Man’s Total Moral Inability

Chapter 9: Of Free Will (LBCF 1689)

1. God hath endued the will of man with that natural liberty and power of acting upon choice, that it is
neither forced, nor by any necessity of nature determined to do good or evil.

2. Man, in his state of innocency, had freedom and power to will and to do that which was good and well-
pleasing to God, but yet was unstable, so that he might fall from it.

3. Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good
accompanying salvation; so as a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, and dead in sin, is
not able by his own strength to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto.

4. When God converts a sinner, and translates him into the state of grace, he freeth him from his natural
bondage under sin, and by his grace alone enables him freely to will and to do that which is spiritually
good; yet so as that by reason of his remaining corruptions, he doth not perfectly, nor only will, that
which is good, but doth also will that which is evil.

5. This will of man is made perfectly and immutably free to good alone in the state of glory only.

I. As seen in the Old Testament

Genesis 6:5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

Jeremiah 13:23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots? Then also you can do good
who are accustomed to do evil.

II. As seen in the New Testament

Romans 8:5-8 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. For to set the mind on the
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.

1. Thoroughly worldly-minded, “set their minds on the things of the flesh”

2. Thoroughly dead, “to set the mind on the flesh is death”

3. Thoroughly hostile, “the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God”

4. Thoroughly rebellious, “does not submit to God’s law”

5. Thoroughly incapable (powerless), “indeed, it cannot”



Hebrews 11:6 Without faith it is impossible to please Him...

1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to
him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ...

Matthew 11:27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except
the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal
him.

John 3:3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, [ say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.”

John 6:44, 65 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up
on the last day. This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.

John 8:31-36 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We are
offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become
free’?” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin...So if
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

Romans 5:6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.

Matthew 19:23-26 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich
person enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this, they were
greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is
impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons
of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of
the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

Luke 6:43-44 For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, for each tree is
known by its own fruit.

Matthew 12:34-35 You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good,
and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.



