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The question would simply be: whence proceeds this faith which God
foresees? And the only biblical answer is that the faith which God
foreseesis the faith He Himself creates. — Professor John Murray.

Thesis: Paul explains what lies behind his statement s¢hoalled according to his purpose.” Paul
shows that the Christian hope is linked into etgrpast, in the present experience of this lifeyad
as into eternity future.

I. Linked in to Eternity Past

A. Foreknowledge

B. Predestination

[I. Linked in to Our Experience
A. Calling

B. Justification

[ll. Linked in to Eternity Future
A. Glorification

When | first became a Christian, a friend of minkoge father was an evangelical
pastor, he asked me and another friend who wasaalsw convert if we would help
him out with the young people in his church. So afiered and we agreed and we
helped him out, and one day he asked me and fieisdfif we would come into his
office because he wanted to talk to us about stinggd. In that office he asked me and
my friend to stop talking to his young people abprédestination and to stop talking
about election. He went on to say that he didknotv where he stood on the topic, but
he wanted his people to focus on things that aetigal and useful to the Christian life.
Now | am not saying that when | was a young Clarsti had all the tact that was
needed to talk about sensitive matters, but | waare and even then | knew that
predestination and election were practical matter8s we look at Romans 8:29-30
today, we will see that Paul uses these versespastaof his larger argument that we
cannot be separated from the love of God. Remefabeweek when we saw that Paul
was telling us that all things work together forodofor those who love God and are
called according to his purpose; here in todays Baul will tell us something more
about what that “being called according to his pggd looks like.

Let's read today's text again. Romans 8:29-30 those whom He foreknew He also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his, $omrder that He might be the
firstborn among many brothers. And those whom Hedestined He also called, and
those whom He called He also justified, and thoserwHe justified He also glorified.”
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So we will look at this text under the theme “Regéon's Golden Chain” — we will see
that this Golden Chain of Redemption has linkstarrety past, has links in the present
experience of the Christian, as well as links iermty future. Golden links connected
called Redemption’s Chain: Like a golden necklda is linked together with each link
essential to the whole. This term “Golden Chaias bheen used for hundreds of years to
describe these verses. If you would go to Googte search on this term you will see
that this term has been used for a long time todhbut this text. | would also like to
stress how Paul is using these doctrinal truthsl iBayiving the believer further comfort
and is grounding them in these things that we edayt For Paul, the doctrines are
intensely practical because it deals with our asste and our understanding of the way
in which God's love for us is applied to us. Sonaswork our way through these two
verses this morning we need to remember this faiordaAll things working together
for good for those who love God. And, here Patkligng that if you fit that category, if
you are one of those who love God, here is hovajgplens, and this is further comfort
for the believer.

So let's look at how this is linked in eternity p#ms our first heading, linked in eternity
past We see right away that Paul is speaking of soimgtimat has happened in the past.
He says, “Those whom He foreknew He also predeaktinde need to look at these
words and see what Paul is teaching us. We neledkat these words and ask what do
the words foreknew and predestined mean. Theviiost is “foreknew” and is a word
made up of two other Greek words, before and ki®mply, it means, to know before.
Now there is a common misunderstanding of what wosd means. Some would say
that it means that God looked down the corridorsiné and took notice of all those
who would choose Him and have faith. The falseiaugnt is: God chooses those whom
He saw ahead of time would profess faith; theytkay foreknowledge is God knowing
what we would do. (This is not what the scriptutesch.) What comfort is that for
you? It's not for me, I'll tell you that. If God $&s his love for me on some good deed
that | have done — | am not comforted by that. Mayou have been better Christians
than | have and more faithful. But | cannot imagiGod looking onto my life and
finding enough value to say that | am going to tethat person to be a Christian. Itis
not comforting to me. If God bases his love on eaood deed that | have done, it
actually terrifies me a bit. This false understagdof the word “foreknow” — this
“corridor of time” understanding — is insufficiebecause it stands on the work of man
rather than on what God has done!

Notice the five big words in these two verses: knoav, Predestined, Called, Justified,
and Glorified. These words are not centered omaneon what | have done, not one of
them. Each of these words is focused on the waak God is doing. God foreknew.
God predestined. God Called. God justified. Godifigal. Foreknowledge cannot be
based on our ability to have faith or do good wplbexause it is based on God and what
God wants. The word 'foreknew', as | said simpeans to know before hand. This
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knowledge of God is not meerly cognitive knowledyis. is not just Oh | know that
someone will exist. It is an experiential, intimaloving, and committed knowledge. As
we said last week the promise of all things workioggood is only extended to those
whom God has called and those who love Him. Sedhlwehom He foreknew are those
whom God places his love upon that they may in tave Him. Paul, in the book of
Ephesians, says it like this: “Even as He chosanwdim before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and blameless belftire. In love He predestined us for
adoption as sons and daughters.

So we see that this before hand 'foreknowledges gdiethat way back to before the
foundation of the world. Not simply looking baak time, it goes before time. Before
the foundations of the world, God placed His loverne. Imagine that. Before the
world was even created God knew you, and He kneetlven He would love you or not.
Is this practical? Can you apply this thought taurydife? | think it is immensely

practical. If | judge my faith on the way | liveyn€Christian life, it has many ups and
downs. But, if | can reach out and grab onto twe lof God that He had for me before
the foundation of the world, | can apply that to fifg. People always say that they
want preaching that is applicable; predestinat®rapplicable. In the mind of God
before | ever existed, before this church evertedisbefore this denomination ever
existed, before man ever existed, God knowing nfesmmind is great encouragement.

| used this idea of foreknowledge while evangeizsomeone recently in speaking
about loneliness. In a city of 12-15 million pemple can be lonely. There are millions
upon millions of people here, and do | matter? Da®gone notice me? Would anyone
notice if | was not here? It is easy to be lonalyai place like this, but we can take
comfort because we are noticed. We are noticechamd been noticed since before the
foundation of the world. Not because of any gaoanie, but merely because God has
chosen to love me in Christ Jesus. Can you appl?ttisod applies this thought as well,
doesn't He? God applies foreknowledge. God satdticause He loved you before the
foundation of the world He also would predestingtaui. Predestination is the
application of God's foreknowledge. People will tioytell you that predestination is not
practical. Like my friend’s Dad who was a pastéte would say it is not practical to
speak of predestination. Of course it is pradtiltak the practical outworking of God's
foreknowledge. Without predestination we wouldh@te a Christian life to even think
about, let alone apply! Itis extremely practical.

Predestination is also linked in eternity past. Woed predestined means to determine
one's destiny before hand. This is another wor@thwbvokes passionate responses in
the Christian church. | have head numerous tim@s evangelical friends, “You don't
believe in predestination, do you?” I'm sure thaany of you have heard the same
question from friends, and that question alwaysduaprised me. Of course | believe in
predestination; the word is right there in the Bibllt is so much easier to say you
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believe in predestination that to say “Yes, | badien Calvinism.” Predestination is

something in the Bible, and again it is very pradti Paul is using this in a very

practical way; he is not saying “take comfort iruysalvation and make for yourselves
a little Christian ghetto and refuse to engagevitbdd.” Paul is emphasizing that since
you are predestined, you must live in a certain wag engage the world in a certain
way. Friends, predestination has a purpose ibishat we can be conformed to the
image of Jesus Christ. This is where sanctificattomes into this chain linked in

eternity past. We are foreknown and predestinedhi® purpose of being sanctified in
this life, predestined so that we can be holy aadolme more like Jesus Christ as
determined in eternity past.

This is a golden link to eternity past, but it iscaa link in the present experience of the
church as well. We see that there is somethinghferhere and now — this is not just
something that happened before the world was forngal often when we here people
talk about things that happened long ago we gitia it tired. We are Americans and

we like things fresh and new. The oldest thingum country is probably Sears. We
don't like thinking about things from long ago, Wike things now and current. Paul

teaches that there is a link in this Golden Chamclirrent and now. Notice our text,

“And those whom He predestined He also called &dde whom He called He also

justified.” These are part of the experience,libginning experiences, of the Christian
life and they are for now. They are not only freternity past; they are for the current
experience of the here and now. There is no Gdmisbn this planet that has not

experienced both calling and justification. Of s®) they may not understand those
terms or use those terms, but all who are trues@anis have been called and justified.

The word is “called”, and what does this word “edll mean? To be called is divided
into two understandings. There is the externdlarad the understanding of the internal
call. The external calling is when the Gospel gfweth, and any time the Gospel is
presented and it falls on men’s ears that is thereal call. The external call is

universal, meaning that anyone can hear it. JhsttWweek we took a friend to see
Hollywood; he wanted to experience Hollywood. As were driving past the so called
“normal” things on Hollywood Blvd, we noticed a dgr number of self-professed
Christians with big signs that talked about sin #mel Bible and how there is life in

Christ. There were some who were talking to peopiollywood Blvd and they were

speaking loudly enough such that people could beam. That is an example of the
external call, people hearing the gospel. Anytimesach from this pulpit and call each
one of you to respond in faith it is an externdl. ckach time | call you to either faith in

Christ or to greater obedience in Christ, | am mhiog an external call. In the New

Testament those who give the external call as pasti®@ called heralds. Now heralds
were those runners who in ancient times came witArmmouncement to proclaim. If it

was a public announcement then they would runtimocenter of the town hall and cry
out their news for all to hear it.



However, it is the inward call that Paul is prinhaspeaking about in our text. If you
have been foreknown then you have been predestneldf you have been predestined
then you have been (or will be) called inwardlyolt many of you about the two young
ladies that | met on the plane on the way back ftbenchurch planter's conference. |
had an opportunity to have a 5 hour conversatidh tiiem about Jesus Christ and how
Christ came to die for hurting people and brokeapte Now, | have not received a
phone call or an email, but if one of those yousmdjds began to ruminate on the things
that she heard from the word of God that aftern@mnexternal call). If she ruminates
and the Holy Spirit begins to call to her, then sloaild begin to respond to the external
call given and it would become a true inward cagllinlt would be the Holy Spirit
beginning working on the heart causing her to belithe Gospel that Jesus Christ died
for sinners. The only way that the message cabelieved is if we have been called
inwardly.

Remember in Mark's Gospel when Jesus comes tooilseiof Jairus to minister to his
daughter and when He gets there she is already?dddtey were hoping that Jesus
would make her well, but what did Jesus do? Hetwprio her and He said in Aramaic,
“talatha cumi” which means “little girl, get up.”ndl, what happened? She gets up; she
comes back to life, didn't she? Now you or | caoddstanding over this little dead girl
and we were asked to help, we could not help ihwlag. We could stand over here and
say “little girl, get up.” We could beg and pleaddamanipulate and make promises to
God, but it does not mean that she is going tougedoes it. But Jesus Christ stands
over the body the dead body of a precious litthe @jind He says, “talatha cumi: Little
girl, get up.” Jesus can do this because He efftstually. And she responds! She has
been called. It is a command from the Lord JesussClHiittle girl! Get up! And you
and | have been dead in trespasses and sin, avel aire called the Lord Jesus stands
over our dead bodies and He says, “talatha curttielgirl, get up. Little boy get up!
Be regenerated and believe the Gospel for the seoniof sins! Become alive!” And
Jesus Christ calls those whom He foreknew, those wire predestined, and they are
forgiven their sins. They are now able to resptinthe Gospel in faith. Taking hold of
that promise for Christ's sake and believing it!

And what happens when we believe? Justificatiothésnext part of the chain in our

present experience. We are justified; this is @isour present experience. When we
believe the Gospel, we are justified, saved fromsius, justified by faith. We are no

longer held accountable because Jesus Christ idst@untable for our sins. We are
given faith and regenerated hearts, and we reattbydaith and grab hold of that

gospel and promise of redemption, that promise diatsins will be forgiven, and we

are justified. Now, is that practical? Doesndttsound like something you can apply to
your own life and the lives of those with whom yalk? It is very practical.



Why is Paul telling us again about justificationtlms section of the epistle? Remember
that he has already spent at least two chaptegstification. Now the reason that he
brings this up again is that it is a practical aailon of what it means to love God and
be those called according to his purpose. We haea freed and we can be assured that
we are redeemed when we secure in God's love. Rbarethat this is right in the
middle of this subsection on how all things workingether for good. Sometimes when
things do not seem to be working for good — somegiwhen we sense that we are
under God's hand of discipline we question whetteare in Christ. | think that this is

a common thought. | remember hearing teenagera/sag | worked at the hospital that
their parents do not love them. When you wouldstjoa them on this, often they
would say that they were disciplined or held act¢able for their actions. Paul is
guarding us against the temptation of these sdrt®abts as to whether our Heavenly
Father loves us. All things work together for guwod of those who are called according
to His purpose. Grounded in this golden chaindthkn eternity past and linked in this
Christian experience being called and justifieds tioots us into God's love giving us
assurance of our salvation and the ability to maivead with greater obedience to Jesus
Christ.

And we are given further hope in our text. Wetatd that Jesus Christ is the first born
among many brothers. We are shown that we aretafptris family of God with Jesus
Christ as our elder brother, and He is the exarmaplghat God will do in us as we are
conformed to the likeness of Jesus Christ. Wherbagin to understand this chain of
salvation we see that these things are not coldhamsh doctrines, as they are often
accused, but they are warm and comforting trutlesnfthe word of God that are
intended to be practical for our lives as the peapblGod.

There is one more link that Paul has for us in ¢ghigin. We have seen the two links in
the past (foreknowledge and predestination), andvave seen two links in the present
(calling and justification), but the last link is@ that is linked in eternity future. We see
“glorified” as the final link. Now those of you whoave studied the English language
may think well, that's strange. Paul is giving timghe past tense in our text. | haven't
been glorified, and frankly | don't know anyonetthas been glorified apart from the
Lord Jesus Christ. Well, you are correct; it ighe past tense. You would think that
Paul would have said something along the line&Xoft were called, you were justified
and you will be glorified. But he doesn't! The ymlay that we can explain this is that
Paul is so sure of what Jesus Christ has purchihaetie can say it all in the past tense.
When Jesus said, “It is finished”, He meant alkleg work of redemption is finished.
One day we will be raised from the dead, and tivalse are in Christ will have their
bodies renewed and reconnected with their soutsaaithat point we will be perfect, as
He is. As we look forward to that time of resutir@c and being restored, we can have
all assurance beyond doubt that it will happencasese it has been purchased, we have
been glorified with Him. It has already been pasid.
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So as we reflect on what this golden chain of rq@ten what are some practical
applications that we can take along with us? Finsd see that predestination and
election are not cold doctrines. They are revetaas for our comfort and our sense of
security in Jesus Christ. We need to think aboemthn these terms. These are
comforting words from God, and we need to teacimtibe our children in these terms.
And, we need to shake off the prejudices that schhaf the church has against the
doctrines of grace. They are doctrines of comfartlie saint.

Another application is when we question whethetawesin Christ all we need to do is to
grab onto one of these links. The Puritan WilliRerkins was the man who coined the
phrase “golden chain” over 400 years ago. He thack is a golden chain and when we
struggle with our assurance we need to look at @sisa golden necklace all linked
together. When we are questioning whether we baea predestined we need to reach
out and grab one of those links. As you move linktthe other links move as well,
because they are all connected. Take comfortat thcan reach out and say that | am
predestined because | know that | have been ggtifiwe can do this with all of the
links. If you are asking, “Did God really love refore the foundation of the world,”
then reach out and grab ‘calling.” | know | haweeh called, therefore | know that God
has loved me before the foundation of the worldisTs very applicable for our lives.

Finally, if you are unsure if any of this relatedyou, if any of this is for you, seek Jesus
Christ. Seek Jesus Christ and ask Him to savefrgon your sins, so that you to may

reach out and grab hold of one of these links teeh@omfort and assurance of your
salvation. Friends, receive comfort from the does of grace. Do not be ashamed of
them, because they are given to us so that we magdured of His great love for us.

Amen.



