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Homiletics III: JR Beeke 

                Sermon Preparation for Special Services 
Syllabus for 513 Homiletics III: Sermon Preparation for Special Services 
 
 

I. Course Description 
A study of how Christian worship expresses and shapes our understanding of 
the redemptive acts of Jesus Christ and other special occasions for worship, with 
particular attention to pulpit preparation for the celebration of Advent weeks, 
the birth of Christ, New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day, Prayer days, Passion 
weeks, Christ’s crucifixion, Christ’s resurrection, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, 
Reformation day, and Thanksgiving day. Guidance is provided for speaking on 
other special occasions such as baptism, confession of faith, the Lord’s Supper, 
weddings, funerals, installation or ordination of office-bearers, inaugural and 
farewell messages, dedication and anniversary services, conferences, adult 
classes, question-answer sessions, gatherings of seniors, chapels, congregational 
meetings, confessions of guilt, catechism classes, and radio addresses and 
interviews.  

 
II. Course Objectives 
By the end of this course, you should be able to: 
 
A. Know the basic history of how a variety of special services developed in the 
church. 
 
B. Understand the main objectives of these special services from a Reformed 
perspective. 
 
C.  Grasp the basic content involved in speaking on special occasions, including 
appropriate scriptural data.  
 
D. Preach and/or speak on a variety of these special occasions, and be equipped 
with tools to speak on all such occasions.   
 

III. Course Texts 
 
1. Required reading: Course syllabus (600+ pages). Unfortunately, there are no 
good textbooks available that covers the area of this course from a conservative 
Reformed viewpoint. 
 
2. Recommended reading: See asterisked items (*) in bibliography below. 
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IV. Course Requirements 
1. An 80-minute mid-term exam based on lectures and required reading (25% of 
grade). 
 
2. Three sermons must be ritten out in full, one of which is delivered to staff and 
students for critiquing (25% for each sermon). 
 
3. Complete the reading assignments.  
 
V. Course Outline 
 
I. Introduction: Preaching Special Services………………………………………..  4 
II. Preaching Advent…………………………………………………………………  5 
III. Preaching on Christ’s Birth………………………………………………………21 
IV. Preaching on New Year’s Eve………………………………………………….  28 
V. Preaching on New Year’s Day…………………………………………………..  40 
VI. Preaching from the First Sabbath of the Year until the Beginning of Passion.47 
VII. Preaching the Annual Prayer Day……………………………………………….49 
VIII. Preaching National and Special Prayer Day Services……………………….. 59 
IX. Preaching During the Passion Weeks…………………………………………… 60 
X. Preaching Easter and Post-Easter………………………………………………… 87 
XI. Preaching Ascension and Post-Ascension……………………………………..103 
XII. Preaching Pentecost and Post-Pentecost………………………………………113 
XIII. Preaching Reformation Day Sermons…………………………………………129 
XIV. Preaching Thanksgiving Day Sermons……………………………………….159 
XV. Administering Baptism and Preaching Baptism Sermons…………………. 167 
XVI. Confession of Faith……………………………………………………………   192 
XVII. Administering the Lord’s Supper and Preaching Preparatory, Communion  

and Reflection Sermons…………………………………………………….   210 
XVIII. Weddings…………………………………………………………………….   250 
XIX. Funerals………………………………………………………………………… 280 
XX. Installation of Elders and Deacons; Ordination of Ministers……………..   303 
XXI. Inaugural and Farewell Sermons……………………………………………  341 
XXII. Miscellaneous Special Occasions…………………………….………………364 
 A. Dedication Services……………………………………………………….367 
  1. Church Building……………………………………………………367 
  2. School Building…………………………………………………… 389 
  3. Organ…………………………………………………………….... 396 
 B. Anniversaries: Church, School, Couples……………………..……….. 405 
 C. Conferences……………………………………………………….………409 
  1. Youth……………………………………………………………..  410 
  2. Men………………………………………………………………. 439 
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  3. Women………………………………………………………….449 
  4. Pastoral………………………………………………………… 456 
  5. Scholarly……………………………………………………….. 472 
  6. Congregational…………………………………………………492 
 D. Post-Conference Sermons…………………………………………….503 
 E. Week-Day Sermons 
 F. Expository or Series Preaching……………………………………….. 516 

G. Adult Classes……………………………………………………………517 
H. Question/Answer Sessions 
I. Gatherings of Seniors 
J. Chapels 
K. Congregational Meetings……………………………………………… 555 
L. Confession of Guilt……………………………………………………… 556 
M. Opening the Season of Catechism Classes……………………………557 
N. Catechism Class…………………………………………………………. 561 
O. Radio Addresses and Interviews 
P. Mission Meetings 
Q. Opening Consistory Meetings 
R. Other………………………………………………………………………. 587 
            1. Memorial Day…………………………………………………….. 587 
            2. Resumption of church activities…………………………………589 
            3. Labor Day…………………………………………………………. 593 
            4. Fathers’ and mothers’ days………………………………………600 
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