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“Marriage: Permanent Partners” 

Matthew 19:3-12 
 

  I. TRAP: “Pharisees came...testing” (vv.3-6) 

 A. Question #1: “Is it lawful...to divorce” = is it permitted? (v.3) 

  1. Attack: "Pharisees...testing Him" = tempting, attempting to ensnare (v.3a) 

   * The Pharisees were hoping to discredit His authority to His listeners. 

  2. Approach: "divorce...for any cause at all" = to dismiss, release, discharge (v.3b) 

   * The Pharisees wanted to force Him to pick sides on the divorce debate. 

 B. Answer #1: “let no man separate” (vv.4-6) = No. Divorce is never God's will. 

  1. Creation: "made them male and female" = one man for one woman (v.4) [Genesis 1:27] 

   * The original plan was one man for one woman, with no provision for remarriage. 

  2. Connection: “leave...cleave...one flesh" = new intimate relationship (vv.5-6a) [Genesis 2:24] 

   * The original plan was a new blood bond, with no provision for disconnection. 

  3. Caution: "let no man separate" = no longer two - let no one separate or disunite (v.6b) 

 * The original plan was a permanent union, with no provision for spouses to sever. 

 II. TRUTH: “Moses permitted you...” (vv.7-9) 

A. Question #2: “Why then did Moses command..?” = charge, direct (require) (v.7) 

1. Protection: "a certificate of divorce" = document of desertion (v.7a) [Deuteronomy 24:1-4] 

 * A written form that officially released one's wife with dignity and respectability. 

  2. Partition: "send her away" = to divorce her, to let loose from, to release (v.7b) 

  * A breaking of the marriage covenant and forcing her out of the home [children?]. 

 B. Answer #2: “Moses permitted you to divorce” = allowed you to dismiss (vv.8-9) 

  1. Problem: "your hardness of heart" = your obstinacy, your stubbornness (v.8a) 

   * The Jewish men were defiantly doing this, and so God needed to care for the wives. 

  2. Permission: "it has not been this way" = no one had done it this way before Moses (v.8b) 

  * The gift and blessing of marriage was being selfishly modeled by God's chosen people. 

  3. Perversion: "whoever divorces... commits adultery" = remarriage is adultery (v.9) 

  * Divorce pressures the wife to commit adultery, unless she has already done so. 

III. TRUST: “disciples said... He said” (vv.10-12) 

A. Reaction: “it is better not to marry” = not advantageous or expedient (v.10) 

  1. Confusion: "if the relationship...is like this" = since marriage is permanent (v.10a) 

     *  Marriage is for life, indissoluble apart from the death of one of the partners. 

  2. Conclusion: "it is better not to marry" = avoid trouble, avoid marriage (v.10b) 

    * The disciples reacted to Jesus' words, saying it was easier to never get married. 

B. Reception: “not all men can accept this” = few will embrace this (vv.11-12) 

    1. Contrast: "eunuchs...born...made...made themselves" = limited numbers (vv.11-12a) 

    * Three types of eunuchs - by birth, by force or by choice (refusing to remarry). 

    2. Command: "He who is able...let him accept it" = if empowered, then embrace (v.12b) 

      * He who has the ability to make room for this saying, make room for it.  
 


