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Zechariah 7:1-14 
Darius confirmed Cyrus’ decree that the Jews 
continue rebuilding the temple 

520 BC Ezra 6:1-14 

Haggai preached his first three sermons 6th & 7th months 
520 BC 

Haggai 1:1, 15; 2:1 

Zechariah preached his first sermon 8th month 
520 BC 

Zechariah 1:1 

Haggai preached his fourth and fifth sermons 9th month  
520 BC 

Haggai 2:10, 20 

Zechariah received his eight night visions 11th month 
520 BC 

Zechariah 1:7 

Joshua, the high priest, was ceremonially and 
symbolic crowned 

11th month 
520 BC 

Zechariah 6:9-15 

Delegation from Bethel arrived  
Zechariah again receives the word of the Lord 

9th month 

518 BC 
Zechariah 7:1 

Jews completed the temple and dedicated it 12th month  
515 BC 

Ezra 6:15 

Xerxes 1 (Ahasuerus) reigned over Persia 486-464 BC Esther 2:16 

Artaxerxes I reigned over Persia 464-424 BC  

5,000 Jews returned to Israel under Ezra’s 
leadership 

458 BC Ezra 7:7 

Artaxerxes I authorized Nehemiah to rebuild 
Jerusalem’s walls 

445 BC Nehemiah 2:1 

Nehemiah led the third return to Israel 444 BC Nehemiah 2:9 

 

Outline: 

A. 1:7-6:8 – Eight night visions 

B. 6:9-15 – Ceremonial and Symbolic crowning of Joshua 

C. 7-8 – Word of the Lord given four times responding to delegation from Bethel 

a. 7:4-7 – Rebuke by the Lord – the people are not ready for the kingdom of God 

b. 7:8-14 – Command to Repent – become the people of God and the kingdom will come 

c. 8:1-17 – Promised Restoration 

d. 8:18-23 – Kingdom Age 

D. 9-14 – Oracles about the Messiah and the future Israel, or Two “burdens” of Zechariah: 

a. 9-11 – Zechariah’s first burden – the coming and rejection of Messiah 

b. 12-14 – Zechariah’s second burden – the coming and acceptance of Messiah 

 

Chapter 6 ends with 6:15 –  

“And this shall come to pass, if you will diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God.” 

 These things will come to pass “if” Zechariah’s generation diligently obeys the voice of the Lord 

 But, these things did not come to pass in Zechariah’s generation because the people did not 

obey because they could not obey  

 So, these prophecies will be fulfilled later when Israel “diligently obeys” the voice of the Lord 

 Israel will diligently obey when Zechariah 12:10 occurs,  

“I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace 

and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, 



2 
 

they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, 

as one weeps over a firstborn.” 

 

1. One question in Zechariah 1:2 results in the Lord giving four responses.  

a. But, none of the four responses answers the question 

b. Instead the four responses go directly to the heart of the issue 

2. The focus of Zechariah and the Lord’s ministry through Zechariah is the spiritual renewal of his 

generation (520 BC) 

Zechariah 7:1 – “In the fourth year of King Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah on 

the fourth day of the ninth month, which is Chislev. 

1. This word from the Lord came to Zechariah on December 7, 518 BC 

a. This is two years after the eight night visions 

b. This is three years before the temple is completed 

 

7:2 – “Now the people of Bethel had sent Sharezer and Regem-melech and their men to entreat 

the favor of the Lord, 

 
 

1. Bethel was 10 miles north of Jerusalem 

2. The leaders of the Jews in Bethel sent two representatives to ask the priest in Jerusalem a 

question 

3. The two Jewish delegates had Babylon names which would indicate they themselves had 

been born in Babylon and were among a group of exiles that had returned 

4. (Another possible translation and view of this verse is a Jew still living in Babylon named 

Bethel-Sharezar, which literally means “House of God – Protect the King”, had the title of 

Regemmelech, which literally means “King’s Friend”. He would have come from Babylon with 

royal authority from Darius to present this question 

7:3 – “saying to the priests of the house of the Lord of hosts and the prophets, “Should I weep 

and abstain in the fifth month, as I have done for so many years?” 

1. A delegation came from Bethel to ask if they should continue practicing the fast of the fifth 

month. 

2. The only fast in the Law of Moses was on the Day of Atonement found in Lev. 16:29; 23:27-32 
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3. The fast mentioned in this verse that the delegates from Bethel were asking about was not this 

biblical fast on the Day of Atonement, but a fast in the fifth month the memorialized the 

destruction f the temple in 586 BC. 

4. There were four fasts that the Jews had instituted themselves and had followed “for so many 

years” that all commemorated events connected to the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem: 

Fourth Month 
17th Day 

 Mourn the Capture of Jerusalem Jer. 52:6-30 

Fifth Month 
9th Day 

July/August Burning of Jerusalem and destruction 
of Solomon’s Temple 

2 Kings 25:2-10 

Seventh Month 
3rd Day 

 Commemorating the murder of 
Gedaliah, governor of Judah and 
Massacre of 80 men; One of the last 
acts of rebellion of Jeremiah’s 
Generation 

Jeremiah 41:2 

10 Month 
10th Day 

 Beginning of Nebuchadnezzar’s siege 
against Jerusalem  

2 Kings 25:1 

 

5. The delegation asks “done for so many years”, but the Lord identifies it as “for these seventy 

years” 

a. 586-515 BC is potentially the 70 year period referred to by Jeremiah (Jer. 25:11-12). 

i. Temple was destroyed in 586 BC 

ii. Temple was dedicated in 515 BC 

iii. The Jews had fasted for the destruction of the temple for almost 70 years in 518 

BC (the time of Zechariah 7) 

b. The delegation was asking: 

i. Has the kingdom come? 

ii. Is this now the fulfillment of the prophesied restoration the previous prophets 

spoke about? 

iii. Should we stop fasting and begin to celebrate? 

7:4 – “Then the word of the Lord of hosts came to me: 

 

 

7:5 – ““Say to all the people of the land and the priests, ‘When you fasted and mourned in the 

fifth month and in the seventh, for these seventy years, was it for me that you fasted? 

 

 

7:6 – “And when you eat and when you drink, do you not eat for yourselves and drink for 

yourselves? 

 

 

7:7 – “Were not these the words that the Lord proclaimed by the former prophets, when 

Jerusalem was inhabited and prosperous, with her cities around her, and the South and the 

lowland were inhabited?’” 

 

7:8 – “And the word of the Lord came to Zechariah, saying, 
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7:9 – ““Thus says the Lord of hosts, Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one 

another, 

 

 

7:10 – “do not oppress the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or the poor, and let none of 

you devise evil against another in your heart.” 

 

7:11 – “But they refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder and stopped their 

ears that they might not hear. 

 

7:12 – “They made their hearts diamond-hard lest they should hear the law and the words that 

the Lord of hosts had sent by his Spirit through the former prophets. Therefore great anger 

came from the Lord of hosts. 

 

7:13 – ““As I called, and they would not hear, so they called, and I would not hear,” says the 

Lord of hosts, 

 

7:14 – ““and I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations that they had not known. 

Thus the land they left was desolate, so that no one went to and fro, and the pleasant land was 

made desolate.” 
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