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Proofs Against Preterism
Sam Adams  -  Pastor, Independence Baptist Church  -  Ocala, Florida

Preterism is a view of Bible prophecy that employs a system of non-literal, "spiritualized" or
allegoric Bible interpretation proposed by the heretics Origen and Tychonius in the 4th century A.D.,
then popularized by Augustine of Hippo, to hold that most Bible prophecy, except possibly for the last
two chapters of Revelation and associated passages, was fulfilled before the present church age.  The
position was more fully developed in the 16th century as a counter-reformation tool by the Vatican and
its Jesuit Order to refute the popular teaching that the Pope was the Antichrist (see attached Wikipedia
excerpt), and was later adopted by some of the Protestant churches that came out of Rome, including
some Presbyterian, Methodist and "Campbellite" churches among others.

 According to preterists the "great tribulation" prophesied by the Lord Jesus in his Olivet Discourse
(Matt. 24), and further graphically detailed in Revelation chapters 6-19, was fulfilled in A.D. 70 and
thereafter with the destruction of Jerusalem by Rome and the dispersion of the Jews from Palestine.
Preterists deny that the thousand-year kingdom age prophesied in Revelation 20:1-6 will be literally
fulfilled or that the Lord Jesus will ever reign literally and bodily on earth, and teach instead that His
reign is spiritual only and is exercised through His (universal) Church. Some preterists believe that Christ
will return after a kingdom age (hence the term postmillenniaism) in which the Church will successfully
evangelize the world, implement God's law in the earth and take political reign over the kingdoms of this
earth in Christ's place; others deny any reality of a kingdom age on earth and teach that Christ's reign
applies only in the hearts of His saints (amillennialism).  Preterists generally believe that God has forever
put Israel aside and has no further plan or purpose for national Israel.

 The historic Premillennial position of the apostles on the other hand correctly takes a more literal
approach to the scriptures, and teaches that Christ will gloriously and bodily return to this earth after a
future time of global upheaval and tribulation, before His kingdom age (hence, premillennial) to free
creation from the Adamic curse, restore the planet to its Edenic state as originally created, and establish
His glorious thousand-year Kingdom reign on this earth.

 The intended effect and inherent danger of the preterist system is that it has a blinding effect and
causes its adherents to believe Bible prophecy is a "back-burner issue," to misinterpret current world
conditions and to blindly ignore the way current events may be unfolding in fulfillment of Bible
prophecy, and how the global economy and governments of this world are being melded into one global
satanic system soon to be ruled by "the man of sin" the Bible calls the antichrist. The following arguments
are offered to disprove this false and dangerously misleading belief system:

I. The "Great Tribulation" of Christ's Olivet Discourse is yet to be fulfilled
Matthew 24:21-22
21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.  22  And except those days should be shortened,
there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.

A. Contrary to preterist teaching, the Roman siege and destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 did not
fulfill Jesus' description of a "great tribulation" never to be equaled before or since.  It was not at all
unparalleled in history, and was generally a replay of the previous destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC by
the Babylonians, which was equally horrific and barbaric (2 Chr. 36:17-20, Lam. 4:10, 2:20).

 Furthermore, in Matt 24:21 Jesus is quoting from Daniel 12:1, (see Matt. 24:15 & point 2 below)
which shows that the "great tribulation" in view culminates in the deliverance of Israel (Jer. 30:7,
Zech. 12:7-10, Rom. 11:25-27), not its destruction and dispersion as executed by Rome in AD 70. These
prophecies of Israel's deliverance from what the Lord  Jesus indicates is a world-wide tribulation have
never yet been fulfilled and must be yet brought to pass:

Daniel 12:1-2,7,11
1  And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of
thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was
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a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered,
every one that shall be found written in the book.  2  And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt...
7  And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held
up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it
shall be for a time, times, and an half; [cf. Dan. 7:25, Rev. 12:14] and when he shall have
accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished...
11  And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that
maketh desolate [see Dan. 11:31] set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety
days.

Zechariah 12:7-10
7  The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the
glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah.  8  In that day
shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that
day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before
them.  9  And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that
come against Jerusalem. 10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon
me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only
son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.    [Rev. 1:7]

 These passages speak for themselves and are completely contrary to the preterist view that the
purpose for the glorious parousia or coming of Christ was to destroy Israel.  At His glorious coming
Israel will be delivered and restored, not decimated and forgotten.

 B. The Key to timing of fulfillment of Matthew 24 is not the so-called "time text" of v. 34 as
believed by preterists, but is instead v. 15: "When ye therefore shall see the abomination of
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, whoso readeth, let him
understand."

 Jesus said we must read and understand the book of Daniel. The "abomination of desolation"
(Daniel 8:13, 9:27, 11:31, 12:11) refers to the antichrist's desecration of the Temple (2 Thes. 2:4), which
according clearly to Daniel 12:1-2 (quoted in pt. 1 above), must be a last-days event connected with the
deliverance of Israel and the final resurrection(s) to judgment (Rev. 20:4-5). Therefore these
passages could not have been fulfilled in AD 70 and must be yet brought to pass.   (Note: a Jewish
Temple of some sort must therefore be rebuilt in Jerusalem, which will likely result from the 7-year
covenant of Dan. 9:27, to be confirmed by the antichrist with "the many."  This is also a major goal of
the Luciferian secret societies connected with international Freemasonry as directed from behind the
curtain by the Vatican.  As acknowledged even by leading preterist proponent Gary DeMar,
preparations for a new Temple in Jerusalem have been underway for some time).

Matthew 24:34 (preterists' "time text") therefore cannot refer to the generation Jesus was
speaking to, but must instead refer to the generation that would be alive at the time "all these things"
begin to come to pass (v. 33).

 C. Matthew 24:31 - And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and
they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

 The word "angels" here does not refer to "messengers" (evangelists) going out into the world with
the gospel as the Preterists must (and do) preposterously teach. The context of 24:31 & 25:31 shows these
are the angels of heaven accompanying the Lord in final judgment of the world and gathering of the elect
at the rapture of the Church, which this and other passages show occurs immediately after (not before!)
the tribulation of those days (Matt. 13:39-41, 2 Thes. 1:7-2:3, 1 Cor. 15:52, Rev. 11:15-18 & 19-20:4).  This
element of Matt. 24 alone shows the events prophesied by the Lord Jesus could not have been fulfilled in
AD 70.
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 D. Matthew 24:27,30 - For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even
unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be...  ...And then shall appear the
sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

 The Lord Jesus did not visibly and literally come in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory
in AD 70; therefore the preterists' spiritualize this text to assert that the Lord Jesus "came" spiritually in
powerful judgment on Israel using the armies of Rome as his rod of iron. This is clearly one of the most
abominable perversions of the scriptures imaginable.  Preterists' attempts to spiritualize Bible texts such
as this text that should rightly be interpreted literally always produce un-provable speculations that
undermine the doctrinal authority of scripture and open the door to arbitrary interpretation.  The
scriptures must be interpreted literally unless it is clear from the context that figurative language is being
used; that is not the case in Matthew 24.  Luke's account of this discourse does include a warning of the
events of AD 70 (Luke 21:20-24.a), which foreshadowed events in Israel during the coming great
tribulation period, as did the abominable actions of Antiochus Epiphanes in 170 BC; but Luke also shows
a distinction between AD 70 and the subsequent "times of the gentiles" (v. 24.b), followed by the literal
return of the Lord in power and glory (v. 25-27). The literal interpretation of Christ's coming is
demanded by several parallel passages on the subject (cf. Dan. 7:13, Zech. 12:10, Matt 26:64, Mark 13:26
& 14:62, 2 Pet. 3:3-10, & Rev. 1:7 "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and
they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him.")

For more proof on this point please listen: Christ's Olivet Discourse: Fulfilled in AD 70?

II. Revelation Chapter 20 must be interpreted literally.
 The Preterist interpretation of the entire book of Revelation rises and falls on the interpretation of
Revelation 20:1-4.  According to the preterists' spiritualized approach to interpreting the passage, the
angel in v.1 is the Lord Jesus, the chain is the gospel, by which Satan is now bound (v.2) and hindered
from deceiving the nations (?!).  According to the preterists the "first resurrection" of Rev. 20:4 must be
interpreted spiritually, not literally, as the new birth of regeneration every believer experiences upon
conversion (Eph. 2:1-6).  However this interpretation of Rev. 20 is impossible because:

 A. The blatantly obvious contextual reason that the resurrection in v. 4 cannot be spiritual
conversion of regeneration or the new birth, a reason which is completely and shamefully ignored by
preterists, is that those that are raised to life had already been martyred for their faith (v. 4).

B. The Preterist interpretation here denies the eternal power of the gospel. If Satan is now
bound by the binding chain of the gospel, then the gospel’s power over the devil must be destroyed in
the last days for Satan to be freed from his prison to go out to deceive the nations once more (vs.7-8),
which is beyond absurd and totally contrary to the Scriptures (Rom. 1:16, 1 Pet. 1:25, Rev. 14:6, etc.).
To the contrary, the chain in v. 1 simply represents God’s supreme sovereign power even over Satan the
Devil to cast him into same hell and chains of darkness that Jude and Peter both say even now bind the
fallen angels that sided with Satan in his ancient rebellion against God (2 Pet. 2:4, Jude v. 6).

 C. The word "lived" in v. 4 is the same Greek word ("zao," i.e. came to life) used in v. 5 of the
second resurrection and in 2:8 of Christ's bodily resurrection. Nothing in the context indicates the
resurrections in v. 4 & 5 are different in character, one spiritual & the other bodily.  Much to the contrary,
the phrase in v. 5 that “the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished”
plainly shows that these are both bodily resurrections, separated from each other by 1000 years.

D. Satan is still, obviously, very much on the loose (1 Pet. 5:8, 2 Cor. 2:11, 4:3-4).

 Conclusion: Revelation 20:4 describes the bodily resurrection of the saints following the return
of Christ to earth in Rev. 19 to destroy the antichrist and all those allied with him, in perfect harmony
with Matt. 24:29-31, 1 Cor. 15:51-52, 1 Thes. 4:14-17 & 2 Thes. 2:1.  Therefore the events of Revelation 6-
19 must be connected in time (as is the great tribulation of Daniel 12:1-2) with the resurrection of the
saints at the end of the age, not with the events of AD 70.  Furthermore, Revelation 20:1-6 must
therefore be interpreted literally, including the 1000 year reign of Christ on earth (see 5:10). For
further proof of this point please listen: TWO Future Resurrections and One GLORIOUS Millennium

https://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=115181849401
https://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=41922143430725
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III.  Scores of prophecies of an earthly Kingdom Age are yet to be fulfilled.
 The Preterists' position in denial of Christ's earthly reign is disproven by many as yet unfulfilled
prophecies which must be brought to pass of an earthly kingdom (Jeremiah 23:1-8, Daniel 7:14,27, Job
19:25, Matthew 6:10, 5:5, 19:28, Acts 1:6-8, Rev. 5:10, 2:26-27), centered at Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:1-4,
Micah 4:1-3, Isaiah 9:6-7, 24:23; 25-27; 32; 54; 66:7-24, Jer. 3:16-18, Psalm 2:6-12; 48, Matt. 5:35, Zech.
ch. 1-2, 8:1-8), following the second regathering of Israel, after the gospel has gone forth to the Gentiles:

Ezekiel 37:21-25
21  …Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the
heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their
own land:  22  And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and
one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be
divided into two kingdoms any more at all:  23  Neither shall they defile themselves any more
with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions: but I will
save them out of all their dwellingplaces, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them: so
shall they be my people, and I will be their God.  24  And David my servant shall be king over
them; and they all shall have one shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe
my statutes, and do them…”

Isaiah 11:10-12
10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of
the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.   11   And it
shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second
time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.  12  And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and
shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four
corners of the earth.

 The first regathering of Israel followed the Babylonian captivity.  This second regathering of Israel
from dispersion among the nations was never yet fulfilled and is clearly being fulfilled in our day.  This
regathering of Israel is in itself the most obvious sign that the stage is being set for the Lord's soon return
to gloriously reign on this earth in fulfillment of these many wonderful prophecies of a coming glorious
time when "a king shall reign in righteousness" on this earth, and when "the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea."

Conclusion

The Preterist approach to Bible prophecy is a dangerously misleading belief system that produces a
warped world view and an improper view of God's plan for Israel, and (as stated above) causes its
adherents to blindly ignore the way current events are unfolding in fulfillment of Bible prophecy and how
the global economy and civil governments of this world are being melded into one satanic system soon to
be ruled by "the man of sin" the Bible calls the antichrist.  Christians are commanded to withdraw from
this beast system (Rev. 18:4), but preterists instead blindly pretend such a globally implemented system
cannot exist or misinterpret its significance.  Further, while the Bible says Christians are to "love His
appearing" (1 Tim. 4:8), to long for His return and to eagerly "wait for His Son from heaven" (1 Thes.
1:10), many preterists instead scoff at the concept of literal return of the Christ in power and great glory,
themselves fulfilling Peter's prophecy of scoffers in the last days (2 Peter 3:3).  Nevertheless, as John
said, "even so, come, Lord Jesus."
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Preterism
Preterism, a Christian eschatological view, interprets some (partial preterism) or all (full preterism)
prophecies of the Bible as events which have already happened. This school of thought interprets the
Book of Daniel as referring to events that happened from the 7th century BC until the first century
AD, while seeing the prophecies of the Book of Revelation as events that happened in the first century
AD. Preterism holds that Ancient Israel finds its continuation or fulfillment in the Christian church at
the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70.

The term preterism comes from the Latin praeter, which is a prefix denoting that something is "past"
or "beyond".[1] Adherents of preterism are known as preterists. Preterism teaches that either all (full
preterism) or a majority (partial preterism) of the Olivet discourse had come to pass by AD 70.

Historically, preterists and non-preterists have generally agreed that the Jesuit Luis de Alcasar (1554–
1613) wrote the first systematic preterist exposition of prophecy Vestigatio arcani sensus in
Apocalypsi, published during the Counter-Reformation.[2]
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At the time of the Counter-Reformation, the Jesuit Luis de Alcasar wrote a prominent preterist
exposition of prophecy.[3][4] Moses Stuart noted in 1845 that Alcasar's preterist interpretation
advantaged the Roman Catholic Church during its arguments with Protestants,[5] and Kenneth
Newport in an eschatological commentary in 2000 described preterism as a Catholic defense against
the Protestant historicist view which identified the Roman Catholic Church as a persecuting
apostasy.[6]
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Due to resistance from Protestant historicists, the preterist view was slow to gain acceptance outside
the Roman Catholic Church.[7] Among Protestants preterism was first accepted by Hugo Grotius[8][9]

(1583-1645), a Dutch Protestant eager to establish common ground between Protestants and the
Roman Catholic Church.[10] His first attempt to do this in his "Commentary on Certain Texts Which
Deal with Antichrist" (1640) attempted to argue that the texts relating to Antichrist had had their
fulfillment in the 1st century AD. Protestants did not welcome such views[11] but Grotius remained
undeterred and in his next work, "Commentaries On The New Testament" (1641–50), he expanded
his preterist views to include the Olivet discourse and the Book of Revelation.

Preterism continued to struggle to gain credibility within other Protestant communities, especially in
England.[12] The English commentator Thomas Hayne claimed in 1645 that the prophecies of the
Book of Daniel had all been fulfilled by the 1st century,[13] and Joseph Hall expressed the same
conclusion concerning Daniel's prophecies in 1650,[14] but neither of them applied a preterist
approach to Revelation. However, the exposition of Grotius convinced the Englishman Henry
Hammond (1605-1660). Hammond sympathized with Grotius' desire for unity among Christians, and
found his preterist exposition useful to this end.[15] Hammond wrote his own preterist exposition in
1653, borrowing extensively from Grotius. In his introduction to Revelation he claimed that others
had independently arrived at similar conclusions as himself, though giving pride of place to
Grotius.[16] Hammond was Grotius' only notable Protestant convert, and despite his reputation and
influence, Protestants overwhelmingly rejected Grotius' interpretation of Revelation, which gained no
ground for at least 100 years.[17][18][19]

By the end of the 18th century preterist exposition had gradually become more widespread. In 1730
the Protestant and Arian, Frenchman Firmin Abauzit wrote the first full preterist exposition, "Essai
sur l'Apocalypse". Abauzit worked in the then independent Republic of Geneva as a librarian.[20] This
was part of a growing development of more systematic preterist expositions of Revelation.[21] Later,
though, it appears that Abauzit recanted this approach after a critical examination by his English
translator, Leonard Twells.[22]

The earliest American full-preterist work, The Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ: A Past Event,
was written in 1845 by Robert Townley. Townley later recanted this view.[23]

Preterists, full and partial, believe that preterism is becoming increasingly popular due to more recent
translations of the Bible – with Young's Literal Translation (1862) being a key work.

The two principal schools of preterist thought are commonly called partial preterism and full
preterism. Preterists disagree significantly about the exact meaning of the terms used to denote these
divisions of preterist thought.

Some partial preterists prefer to call their position orthodox preterism, thus contrasting their
agreement with the creeds of the Ecumenical Councils with what they perceive to be the full preterists'
rejection of the same.[24] This, in effect, makes full preterism unorthodox in the eyes of partial
preterists and gives rise to the claim by some that full preterism is heretical. Partial preterism is also
sometimes called orthodox preterism, classical preterism or moderate preterism.

On the other hand, some full preterists prefer to call their position "consistent preterism", reflecting
their extension of preterism to all biblical prophecy and thus claiming an inconsistency in the partial
preterist hermeneutic.[25]
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