Past or Tom Mortenson

Grace Fellowship Church, Port Jervis, New York
November 11, 2018

| DOP Sunday

Sel ected Scriptures
Prayer: Father, we just again thank you for your goodness,
grace, the fact that you have overcome evil with go

good, the Lord Jesus Christ, and we thank you for t

Lord, today is the day that we want to focus on our

sisters who are living under persecution and the ne

prayer for them. And so | pray today, Lord, as we

word, as we look into it, as we discuss what the pe

is going through that you would give us a renewed s

to support them in prayer and to understand just ho

role in prayer is, and | pray this in Jesus' name.

Well as | said, this Sunday is IDOP Sunday. "IDOP,
International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Chur
Sunday is really about two very distinct, very crit
the church is called to: one is prayer, and the ot
persecuted church. This is kind of the Sunday wher
put both of them together. It is a day where we tu
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acknowledging Christ. And so this morning | basica
revisit the teaching on IDOP that | give every year
essentially a yearly report of our commitment to th
church just kind of updated for where we are today.
that, I'm going to kind of give a state of the chur
how we're doing so far, and so bear with me if you'
all before, but | want to start it by restating the
pronouncement. This is what they state. They say
International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Chur
global day of intercession for persecuted Christian
Its primary focus is the work of intercessory praye
action on behalf of persecuted communities of the C
We also encourage prayer for the souls of the oppre

nations that promote persecution, and those who ign

You know we need a day like today because we are ea

from this task. There's the persecuted church who
needs our prayer and then there's us who desperatel
how to pray. And to do that we first need to under
critical importance of what it means to pray for th
church, and so this morning | want to start out by
same gquestion that | addressed a year ago. It's a
guestion that has to do with the whole idea of pray

should 1? | mean especially that applies to us bec
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Grace, we put an enormous stock into the sovereignt
| mean we believe that God controls every single mo
universe including the lives of the saints and thei
and so if we believe that God's not walking around
his nails hoping things are just going to work out
begs a very important question. The question is th
truly is sovereign, why does he need us to pray for
other side of the world? | mean why can't we just
the Lord's prayer that covers it all? | mean why ¢
thy kingdom come, thy will be done

after all it is his kingdom and ultimately it's his

can we imagine that a sovereign God is somehow stop

tracks by our failure to pray? Well he's not. Wel
he still insist that we pray? Let me suggest to yo

possibilities.

The very first one goes back to what | could be acc
on because | speak about it all the time, it's this
are at war. Tom mentioned it this morning. We're
because we are at war. We are in the middle of a p
two great kingdoms, the kingdom of light and the Ki
darkness, and our role in this war is as bearers of
We are the only creatures in all of creation who ar

of bearing the image of God, and because of that we
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specifically targeted by God's enemy Satan. | mean
that Satan caused to fall by tempting Adam and Eve
Eden so would it not follow that one of God's prima
against that same kingdom of darkness would be us,
dragged into that darkness by Satan through the fal
Eve. Just think about this for a second. God is o

is all powerful. He certainly could have destroyed
kingdom of darkness on his own by himself. After a
created by God. But what if God in his wisdom elec
Satan and the kingdom of darkness by redeeming and
the very image bearers that Satan had successfully
employing them as spiritual foot soldiers in an act
mean Ephesians 6 tells us flat out, it says we are
says: For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
the rulers, against the authorities, against the co

this present darkness, against the spiritual forces

heavenly places.
you and | have never gone mano-a-mano with an angel
know but the angels can and do engage the enemy on
What if that engagement is directly related to pray

if God's kingdom has similar rules as ours?

You know when Hurricane Harvey struck the panhandle

year, you notice there was a huge change in the way

Now we don't do the actual wrestling here,
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Our government was right there, it made a huge diff
compare that and everybody compares that with Hurri
which was a nightmare. One of the biggest complain
hurricane was the response by our government in the
after the destruction. See, all of the resources o
government in many cases just sat there waiting to
They were never deployed. And it turns out that th
they were never deployed is because they were never
see the federal government in its wisdom decided lo
would be unwise for them to unilaterally decide to

for any reason including disaster relief without an
invitation. | mean one of the major issues that ha

was that states afflicted either forgot to ask or i
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necessity. ABC News speaking in the aftermath of Katrina says:

"There's no question the federal government plays a
disaster relief. But federal officials say in orde
involved, they must first be asked to do so by stat
Here's the thought: What if God in his wisdom has
arrangement? | mean what if God demanded that all
heaven had to wait to respond until they were asked
It's not as far-fetched as it seems. | can't say w
that that's the way that heaven works, but in the t

Daniel there's recorded a meeting that Daniel has w

he says in Daniel 10: "O Daniel, man greatly loved, understan
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words that | speak to you, and stand upright, for n ow | have been
sent to you." And when he had spoken this word to me, | stood up
trembling. Then he said to me, "Fear not, Daniel, for from the

first day that you set your heart to understand and humbled
yourself before your God, your words have been hear d, and | have
come because of your words." Here's an angel himself describing an

action that he is taking directly as the result of a human being,
Daniel, praying. | mean this angel came directly b ecause of
Daniel's prayer. Well, what if that's the norm? W ell that would
explain God's imploring of us to pray without ceasing as he does in
1 Thessalonians 5 , or when he says in 1 Timothy 2 where he says:
First of all, then, | urge that supplications, pray ers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all pe ople. Or
Jesus's own words in Luke 18 , he says: And he told them a parable

to the effect that they ought always to pray and no t lose heart.

See there's no doubt that God sees our prayers as a bsolutely
critical, and the organizers of IDOP understand tha t. Thisis

their official statement on prayer for the persecut ed church. They
say: "We believe that prayer changes things. Exac tly what happens
is a mystery of faith. God invites us to present t o him our
requests and to pray without ceasing. Persecuted C hristians often
plead for prayer to help them endure. The most we can do is the

least we can do -- pray.”



And so once again this morning | just want to unpac
kind of line by line. The very first statement the
believe that prayer changes things." You've got to
that's become a very tough sell to a culture that h
intensely resent prayer. You know after the Parkla
Florida it seemed like prayer itself had reached it
possible ebb. The very idea of sending up prayers
like Parkland became an excuse in the eyes of many
willing to do nothing to change the status quo. Li
said in one of its editorials. It said this: "Sem

is the phenomenon which a word or phrase is repeate
loses its meaning. But it also becomes something r
jumble of letters that feels alien on the tongue an
gibberish on paper. 'Thoughts and prayers' has rea
semantic satiation. For the last few years, after
shooting, the term immediately trends on social pla
not a good kind of trending: Among the earnest ple
and legislative action, the aftermath of each succe
inspires more and more memes and cynical jokes. In
shared image that circulated after the Marjory Ston
shooting in February, 'Thoughts and Prayers' is imp
side of a garbage truck. Another meme shows an emp
'Excellent News' it reads. 'The first truckload of

and prayers has just arrived." See, there's a popu
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and the popular notion about prayer is that it's a
compared to actually doing something physically. A
part of that sentiment that | get, | mean, if polit
simply using the empty rhetoric of false prayers as

inaction, then they're engaging in conduct that scr

waste of time
nd there's a
icians are

an excuse for

ipture itself

decries. James 2:17 says: So also faith by itself, if it does not

have works, is dead.
Nehemiah built a wall but he also posted a guard.
was nothing but an excuse for inaction, then people
point. But in this case many, many people have pur
those who turn to God when things turn awful. | th
reason why many folks are upset and scornful about
because they really have no idea what prayer is all
begs the question. | mean, what do these folks who
about praying think prayer is for? And what is the
effective prayer? | think most of these people equ
magic. If the magic isn't working then it's really

it. You see the problem really isn't with prayer a

effectiveness, it's with the idea of what prayer is

accomplish. You know, many of those folks who made

sentiments known think prayer is a way of kind of b
will to mine. They have it perfectly backwards. P
way of bending my will towards his. And that prima

about lining my will up with the kingdom of God. S

I mean we know God expects both. And we know

| mean if prayer
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said that the kingdom of God is a freight train and it is moving
from eternity past through the present to eternity future and the
final conclusion of all things. And there's three things that you
can do with a freight train: You can oppose it, yo u can miss it,
or you can get on board. Now oppose itin one way or another long
term or short term, it's going to flatten you. I m ean just ask Mao
Tse Tung or Pol Pot or Joseph Stalin or any other a theist leader
who thought that he was going to conquer the world and destroy
God's kingdom on earth. They're now all dead and b uried along with
each of their fallen kingdoms that have now been co nsigned to the
ash heap of history. You can try to oppose it. Yo u can also miss
it as many people do. They just let the kingdom pa ss them by by
living their lives more or less like any other anim al, thinking

that what life consists of is eating, sleeping, and reproducing. |
mean they don't bother God and they expect God to r eally not bother
them. But they're mistaken. God says in Philippians 3:18: For

many walk, of whom | have told you often, and now t ell you even
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose
end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and w hose glory is in

their shame -- who set their mind on earthly things

You see you can oppose the kingdom or you can simpl y let it pass
you by by setting your mind on earthly things or yo u can get on

board. Prayer is how you get on board. It's how y ou begin to line



up your hearts, your minds, your spirit, and your b
kingdom and its goals. The reason why people see p
completely ineffective is because they've reduced p
You know, God's the master magician, church is the
where the magic is expected to have a little extra

to these folks, having your prayers go unanswered r
prayer doesn't work. But that's not at all what pr

You see if | pray as God would have me pray then wh
not only the object of my prayer, it is the subject
become more enabled to get on board with God and hi
to be sure, sometimes prayer includes the miraculou
scripture is filled with instances where people pra
happen because God can and does miraculously interv
of his children, but more often than not the miracl

that God gives something far more valuable than hea
safety. Through prayer, God gives us his presence.
and that presence is what changes everything. It's
saints the ability to handle anything that this wor
them. You see the promise of Christ is never: Wel

B and C and D, he's going to give you an easy life,

a wealthy life, or a successful life. What he does
though is that no matter what life throws us, he wi
through it. | mean:

shadow of death, | will fear no evil.

10

ody with the

rayer as so

rayer to magic.

physical place

umpf. According

eally means that

ayer is about.

at changes is

as well. |

s kingdom. And

s, | mean

y and miracles

ene in the lives

e of prayer is

Ith or wealth or
And that power
what gives his

Id can throw at

[, if you do A,

a healthy life,
promise us

Il walk us

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the

Why? Why will you fear no



evil? Pretty scary walking through the shadow of d
Because You are with me. Your rod and Your staff,
You see God promises us that he will accompany us i
only people who have been through that know. Those
the immediate circumstances not having received tha
either marvel at the strength that they see or they
claiming it's a farce, claiming it's fake. | know

I've been there myself, I've received that grace.
before you don't get boiling oil grace until you fa

oil. And that's what the persecuted saints underst
understand that God's presence will sustain and emp
anything that life can throw at you. And we discov
works in a book like Nik Ripken's
book gave me an insight into how to pray for persec

like | had never had before.

This is what Ripken says. He says: "For decades't
church has been taught to pray and work for an end
persecution of fellow believers around the world.
congregations, our denominations, and even our gove
out and pressure oppressive regimes and hostile nat
discrimination. Sometimes we even demand that the

punished." All well and good, but listen to what R

about what the persecuted really, really want in ou

The Insanity of God.
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is what he says, he says: "We seem to forget that
promised that the world would reject and mistreat h
followers just as it rejected him. Ruth" -- that's
"Ruth and | seldom encountered a mature believer li
persecution who asked us to pray that their persecu
cease. We have never heard that request.” This is
interviewed over 800 persecuted saints. They never
say please pray that the persecution would stop. H
"Rather, believers in persecution ask us to pray th
be faithful and obedient through their persecution
Folks, that's a radically different prayer than | w
thought of but it tells us something critical about
God's presence. You see what God gives those suffe
in the gift of his presence is something they find
even the persecution seems worth it. Ripken's book
undergoing horrific persecution and insisting that
price to pay for the gift they've received of this
connection to God's Holy Spirit. That testimony al
positive that prayer changes things. Now does pray
change things? Well, the actual answer is yes and
it magic that's going to enable you to somehow mani
those things that you want him to do? No. Is it a
changing virtually everything about me, whether it

mental, spiritual, psychological or social, to line
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where the kingdom is going? Yes. So yes, we can a

statement: "We believe that prayer changes things.

The second statement, statement number two is: "Ex
happens is a mystery of faith.” Now to repeat what
time and it's been said that all answered prayer be
the throne room of God. You see when we pray, we b
complex process that God uses to move things on ear
when God wants to move a mountain, he doesn't just
mountain. The very first thing he does is he moves
pray that that mountain would be moved. And then i
the prayer, he moves the mountain. See, ultimately

everything we do including our prayer. And listen
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in Philippians 2, he says: For it is God who works in you both to

will and to do for His good pleasure.

You know oftentimes on Wednesday night when we gath

prayer, we spend a few moments, we just are kind of
God to take that time to use that moment to prompt
to the prayer that God wants to use us for. | mean
how important the role is that we have because some
raised in prayer is crucial to the kingdom, and it

that God's Holy Spirit has to intercede in order to

happen. Romans 8:26 says this, it says:

You know we get that.

er for corporate
silently ask

us to give voice
we recognize
how our voices
iS so crucial

make that

Likewise the Spirit helps



us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pra
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us wit
deep for words. And he who searches the hearts kno
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes f
according to the will of God.
think about that. Our role in prayer is so crucial

his Holy Spirit alongside us to guide us into the p

God says that the Spirit recognizes that we are wea
basically we pretty much stink at prayer. | mean w
prayer as we ought. He goes on to say that God who
already knows the mind of the Spirit and that the H

or at least one of his jobs is to intercede for us

God's will. It's like the Holy Spirit takes these
sin-crusted efforts of human beings and he shapes t
polishes them and then he presents them to God the
response. So the Holy Spirit of God works in us an
empower and translate our efforts. Just stop and t
realize, realize how much effort God is putting int
mean | can only imagine that it is ridiculously ted
overwhelmingly inefficient to utilize creatures who
spans can be measured usually only in seconds, mayb
who frequently forget, who frequently pray for the

with the wrong motives and probably spend half of t

devoted to prayer daydreaming or just wandering aro

14

y for as we
h groanings too
ws what is the

or the saints

Let that hit you for a second. Just

that God sends
rocess. | mean
k and that

e don't do
searches hearts
oly Spirit's job
according to
earthbound

hem and then he
Father for a

d within us to
hink about you

0 our prayer? |
ious and

se attention

e in minutes,
wrong things or
heir time

und in a fog.



That's us, folks. Yet God says he sends his Holy S
in that weakness. The only logical reason | can th
to go to such great lengths to involve us is that w

how critical a role we play. The prophet Samuel gi

how important prayer is when he says this in

says: Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that | shoul

against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you.

think that prayerlessness is sinful but according t
Samuel it is, and because God's sovereign purpose i
when we sin by refusing to pray, he simply raises u
take our place because the human aspect of prayer i
So prayer is indeed a mystery, but it's one that hu

a critical part in. So the second statement of IDO
true, he says: "Exactly what happens in prayer is
faith." Much of it is still mysterious and the gre

that God will still make us a critical part of his

Statement number three is that: "God invites us to
our requests and to pray without ceasing.” Well ba
we've said already, can you get an idea as to why?
do that? It's because God stoops to conquer. See
guestion that anything that we can do obviously God
So why does God waste all this time and effort invi

to him? | mean why does God stoop to involve us in
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again, | think it has to do with who God has chosen
enemy. He's chosen us.
proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord

as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who sai
shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.

given the light of the knowledge of the glory of Go
Jesus Christ, and we've been given it to show that
power belongs to God and not to us. You see l've 0
our lives as our lives, we are the nexus, we are th
connection in that proxy war that we see being play
the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness.
Satan cursed all of creation through Adam's fall.

flesh and became one of us to become the second Ada
that curse, and by his resurrection he is leading u
back the kingdom from Satan through prayer. Unders
detests us not just because we are God's image bear
because Satan knows that his ultimate defeat is goi
just through Jesus Christ's hands but through ours

after all Satan's ultimate defeat came at the hands

who was God become what? Become man. God tells us

in this battle is going to be accomplished:

2 Corinthians 4 says:
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power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.
conquer through us primarily through prayer. And t
that we seem to seldom acknowledge is the patience
exercise in using us this way. Just think about th
just consider Canis Majoris. Canis Majoris was a r
discovered star 2.9 billion times bigger than the s

3 billion times bigger than our sun. We just recen
that there are 2 billion -- "billion" with a "B" --

than we thought existed. Not stars, galaxies each
millions of stars. Now you got to understand, God
and all of those stars as well in less than a week.
have God's account that he waited years and years a
Noah built his ark. | mean if God can speak Canis
being almost instantly, how quickly could he have ¢
ark? But he didn't. | mean instead he chose to wa
built it stick by stick by stick. | mean clearly G

of the importance of Noah's input than he did about
efficiency, because God never chooses on the basis
efficiency. And again we have to consider Satan hi
why didn't God just take Satan out in the beginning
rebelled? Why did God himself become one of us and
spotless life and die the death we all deserved to
just judging Satan's sin instantly? | mean, wouldn

solved the problem? Well it would have solved a pr
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would not have solved God's problem because God's p roblem is us.
We're the crown of his creation and God is committe d to working
through us. God has made us temporarily a little | ower than the
angels but that is just temporary. He tells us in 1 Corinthians 6:
Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How mu ch more, things
that pertain to this life? So we who are going to judge angels in

the next life are to engage them in this one and we do it through
prayer because God chooses to defeat the kingdom of darkness by
engaging his image bearers on the front line of tha t war between
the kingdoms. | mean God could have defeated Satan instantly but
instead he chose to defeat Satan through the agency of human beings
and you know why? Well again, Jesus gives us a hin tin this
conversation he has with Paul, in that conversation Jesus said that
his strength was made perfect through our weakness. God has chosen
as his weapons you and me, that is the church of Je sus Christ and
he's quite blunt about telling us this is war and y ou are part of

it. For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war acco rding to
the flesh. And like it or not God has tied his kingdom into our
prayer. That's also why God says in James 5: The effective,

fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. That's what God is

showing us constantly in scripture.

God even gave us a literal picture of the power of prayer. It was

right after Israel had escaped Egypt and they're on their way and



they get attacked by the Amalekites. And it was th
kind of an attack, it was an attack on the rear fla
women and the children were. Now the Amalekites we
of Esau. They were bitter foes then, they're bitt
They're the forebearers of the present Arab world w
bitterly hates the Jews. Well Exodus describes the
this: And Moses said to Joshua: "Choose us some men and
fight with Amalek. Tomorrow | will stand on the to

with the rod of God in my hand.” So Joshua did as

him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron and

the top of the hill. And so it was, when Moses hel

that Israel prevailed and when he let down his hand

prevailed. But Moses' hands became heavy; so they

put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and

his hands, one on one side, and the other on the ot

his hands were steady until the going down of the s

defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the

Can you get the picture that God is painting here?
God is doing here? You know uplifted hands is the
of prayer. And here we see it, when hands are upli
victory is at hand; when the hands begin to droop,
hand. But notice, it's not the warriors who are gr

it's not the archers, it's not the charioteers, it'
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swordsman who are growing weary. Who's growing wea

it's the prayer warrior. In fact it requires Aaron

to come alongside Moses and lift his hands up. Thi
picture that God is showing us. God wanted Israel
survival as a nation was a function of its corporat
mean | think it's safe to say that we're never goin
side of heaven just how crucial our prayers are to
that are under attack today. Moses grew physically
grow mentally and spiritually exhausted because we
the cause and so we doubt our effect. Statement th
invites us to present to him our requests and to pr
ceasing." That's because God stoops to conquer, an

agency that he stoops through.

And finally there's the fourth statement, they say:
Christians often plead for prayer to help them endu
can do is the least we can do -- pray.” Well, the
statement is an answer to the question of prayer th
the start of this message and the question was: Wh
Well let me just kind of review the bidding to see
where our heads, our hearts, and our hands belong h
again to quote IDOP: "We believe that prayer chang
This is kind of the head part. Okay, is that true?

have been praying for the persecuted church, we've
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Well, since we

seen Gao



Zhisheng released from a Chinese prison, we've seen
released from an Iranian prison, we've certainly se
released from a Pakistani prison. These are all in
we as a church have committed to prayer to and we,
changed as we prayed. So is there any doubt that p

these things?

Secondly they say: "Exactly what happens is a myst
And again, most folks think prayer is a form of mag
realize that the greatest answer to prayer is the p
Christ himself given to us through his Holy Spirit,
presence is beyond mysterious to those outside of t
something that they choose to mock or deride becaus
possibly understand it. But we have the testimony

in persecution. And the testimony of those caught
persecution proves that those folks look at us, the
church, as the ones who have come up short. | mean
are undergoing severe forms of persecution understa
have -- they may have persecution, imprisonment, an
torture with Christ right there beside them. Butt

and we've got safety and comfort and Wal-Mart and N
de doo. We're starving for God's presence. See, t
faith is that the persecuted church is actually see

the blessed church. "God invites us to present to
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and to pray without ceasing.” That's the head part
part, I'm sorry. That's part number three. Again
we lift our hands in prayer, the kingdom advances a

weary or disheartened, the enemy advances.

And finally we have the fourth. The fourth partis
"Persecuted Christians often plead for prayer to he
The most we can do is the least we can do -- pray."
hand and the feet part. And the last sentence real
all, it says: "The most we can do is also the leas
You know there are two great categories of sins tha
deal with. There are sins of comission, that's thi
that we ought not to do but there are also are sins
things that we don't do that we are supposed to do.
evangelicals are very big on the former and very li
latter. We don't curse, steal, lie, cheat, or lust

if we do we're very much aware that it's sinful. B
we seldom think that God holds us accountable for t

simply forget to do or things that we just don't fe

Prayer is one of those things. James 4:17

sins of omission, he says:

and does not do it, to him it is sin. 1 Samuel

prayerlessness. He says:

that | should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pr
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See, God has made it crystally clear what his expec tations are
concerning those who are being persecuted for Chris t's sake. He
made that clear in Hebrews 13 which says this, it says: "Remember
the prisoners as if chained with them -- those who are mistreated
-- since you yourselves are in the body also.” God is referring to
those who are persecuted for the gospel and he give S us a very
simple one-word command. He says, "Remember.” Now this is the
challenge that | give every year. | say picture yo urself, you're
standing before God's bema seat of judgment and you 're receiving
your rewards and God is judging your life and he po ints out some
very obvious things to you. He says this and he ca n say this to
every one of us sitting in this room, he says, | pl aced you in the
wealthiest country in the world. | placed you int he safest
country on earth, in a place where you would never have to worry
about whether or not you'd get enough food to eat o r a roof over
your head. | placed you in a place where you'd nev er have to worry
about being yanked out of your house in the middle of the night and
sent off to prison for proclaiming my name, and thi s much | ask of
you: Remember the prisoners as if chained with the m. Now imagine
if God then asked you can you tell me the name of a single prisoner
who you chose to remember? Can you show me that yo u cared enough
to remember just one of them? Well, my answer woul d be Saeed
Abedini in Iran and Gao Zhisheng in China and Asia Bibi in Pakistan

and there are countless others. See, every Wednesd ay night we pray



through the Voice of the Martyrs prayer calendar fo
seek God's intervention for persecuted Christians a

world.

You see, there's good news and there's bad news in
good news is that there are organizations like Voic
that now make it so incredibly simple and easy to p
for our persecuted brothers and sisters that much o
lifting is already done for us. The bad news is th
have absolutely no excuse for refusing to remember
sisters. | subscribe to an email service that's pa
the Martyrs, it's called "I Commit to Pray.” Each

me three current prayer requests for persecuted bre
they ask for is a commitment to pray for them. So

it in my in box, | always stop right then and there
and | pray, | read through the stories and | pray f
sure | do that right away. And what keeps me at it
realization that even that microscopic level of com
something the enemy tries to stop, you know, the ph
an article will catch my attention, something will

| remember God's word which says:
does not do it, to him it is sin.
legalism? | mean that's not grace, that's law. He

I'm only doing what James 4 tells me to do. | mean
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the good that is necessary is to tell all of you wh
expectation of us is, and if | neglect to do that,

sin. And actually according to IDOP it's not reall
between grace and law, instead it's a choice betwee
disgrace. Let me tell you why. That proclamation
morning, it called for prayer but not just for pers
Christians. Listen to what it said. It said: "We
prayer for the souls of the oppressors, the nations
persecution, and those who ignore it." You see, ID
three different levels of opposition to God's plan.
oppressors, there are persecutors, and there are ig

folks who just didn't have the time or the energy t

persecuted church. Now for many years most of us i

ignorers. | mean just too much stuff going on. We
prioritize our stuff. See a great many Christians

have a heart for prayer because they really don't g

wonder why a sovereign God needs the input of puny

they don't realize the incredible privilege and the
responsibility that God has laid at our feet. And
that because for many, many years | didn't get it,
now. Head, heart and hands | get it. And now ist
of us to get it as well. You know the world is nev
understand the power of prayer for the persecuted ¢

guestion this morning is also my challenge, and the
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Do we?

Let me conclude by praying IDOP's formal prayer. T
us pray to encourage and empower Christians to fulf
Commission in areas of the world where they are per
their involvement in propagating the gospel of Jesu
give relief to the families of Christian martyrs in

the world. To quip local Christians to win to Chri
persecutors who are opposed to the gospel in countr
believers are actively persecuted for their Christi
undertake projects of encouragement helping believe
lives and Christian witness in countries that have
suffered Communist oppression. To emphasize the fe
believers by informing the world of atrocities comm
Christians and by remembering their courage and fai

we pray. Amen.
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