
EXODUS 21:22-24 
  

 I. “HER FRUIT” 

  A. “WITH CHILD”  =  “PREGNANT” 

  B. “HER FRUIT”  =  “HER CHILD / CHILDREN” 

  C.  NOT AN AMBIGUOUS TERM, SUCH AS . . .  

    1.   “FRUIT OF THE WOMB” 

    2.   “SEED OF MAN” 

    3.   “PRODUCT OF CONCEPTION” 

  
 II. “DEPART” 

  A. NOT A TECHNICAL TERM FOR “MISCARRIAGE” (cp. NASV) 

  B. NOT A TECHNICAL TERM FOR “PREMATURE BIRTH” (cp. NIV) 

  C. A VAGUE & GENERIC TERM THAT CAN IMPLY EITHER 

 
 III. “MISCHIEF” = INJURY OR HARM 

  A. THE “MISCHIEF” IS IN NO WAY RESTRICTED TO THE MOTHER 

  B. TWO POSSIBILITIES 

   1.   NO HARM TO MOTHER OR BABY:  A FINE 

   2.   HARM TO MOTHER OR BABY:  RETRIBUTIVE JUSTICE   
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
EXODUS 21:22-24 

DR. BURKETT’S  “AMPLIFIED”  TRANSLATION  
 

 
“WHEN MEN FIGHT AND STRIKE A PREGNANT WOMAN SO THAT HER CHILD 
(OR CHILDREN) IS DISCHARGED FROM HER WOMB: 
 
EVEN IF THERE IS NO INJURY TO MOTHER OR CHILD, THEY SHALL SURELY BE 
FINED ACCORDING TO WHAT HER HUSBAND DEMANDS AND SHALL PAY AS 
THE COURT ALLOWS. 
 
BUT, IF THERE IS ANY INJURY TO MOTHER OR CHILD, THEY SHALL GIVE LIFE 
FOR LIFE, EYE FOR EYE, TOOTH FOR TOOTH, HAND FOR HAND, FOOT FOR 
FOOT.” 



FROM THE MOMENT OF CONCEPTION, THE FETUS HAS . . .  
 

 
 1. Continuity of personality  (Job 10:18) 
 
 2.  Gender (may even be the opposite sex of the mother, hence not merely 

an extension of the mother’s body)  (Job 3:3) 
 
 3. A spirit / soul  (Eccl. 11:5) 
  
 4. A moral nature  (Psa. 51:5) 
 
 5. The capacity to be “filled with the Holy Spirit” in distinction from his 

mother  (Luke1:15) 
 
 6.  A calling from God on his life  (Isa. 49:1) 
 
 7.  A name  (Isa. 49:1) 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  for documentation of sources utilized in this message, please see the 

following page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Documentation of Sources Utilized in the Sermon Entitled 

“Is Abortion Really Murder?” 
by Dr. Ken Burkett 

 

English translations of the ancient Jewish and Christians writers quoted in this sermon were 

obtained from the following article: 

 

Gorman, Michael J.  “Why is the New Testament Silent About Abortion?”  Good News 

Magazine (May/June 1993).  16 January 2009.  http://goodnewsmag.org/library/articles/gorman-

mj93.htm  (This article originally appeared in the January 11, 1993 issue of Christianity Today.) 

 

 

See also the following helpful sources on ancient Jewish and Christian views of abortion: 

 

Lightfoot, J.L.  The Sibylline Oracles:  With Introduction, Translation, and Commentary on the 

First and Second Books.  Oxford Univ. Press, 2008:  513-14. 

 

Most, William G.  “Abortion:  Scripture; Ancient Jewish and Christian Writers.”  Catholic 

Culture:  Library – The MOST Theological Collection.  16 January 2009.  

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/most/getwork.cfm?worknum=13 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Modern writers quoted in this sermon include the following sources: 

 

 

“Endorsing Infanticide?”  Time (May 28, 1973).  16 January 2009.  

http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,910661,00.html 

 

Pinker, Steven.  “Why They Kill Their Newborns.”  New York Times (Nov. 2, 1997).   

 

Sagan Carl and Ann Druyan.  Parade Magazine (April 22, 1990). 

 

Singer, Peter.  “Taking Life:  Humans.”  Practical Ethics, 2
nd

 ed.  Cambridge: 1993, pp. 175-

217.  Utilitarian Philosophers.  16 January 2009.  http://utilitarian.net/singer/by/1993----.htm 

 

Warren, Mary Anne.  “On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion.”  Biomedical Ethics, 4
th
 ed. 

T. A. Mappes and D. DeGrazia, eds.  New York:  McGraw-Hill, Inc. 1996, pp. 434-440.  West 

Valley College (March 22, 2004).  16 January 2009.  

http://instruct.westvalley.edu/lafave/warren_article.html 

 

Zielbauer, Paul.  “Princeton Bioethics Professor Debates Views on Disability and Euthanasia.”  

New York Times (Oct. 13, 1999).  16 January 2009.  

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9C04E2D91530F930A25753C1A96F958260&p

artner=rssnyt&emc=rss 
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