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"...taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ..."”
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Thank you for joining us this morning! At Christ the King, our
worship is a divine-human dialogue, in accordance with Scriptural
example and precedent, alternatively hearing God's Word and
responding in prayer, song, or meditation. The boxes throughout
the bulletin were written to aid each worshipper in thoughtful

and meaningful participation in this dialogue. Please prepare your
heart by reading through the bulletin, praying for those leading and
worshibping around you, and silencing all communication devices.

We encourage parents to involve children as soon as possible

in the worship service. In consideration of other worshippers,

we request parents with children not yet ready for unobtrusive
participation in worship to utilize the nursery or, if necessary, the
cry room. A nursery is available for children ages 3 months to 3
years during all Sunday morning activities.

* Indicates congregational standing




WE ArProAcH THE LORD

Prelude
Call to Worship

The call to “kiss the Son” at the end of this psalm is our call,
though addressed to “kings of the earth.” As we have seen, we
are all kings by virtue of both our creation (Genesis [:26-28)
and our redemption (Revelation 5:9, 10). Accordingly we are
subject to temptation to the same sin portrayed in this psalm:
a presumptuous rebellion against the authority of the True King,
Jesus. We worship today in response to this call to acknowledge
the sovereignty of God in Christ.

Psalm 2 &Y
" Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?
> The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying,
3 “Let us burst their bonds apart
and cast away their cords from us.”
* He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord holds them in derision.
> Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
and terrify them in his fury, saying,
¢ "As for me, | have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”
71 will tell of the decree:
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;
today | have begotten you.
8 Ask of me, and | will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.
’ You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
' Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
' Serve the Lord with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.
2 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.



Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

* Hymn of Praise

We praise God for His sovereignty in our opening hymn, in the
process calling the nations which have rebelled against Him to the
rightful tribute they owe to Him.

“Before Jehovah’s Awesome Throne” (Trinity Hymnal #65)

WE AckNowLEDGE OUR SIN

* Reading from the Law

This passage commands us and all of God's people to live out a
perspective that recognizes God's providential work to mold us into
people who perceive, receive, and enjoy His blessing in all things and
circumstances, over which He is in total control. It calls us to live out
the truth that "God is good. All the time.”

Deuteronomy 8:1-18 &V

' “The whole commandment that | command you today you shall be
careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess
the land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers. > And you shall
remember the whole way that the Lord your God has led you these
forty years in the wildemess, that he might humble you, testing you
to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his com-
mandments or not. > And he humbled you and let you hunger and
fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers
know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread
alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of
the Lord. * Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did
not swell these forty years. ° Know then in your heart that, as a man
disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. ¢ So you shall
keep the commandments of the Lord your God by walking in his
ways and by fearing him. ” For the Lord your God is bringing you into
a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flow-
ing out in the valleys and hills, ® a land of wheat and barley, of vines
and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey,  a



land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will
lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you
can dig copper. ' And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless
the Lord your God for the good land he has given you. ' “Take care
lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping his command-
ments and his rules and his statutes, which | command you today, "
lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses
and live in them, "* and when your herds and flocks multiply and
your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, '
then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,

'> who led you through the great and terrifying wilderness, with its
flery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no
water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock, '® who fed you
in the wildemess with manna that your fathers did not know, that he
might humble you and test you, to do you good in the end. ' Be-
ware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand
have gotten me this wealth." '® You shall remember the Lord your
God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may
confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

Silent Confession of Sin

Corporate Confession of Sin

In confessing our sin, we acknowledge our sinful pride, the pride
that insists on knowing at all times what God is doing before we
trust Him, and pray for grace to become “like a little child,” in
accordance with our Lord Jesus’ teaching (Luke 9:46-48).




“Jesus, Cast a Look on Me”

Jesus cast a look on me,

Give me sweet simplicity

Make me poor and keep me low,
Seeking only Thee to know

All that feeds my busy pride,
Cast it evermore aside

Bid my will to Thine submit,
Lay me humbly at Thy feet

Make me like a little child,

Of my strength and wisdom spoiled
Seeing only in Thy light,

Walking only in Thy might

Leaning on Thy loving breast,
Where a weary soul can rest
Feeling well the peace of God,
Flowing from His precious blood

In this posture let me live,
And hosannas daily give
In this temper let me die,
And hosannas ever cry!

© MPJ Music. Words: John Berridge. Music: Matthew Perryman Jones. CCL #2223976.

WE REJOICE IN THE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Assurance of Pardoning Grace

It is God who enables us to overcome our enemies, the most
significant of which are sin and death. The gospel is, in part, that,
for those who receive this grace, there are great and precious
promises in store for us who believe, including inheriting the
authority which Adam lost and Jesus regained.




Hebrews 2:5-9; Revelation 2:26-28 &Y

> For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of
which we are speaking. © It has been testified somewhere, “What is
man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care
for him? 7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels;

you have crowned him with glory and honor, & putting everything in
subjection under his feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection
to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not

yet see everything in subjection to him. ? But we see him who for a
little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned
with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by
the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. % The one who
conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him | will give
authority over the nations, # and he will rule them with a rod of iron,
as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as | myself have
received authority from my Father. ¢ And | will give him the morming
star.

Leader: This is the gospel.
Congregation: Hallelujah!

* Hymn of Assurance

We can quiet our souls when we feel guilty because of the same

reality that comforts us in trials and suffering: that God is on our
side (cf. Romans 8:31-39).

“Be Still, My Soul” (Trinity Hymnal #689)

WE Pray For Eace OTHER

Prayers of Intercession

During this time, the elders will be in the back of the room, ready to take
personal prayer requests from and pray with all who want this. These will
be confidential if desired. Everyone who is not receiving prayer in this way
will participate in corporate prayer as the worship leader mentions a list of
topics. As each item is mentioned, the congregation should respond with
the words, “We offer these our prayers,” followed by a brief silent prayer
from each individual.



WE HEAR INSTRUCTION FROM THE LORD

Sermon

“Being ‘Wise as Serpents’ in a Serpent-filled World” (Rev. Mike Biggs)
* Exodus 5 Y

" Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says
the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they may hold a
feast to me in the wildermess.” * But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord,
that | should obey his voice and let Israel go? | do not know the Lord,
and moreover, | will not let Israel go.” * Then they said, “The God of
the Hebrews has met with us. Please let us go a three days’ journey
into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God, lest
he fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword.” * But the king of
Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people
away from their work? Get back to your burdens.” > And Pharaoh
said, “Behold, the people of the land are now many, and you make
them rest from their burdens!” © The same day Pharaoh commanded
the taskmasters of the people and their foremen, 7 *“You shall no
longer give the people straw to make bricks, as in the past; let them
go and gather straw for themselves. & But the number of bricks that
they made in the past you shall impose on them, you shall by no
means reduce it, for they are idle. Therefore they cry, ‘Let us go and
offer sacrifice to our God." ? Let heavier work be laid on the men
that they may labor at it and pay no regard to lying words.” ' So the
taskmasters and the foremen of the people went out and said to
the people, “Thus says Pharaoh, ‘l will not give you straw. ' Go and
get your straw yourselves wherever you can find it, but your work
will not be reduced in the least.”” '? So the people were scattered
throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. "> The
taskmasters were urgent, saying, “Complete your work, your daily
task each day, as when there was straw.” '* And the foremen of the
people of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them,
were beaten and were asked, “Why have you not done all your task
of making bricks today and yesterday, as in the past?” "> Then the
foremen of the people of Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, “Why
do you treat your servants like this? ' No straw is given to your
servants, yet they say to us, ‘Make bricks!" And behold, your servants
are beaten; but the fault is in your own people.” ' But he said, “You
are idle, you are idle; that is why you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to
the Lord." '® Go now and work. No straw will be given you, but you



must still deliver the same number of bricks.” '” The foremen of the
people of Israel saw that they were in trouble when they said, “You
shall by no means reduce your number of bricks, your daily task each
day.” ° They met Moses and Aaron, who were waiting for them, as
they came out from Pharaoh; ?' and they said to them, “The Lord
look on you and judge, because you have made us stink in the sight
of Pharaoh and his servants, and have put a sword in their hand to
kill us.” 22 Then Moses turned to the Lord and said, “O Lord, why
have you done evil to this people? Why did you ever send me? 2 For
since | came to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has done evil to
this people, and you have not delivered your people at all.”

Leader:
This is the Word of the Lord.

Congregation:
Thanks be to God!

WE Commune witeH OUr LORD

Communion Meditation
Words of Institution
Prayer of Consecration

Confession of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, and bomn of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen. (*or universal)



Distribution of Elements

Because we believe that wine was used in the Last Supper and

is thus more in accord with the fullness of symbolism intended by
God in the Lord's Supper, we offer wine and encourage those who
take part in Communion to take this. For those with conscientious
convictions against the use of wine, however, we offer the option
of grape juice, which is contained in the inner circle of the
communion trays. The cups containing wine are in the outer circles
of the trays.

“God Is Known among His People” (Trinity Hymnal #66)

WE RESPOND 10 THE GRACE OF THE LORD

Offering Meditation

We are enabled to give freely because of our trust in the God
who is the source of all of our wealth and who is able to make us
prosper abundantly, not only materially, but spiritually as well.

Il Corinthians 9:7, 8 &

7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. ® And God is able
to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all
things at all times, you may abound in every good work.



Presentation of Offerings

See Communion

* Doxology (Trinity Hymnal #731)

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

WE RESPOND 10 THE WORD

As we leave today we proclaim and celebrate the sovereignty of
God that allows us to face and live this life with confidence that
“this is our Father’s world,” and His plans are not only wise and

good, but certain as well.

*“QO Father, Your Are Sovereign” (Trinity Hymnal #75)

Benediction



