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One great mistake in the study of church history is thinking that church history itself is a great mistake. Sometimes this takes the form of thinking that Christianity was somehow intended to be this free-flowing movement without institution or authority, and each person tuning in their own special messages from God. 
At other times, it takes the form of people trying to “get back to Jewish roots”—and so people spend more effort and energy on attending to those shadows of Christ that have been obsoleted rather than dwelling upon the substance of Him who is the Light to whom they looked forward, by those simple means that He established: Word, sacrament, prayer. 
And there is yet another—nearly opposite but related—mistake, and that is to see church history as something that began poorly for a couple thousand years, but is finally reaching an age of liberated enlightenment, where we realize that we are better and wiser than all of those who have gone before us, and now at last, we will be the self-fulfilled and super-sweet-to-the-world people that we were meant to be all along, with just a little help from our friend Jesus.
To help navigate all these mistakes, we’ve been considering how the New Testament considered the Apostolic Church to be the beginning of the final phase of history, one that would be fully in place by the completion of the apostles’ ministry, and continue until the return of Christ.
First, we considered that the Scripture saw Christ’s coming as “the fullness of time” and Pentecost as “the last days” and the time of the apostles as “the ends of the ages.
Then, we began considering some of these intentional transitions that Scripture expected: 
· Institutionalizing of the church, with elder and deacon officers. 
· The transition to a worldwide body, and local bodies, and of course individual Christians, that are governed and directed by means of a completed Bible.
· A worldwide, primarily Gentile church
· A church that is looking forward to the completion of its mission and to final and full enjoyment of Christ’s triumph forever.

1. Primarily JewishPrimarily Gentile
a. The “Last Word” of Acts. Acts 28:17-31
b. The eternal plan for the Great Commission. Romans 9:3-8; 11:7, 11-15, 25-26 (indeed the whole of chs. 9-11, but these are the key texts for understanding)
c. The necessity of understanding the rejection of “ethnic” Israel over against the “Israel of God” (Gal 6:14-16, Rom 9:3-8) 
d. Critically important to (c) is the Fall of Jerusalem (and not confusing it with the Return of Christ)
i. Do not be deceived. Matt 24:4-14 (v13 one of the main themes of Revelation, and applicable to every Christian in every age)
ii. Mutually exclusive characteristics of the two events.
1. Fall of Jerusalem. Predictable and escapable. Matt 24:15-22.
2. Return of Christ. Unpredictable and inescapable. Matt 24: 23-44.
iii. Key for understanding time: “these things” (v34, referring to events in vv15-22) v.s. “that day” (v36)

2. Looking forward to fulfillment. What is left to be done?
a. Matt 28:18-20, Acts 1:6-8
b. Matt 24:14
c. Rom 8:19-25
d. 2Peter 3:1-18

Jesus Christ is still building His church! There are two important themes in the rest of church history: preservation and progress. Preservation of doctrine and practice, and progress of mission. When we get these two things confused, we set ourselves up for trouble. Reformation is never “continual change for the sake of continual change.” It is always a “back to the Bible” movement. Therefore, Reformations throughout history will “rhyme” because they are re-forming back to the same standard. But similarly stagnation of mission is not a “symptom” of Reformation, but rather evangelistic and missionary zeal… progression of mission!
