Pastor Matt Morrell To preach a sermon, I think, is not the hardest part; and yet
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Fourth Baptist Church what skill is necessary to make the truth plain; to convince

the hearers, to let irresistible light in to their consciences, and
Responsibilities of Pastors and People to keep it there, and drive all home; to screw the truth into
. their minds, and work Christ into their affections; to meet
1 Thessalonians 5:12-15
every objection, and clearly to resolve it; to drive sinners to a

, ) ) ) stand, and make them see that there is no hope, but that they
I. A pastor’s relationship to his

must unavoidably either be converted or condemned—and

A. (12b) to do all this, as regards language and manner, as beseems

our work, and yet as is most suitable to the capacities of our

B. (12¢) hearers. This, and a great deal more that should be done in

C. (12d) every sermon, must surely require a great deal of holy skill.
So great a God, whose message we deliver, should be

II. The people’s relationship to their . honoured by our delivery of it. It is a lamentable case, that in

a message from the God of heaven, of everlasting moment to

A. (12a) the souls of men, we should behave ourselves so weakly, so

5 (13a) unhandsomely, so imprudently, or so slightly, that the whole
business should miscarry in our hands, and God should be

C. 13b) dishonoured, and his work disgraced, and sinners rather

hardened than converted; and all this through our weakness
III. The people’s relationship to other

or neglect! How often have carnal hearers gone home jeering

at the palpable and dishonourable failings of the preacher!

A. the (14a)
How many sleep under us, because our hearts and tongues
B. the (14b) are sleepy, and we bring not with us so much skill and zeal
as to awake them!
C. the (14¢) - Puritan Richard Baxter
D. with the (14b)

E. the (15)




