
When I think of freedom I think of: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Hints at clinching a right version of freedom:

Genesis 1:1  _______________________________________

Genesis 1:27  ______________________________________

"In order to learn what it means to be a woman we must start with 
the One who made her." E. Elliot, LET ME BE A WOMAN p. 4

"During the last few months I have been in close touch with several 
married couples who are in deep difficulty because, I believe, they 
have been infected with the theory that masculinity and femininity 
are not very important. They have tampered with the wrong knobs, 
so to speak, by denying God-given gifts, trying to make husband 
and wife "equal" and/or interchangeable."  E. Elliot  THE MARK 
OF A MAN p.18

John 8:31-36 ___________________________________________

What is Your Version of Freedom ?  December 6, 2020

Just as every  person has a worldview, every person also has 

his or her version of human freedom.  You may not be able to 

logically explain your worldview or your version of human freedom,

but you have both a worldview and a version of freedom.  These two

things are very closely connected.  These two things are of fantastic 

importance: note the 5 minute introductory portion of Institute of 

Creation Research (ICR) presentation--War of the Worldviews.

"A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the 

heart, that can be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions 

(assumptions which may be true, partially true, or entirely false) 

which we hold (consciously or unconsciously) about the basic 

constitution of reality...that provides the foundation on which we 

live and move and have our being." James Sire,  The Universe Next Door   p.17

Now take some moments and write down your version of 

freedom.  To help you get started here is The New American 

Heritage Dictionary definition of the word free 1. At liberty; not 

bound or constrained. 2. Discharged from arrest or detention. 3. Not 

under obligation or necessity.  4. Politically independent...governed 

by consent and possessing civil liberties: a free society. 

13. uninhibited  14. uncommitted   

Freedom, generally speaking, means the condition of being 
free of __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 1.

1 oppression



Freedom is the capacity to exercise __ __ __ __ __ __2; free 
__ __ __ __3: "The only freedom which deserves the name, is that of 
pursuing our own good, in our own way. (John Stuart Mill)

Note the last six lines of p. 247 in IF GOD IS GOOD4:   R. Alcorn

Consider the practical illustrations of versions of freedom and their 
consequences or outcome: "To everything there is a season, a time 
for every purpose under heaven:...a time to plant...” (Ecclesiastes 
3:2).

Failure to discern the time to plant in Solomon's day brought 
considerable distress--not freedom.  There is such a thing as 
planting time in a human life that is very advantageous--very 
often those favorable planting times are in younger years.  But 
we need not limit planting to agricultural planting.  Planting skills, 
planting character, planting responsibility:  For instance:

1. Proverbs 19:18  What do you think he means by "while there is 
hope"?  Isn't one time as good as the next?  

2. Proverbs  24:30-33, 21:25  How did Solomon know it was a 
slothful man that owned the vineyard and field?

What, if anything, is the slothful man free to harvest from his 
property in its present state? 

Laziness was the downfall of the slothful man: what is the root of 
laziness?  Is it not a lazy man's version of freedom and choice 

2 choice
3 will
4 We may freely follow our desires, but this is not entirely good news.  Why 

not? Because we lack freedom to dictate our desires. We are not innocent 
beings inclined to choose whatever is best.  We are not even morally neutral 
beings, objectively weighing and measuring our options. We are congenitally 
selfish.  Jesus said of the human heart, “From within, out of men's hearts, 
come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, 
deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance, and folly.  All these evils come 
from inside and make a man 'unclean'” (Mark 7:21-23).

making?  “...a little slumber, a little sleep, a little folding of the 
hands...” one little choice after another? 

3. “Moses said...Shall your brethren go to war, and shall you sit 
here?  ...behold, you have sinned against the LORD: and be sure 
your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:6,23).

Moses warned the children of Gad, the children of Reuben, and the 
half tribe of Manasseh that if they chose to sin (by not going to 
battle--a sin of omission, a sin of passive neglect), that their sin 
would surely "find them out."

How do such sins find us out? ____________________________
_____________________________________________________

p. 238:  IF GOD IS GOOD: "Free Will" and Meaningful Choice
Note the paragraph headings: glance over to p. 242 "reasonable self-
determination" or "meaningful choice" better describe the true state 
of things than the common term "free will."

Jonathan Edwards defined free will as "the ability to choose as one 
pleases."  In that sense, a sinner has free will, but given his sinful 
nature (which "minds the flesh") he is not free to ... live righteously 
without God's empowerment [p. 243 top].

p. 245  God gives us choices to test us and to grow us.

p. 246  If there is no human freedom of choice, but instead, 
everything is precisely unalterably preordained, then my sinful 
choices are really God's sinful choices since He precisely and 
unalterably preordained it.

p. 247  last three excellently worded paragraphs are important.




