
GOD’S GOSPEL

of GRACE
PAUL’S LETTER TO THE GALATIANS



ACTS 13–15  



“They did not deny that you must believe in Jesus 
for salvation, but they stressed that you must be 
circumcised and keep the [Jewish] law as well.... 
You must let Moses finish what Christ has begun. 
Or rather, you yourself must finish, by your 
obedience to the law, what Christ has begun. You 
must add your works to the work of Christ. You 
must finish Christ’s unfinished work.”

— John Stott, Only One Way: The Message of Galatians



ACTS 13–15 & GALATIANS?



ACTS 13–15 & GALATIANS

• Acts 13-14 records the planting of the Galatian churches in AD 46-47. 

Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, & Derbe are cities in southern Galatia.

• Acts 13-14 records the constant outside opposition to 
the young Galatian churches.

• Acts 15 records the immediate doctrinal threat faced by 
the early churches, including those in Galatia 
(addressed at the Jerusalem Council in ad48).
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GALATIANS 1:1–10

Scripture Reading



THE MAIN POINT OF GALATIANS 1:1–10



THE MAIN POINT OF GALATIANS 1:1–10

The church must never abandon 
the gospel of God’s grace for a

different, distorted message.



THE ONE & ONLY GOSPEL
GALATIANS 1:6–10

1. There is one—and only one!—gospel message by 

which God graciously saves sinners (verses 6-7).

2. Those who distort the one gospel that was preached 

by the apostles will face God’s judgment (verses 8-9). 
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WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

• Jesus is God the Son become human, he is Lord, and 
he is the Messiah (verses 1, 3).

• The Lord Jesus Christ willingly sacrificed himself for 
our sins (verse 4).

• God the Father raised Jesus, the Messiah, from the 
dead (verse 1).

• To experience the grace of Christ, you must personally 
hear and receive this gospel (verses 8-9).
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WHAT ARE POPULAR “CONTRARY”
GOSPEL MESSAGES?



WHAT ARE POPULAR “CONTRARY”
GOSPEL MESSAGES?

• The Roman Catholic gospel

• The Mormon gospel

• The therapeutic gospel

• The health-wealth-prosperity gospel

• The universalist gospel



“If any one saith, that, after the grace of Justification 
has been received, to every penitent sinner the guilt is 
remitted, and the debt of eternal punishment is blotted 
out in such wise, that there remains not any debt of 
temporal punishment to be discharged either in this 
world, or in the next in Purgatory, before the entrance 
to the kingdom of heaven can be opened to him; let 
him be anathema.”

— The Council of Trent, Canon 30 
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THE ONE & ONLY GOSPEL
GALATIANS 1:6–10

1. There is one—and only one!—gospel message by 

which God graciously saves sinners (verses 6-7).

2. Those who distort the one gospel that was preached 

by the apostles will face God’s judgment (verses 8-9). 

3. Those who communicate the gospel must seek the 

approval of God alone (verse 10).
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