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     Pentwater Bible Church 
               Genesis Message Twenty-One 

                       The Toldot of Adam 
                             June 5, 2011 
                       Daniel E. Woodhead 

 
Review: 
 
THE SEED LINE 
 
THE PATRIARCH’S LONGEVITY 
 

Genesis chapter five is the Toldot (generation) of Adam. It expresses the 
chronology of Adam to Noah. Both of these men represent significant points in 
the chronology of humanity on the earth. Adam was the first man made by God 
and Noah the only man (with his family) who survived the worldwide flood. It 
was the seed line of Adam through Seth that made it through the Flood. The line 
of Cain did not. 
 The first aspect of this Toldot that stands out is the length of the 
patriarch’s lives. We must realize that prior to the decay (Entropy) that came into 
the earth at the Fall mankind was made to live forever. Decay began and man’s 
life span began a steady decline to be less than a hundred years. This chronology 
is repeated in I Chronicles 1:1-14 and Luke 3: 3-38. There are no gaps in these 
accounts. One person is the father to the next. Further the years are normal years 
not some exaggerated unreal time frame. The Hebrew text does not 
accommodate a grandfather-grandson depiction in this account. These long life 
spans are validated in secular data as well as the biblical account.  

 
BIBLICAL DATING 
 

The precise dating of ancient events is difficult to achieve. Since the time 
of Christ most of the world recognizes the Julian or Gregorian calendar and 
establishes a starting point with the date of His birth. Other accepted names for 
this are The Christian or Western calendar. Therefore time after Christ’s birth is 
designated Anno Domini or Latin for the year of our Lord. B.C. used in the same 
system of dating means simply Before Christ. The whole world recognizes 
Christ’s appearance and generally accepts this system of dates. So our modern 
calendar, which splits time between B.C. and A.D., was not invented until A.D. 
525. At that time, Pope John the First asked a monk named Dionysius to prepare 
a standardized calendar for the western Church. The Western cultures prior to 
this used the Julian calendar. The Julian calendar began in 45 B.C. as a reform of 
the Roman calendar by Julius Caesar. It was chosen after consultation with the 
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astronomer Sosigenes of Alexandria. Subsequent to that in the 16th century Pope 
Gregory XIII issued a Papal Bull to mandate the western Julian calendar usage. 
Up to that time it had gradually become accepted due to the spread of 
Christianity and merchants trading from country to country. 

For many, many years mankind has sought to identify dates as time 
passes. Solar and lunar activities are two means of identifying the timing of 
events (Joshua 10: 13; Amos 8:9; Matthew 27: 45). These means have been 
modified over time as additional information became available for such timing 
as the time of the earth’s rotation around the sun. Calendar developers learned 
overtime that the number of days in a year was not 360 but 365.25 and a leap 
year every four years. The Bible uses 360-day years.  It is probable that God in 
His divine providence has “held time up” for His purposes such as in the long 
day of Joshua (Joshua 10: 13). Einstein found that light is tied to time and it is 
probable that both are experiencing evolving changes as entropy increases and 
the universe winds down. Other timing “landmarks” are identification of the 
reigning monarch of various governmental thrones (II Kings 18: 13; Isaiah 36: 1; 
37: 37; Luke 1:5 etc.). Josephus for example places Herod's death between a 
lunar eclipse and the Feast of Passover. These events then are matched with our 
present system of dating and a specific date can be attached to an event, which 
gives us insight into the biblical chronology. The farther back in time we go the 
less secular historical data we have available. Reckoning time using our present 
means of identification becomes somewhat imprecise when we go back to 
ancient history to the time of creation and the Patriarchs. We then must rely on 
the Bible to guide us to timing the events from Christ’s birth back into antiquity.  

James Ussher was a 17th century Anglican Archbishop and seminary 
professor in Northern Ireland. His chronology relies strictly on the dates of 
events given in the Bible. He does not deviate from any date given and therefore 
establishes creation at 4004 B.C. Many King James Bibles continue to identify 
chapters and books throughout the text with the dates he specified. Those who 
believe the biblical text have universally accepted his dates. Secular 
evolutionists and biblical evolutionists who do not accept the biblical text, 
believing the earth is billions of years old do not accept what they call the young 
earth position. God teaches us otherwise. 

The orthodox Hebrew uses a dating system starting from creation. This 
year (2011) is 5771 to them. They too used the Old Testament to count the years. 
They lost valuable data during the Babylonian invasion and Temple sacking of 
586 B.C. and are unsure of the present count’s accuracy. Most Jews today use 
the Gregorian system but change AD to CE (common era) and B.C. to BCE 
(before common era) in their denial of Christ as their Messiah. 

 
Today’s Message:  
 



 3 

Genesis 6: 1-8 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on 
the face of the ground, and daughters were born unto them, that the 
sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they 
took them wives of all that they chose. And Jehovah said, My spirit 
shall not strive with man for ever, for that he also is flesh: yet shall 
his days be a hundred and twenty years. The Nephilim were in the 
earth in those days, and also after that, when the sons of God came 
unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them: the same 
were the mighty men that were of old, the men of renown. And 
Jehovah saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. And it repented Jehovah that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And Jehovah said, I will 
destroy man whom I have created from the face of the ground; both 
man, and beast, and creeping things, and birds of the heavens; for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah found favor in the 
eyes of Jehovah (ASV 1901). 

 
The apostle Paul recognized the demonic warfare taking place in the spirit 

world warned us that we were the objects of their wrath (Ephesians 6: 10-13). 
One of earliest (after Satan’s success in the Garden of Eden) attacks to prevent to 
coming of the messiah was the series of events recorded here in Genesis chapter 
six. The Lord Jesus warned His disciples that similar events would transpire 
when He was about to make His second advent to the earth in time and space 
(Matthew 24: 37). He also told them/us not to be deceived (Matthew 24: 4).  

There are those who believe that the passage in Genesis Six refers to an 
unholy union of those from the line of Cain and the holy line of Seth. Proper 
exegesis of the Hebrew text does not yield this understanding.  
 

Genesis 6:1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the 
face of the ground, and daughters were born unto them (ASV 1901). 

 
Verse 1 emphasized the multiplication of humanity before the flood. The 

Hebrew word for men, Adomah here is generic and refers to humanity in 
general. It refers to humanity in general. The word as such cannot be limited to 
the sons of Cain. It included both Sethites and Cainites and both of these groups 
died in the flood. Another key word found in Verse 1 is “daughter”, a Hebrew 
word that means “females.” “Benoth” This refers to the female portion of 
humanity. Again, the expression cannot be limited to the female descendants of 
Cain. Man (humanity) multiplied and daughters (females) were born unto them.” 
Therefore the distinction in verse 1 is not between male Sethites and female 
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Cainites, but the emphasis is on the female portion of humanity in general which 
would include both Cainites and Sethites.  
 
THE INTERMARRIAGE – GENESIS 6:2 
 
Genesis 6:2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; 
and they took them wives of all that they chose (ASV 1901). 
 
Verse 2 describes and intermarriage. The first phrase is “sons of God. 

אֱ&הִים֙    The term is a general term that means to ”(Bene HaElohim)  בְנֵי־הָֽ
be brought into existence by God’s creative act.  Because the term carries this 
meaning, it is used selectively. Throughout the Old Testament the term Bene 
HaElohim is always used of angels (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7). There is no reason to 
assign a different meaning in Genesis 6 for the sons of God then all the other 
O.T. usages. 

In the N.T. the term Sons of God is expanded. Adam is called the Son of 
God (Luke 3:38) because he was brought into existence by creation. Believers 
are called sons of God (John 1:12) because believers are considered to be a new 
creation (Galatians 6:15). But, in Genesis the text is dealing with a specific 
Hebrew expression, Bene HaElohim and as it is used in the O.T. it is always 
used of Angels.  The distinction in this passage then is not between Sethites and 
Cainites, but between humanity and angels. The word “men “emphasizes 
humanity and “sons of God” emphasize angels.  

The second key expression in verse 2 is “daughters of men. (Benoth 
Adam)” This is a generic term for women, which includes females of both 
Sethites and Cainites. What the verse is saying is “the sons of God” saw the 
daughters of men.” There is no clear justification for this verse to be interpreted 
to mean godly males” intermarried with ‘ungodly females.” 

Would truly godly men marry ungodly females? If the meaning of the 
passage is kept consistent with its usage elsewhere in the OT, the passage is 
clearly speaking of fallen angels intermarrying with human women. This is 
apparent in two ways. First it is a one-way marriage the sons of God take the 
daughters of men. In human society intermarrying occurs two ways. Today 
saved males sometimes marry unsaved females and saved females sometimes 
marry unsaved males.  Second the context clearly speaks of a cohabitation that is 
unusual and unnatural which causes the worldwide flood. Verses 1-4 deal with 
the angelic cause of the worldwide flood and Verses 5-6 deal with the human 
cause. Cohabitation between Sethites and Cainites would not be unusual and 
unnatural, but the same with angels and humans would be.  
 
JESUS DISCUSSION ON THIS 
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Matthew 22:30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven (KJV). 

 
Some believe that Jesus’ quote in Matthew 22:30 speaks of angels being 

sexless and therefore being incapable of having sexual intercourse. The angels 
that Jesus was speaking of are angels in heaven. The comparison is not with 
angels in general but with angels in heaven. He here too Jesus is comparing a 
human situation in heaven and He says that the humans don’t marry in Heaven. 
There is no need for procreation in Heaven. 

Matthew 22:30 also teaches that angels do not procreate after their kind. 
Angels also are never declared to be sexless. Whenever they appear they are 
always are young men and never women.  (Gen 18:1-19:22; Mark 16:5-7; Luke 
24:4-7; Acts 1:10-11) 
 
SATAN’S ATTEMPT TO STOP GOD’S PLAN 
 
Old Testament Strategies 
 
The corruption of Adam’s line (Genesis 6) 
Abraham’s seed (Genesis 12, 20) 
Famine (Genesis 50) 
Destruction of male line (Exodus 1) 
Pharaoh’s pursuit (Exodus 14) 
The populating of Cannan (Gen 12:6) 
Against David’s line (II Samuel7) 
Jehoram kills his brothers (II Chronicles 21) 
Arabians slew all (but Ahazariah) 
Athaliah kills all (but Joash)  (II Chronicles 22) 
Hezekiah assaulted, etc.  (Isaiah 36, 38) 
Haman’s attempts (Esther 3) 
 
New Testament Strategies 
 
Joseph’s fears (Matthew 1) 
Herod’s attempts (Matthew 2) 
At Nazareth (Luke 4) 
2 Storms on the sea (Mark 4; Luke 8) 
The Cross 
Summary (Revelation 12 and on) 
 
THE ORIGINAL WARFARE 
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Genesis 3:15 and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed: he shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel (ASV 1901). 

 
Seed of the Woman and the seed of the Serpent, the dragon 
 
THE PRODUCT OF THE INTERMARRIAGE 
 

Genesis 6:4 The Nephilim were in the earth in those days, and also 
after that, when the sons of God came unto the daughters of men, 
and they bare children to them: the same were the mighty men that 
were of old, the men of renown. 

 
To get a clearer concept of what this verse is saying as a whole, the 

individual parts need to be discussed first. 
First is the name Nephilim. In some translations the word Nephilim has 

been translated with the word giant (gigentes).  People reading it picture huge 
human beings. But, the word does not mean giants; rather it means fallen ones. 
The word does not refer to giants in the sense of huge human beings, but to a 
race of fallen ones. The reason it was translated as giants is because of the 
Septuagint, which is the Greek translation of the O.T. around 250 B.C. The 
Jewish scholars who translated the Septuagint from Hebrew into Greek, used 
giants. They did this because of the usage of the Greek word gigentes, which 
means Titans in Greek. Our English word giant comes from this Greek word 
gigentes. Who were the Titans in Greek mythology? They were part men and 
part God. Homer’s Iliad is a classic example.  The Jewish scholars clearly 
understood this passage to be a union of angels and humans and therefore they 
sought to characterize it in that way with a commonly understood Greek word. 
Actually, the Greeks derived their myths from this section of Genesis. This is 
another example of the corruption of the Biblical text. Other examples are the 
various flood stories in different non-Jewish or Christian cultures.  

The second word to note in this verse is giborim, which is translated as 
the mighty men or men of renown. Notice that there is no mention of women of 
renown. If this were a natural union then there would be female as well as male 
offspring. The angelic/human commingling is also the only way to make II Peter 
2 make sense. 

II Peter 2:4-5 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but 
cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to 
be reserved for judgment; and did not spare the ancient world, but 
saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, 
bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;  
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Verse 4 gives the location of the permanently confined demons. The 

temporarily confined demons are found in the Abyss, the permanently confined 
demons are in Tartarus. This is referred to as  “pits darkness” These angels are 
reserved there until judgment. This will be the Great White Throne Judgment 
and then they will be cast into the Lake of Fire. There will never be a time when 
they are free to roam. They are permanently confined.  
 
Verse 5 reveals the timing of their confinement: It was in conjunction with the 
Flood. This agrees with the events of Genesis 6:1-4, which are also connected 
with the flood.  

Therefore the purpose of the Flood was to destroy the product of the 
fallen angels with the human women.  The N.T. then supports the exegetical 
reading of the O.T. in that the passage is not speaking of Sethites intermarrying 
with Canaanites. It is inappropriate to read into the text meaning that is not there. 
We call this eisegesis.  

 
JUDE’S ACCOUNT 
 

Jude 6-7 And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but 
left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under 
darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, 
having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after 
strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire. 

 
Verse 6 emphasized the fall of a select group of angels and described their 

fall in four statements. First. They kept not their own principality. The word 
principality (domain) is frequently used of the angelic realm and is one of the 
various ranks with that realm. Second they “left their proper habitation (abode) 
They left the demonic-angelic sphere of operation and entered into the human 
sphere by taking on the form of young men and intermarrying with human 
women. Third, they are not kept in everlasting chains under darkness. Here, Jude 
mention the same thing as Peter, that these angels are permanently confined. 
Peter also revealed the place of their confinement, Tartarus.  Forth, they are kept 
there until ”the judgment of that great day.” Again, Jude reaffirms Peter’s 
statement that they are being kept in bondage until “that judgment of the great 
day.” This is the great White Throne Judgment. Once again it is reaffirmed that 
they will never be free to roam around but are permanently confined to Tartarus. 
When the time comes, they will be taken out of Tartarus to stand before the 
Great White Throne Judgment, and then be cast into the Lake of Fire.  
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Verse 7 deals with the nature of the sin. The key phrase is “ in like 
manner.” In like manner as Sodom and Gomorrah, they went after “strange 
flesh.” The sin that angels committed is similar to the sin of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, the sexual sin of going after strange flesh. “Strange Flesh” means 
sexual union that is unnatural; is goes contrary to nature. In the case of Sodom 
and Gomorrah the “strange flesh” was homosexuality; in the case of these angels 
the strange flesh was human female flesh. Instead of remaining in their usual 
state of residence, they invaded a new state of residence, one of alien flesh, to 
commit gross immorality. Sodom and Gomorrah and these angels have one thing 
in common; they are guilty of sexual sins. In the case of Sodom and Gomorrah 
was homosexuality (Ezekiel 16:49-50 for origin of this sin); in the case of these 
angels, it was intermarrying into the human sphere.   

 
NOAH’S PERFECTION 
 

Genesis 6:9 These [are] the generations of Noah: Noah was a just 
man [and] perfect in his generations, [and] Noah walked with God 
(KJV). 

 
The perfection discussed here is from the Hebrew word tamiym or without 

blemish, sound, healthful, without spot, unimpaired. This means that his gene 
pool had not been corrupted.  
 
5TH CENTURY ORIGIN OF SETHITE-CAINNITE INTERPRETATION 
 
Celsus and Julian the Apostate used the traditional belief to attack Christianity; 
Julius Africanus resorted to the Sethite theory as more comfortable ground. 
Then, Cyril of Alexandria used it to repudiate the orthodox position. Augustine 
embraced the Sethite theory and this view is the prevailing view taught on into 
the Middle Ages and today. 

After Constantine the Bible began to be interpreted through the lens of 
empiricism and the spiritualization methodology became prevalent. Many read 
the Bible that way today. 
 
NEXT WEEK:  THE DIVINE RESPONSE AND TOLDOT OF NOAH 
  Please Call or e-mail with any questions or 
comments.Daniel.Woodhead@pentwaterbiblechurch.com 616-928-097 
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