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Jesus Comforts His Mother

John 19:25-27

Prayer:  Father, once again we thank you for this day, we th ank you 

for this day that we set aside to focus in on you, on the cross, on 

what you've done for us at the cross.  And so I pra y, Lord, this 

morning that you would give us your Holy Spirit 's p resence, your 

Holy Spirit 's power, the ability to focus in on tha t and by the 

grace and unction of your Holy Spirit to have it mo ve our lives in 

a permanent way, and we pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  

Well, this is the day that we remember Christ and h is cross and 

Jesus on the night before he died, he met with his disciples and 

celebrated a Passover supper with them for the last  time.  Matthew 

26  describes it, it says:  Now as they were eating, Jesus took 

bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it t o the disciples, 

and said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  And he too k a cup, and 

when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying , "Drink of it, 

all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, w hich is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell y ou I will not 

drink again of this fruit of the vine until that da y when I drink 



it new with you in my Father's kingdom."   So Jesus takes the bread 

and he takes the wine, he offers them up as the sym bols of his 

flesh and blood and he asks his disciples to eat th e bread and 

drink the cup in order to symbolically eat his fles h and drink his 

blood.  Then he asked them to remember this on a re gular basis, 

this is what we do, this is what we do every month,  we call it "the 

Lord's Table," and we celebrate it each month by me ditating on what 

it is the Lord Jesus Christ did for us on the cross , by examining 

ourselves, that is asking God's Holy Spirit to conv ict us of sin, 

by confessing our sins and then by participating in  the elements.  

John 6:53  says:  So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and  drink his 

blood, you have no life in you."   

Well, we have been working our way through the Gosp el of John and 

we've thus far worked our way up to the 19th chapte r.  Last time 

out we were we were looking at the actual event of the crucifixion.  

We were at John 19:17-18  which says:  And he went out, bearing his 

own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull , which in 

Aramaic is called Golgotha.  There they crucified h im, and with him 

two others, one on either side, and Jesus between t hem.   

I want to bring you back to where we were.  It was two months ago 

when we were actually looking at the crucifixion.  I want to 
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reprise what we covered back then to kind of put in to focus what 

we're going to be looking at today.  And what I was  talking about 

two months ago the last time is, what I was talking  about is a 

large part of the crucifixion is about shame.  Jesu s's crucifixion 

was designed by the devil to include the most inten se physical 

agony a human being could bear and along with that,  numerous areas 

of shame.  We mentioned five in particular:  There was the shame of 

expulsion, there was the shame of association, the shame of 

identification, the shame of poverty, and the shame  of nakedness.  

And just to kind of go over again what those were, understanding 

that in each case the devil made his move and his m ove was in order 

to maximize Jesus's shame.  And God demonstrated ov er and over 

again that he was in complete charge of each and ev ery event that 

was intended to bring shame and that he was capable  of turning each 

one into an object of glory and honor for his Son.  And we saw 

that's precisely what God did.  

Shame number one was the shame of expulsion.  Jesus  was being cast 

out.  And the first thing we noticed about Jesus's execution is 

that it takes place outside the city.  John 19:17  says:  And he 

went out, bearing his own cross.   Well "out" means outside the 

city.  It means outside the camp.  Jesus was crucif ied outside the 

city.  That's where the sacrificed animals were car ried.  Hebrews 

13  says:  For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brou ght 
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into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrif ice for sin are 

burned outside the camp.   Outside the camp is where the garbage is 

dumped.  It's where the refuse is placed.  It's whe re the devil had 

the crucifixion take place.  What the devil intende d for evil, God 

superintended for good.  The shame of expulsion whi ch brought Jesus 

outside the camp for his execution, that shame actu ally identified 

Jesus with us as sinners cast out from God's holy p resence by our 

sin.  Hebrews 13  tells us:  So Jesus also suffered outside the gate 

in order to sanctify the people through his own blo od.   

Now shame number two was Jesus's association and it  was an 

association with common criminals.  Luke 23  tells us:  Two others, 

who were criminals, were led away to be put to deat h with him.   

Well that was the devil's script for this and once again we see God 

manages to flip the script.  This shame of associat ion which places 

Jesus between two common criminals actually associa tes him with us 

as law breakers.  

Shame number three, that's the shame of identificat ion.  John 19:19  

says:  Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross.  

It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews."   Many of the 

Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jes us was crucified 

was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, i n Latin, and in 

Greek.   Now Pilate, actually Pilate and the devil himself  
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recognized that putting this sign over the broken, bloodied and 

naked Jesus, Jesus hung in between two common crimi nals was really 

shouting out in three different languages:  This, t his is your 

so-called king.  The Jews knew all too well that th at's exactly 

what Pilate was trying to communicate.  And so they  said to Pilate 

in verse 21:  "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but rather, 

'This man said, I am the King of the Jews.'"  Pilat e answered, 

"What I have written I have written."   See, Pilate insisted on a 

public display so that every local tribe and tongue  would 

understand exactly what was taking place there.  He  wanted that 

insult to sink in.  Little did he know he was doing  exactly what 

God's sovereign hand had designed.  I mean this sig n over Jesus was 

God's own pronouncement that Jesus was willingly id entifying 

himself as a crucified king.  

Shame number four, that was Jesus' extreme poverty.   Jesus owned 

nothing but the clothing on his back, and even that  was taken away.  

And for the shame of that, God used that to demonst rate his 

kindness.  You see the shame of poverty which took the only 

possession that Jesus actually had actually showed him to become 

willing to become poor to make us rich.  2 Corinthians  says:  For 

you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that t hough He was 

rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you t hrough His 

poverty might become rich.   

5



Shame number five was nakedness, being completely e xposed to the 

world, to the crowd, to the entire universe in this  state of abject 

shame.  God himself says in Psalm 22 :  They look and they stare at 

Me.   I mean Satan probably thought he had succeeded in  publicly 

humiliating the King of the universe.  Well that pr ofound shame 

actually demonstrated a love for us that was so dee p that Jesus was 

willing to identify with us in the nakedness of our  own sin by 

becoming naked before the world.  So Jesus is humbl ing himself over 

and over again through expulsion, through associati on, through 

identification, through poverty and through nakedne ss, and it gives 

new meaning to God's charge to us in Philippians 2:5  where he says:  

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Je sus, who, being 

in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with 

God, but made himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 

bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  An d being found in 

appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to the 

point of death, even the death of the cross.   

Well that was last time.  This morning I want to ta lk about yet 

another shame, and it may well have been the worst.   It 's our next 

reading in John 19.  Let me just read it to you.  T his is John 

19:25-27 .  It says:  Standing by the cross of Jesus where were his 

mother and his mother's sister, Mary, the wife of C lopas, and Mary 

Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother and the disci ple whom he 
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loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Woma n, behold, your 

son!"  Then he said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" And 

from that hour the disciple took her into his own h ome.   The shame 

we're going to speak about this morning is the sham e of having to 

encounter his mother Mary face to face while he's u ndergoing this 

torture.  While Jesus is actually hanging on the cr oss, while he is 

in the midst of absolute physical, psychological, a nd spiritual 

agony, I mean even while hanging nailed through his  hands and his 

feet, he's not thinking of himself, he's not thinki ng about the 

deep shame that he is bearing, instead he's thinkin g about his 

mother Mary.  He's thinking about her shame and her  pain.  See for 

her this long awaited sword, this sword that she ha d pondered and 

dreaded had finally come to pierce her.  See, some 33 years before, 

Mary was told about a sword.  She was told it would  one day come to 

pierce her.  33 years previously there was an incid ent that took 

place at the temple.  Mary and Joseph had gone ther e, and they had 

gone there with a baby Jesus to complete her purifi cation and to 

offer up sacrifice.  And so they're there at the te mple and while 

they're there at the temple, they're approached by an elderly man 

named Simeon.  Simeon's just a simple layman, he's somebody who 

deeply loved God, deeply loved the nation of Israel  but somebody 

that God had chosen to by the power of the Holy Spi rit speak 

prophetically into that moment.  This is how the Bi ble describes 

their encounter.  This is Luke 2:25 .  It says:  Now there was a man 
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in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man w as righteous and 

devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was upon him.  And it had been revealed to him by t he Holy Spirit 

that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  

And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when  the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according  to the custom 

of the law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

"Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in p eace, according 

to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have 

prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light fo r revelation to 

the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel."   And his father 

and his mother marveled at what was said about him.   And Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is 

appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel , and for a sign 

that is opposed (and a sword will piece through you r own soul 

also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be rev ealed."   

Well the sword, the sword that Simeon is speaking o f has to do with 

the role that one day Jesus would take on.  But thi s was not the 

first prophetic revelation about Jesus that Mary an d Joseph had 

received.  There was an angel who came and announce d the coming of 

the Savior to Joseph, and he clearly revealed in th at announcement 

what the purpose of this Jesus would be.  This is w hat he says in 

Matthew 1:20 , he says:  Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
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him  -- this is Joseph -- in a dream saying, "Joseph, son of David, 

do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that whi ch is conceived 

in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a so n, and you shall 

call his name Jesus, for he will save his people fr om their sins."   

So the angel tells Joseph right off the bat the rol e that Jesus is 

going to have, he's going to save his people from t heir sins.  Well 

there was another angel who told Mary that she hers elf would be 

blessed.  This is Luke 1:26.  It says:  In the sixth month, the 

angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galile e named 

Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name  was Joseph, of 

the house of David.  And the virgin's name was Mary .  And he came 

to her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lor d is with you!" 

But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tri ed to discern 

what sort of greeting this might be.  And the angel  said to her, 

"Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor w ith God."   

Now Mary truly was favored of God, but right from t he beginning 

Mary understood something, she understood that she,  too, needed a 

savior.  Mary acknowledged as much in her statement  known as the 

Magnificat.  This was a prayer of praise that she s tated when 

Elizabeth, who was pregnant with John the Baptist a t the time when 

Elizabeth came to visit her during her pregnancy wi th Jesus, and 

that's described in Luke 1 .  It says this, it says:  In those days 

Mary arose and went with haste into the hill countr y, to a town in 
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Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and g reeted 

Elizabeth.  And when Elizabeth heard the greeting o f Mary, the baby 

leaped in her womb.   This is John the Baptist leaping in the womb 

of Elizabeth over the presence of Jesus in the womb  of Mary.  And 

when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby  leaped in her 

womb.  And Elizabeth was fil led with the Holy Spiri t and she 

exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among w omen, and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb!  And Mary said, "My soul 

magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God m y Savior."   Now 

I want you to consider carefully that statement tha t Mary has just 

made.  I mean if Mary was truly sinless and spotles s, she would 

have no need of a Savior, and yet she exclaims, "My soul magnifies 

the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior."   You see, even 

if Mary was a highly favored obedient servant of Go d, she was still 

nevertheless a daughter of Adam and therefore a sin ner like us, 

someone also in need of a Savior.  

You know the scripture doesn't give us a lot of det ails about the 

life of Mary and as a result we all know there's a large division 

in Christendom centered about how we are to relate to Mary.  In 

1854 Pope Pius IX declared according to papal infal libility that 

all Catholics must accept as absolute truth the doc trine of the 

immaculate conception.  Now I bet you -- almost eve ry one of you, 

if you hear that, you think that's the doctrine tha t states that 
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Jesus was conceived without sin.  Well that's clear ly a doctrine 

that Protestants and Catholics could easily agree o n, but that's 

not what the immaculate conception is all about.  I t 's not about 

the conception of Jesus in the womb of Mary, it 's a bout the 

conception of Mary herself in the womb of her mothe r.  I mean among 

the prayers that I was taught as a young Catholic w as the prayer 

that states:  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us.  I 

believe that was a serious error.  You see, Catholi c theologians 

reason that for Jesus to be flawless, for Jesus to be perfect, he 

would have had to have had a flawless, perfect vess el to come into 

flesh through.  Therefore they reasoned that Mary t hrough the 

merits of Jesus was given the grace to be flawless as well.  

Protestants find no place in scripture that backs u p that claim.  

And again we differ with our Roman Catholic believe rs who believe 

that Mary was ever-virgin.  According to the Roman Catholic view, 

Mary remained a virgin for her entire life.  She ha d no other 

biological children.  Well, according to the Protes tant perspective 

there's ample evidence that Mary had other children  through Joseph 

because the scriptures describe multiple encounters  not just with 

Jesus but with his siblings.  Now one such encounte r occurs in 

Mark's gospel which describes what happens when the re's this large 

crowd around Jesus and the crowd is so large his fa mily can't get 

near him.  This is Mark 3 .  It says:  And his mother and his 

brothers came, and standing outside they sent to hi m and called 
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him.  And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, 

"Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking  you."  And he 

answered them, "Who are my mother and my brothers?"   And looking 

about at those who sat around him, he said, "Here a re my mother and 

my brothers!  For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother 

and sister and mother."   Well, Jesus is, he's obviously making a 

distinction between his actual brothers and mother and a spiritual 

brother and mother.  I mean he's saying spiritually  speaking, 

anyone who does the will of God becomes my brother,  my mother, my 

sister, but that makes no sense.  It makes no sense  to make that 

kind of comparison unless his actual brothers and m other are there 

with him.  There's other scriptural evidence as wel l.  In 1 

Corinthians 9  Paul says:  Do we not have the right to take along a 

believing wife, as do the other apostles and the br others of the 

Lord, and Cephas?   In Galatians 1  he says:  Then after three years 

I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained  with him 

fifteen days.  But I saw none of the other apostles  except James, 

the Lord's brother.   Matthew gospel makes the case through people 

who are obviously no fans of Jesus.  This is anothe r incident that 

took place in the gospel of Matthew.  It says:  And coming to his 

hometown he -- that's Jesus -- taught them in their synagogue, so 

that they were astonished, and said, "Where did thi s man get this 

wisdom and these mighty works?  Is not this the car penter's son?  

Is not his mother called Mary?  And are not his bro thers James and 
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Joseph and Simon and Judas?  And are not all his si sters with us?  

Where then did this man get all these things?"  And  they took 

offense at him.   These folks were clearly not fond of Jesus.  I 

mean these are folks who are astounded that Jesus i s assuming a 

position of spiritual authority since he and his fa mily are so well 

known.  These are the folks that are insisting that  Jesus had James 

and Joseph, Simon and Judas as his brothers and sis ters as well 

thus far unnamed.  Now we don't know much about Sim on and Joseph 

but we do know that James and Jude went on to each write a book of 

the New Testament.  We also know that they were now here to be found 

while Jesus is hanging on the cross.  And this kind  of brings us 

around to this awful connection that Jesus is makin g with his 

mother while he's hanging on the cross.  Again, John 19:25, it 

says:  Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his 

mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When 

Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved  standing 

nearby, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold your son!"  Then he 

said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!"  And fr om that hour the 

disciple took her to his own home.   

Well this should raise some pretty obvious question s.  The very 

first question is why didn't Jesus give over the ca re of his mother 

to James or Jude, to his half brothers?  Why isn't Jesus turning 

the care of his mother Mary over to the rest of his  family?  I 
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think we have a hint as to the reason why but it's found earlier in 

the seventh chapter of the gospel of John.  This is  the discussion 

that's taking place between Jesus and his siblings.   It says:  

After this Jesus went about in Galilee.  He would n ot go about in 

Judea, because the Jews were seeking to kill him.  Now the Jews' 

Feast of Booths was at hand.  So his brothers said to him, "Leave 

here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works 

you are doing.  For no one works in secret if he se eks to be known 

openly.  If you do these things, show yourself to t he world."  For 

not even his brothers believed in him.   I think that's our answer.  

Jesus's own family didn't believe in him.  The disc iple John did.  

I mean it's apparent that Jesus made the decision a bout his 

mother's welfare based on John's relationship to th e kingdom rather 

than Mary's blood relationship with her own childre n.  I think the 

facts are that Mary knew Jesus as Lord and Savior a nd her own 

children did not.  And that, too, must have been pa rt of the sword 

that was piercing Mary's heart.  See, part of the s word that Mary 

faced at the foot of the cross was the fact that he r own children 

were still mired in unbelief.  I don't believe that  was the case 

with Mary.  And whether or not Mary fully understoo d all of the 

ramifications of the cross, she clearly understood that she was a 

sinner in need of salvation, and at this point in t ime her other 

children didn't have that understanding.  In fact w e know that 

Jesus's brother James came to saving faith only aft er the 
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resurrected Jesus appeared to him.  This is a state ment made by 

Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 .  He says:  For I delivered to you as of 

first importance what I also received:  That Christ  died for our 

sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was  buried, that he 

was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and 

that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  Th en he appeared 

to more than five hundred brothers at one time, mos t of whom are 

still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles.   It took an appearance by the 

resurrected Christ to turn James around.  

You know, if you ever wonder about the parents of c hildren who have 

walked away from the faith, perhaps if you feel inc lined to judge 

them for where their children are spiritually, just  consider 

Jesus's brothers.  I mean they were arguably raised  by the most 

godly person who ever lived.  They were half brothe rs to God 

himself and yet stil l until God did a work in their  hearts they 

remained in unbelief.  God says the cross is foolis hness to them 

who are perishing.  And whether it's Jesus's own br others or your 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or friends,  it 's really all 

the same.  Until God opens eyes and ears, people wi ll be forever 

blind and deaf.  That's why I emphasize over and ov er again how 

critically important it is to recognize that sharin g the gospel is 

first and foremost a spiritual endeavor that must b e bathed in 
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prayer.  I mean, I say it all the time, I tell peop le there were 

only two people in the world who have access to the  inside of your 

loved one's head:  One of them is your loved one an d the other one 

is God.  It is far better to spend time on your kne es pleading for 

them, that God would give them the mercy of eyes th at see and ears 

that hear, and then presenting the gospel is simply  a matter of 

speaking the truth in love.  

As the elders begin distributing the bread, I'd lik e us to just 

take a couple of moments to consider the shame that  mankind and the 

devil hoped to heap on the flawless Son of God and to consider 

God's wisdom turning that shame into glory and to c onsider also in 

some of these minor details of the cross, the uniqu e pain that Mary 

and Jesus shared at the cross.  

Consider also as the elements are being distributed  God's warning 

about taking communion.  It 's found in 1 Corinthians 11.  It says 

this:  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat o f the 

bread and drink of the cup.  For he who eats and dr inks in an 

unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself , not discerning 

the Lord's body.  For this reason many are weak and  sick among you, 

and many sleep.  For if we would judge ourselves, w e would not be 

judged.  But when we are judged, we are chastened b y the Lord, that 

we may not be condemned with the world.   I repeat this warning 

16



every month.  I tell you communion is such a seriou s business that 

to enter into it in an unworthy manner as to litera lly court 

disaster.  I mean if you're not absolutely confiden t that you are a 

child of the King, if you're not absolutely certain  that by faith 

you've trusted in Christ as your Savior, if you fir st need to be 

reconciled to your brother or sister before you bri ng your 

sacrifice to the altar, then do not participate in the elements, 

just pass them on.  And again, like I share every m onth, you can 

also make the mistake on the other side of thinking , well, I have 

to be perfect, flawless, in order to be worthy to r eceive 

communion, and the devil loves that mistake as well .  You see, 

being a child of the King doesn't mean that you don 't sin, it 

doesn't mean that you don't ever fail.  And if you are a child of 

the King, you recognize that your salvation is a gi ft given to you 

by God, a gift that no one is ever capable of earni ng.  And I 

repeat this quote each month, Dane Ortlund puts it so well, he 

says:  "In the kingdom of God the one thing that qu alifies you is 

knowing that you don't qualify, and the one thing t hat disqualifies 

you is thinking that you do."  Now that also means that when you do 

fail, when you sin, you know that you have a Savior , you know that 

you have Christ in heaven advocating on your behalf .  You also know 

that God's Spirit is within you convicting you and so you grieve as 

children who knows that you have a Father who wants  to forgive and 

cleanse you, because God says:  If we confess our sins, he is 
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faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cle anse us from all 

unrighteousness.   And so when God speaks to us about the beauty of 

confession, we have to agree with him, we have to a gree with his 

Holy Spirit as he's convicting us, recognizing that  we have an 

advocate in heaven itself.  1 John 2:1  says:  My dear children, I 

write this to you so that you will not sin.  But if  anybody does 

sin, we have an advocate with the Father -- Jesus C hrist, the 

Righteous One.   And so it's because we know that we have his 

righteousness, Jesus's righteousness and not our ow n that we now 

realize that we are free to eat from his table.  An d so if you love 

your Lord, don't deny yourself the privilege that h e purchased for 

you.  You know, he lived the life that we were supp osed to live and 

then he died the death we deserved to die in our pl ace, so that we 

could be made worthy of heaven, and because of that , we can eat at 

his table.  And before we do, I'd like us to focus this morning on 

the deep shame that God sovereignly turned into pro found glory and 

the unique pain shared only by Mary and Jesus.  

1 Corinthians 11:23  says:  For I received from the Lord what I also 

delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 

betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 

said, "This is my body which is for you.  Do this i n remembrance of 

me."  So take and eat.
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As the elders begin distributing the cup, I want to  focus again a 

little bit more on Mary.  Mary was a uniquely chose n and favored 

vessel for God's glory.  It was her cousin Elizabet h speaking 

through the Holy Spirit who said to her, "Blessed are you among 

women!"  And it seems to be often the case with much blessin g comes 

much heartache.  See, Simeon's prediction was that a sword would 

pierce Mary's soul, and that was given to her at th e very, very 

beginning.  It was something she carried with her h er entire life.  

For 33 years Mary lived her life as a mother awaiti ng Simeon's 

prediction to unfold.  I believe Mary knew from the  very beginning 

that Jesus was the Messiah.  I mean she clearly kne w from the very 

beginning of his public ministry that Jesus was cap able of the 

miraculous.  I mean it was Mary, if you recall, who  asked Jesus to 

intervene at this wedding that had run out of wine.   It was Mary 

who asked for and saw Jesus's first miracle.  And n o doubt she was 

highly aware of all of the other miracles because w e know that Mary 

was a person who thought very deeply about spiritua l things.  When 

the shepherds came to Mary, they explained how the angels had 

appeared to them and they said:  For there is born to you this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lo rd.   Well 

scripture then says But Mary treasured up all these things, 

pondering them in her heart.   Years later Mary and Joseph went 

through the trauma of thinking that Jesus had been lost or 

kidnapped because he was no longer to be found in t heir caravan and 
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so they're frantically backtracking, and they're do ing this for a 

couple of days and eventually they find him in the temple at age 12 

or 13 and he's amazing the teachers of the law.  It 's described in 

Luke 2:47.  It says:  And all who heard him were amazed at his 

understanding and his answers.  And when his parent s saw him, they 

were astonished.  And his mother said to him, "Son,  why have you 

treated us so?  Behold, your father and I have been  searching for 

you in great distress."  And he said to them, "Why were you looking 

for me?  Did you not know that I must be in my Fath er's house?"  

And they did not understand the saying that he spok e to them.  And 

he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was  submissive to 

them, and his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.   

You know Mary, she finds her 12-year-old son in the  temple and he's 

astounding the great teachers of Israel.  And so wh at do we find?  

We find Mary taking these things in and she's ponde ring them and 

she's treasuring them in her heart.  And then there 's the obvious 

issue of Jesus himself.  How could Mary not know wh o Jesus was?  

How would you like to raise the only perfect child who's ever 

existed?  I mean I don't know how a perfect infant behaves.  I mean 

is there such a thing as the terrible twos?  Probab ly wasn't, I 

mean, I don't know.  I don't know what it was like for him as an 

adolescent either.  I mean the only information we have about young 

Jesus is this incident that takes place in the temp le.  Clearly 

Mary had an enormous amount of things to ponder in her heart about 
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Jesus.  And no doubt she pondered often what Simeon  actually meant 

by telling her that a sword would one day pierce he r heart.  And 

now standing at the foot of the cross she knows pre cisely what 

Simeon meant.  Here was her beloved flawless son an d he's naked and 

he's bleeding, and he's hanging crucified before he r.  All of the 

agonies that Jesus endured seeing his mother's soul  pierced by this 

sword had to be unbearable.  

You know, it's so often said that vicarious pain is  the worst pain 

there is.  If you ask any couple who's been going t hrough the agony 

of having a spouse dying of some disease, you quick ly learn that 

there are two very different types of pain that the y are suffering.  

There's one set of pain for the spouse who is dying  and yet another 

one for those -- for the one who is witnessing it.  I've heard 

dying spouses sometimes say that their role was the  easier one to 

bear, that witnessing a loved one's pain is more pa inful than 

actually enduring it.  We can only guess at the exc hanged agony 

that took place as Jesus's eyes lock on to his moth er Mary.  

But you know she wasn't the only one who met Jesus' s gaze during 

the crucifixion.  We know that Jesus at one point d uring that whole 

process locked eyes with Peter.  We also know that it happened at 

the worst possible time for Peter.  I mean a servan t girl had 

accused him of being with Jesus in the midst of his  third denial 
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that he even knew Jesus, this last denial accompani ed by cursing.  

We read in the scripture, it says:  The Lord turned and looked at 

Peter.  Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord,  how He had said 

to him, "Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me  three times."  

So Peter went out and wept bitterly.   Peter was overwhelmed with 

shame.  Well once again Jesus has locked eyes but i t 's with someone 

who has done no wrong and yet still is touched deep ly by shame.  I 

mean it's very difficult to put into words what mus t have 

transpired between Jesus and Mary while Jesus is ha nging on the 

cross, but we do know once again that shame is at t he center of it.  

Jesus's own mother had to see him naked, panting, b leeding, and 

dying but at the center of her agony was this overw helming shame.  

I mean I don't know what it 's like for a parent who  has to go 

through the agony of having a child who brings them  deep shame.  I 

don't know what it's like to have a son who's convi cted of rape or 

a daughter of prostitution or drug dealing or murde r or slander or 

something like that, I can only imagine the deep sh ame that 

attaches itself to a parent in those circumstances.   Mary was 

confronting the deepest shame a parent would ever c onfront, and 

she's confronting it because her son was now profou ndly guilty.  

Both Peter and Mary locked eyes with Jesus but thei r circumstances 

although altogether different had one common theme.   It took one 

look from Jesus to a guilty Peter to have him absol utely collapse 

in sorrow and grief.  Peter was caught by Jesus in the very act of 

22



denying his Savior, an act accompanied by curses.  I mean in the 

middle of his cursing Peter looks over and locks ey es with Jesus 

and that connection changed his life for the rest o f his life.  

Just imagine what it would be like to be caught in the very act 

like Peter was.  I mean to be caught gossiping or l ying or cheating 

or lusting or stealing and you look up and you're l ocked into the 

eyes of your Savior and they're boring into you.  J esus no doubt 

locked eyes with his mother, but unlike Peter she w as not cursing 

or lying or cheating.  She was instead aching the d eepest ache a 

human being could ever ache.  She was seeing her so n hanging there 

not just accused of rape or gossip or stealing or s lander or 

lusting or any other sin but guilty on all counts.  God says:  For 

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become 

the righteousness of God in Him.   The spotless Lamb of God, the Son 

of God is hanging on a cross literally becoming sin  for us.  And 

while he's hanging there naked, bleeding and absorb ing all of the 

evil sinful humankind could produce, he has to see his mother in 

this state and he has to comfort her.  The sword is  now piercing 

her heart, and he knows it.  And we know for a fact  that Jesus 

knows how painful vicarious pain is because only we eks previously 

he was at a scene of deep grief and mourning as his  dear friend 

Lazarus has died.  We read the story with the benef it of knowing 

that Jesus is very God and that he has the power an d he has the 

will to raise Lazarus from the dead, but I think we  miss out on the 
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fact that Jesus as one hundred percent man identifi ed thoroughly 

and vicariously with the pain that Lazarus's sister s were going 

through.  I mean he identified so much so that John 's gospel said 

that Jesus began to weep.  The human part of Jesus cries out at the 

pain of death itself and the fear and despair that the gaping hole 

of grief is creating in Lazarus's sisters.  Jesus k new full well 

how deeply that vicarious pain cut, so much so that  he not only 

wept, scripture says he wailed.  Now that very same  pain he saw 

written all over the face of his mother and unlike Lazarus, there 

wasn't a thing God himself could do about it.  You can't quantify 

the pain that Jesus had to feel seeing the look of abject horror on 

his own mother's face as she reflects back to him t he horror that 

Jesus had become.  The prophet Isaiah a thousand ye ars earlier had 

described what Mary would see when she looked on he r Son.  Speaking 

of Jesus as he hung on the cross, this is what Isai ah said:  His 

appearance was so disfigured that he did not look l ike a man, and 

his form did not resemble a human being.   Mary's sword had finally 

reached its mark.  You can't quantify that kind of pain between a 

mother and a son because you can barely even descri be it, and 

that's only a part of what Jesus went through for y ou and for me.  

And that's why every single time we begin to doubt God's love, 

God's care or God's concern for us, God tells us ov er and over 

again, go to the cross.  For God so loved the world that he gave 

his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him  should not 
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perish but have everlasting life.   Think on the depth of that love.  

His profound shame, our profound gain.  

1 Corinthians 11:25  says:  In the same manner he also took the cup 

after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant  in my blood.  

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance o f me."  So take 

and drink.   

We now are at our heart, hands and feet, the part w here we try to 

have some kind of practical representation of what it means to 

remember the Lord Jesus Christ.  Again I want to go  back to Mary.  

I think we protestants don't know what to do with M ary.  We think 

the Catholics honor her too much so we honor her no t at all.  I 

mean she is and she always has been a model of what  faithful 

obedience is all about.  There's one thing that Mar y did her entire 

life that made a huge difference in how she handled  the sword that 

came into her life.  See, Mary was a ponderer.  She  was a thinker, 

a meditator.  She treasured up things in her heart about Jesus. 

You know there's so much talk today about how incre dibly important 

it is to feed your body the right things and that's  a good thing.  

But it 's far more important, far more important tha n feeding your 

body is what you feed your head.  It 's what you med itate on.  It's 

what you ponder.  It 's what you treasure.  You see in the end what 
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you feed your head is still going to matter long af ter your body is 

dead and gone.  Philippians 4  says:  Finally, brethren, whatever 

things are true, whatever things are noble, whateve r things are 

just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are  lovely, 

whatever things are of good report, if there is any  virtue, and if 

there is anything praiseworthy, meditate on these t hings.   The Lord 

Jesus Christ is the essence of all of those things.   He is the 

essence of what is true, what is noble, what is jus t, what is pure, 

what is lovely.  So you ask yourself, okay, how do I do that?  How 

do I meditate on Jesus?  It's not easy, I agree, bu t I think what 

you need to do is just grab ahold of some things an d just kind of 

chew on them.  To meditate means to chew like a cow  chews its cud, 

to run a thought over and over into your mind.  

I know sometimes one of the things that I think of is, you know, 

the very first time I heard that Jesus was on the c ross for six 

hours, in my cynical days I'd say, oh, big deal, si x hours and he 

pays for everybody's sin, he's done.  It's over and  done with.  It 

was awful but it was only six hours.  And then I th ought of the 

verse in 2 Peter which says:  Beloved, do not forget this one 

thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years and a 

thousand years is as one day.   And the literalist, mathematical 

part of me said, well, let's see, that's one-fourth  of a day, 

one-fourth of a thousand years, that means that Jes us was on the 
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cross for 250 years, if you want to be mathematical  about it.  Then 

I started to think, well, wait a minute.  God is in  control of time 

and God is perfectly just and so there must have be en some kind of 

transaction in which Jesus is hanging on the cross,  paid the full 

price of an eternity in hell for every single perso n he's paying 

the price for, and could it be that God could fit e ternity into six 

hours?  Could he fit hundreds of millions of eterni ties into six 

hours?  Could Jesus have entered into a time where he eternally -- 

I don't know.  But that's the kind of things that I  wrap my mind 

around when I'm trying to meditate about what Jesus  did on the 

cross.  I mean literally what you're doing is you'r e trying to 

fathom the unfathomable.  But the more that you do it, the more you 

realize the depth of what it is he did for us.  Whe n I grew up, I'd 

say, Oh, Jesus went to the cross and he opened up t he gates of 

heaven.  Big deal.  Well, the more you look at it, the more you 

realize it's a huge deal.  You know it says:  "For God so loved the 

world," and everything hinges on that little tiny word "so, " 

because the deeper you go into the cross, the more that word 

becomes " so  loved the world."  And so what I'm suggesting that  we 

do is that we imitate Mary in the way she pondered,  in the way she 

treasured.  

My job, as I said, my job description is very simpl e.  It 's my job 

to make you fall deeper and deeper in love with Jes us Christ.  And 
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the way you do that is you recognize what it is he' s done and the 

way you do that is you think about it, you meditate  on it, you chew 

on it.  And so my suggestion for us is to pick a ve rse.  Just pick 

any verse from the gospels, anything that has to do  with the cross, 

and just think about it and ask God to give you the  ability to just 

kind of mull it over.  Just run it over in your min d over and over 

again, see if God won't give you the ability to gro w and deepen 

your love because when that love gets deeper and de eper, it reaches 

a certain point where it can't be contained in you any more and 

you've got to share it.  That's how the whole proce ss works.  Let's 

pray. 

Father, I just again, I thank you for what you've d one in your Son 

on the cross.  I thank you, Lord, that we can exami ne it over and 

over and over again and never even begin to plumb t he depths of 

what you've done for us.  I thank you that it is un fathomable.  I 

pray that you would give us the ability to fathom t iny, tiny pieces 

of it so that we might grow in our love for you, an d I pray this in 

Jesus' name.  Amen.  
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