True Thanksgiving

Psalm 107, selected Scriptures

By Scott Carlson

November 21, 2021

INTRODUCTION: DEFINING THANKSGIVING

True thanksgiving is not as simple as one might
think.

This morning | want to thoroughly define
Thanksgiving and then read a Bible passage that

illustrates the definition.

I. DEFINING THANKSGIVING

A. WHAT THANKSGIVING IS NOT

Thanksgiving has always been a part of holy days,
but it isn’t something that should happen only on
holidays.

Ephesians 5:20a
always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to God, even the Father.

Thanksgiving isn’t only for when life is good, or a

project is done.

1 Thessalonians 5:18

in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.

It isn’t merely good feelings about life or things
that we have received, but it can happen in
anticipation of good things not yet known nor
received.

Philippians 4:6

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God.

Thanksgiving cannot happen alongside sin, vulgar

speech, or grumbling.

Ephesians 5:3, 4

But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be
named among you, as is proper among saints; and there must
be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not
fitting, but rather giving of thanks.

Thanksgiving cannot coincide with pride.
Luke 18:11

Thanksgiving cannot be experienced when it

discourages someone else.

1 Corinthians 14:7
For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other person is
not edified.

B. WHAT THANKSGIVING IS IN THE BIBLE
| found 11 categories of Thanksgiving in the Bible.

1. Formal Worship

Jonah 2:9
“But | will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving. That
which | have vowed | will pay. Salvation is from the Lord.”

2. Congregational (as well as private)

Psalm 35:18
| will give You thanks in the great congregation; | will praise
You among a mighty throng.

3. Testimony/Evangelism

1 Chronicles 16:8
Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; Make His deeds
known among the peoples.

4. Goal or Consequence of Salvation

1 Chronicles 16:35

Then say, “Save us, O God of our salvation, And gather us and
deliver us from the nations, To give thanks to Your holy name,
And glory in Your praise.”
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B. THANKSGIVING FOR THE GOD WHO
LEADS

1. Desperate Need, vv. 4, 5

2. Desperate Plea, v. 6

3. Deliverance, v. 7

4. Delightful Recognition of God’s Work, vv. 8,
9

C. THANKSGIVING TO THE GOD WHO
INFLICTS PAIN AND DELIVERS

1. Desperate Need, vv. 10-12

Here we see God’s direct involvement in their

desperate situation.

2. Desperate Plea, v. 13

3. Deliverance, v. 14

4. Delightful Recognition of God’'s Work, vv. 15,
16

D. THANKSGIVING TO THE GOD WHO
HUMBLES AND HEALS

1. Desperate Need, vv. 17, 18

2. Desperate Plea, v. 19

3. Deliverance, v. 20

4. Delightful Recognition of God’s Work, vv.
VV. 21, 22

E. THANKSGIVING TO THE GOD WHO
CONTROLS NATURE

1. Desperate Need, vv. 23-27

2. Desperate Plea, v. 28

3. Deliverance, v. 29

4. Delightful Recognition of God’s Work, vv.
31-32

The second misconception is what we say to
F. SUMMARY THANKSGIVING

1. God's sovereign providence in Man’s
Desperate Need, vv. 33-38

2. Man’s Humble Situation That Leads to A
Desperate Plea, V. 39

3. God's Deliverance as Justice for His
People, V. 40

4. Delightful Recognition of God’'s Work, vv.
41-43
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