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SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD

“And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as s& at meat, there came a
woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precias] she brake the
box, and poured it on his head. 4 And there were some that hadymattion within themselves,
and said, Why was this waste of the ointment made? 5 For it infglve been sold for more
than three hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. Aegl thurmured against her.
6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? She hatbught a good work on me.
7 For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever yeywithay do them good: but me
ye have not always. 8 She hath done what she could: she i @worehand to anoint my body
to the burying. 9 Verily | say unto you, Wheresoever thsspel shall be preached throughout
the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spokefooh memorial of her” (Mark
14:3-9).

It seems most evangelical commentators believegdasthat the accounts in Matthew, Mark and
John are the same, and that the woman who anointed freBethany was Mary, sister of
Lazarus. There was a somewhat similar incident recardedke 7:36 when Jesus was dining
with a Pharisee whose name was also Simon (a venynom name in those times, as John or
Bill is today in our culture). An unnamed woman came itih\an alabaster box of ointment and
washed His feet with her tears, putting on the ointireamd drying His feet with her hair.

There the similarity ends This woman in Luke was a repentant sinner. (Someidk she was
Mary Magdalene). Because Jesus allowed h&uchHim, Simon the Pharisee protested much.
Jesus gave an illustration about forgiveness. He toladvtimean her sins welf@rgiven and riled

up the JewsThe Luke incident is mucéarlier in the ministry of Christ. It wasot said to be in
Bethany, while Luke does record Him visiting th&ter in Luke 10:38, where He found Martha
serving, and Mary sitting at Jesus’ feet, which is soadtaristic of these two women. Let us
examine three main points about tee&condvomanwho anointed Jesus.

THE MAGNITUDE OF HER DEED

This was the last time in his earthly life that Jegaged Bethany. Remember that Lazarus lived
there with his sisters, Mary and Martha. This is wheemighty miracle was wrought by Jesus
of raising Lazarus from the dead; a man who had beenfdeadays! Remember Jesus had told
Martha (andug), “I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live: And whosever liveth and believatme shall never die. Believeth thou
this?” (John 11:25, 26)Believeththou this reader? | askou this question. A question we
will explore another time soon, D.V., along with gtery of Lazarus.

This time Jesus was having dinner at the house of Simotegbe whom He had healed (see
Mark14:3; Matthew 26:6). No, scriptudoesn’t expressly safat Christ healed him, but two
things are evidentirst, a leper under the Mosaic law was not allowed to minvgth clean



society, much less dine with them, unless healstond leprosy was an almoshcurable
disease, meaning thahly God could heal it. Evidently Simowas healed, or Jesus and other
guestswould not be thereThird, sinceonly God could heal it, and Jesus ChisiGodin the
flesh, obviously He healed him. Simon was called “the lepertlistinguish him from other
Simons, because it was a very common Hebrew namewBsisimilar to Matthew (Levi), still
being called a tax collector, though he wadonger that but adiscipleof our Lord.

As they sat at dinner, a woman came with an alabasterolb ointment, very expensive
spikenard, and she broke the box and poured it over His hea

Albert Barnes remarks: “Alabaster is a species of raabktinguished for being light,
and of a beautiful white colour, almost transparent.ds wiuch used by the ancients for
the purpose of preserving various kinds of ointment(iby.

This alabaster box, or cruse, was very beautiful, hacctuse itself rather costly. The ointment
inside was not medicinal, but rathemperfume pure nard from the orient, with a very pleasant
odor. We are told she brake the box. Albert Barnesstékat to mean she “broke the seal”,
otherwise she couldn’'t have poured it easily, and someldwthen in reality have been
wasted.) | do not know if he is correct or not, but either waye €ared very little how costly
the perfume was, sheillingly gave it for Christ.

John’s account again shows us these two women, Manthdary, right in character, Martha
serving, and Mary worshippingThere they made him a supper; and Martha served: but
Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with Him. Theak Mary a pound of ointment
of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, ankavHis feet with her hair: and
the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.” (John 223)

John’s account tells us several additional things. Jesdi€ome into Bethany six dalysforethe
Passover, yet Matthew and Mark speak of this incideimglie/o days beforéhe Passover. A
discrepancy has been imagined. The answer is thatthrandikely Jesus abode there in Bethany
for the difference of four days with his friends Lazatartha and Mary. These were ttlesest
friends He had on earth, besides His disciples,Haenjoyedbeing with them. John tells us that
these three, along with some of the disciples, andaps others, were there at Simon the leper’s
house for the dinner. Martha was serving, Lazarus wededtble (the recipient of the miracle of
being raised from among the dead), and Mary was preoccupiesvarshipof her Lord.

So here at this table we havdh@aled leper a man who had beenised from the dead and
two others that were loved by Jesus, haaltgere sinners saved by His gracélVhat a sight,
as Jesus Christ was about to go to be crucified inaleragwhich was about two miles away),
and bring final fulfillment to 333 Old Testament prophesmscerning Himself!

But meanwhile, Mary anointed Him (for John 12:3 tellstusas Mary who took the pound of
spikenard and anointed Jesus). Matthew and Mark telf ber anointingHis head while John
tells us she anointed alsbs feetand wiped them with her hair. It was easy tadodth, because
at the table in those times, one did not sit in archmit rather reclined on couches. The four
gospelsdo not contradict each other, butompliment each other. John expounds on the
incident by telling us thatand the house was filled with the odour of the ointment” (John
12:3b).



We are told that some were filled with indignatiordasomplained and saiiWhy was this
waste of the ointment made?”(Mark 14:4atthew says the complainers wéithe disciples.
Mark says $ome had indignation among themselvediut John, who was no doubt there,
shows Judas Iscariot as tinstigator. He who was about to betray Christ was the one hdtb
the money bag, and often cheated and stole from istétéed the complaints, pretending to be
concerned about the poor. They all understood the vdldkisospikenard- a pound (twelve
ounces in present US weight), could be sold for 300 pencer{itgnar aboutone year's wages
for the average working man ofthat century. Compared to today in America, that would
possibly be $25,000 to $30,000. Of course wages were lower tlkatipart of the world, as
they still are today. Even if today’s valuedsly equivalent to $10,000 to $15,000, it is still a
considerablesum. My point is; the alabaster box and spikenard veag valuable by any

standard.
THE FAITH OF HER DEED

When the murmuring began, our Lord spoke up immediately. aite“set her alone; why
trouble ye her? She hath wrought a good work on me” (Mark 14:6jrist was ready to take
the side of one who was intent on worshipping Him. Warstas the very thing that stirred the
devil here. Sure, the ointment was costly, but Maryefsen at His feet to worship Him, wanted
to honor him withall she had.Did she perceive that He was about to give His lifesioners? |
believe so, because John tells us that Jesus katdher alone; against the day of my burying
she hath kept this” (John 12:7)it appears she had more spiritual perception than anydhe in
room. Sheknew it would be the last time to do Him good. It was adlef faith, andemember
who it is that gives thgift of faith. “ For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works lest any m&rould boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9)

Mary and Martha both had faith, but manifested it irfedént ways. Marthaerved Mary
worshipped Martha gets commendation as well. In his commentaryhenGospel of John,
Arthur W. Pink said:

“And Martha served”This is most blessed. This was her characteristic rdethfo
showing her affection. On a former occasion the Uwad gently reproved her for being
"cumbered with much serving," and because she was anxiduscubled about many
things. But she did not peevishly leave off serving altogetie; she still served: served
not the less attentively, buore wisely. Love is unselfish. We are not to feast on our
own blessings in the midst of a groaning creation, rathfewe to be channels of blessing
to those around: John 7:38, 39. But mark here that Marteeigs is connected with the
Lord: "They made him a supper and Martha served.his alone is true service. We
must not seek to imitate others, still less, work f@r $ake of building up a reputation for
zeal. It must be done to, and for, Christtways abounding in the work of the Lord".
(1 Corinthians 15:58).

"And Martha served™ no longer outside the presence lofisC as on a former
occasion—note her "serve alone" in Luke 10:40. "In Masthserving’ now we do not
find her being ‘cumbered’, but something that is acceptable, the joy of resurrection,
the new life, unto Him who has given $ervice is in its true place when we have first
received all from Himand the joy of it as begotten by Himself sweetly ministers t6 Him
(second paragraph quoted by Pink is from Malachi Tayi8))(Emphasis mine-cmw)



Mary’'s anointing of Jesus’ body was an act of faod gives faith - honors faith. Mary was
seeing the moment of the crcmsd beyond Remember both had been at Lazarus’ tomb. Both
agreed, and both said to Jeslis/ou had been here my brother would not have died.” (John
11:21; John 11:32).Mary and Marthasaw that miracle power. Simogsaw that miracle power.
Lazarus who had been dead, yet was now alaxethat miracle power. Some had called the
anointing fvasté’, but that done in faith for Christ and in the faith@rist isnever waste. To
the unregenerate, and unspiritual it wosggmto be “waste”.

Judas, the thief and traitor, had pretended to be cadeaimout the poor, but Jesus, whkally
does careabout the poor, saitFor ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will
ye may do them good: but me you have not always”( Mark 14:7).

THE HONOR OF HER DEED

The commendations of Jesus Christ in scripture to mer¢éals aregemarkable. This is because
any good work He receives from us is because we haveredddis free grace in the first place!
All of grace, all praise to Him! We are nothing without Him!

What an honor to have the Lord Christ commend yow dianged heart, (which He changed!)
draws His praise. In our text in Mark, He tells all wlr@ there (and us through the Gospels),
regarding the woman who anointed Hifrhe hath done what she couldHe says that
whereverthe gospel is preached, this will be remembered as a ménwier. Wherever--
India, China, Japan, England, the Philippines, the UnitateSt-wherever and whenevethis
gospel shall be preached, what she has done shalhimnmberedas a memoriakhe hath done
what she could!Jesus, no mere teachéyt God Himself declares it andt is so! What He
commends is commended still. What He curses is curtledtv and for always!

Now in 2010 A.D., two millenniums later, we are rightthis very momenthaving amemorial
service! We are remembering a poor, trembling sinner; a creaturigesii and blood like
ourselvespecause He told us we would What is done for Hinm true faith, which He alone
gives to His children, is never waste8he hath done what she coultHow marvelous are His
ways! May He inspire us, and enable us to do what wé W8 can only do that by His
marvelous grace!
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