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"I Gave My Back to Those \Who Beat Me"

| sai ah 50:4-6

Prayer: Father, we just again, | thank you for the gift of
Son, | thank you for this time where the whole worl
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birth, your entry into flesh. Lord, this morning a

up your book and looking into your servant songs, w

the prophetic message that you had there, and | pra

that book, as we look into it, we would be given a

deeper sense of what it is you gave us in that gift

We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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we're going to look at the first part of the third song. This is

Isaiah 50:4-6 . It says this: The LORD God has given Me the tongue
of those who are instructed to know how to sustain the weary with a
word. He awakens Me each morning; He awakens My ea r to listen like
those being instructed. The LORD God has opened My ear, and | was
not rebellious; | did not turn back. | gave My bac k to those who
beat Me, and My cheeks to those who tore out My bea rd. | did not

hide My face from scorn and spitting.

Like | said, this is the third servant song that we 're looking at,
and Jesus here again is speaking of the tongue. We saw in his
second song Jesus speaking to his Father about the issue of the
tongue, and in that song Jesus said this in Isaiah 49 |, he says:
Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from
afar. The LORD has called me from the womb, from t he body of my
mother he named my name. He made my mouth like a s harp sword; in
the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a poli shed arrow; in
his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, "You are my servant,

Israel, in whom | will be glorified.”

In that song Jesus is lamenting that he'd been give n a mouth like a
weapon that is like a sharp sword but it was a weap on that had
temporarily been put away. Jesus said: He made my mouth like a

sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me. Well in this our



third servant song, Jesus is again acknowledging th
has been given but in this song, he speaks of his t
weapon but as a comfort. Again Isaiah 50
Me the tongue of those who are instructed to know h
the weary with a word. He awakens Me each morning;
ear to listen like those being instructed.
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God was -- Jesus was fully man and he was also full y God. As God

in the flesh, he couldn't be fully God if he had em ptied himself of
his omnipotence and his omniscience because those a re attributes of
just who God is. Strip them from God and God reall y does, he
ceases to be God. And we know that Jesus was fully and completely
God because Colossians 1:19 tells us: For in him all the fullness

of God was pleased to dwell. We understand Jesus as simultaneously

and voluntarily veiling those aspects of his incarn ate deity in
order to fully realize what it meant to be human. You see, the
scripture doesn't say that he emptied himself; it s ays he made
himself nothing, that is, he embraced the profound humiliation of
flesh to become one with us. That is to say that m oment by moment
Jesus chose to make himself nothing by veiling from his human
nature those aspects of his divinity that would hav e denied him the
ability to live like we have to live. | said befor e, Jesus could
have lived among us with all of his attributes like some kind of a
super hero but then he wouldn't have experienced li fe like we
experience life. Hebrews 4:15 says: For we do not have a high

priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknes ses, but one who
in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet wi thout sin. To
be tempted in every respect as we are tempted is to live the same
life that we have to live. And to do that, Jesus h ad to moment by

moment cover his divine attributes.



John Calvin said that Jesus "suffered His divinity
under a veil of flesh.” Now, he didn't do that by

of himself but instead by embracing what it meant t
earth like we have to live it. And again, for Jesu
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to be in My Father's house?" But they did not unde

said to them.

You know, Jesus had the religious leaders listening
word. | mean, in all likelihood could have begun h
ministry right then and there as a twelve-year-old
center of Jewish thought and culture in Jerusalem,
have been instantly famous. | mean, the religious
astounded at how extraordinarily gifted this young
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have brought him fame and power and he accompanies his mother and

father back to Nazareth to work as a carpenter's ap prentice. Luke
2:51 says: And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up al | these things

in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in



favor with God and man.

And again we wonder, how could Jesus increase in wi
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a student learning how to comfort the weary. And w

Jesus learned that lesson well because years later

to the crowd, he went on to say in Matthew 11:

you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you
you, take up My yoke and learn from Me, because | a
humble in heart, and you will find rest for yoursel

yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
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being and he had to do that by experiencing life as
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through those experiences to live life the way we | ived our lives.

And so God himself understood what it meant to be w eary. And
because he had personally experienced weariness, he could see itin
the lives of the sheep that he was ministering to. In fact, in
Matthew 9:35 it says: Then Jesus went to all the towns and

villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching t he good news of
the kingdom, and healing every disease and every si ckness. When he
saw the crowds, he felt compassion for them, becaus e they were
weary and worn out, like sheep without a shepherd. Again, the
servant song says: The LORD God has given Me a tongue of those who

are instructed to know how to sustain the weary wit h a word. He
awakens Me each morning; He awakens My ear to liste n like those
being instructed. Jesus the man had tuned his ear to listen to his

Father's instruction. He was doing exactly what Ja mes exhorts us
to do in James 1:19 where he says: Let every person be quick to

hear, slow to speak, slow to anger. That last part, that slow to

anger was never more true in the darkness that was to follow, and
we see that expressed in the servant song. The ser vant song takes
a very dark turn next in Isaiah 50:5-6 it says this, it says: The
LORD God has opened My ear, and | was not rebelliou s; | did not

turn back. | gave My back to those who beat Me, an d My cheeks to
those who tore out My beard. | did not hide My fac e from scorn and

spitting.



Understand the implications of what Isaiah is sayin g here. Isaiah

wrote some time around the 8th century BC, hundreds of years before
Christ was even born. Jesus as a young man turned to these ancient
prophetic scriptures to receive instruction from hi s heavenly
Father. He awakens Me each morning; He awakens My ear to li sten
like those being instructed. Jesus needed instruction because he

had emptied himself of his prerogatives of omniscie nce relying
instead on God speaking to him through the Old Test ament
scriptures. And there in Isaiah's servant song and other places,

it is confirmed to him that not only will he be hum bled to the
position of a student gaining instruction and learn ing, but he also
learned that he would be learning that his ultimate purpose lay not
so much in teaching but in dying, in dying for the sins of his
sheep. Jesus describes the process as one of utter and complete
submission to authority. You see, no matter how di fficult, no
matter how terrifying the instruction was, Jesus co uld say in verse
5. The LORD God has opened my ear, and | was not rebel lious; I did
not turn back. The Father had much to instruct the Son when it

came to living as God in the flesh among men. Jesu s had to learn
that he would encounter only two types of people on this earth.
There would be this tiny minority of his disciples of those who
loved him and the vast majority of those who hated him without a
cause. Jesus told his own disciples in Luke 21:17: "You will be

hated by all for my name's sake." Jesus identified this gut level



hatred by describing two different camps that the w
divided into. Those camps haven't changed in 2,000
either a lover of this world or you are a lover of
can't be and you won't be a lover of both. Jesus s
15:18: "If the world hates you, know that it has h

it hated you. If you were of the world, the world
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out of the world, therefore the world hates you."
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as defined by scripture. There are environmental J
justice Jesuses, gay rights Jesuses, be left wing J
wing Jesuses; which particular Jesus do you want?
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flesh who lived among us without ever sinning, ever

he was flawless, because he was without sin, he was

hole world is
years. You are
Christ. But you
aid in John

ated me before

would love you

ut I chose you

These are Jesus'

ou ask the

ate Christ?

nd probably tell
eems to smack of
II, I'd have to

d that question
You see, there
s only one Jesus
esuses, social
esuses, right
The Jesus that
of God in the

. And because

immensely



threatening to those whose idea of God centered aro
ideas of their own goodness. The Jesus that they h
their own mind was a teacher or a philosopher or a
someone who blazed a trail that showed them how to
certainly not God incarnate living his life flawles
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for God. It's not. Jesus came into the world as a light shining

in the darkness but the scripture says in John 3:19: "This is the
judgment: The light has come into the world, and p eople loved the
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil."

In Isaiah's servant song, Jesus says: The LORD God has given Me
the tongue of those who are instructed to know how to sustain the
weary with a word. And so we see that his word sustained and

uplifted and encouraged and fed those who had becom e worthy of
their sin but his word also did something else. Hi s word also
frustrated and outraged those who thought their goo dness was good
enough, and they hated him for it. Jesus said in John 15:22: "If

| had not come and spoken to them, they would not h ave been guilty
of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates
me hates my Father also. If | had not done among t hem the works
that no one else did, they would not be guilty of s in, but now they
have seen and hated both me and my Father. But the word that is
written in their Law must be fulfilled: 'They hate d me without a
cause."

It's been 2,000 years since Jesus was here and abso lutely nothing
has changed. The world is still at war against Jes us; it just
doesn't realize it. Ever since the fall of Adam, m ankind has been

running and hiding from a God he alternately fears and loathes.



It's in our DNA. Itis in our subconscious. We ha
gut-level hatred for a Christ we don't even know.
worse, we have no idea that we have this hatred bec
openly acknowledged. See, there's a reason why the
so-called war on Christmas. It's because the world
stopped conducting a war on Christ, and there is no

offensive in the entire world than the name of Jesu
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stunning reversal in the face of widespread outrage
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omniscience that belonged to him as God in the fles h but with a

humble attitude of a learner, of a disciple willing to put himself
in a position of having to be taught. And again we go back to the
scripture. It says: The LORD God has given Me the tongue of those

who are instructed to know how to sustain the weary with a word.

He awakens Me each morning; He awakens My ear to li sten to like
those being instructed. The LORD God has opened My ear, | was not
rebellious; | did not turn back. But notice now how quickly the

song turns to what it is the suffering servant must learn about and
what he must do to save us. In verse 6, he says: | gave My back
to those who beat Me, and My checks to those who to re out My
beard. | did not hide My face from scorn and spitt ing. You see,
the song prophetically transports the servant 800 y ears into the
future. There God himself who had made himself vul nerable to his
own creation began to experience firsthand the full brunt of the
hatred that the world had for him. Luke 22:63 says: Now the men
who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat
him. Matthew 27:27 says: Then the soldiers of the governor took

Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they ga thered the whole
battalion before him. And they stripped him and pu t a scarlet robe
on him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, th ey put it on his
head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneelin g before him,
they mocked him, saying, "Hail, king of the Jews!" And they spit

on him and took the reed and struck him in the head



There's something very important for us to get in t
that Jesus makes in the servant song. See, there a
today who think of Jesus' passion and his crucifixi
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also somehow think of Jesus as a victim. You know,
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be delivered over to the chief priests and the scri
will condemn him to death and deliver him over to t
And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog hi

And after three days he will rise."”

Now, when Jesus spoke those words, the reality was
When God wrote the servant song of Isaiah, the cros
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26:50, he said: Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what you came to

do." Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and
And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretc
and drew his sword and struck the servant of the hi
cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, "Put your

its place. For all who take the sword will perish

Do you think that | cannot appeal to my Father, and
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by the same he shall return, and he shall not come
declares the LORD. For | will defend this city to

own sake and for the sake of my servant David." An
the LORD went out and struck down a hundred and eig
thousand in the camp of the Assyrians. And when pe

in the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies.
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by the very one who said,

what they do."

So after Jesus had been beaten to a bloody pulp, he
before the crowds. Pontius Pilate thought the sigh
pathetically treated would induce the crowds to hav
pity, so he takes the broken, bloodied body of Jesu
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they, like us, hated Christ. When | try to explain
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not even realize that the light is come into the da

preferred the darkness.

You know, there are many, many different ways to pr
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