is intent on comforting God’s people by letting them know they are 

related to a powerful and sovereign God. 

 

The specific eschatological time when God will restore His nation Israel will be after the 

Tribulation and what this section does is show that God has all power to do the things described 

in the Tribulation. 

 

There are some who read the amazing predictions in Scripture (i.e. Isaiah 40:4) and spiritualize 

them and allegorize them because apparently they just don’t know how powerful and how 

sovereign our God truly is.  When God says He will split apart the sky and remove mountains 

and islands, some don’t realize that God is an all powerful sovereign God who will do just that 

(Revelation 6:14). 

 

 

 



 

Now in this section a series of questions are asked which are designed to show how sovereign 

and how magnificent and powerful God truly is: 

 

QUESTION #1 – Who is capable of even   measuring   anything God does?  40:12 

 

God has created things which we cannot even measure.  Who can measure all the waters God has 

created?  Who can measure the heavens that have been marked off by God?  Who can calculate 

the dirt and dust in the world?  Who can weigh mountains and hills?  The answer, of course, is 

no one can do this.  This is the point - God has made things men cannot even measure.  God is a 

sovereign God and there isn’t a man who has ever lived who can even measure a fraction of what 

God does.  J. Vernon McGee said every time he read this verse he felt like singing “How Great 

Thou Art” (Isaiah, Thru the Bible, Vol. 3, p. 286). 

 

QUESTION #2 – Who is able to   direct   God’s Spirit?  40:13a 

 

The Hebrew word “direct” is one that means to measure, to examine and to weigh (William 

Gesenius, Hebrew Lexicon, p. 864).  The noun “Spirit” may refer to the Holy Spirit and it also 

may refer to the Spirit and mind of God.  Either way the point is the same.  Only God is able to 

examine and weigh and measure and direct what He and His Spirit are doing. 

 

In fact, when Jesus Christ was here He told even His own apostles that they had no idea what  

the Spirit of God was doing or where it was going.  He said the Spirit of God works like the  

wind and does what it wants and all we see are the results.  He said this in the context of one 

being born again (John 3:8).  Who on this earth can direct God’s Spirit to do anything?   

 

QUESTION #3 – Who is able to act as God’s   counselor  ?  40:13b 

 

The word “counselor” is one that refers to one who is able to give prudent and wise counsel  

in accordance with the purposes of God (Ibid., p. 647).  This is what a real counselor that will  

be honored by the Lord truly does.  He gives wise counsel in light of Scripture.  Now Isaiah’s 

point here is, who is able to give wise, prudent counsel to Almighty God?  He is the One who 

gives us counsel, we don’t give Him counsel.  The Apostle Paul picked up on this very point 

(Romans 11:34).  God’s work is unsearchable and unfathomable and no finite sinful counselor 

can offer one bit of knowledge to God. 

 

QUESTION #4 – Who is able to act as God’s   teacher  ?  40:14 

 

Who is it that can give any understanding to God about anything?  Who is it that God may 

consult with to give Him more knowledge about anything?  Who can teach Him?  Who can  

give Him information?  Who can God consult with on matters of justice?  He is the Creator  

of all things.  He planned them, He designed them, and He made them. 

 

There is not a person on this earth who can claim that they can teach God anything.   

God does not need a counselor or teacher.   

 

 

 



MAJESTIC SOVEREIGN REALITIES ABOUT GOD.  40:15-17 

 

Now after asking these questions, Isaiah makes a series of majestic observations which are 

designed to comfort God’s people, who are surrounded by intimidating things and powers: 

 

Observation #1 - The   nations   are nothing but a drop in a bucket.  40:15a 

 

God views nations as nothing more than a speck of dust on scales, which means He determines 

what they are worth and what He will do with them.  He can scatter them and sift them like dust. 

 

Observation #2 - The   islands   are lightweight things that God picks up.  40:15b 

 

God says the islands are like a lightweight nothing in My hands.  I pick them up like a handful of 

dust and do what I want with them. 

 

Observation #3 - God can   burn     up   anything He wants.  40:16 

 

God has charge over forests and animals, including the rich area of Lebanon.  But all of the wood 

and all of the animals would be an insignificant sacrificial burnt offering to Him.  God can burn 

up anything at anytime. 

 

Observation #4 - God considers   all   nations to be nothing and meaningless.  40:17 

 

Do not miss this, Mr. President of the United States.  God considers all nations to be nothing. 

The only time a nation means something to God is when it honors God.  Nations that do not 

know God or honor God are nothing to God. 

 

QUESTION #5 – To whom or to what will you   liken   God?  40:18-20 

 

Moses told the children of Israel that when God appeared to them, they saw no form but only 

heard His voice (Deut. 4:12, 15).  Now if you did not see a form of God, what possibly could 

man build that would reflect God?  What is it that you could possibly make, invent or ever 

compare to God?  Do you honestly think that anything that man could ever make would be like 

the God who created the heavens and the earth and everything in them?  There is nothing that 

you can compare to God.   

 

In fact, Isaiah shatters the idea of being able to compare something to God by bringing up the 

subject of idols (40:19-20).  Idols were designed by some craftsman who used silver and gold  

to cover some type of wood.  They would search out the best trees to cut and then get a skilled 

craftsman to make the idol.   

 

So God’s point is, idols are nothing more than things made of God’s materials and made by  

men created by God.  Who made the trees?  Who gives the gold and the silver?  Who gives the 

craftsmen their abilities?  The answer is God. 

 

You can take the best materials and the best craftsmen and both were made by God, so there is 

nothing man could even design or build that would be like Almighty God. 

 



QUESTION #6 – Have you not   known   about God from the beginning?  40:21-24 
 

Isaiah has just as John Calvin said, “ridiculed the stupidity and madness” of the Gentile world 

and now He turns His attention to Israel (John Calvin, Isaiah, Vol. 8, p. 224).  We may notice 

that the pronoun “you” is repeated four times in verse 21.  This pronoun refers to   Israel  . 

Now we get a glimpse here as to what the early courses in theology presented to Israel. 

These were things God made known about Himself from the beginning; things the people  

of Israel knew and were taught about God: 

 

Fact #1 - God’s home is high above the   circle   of the earth.  40:22a 

 

This is an amazing statement because it is revealed by God that there is sphericity to the earth. 

During the days of Christopher Columbus the scientists taught the earth was flat.  It is a shame 

that most of them didn’t read the Bible, for only God knew what shape the earth was because He 

created it.  This statement came from Isaiah long before satellites and spacecraft could actually 

look down on the earth.  Only God knew that the earth was circular and He reveals it right here.   

 

Fact #2 - When compared to God all the   inhabitants   of the world are but grasshoppers.   

                    40:22b 

 

Years ago there was a program called “Kung Fu” which was the story of a guy who learned 

Kung Fu from a master martial artist.  The master would call the student “grasshopper.”  

Compared to God we are all grasshoppers.  He can direct us, use us and squash us for His 

purposes. 

 

Fact #3 -God’s heaven is a vast   heaven   that can house a vast number of people.  40:22c 

 

We all live under the vault of God’s heaven.  Billions of people every day look up into God’s 

heaven.  Notice the comparison of God and man.  To God the heavens are nothing more than a 

curtain and He lays it out like a tent.  It is as easy for God to handle the universe like we would 

handle a curtain or tent. 

 

Fact #4 - God can make   nothing   out of political and judicial rulers.  40:23-24 

 

God is a sovereign God over every political leader who rules and governs.  Compared to Him 

they are nothing.  God can raise them up and blow them away.  He can plant them in their office 

and then cause them to wither very quickly.  

 

Some leaders seem to dazzle the masses of people.  They have their pomp and circumstance and 

they think they really accomplished it, when in fact, it was God who did it and He can take them 

out just as quick as He raised them up. 

 

QUESTION #7 – To whom do you liken God?  40:25-26 

 

Isaiah again repeats the question of verse 18 to make his point.  The answer is no one is like 

God.  God is in a category all by Himself.  No one has His power and His might and His 

authority. 

 



 

Years ago someone posed this question to students of theology - “What is it that you have seen 

that God has never seen?”  The answer is - God has never seen His equal and we see ours every 

day. 

 

Look at the stars that have been created by God.  Think about the fact that God leads all heavenly 

hosts and calls them all by name.  There is not one missing.  The cosmological argument is a 

strong argument. 

 

There are those sentimentalist artists who try to conceptualize and paint some picture of Jesus 

Christ.  In all reality, they are trying to compare God to something they paint.  There was an old 

Scottish philosopher who said many years ago, “Men never thought of painting a picture of Jesus 

until they had lost His presence in their hearts” (Cited from Dr. McGee, Ibid., p. 286). 

 

QUESTION #8 – Why does Israel say God does not see her or care about justice for her?  

                                  40:27-31 

 

Now we get at the real heart of this text which is designed to bring great comfort to Israel. 

We may observe that Isaiah uses a combination of “Jacob and Israel” (v. 27) here, which means 

he is referring to all twelve tribes.  In chapters 40-49, Isaiah will use this combination some  

  16   times (40:27; 41:8, 14; 42:24; 43:1, 22, 28; 44:1, 5, 21, 23; 45:4; 46:3; 48:1; 49:5-6).   

 

At the time Isaiah was writing, Israel was under the threat of the Assyrians and would come 

under the captivity of the Babylonians. 

 

God says to Israel, don’t you know you have Me, Almighty God, on your side.  There are six 

knowledge facts God wanted Israel to have: 

 

(Knowledge Fact #1) - I am the   everlasting   God, I am Jehovah, and I am the Creator of all the  

                                         earth.  40:28a 

 

(Knowledge Fact #2) - I do   not   become tired or weary.  40:28b 

 

God says, I never grow weary or tired of caring for My people.  I never relax.  I am always 

monitoring and governing and guarding My own. 

 

(Knowledge Fact #3) - What I know and   understand   is inscrutable.  40:28c 

 

You may not understand exactly what I am doing, but you may be certain I do know. 

 

(Knowledge Fact #4) - I give   strength   to the weary.  40:29a 

 

I will always strengthen My weary people who look to Me. 

 

(Knowledge Fact #5) - I increase   power   to those who lack it.  40:29b 

 

 

 



 

(Knowledge Fact #6) - I can give new strength and   stability   to those who are weary.   

                                          40:30-31 

 

Notice carefully it is those who turn to the Lord and wait on the Lord who get these blessings. 

How is it possible to never grow weary and to run and not get tired?  How is it possible to mount 

up with wings like eagles? 

 

The answer is to have Almighty God on your side.  Those related to God can wait on God and 

know that they are related to a sovereign, majestic, powerful God who can do wonderful things 

with them and for them. 

 

 

 

PRACTICAL LESSONS: 

 

1.  Everything you and I will ever be able to know about God will be found in what God has 

        revealed in the sixty-six books of the Bible. 

 

2.  God knows every difficulty and every storm that every one of His people go through, and  

        one of the best things we can do when in the storms is not to whine or complain or grumble 

        but to learn more of God and about His greatness. 

 

3.  God expects His people to do their part and then He will enable and empower them to have  

        the victory. 

 

4.  The best counseling on every subject is counseling from God which means the best 

        counseling book in the world is the Bible. 


