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Prayer:  Father God, I do again thank you for the cross, I t hank 

you for the incredible sacrifice that you were will ing to lay down 

in order to rescue and ransom us from the penalty o f our sin, and 

Lord, I just again thank you for having us remember  your cross.  I 

pray today this morning as we are at communion, tha t you would give 

us an extra measure of your Holy Spirit 's grace and  power as we 

again look into your word, we may -- may we be rene wed in the 

worship that we have and the ability to love and ad ore what it is 

you've done for us and love and adore you as well.  We pray this in 

Jesus' name.  Amen.   

Well, this is the first Sunday of the month again a nd again this is 

the day that we remember the Lord Jesus and his cro ss.  And Jesus 

on the night before he died, he met with the discip les and there he 

celebrated a Passover supper with them.  And we rea d of that in 

Matthew 26:26-29.  It says:  Now as they were eating, Jesus took 

bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it t o the disciples, 

and said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  And he too k a cup, and 



when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying , "Drink of it, 

all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, w hich is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell y ou I will not 

drink again of this fruit of the vine until that da y when I drink 

it new with you in my Father's kingdom."   Jesus took bread, he took 

wine and he offered them up as symbols of his flesh  and of his 

blood and then he asked his disciples to eat the br ead and drink 

the cup to symbolically eat his flesh, to symbolica lly drink his 

blood.  And then he asked them to repeat the rememb rance of this 

sacrifice on a regular basis which is what we are d oing this 

morning, and we call that the Lord's table.  We cel ebrate it once a 

month, and we do that by meditating on what it is t he Lord Jesus 

Christ did for us on the cross, by asking God's Hol y Spirit to 

convict us of sin, by confessing our sins, and then  by 

participating in the elements.  John 6:53  says:  So Jesus said to 

them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat t he flesh of the 

Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in  you."   

Well, we have been following the life of Jesus and we've thus far 

made it to the 11th chapter of the Gospel of John.  This is the 

chapter that has to do with Jesus raising Lazarus.  John 11:1-4  

says this, it says:  Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, 

the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  It was Mary who 

anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, 



whose brother Lazarus was ill.  So the sisters sent  to him, saying, 

"Lord, he whom you love is ill."  But when Jesus he ard it he said, 

"This illness does not lead to death.  It is for th e glory of God, 

so that the Son of God may be glorified through it. "   

Well, there's a lot of information right from the s tart that John 

wants to convey, and he wants to convey just a few words here.  We 

know from scripture that there was in fact more tha n one Lazarus.  

We also know that there was more than one town call ed Bethany.  So 

John tells us this was the Lazarus of Bethany and t his is the 

Bethany that Martha and Mary lived in.  Now John is  also making the 

assumption that we know a little bit about these tw o sisters, Mary 

and Martha, because we've been introduced to them b efore.  In Luke 

10:38  it describes this incident, it says this, it says:   Now as 

they went on their way, Jesus entered a village.  A nd a woman named 

Martha welcomed him into her house.  And she had a sister called 

Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to hi s teaching.  But 

Martha was distracted with much serving.  And she w ent up to him 

and said, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has  left me to 

serve alone?  Tell her then to help me."  But the L ord answered 

her, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many 

things, but one thing is necessary.  Mary has chose n the good 

portion, which will not be taken away from her."   



So we learn that Jesus has been a house guest of Ma rtha and Mary 

and that he knew them well enough to settle a dispu te that had 

risen between both sisters.  This dispute has becom e to some an 

iconic display of the difference between those who worship with 

their hearts and their minds and those who worship with their hands 

and their feet.  Actually I think it's a mistake to  pit one against 

the other when what Jesus was really saying was tha t given the 

opportunity to sit at the feet of God himself or to  sweep floors 

and bake bread and scrub dishes, well then Mary who  made that 

choice to sit at Jesus' feet, then Mary had chosen well.  And John 

goes on in the next verse to further identify this Mary with this 

act of worship in John 11:2.  He says:  It was Mary who anointed 

the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose 

brother Lazarus was ill.   We'll see that in the next chapter of 

John, John 12, but he's describing Mary being overw helmed with 

gratitude that Jesus has raised her brother Lazarus  from the dead 

and so she's anointing his feet, but that's in the future.  In the 

present all Mary and Martha both knew was that thei r brother 

Lazarus was gravely sick.  Verse 3 says:  So the sisters sent to 

him, saying, "Lord, he whom you love is il l."  But when Jesus heard 

it he said, "This illness does not lead to death.  It is for the 

glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorifi ed through it."  

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  So, when he 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days long er in the place 



where he was.   

You know, I gave a message and we're still doing th e series, this 

is a couple of -- dating back a couple of weeks, I said when God 

doesn't make sense, and I was speaking then about E lijah and how 

counterintuitive God's instructions to him seemed t o be.  God was 

in the process of growing faith in this prophet and  God is stil l in 

the process of doing the very same thing in our liv es today.  And 

the way that he grows faith is by testing and tryin g the faith that 

we have, stretching it to make it grow, because fai th is not faith 

until it is tested.  I mean, any test of faith is g oing to 

challenge us to believe that God is good or faithfu l or trustworthy 

when the arguments for that no longer make a lot of  sense.  And in 

Elijah's case, God sent him, he sent him from the c enter of power, 

Ahab and Jezebel's throne room, into this place of complete and 

utter obscurity with the brook Cherith where the on ly companions he 

had were birds who were feeding him twice a day.  A nd we've seen 

that that was just the start of a journey that we'v e been following 

for a few weeks now wherein Elijah's ideas about Go d just got 

turned upside down in the process of growing in him  a faith that 

would be willing to trust him no matter what.  Well  that process, 

that process never stops.  You see, we have to unde rstand that 

faith is not something that God takes casually.  Hebrews 11:6  says:  

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, f or he who comes 



to God must believe that He is, and that He is a re warder of those 

who diligently seek Him.   See, what matters most to God is faith.  

It's the source of our being made right with him.  Romans 4:3  says:  

For what does the scripture say?  "Abraham believed  God, and it was 

accounted to him for righteousness."   And so if faith is the source 

and the ground of our being made righteous in God's  sight, well, 

does it not follow that God would be about the busi ness of growing 

faith in each of us?  Well, this is exactly what we  see Jesus 

doings in the lives of Lazarus, in the lives of his  family, and the 

disciples and even the crowd around them.  What we see him doing is 

he's growing their faith by stretching it, by testi ng it, by trying 

it, often times by engaging in things that don't ma ke a great deal 

of sense.  In fact, one of the reasons why we have these accounts 

in scripture is that they allow us, as I've said ma ny times, to get 

back up to the ten thousand foot level to see the l ives of the 

saints from the perspective that only time can give .  I mean, we 

see that a lot of what didn't make sense to Elijah,  in the end it 

makes perfect sense when we understand that God's g oal for Elijah's 

life was to grow faith in him.  Well, the same appl ies to our text 

this morning because what we're seeing here is that  Jesus is about 

the business of growing faith.  And here's the hard  part.  Often 

times that very process seems to make very little s ense.  With that 

in mind, I guess you could call this communion mess age when God 

really, really doesn't make any sense, because Jesu s' actions made 



no sense to the disciples, they made no sense to Ma rtha and Mary, 

they made no sense even to the people who were surr ounding 

Lazarus's death.  

Let me just take a look at each of these.  First of  all, Jesus made 

no sense to the disciples.  Let me pick up at verse  3.  It says:  

So the sisters sent to him, saying, "Lord, he whom you love is 

ill."  But when Jesus heard it he said, "This illne ss does not lead 

to death.  It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may 

be glorified through it."  Now Jesus loved Martha a nd her sister 

and Lazarus.   Well, scripture declares that Jesus has this deep  

affection for Martha and Mary and Lazarus.  We know  that he stayed 

at their home and we knew that he knew them well.  So we have the 

sisters approaching Jesus and they tell him that hi s beloved 

Lazarus is gravely ill.  And Jesus appears to be sa ying to him, 

don't worry, Lazarus is not going to die from this.   But then Jesus 

does something absolutely confounding.  What he doe s is nothing.  

Verse 6 said:  So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 

two days longer in the place where he was.   

Now, I want you to imagine that you're one of his d isciples and 

you're trying to figure this out, and you know that  Jesus deeply 

loves Lazarus, you know that his sisters have made this desperate 

plea to him for his help, and yet for some reason J esus is just 



l ingering.  He's just kind of hanging out.  He's th ere -- he's 

there for two full days.  Well, I would think it do esn't take a 

rocket scientist to conclude that since Jesus has s aid, first of 

all, this illness is not going to end in death and that he's 

lingering there for a few days, that Lazarus is pro bably pretty 

much okay.  Imagine how you would feel when Jesus a nnounces to the 

disciples in John 11:14 :  "Lazarus has died."   If you did that to a 

dear friend of yours, I guarantee you would certain ly have your 

friends scratching their heads.  No doubt the disci ples were 

scratching theirs.  I mean, this is how you show lo ve and concern 

to a dear friend who is sick?  I mean, how many tim es have you and 

I thought if God was really loving and kind and car ing and all 

powerful, and whatever -- you fil l in the blank -- well, then 

surely he would have -- again, fill in the blank.  I mean, it is 

confounding when God doesn't act or respond like we  think he 

should.  Maybe he knows more than we do.  A lot mor e than we do.  

You see, our perspective goes from the day of our b irth and it 

projects forward, but it projects forward usually o nly just a 

couple of months.  I mean, think for a second how m any of us are 

thinking right now of next summer.  It 's not on our  minds at all, I 

mean, we don't think forward at all that way.  Thin k about God's 

perspective.  It dates backwards from before the fo undations of the 

world and then it projects forward not just through  today but 

through to eternity.  I mean to God, all of us fit on that time 



l ine and not the one that we think that we're on.  We think short 

term; he thinks eternally.  And the result is we ar e often 

disappointed in God.  I mean, he appears silent, so metimes he 

appears distant, sometimes he appears uncaring beca use he's not 

supplying us with what seemed to be imminently reas onable answers 

to the perspective that we have of ourselves.  I me an, we feel we 

don't get what we asked God for even though we've a sked for 

legitimate things.  So our unanswered prayers shout  to us that God 

probably really doesn't care or if he cares, he car es for somebody 

else and he just really doesn't care for me.  Our p roblem is really 

is a clash of perspectives and the two perspectives  are ours and 

God's.  Tim Keller sums up our dilemma neatly in on e sentence.  He 

says this, he says:  "God will only give you what y ou would have 

asked for if you knew everything he knows."  That k ind of goes by 

pretty fast.  Let me read that again.  "God will on ly give you what 

you would have asked for if you knew everything he knows."  See, 

the fact is we don't even remotely know everything that he knows.  

Not only do we not know it, he even tells us so.  H e says through 

Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:12:  For now we see in a mirror di mly, but 

then face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shal l know fully, 

even as I have been fully known.   You see, part of seeing dimly is 

our tendency to see him time and again interacting with those who 

we know that he loves in ways that are absolutely c onfounding.  



Let me pick up at verse 6.  It says:  So when he heard that Lazarus 

was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, and  then he said to 

his disciples, "Let us go back to Judea."  "But Rab bi," they said, 

"a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone yo u, and yet you 

are going back?"   See, the disciples are logical people, they're 

thinking this through and they're thinking in their  minds Jesus, 

you just told us that Lazarus wasn't going to die a nd you've been 

hanging around here for a couple of days, and now y ou're telling us 

it's time to go to him.  I don't get it.  When it's  time to go, you 

want to stay; when it's time to stay, you want to g o.  And as long 

as Lazarus is okay, why in the world would you want  to go back 

there?  Last time we were there they tried to stone  you.  So why do 

you want to go now, especially since you've been li ngering here for 

the last few days?  Well, Jesus says this in John 11:9 , he says:  

Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in a da y?  If anyone 

walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he s ees the light of 

this world.  But if anyone walks in the night, he s tumbles, because 

the light is not in him."   You see, the Jewish day was divided into 

equal parts, day and night, that's what he was talk ing about twelve 

hours in a day.  Each day had twelve hours of dayli ght, twelve 

hours of night and what varied with the seasons was  the length of 

each of those hours.  And in the summertime those h ours were longer 

than 60 minutes; in the winter they were shorter th an 60 minutes, 

but there was always twelve hours of daylight.  And  now Jesus's 



statement actually has been bled of some of its mea ning because for 

us nighttime is not the same as it was for them.  N ighttime for us 

could be as bright as we want it to be.  Nighttime is the not much 

different than daytime if you have electricity.  Bu t in Jesus's 

day, nighttime was that time of profound darkness a nd unless there 

was a full moon, you couldn't see your hand in fron t of you.  What 

Jesus meant is that his heavenly Father had provide d an open window 

of daylight to operate in that was as fixed as the hours in a day.  

And what he was saying is it 's important to take ad vantage of that 

window regardless of how it looks to human eyes, be cause that 

window is going to start closing and darkness is go ing to start 

closing in and life is going to be far more prone t o stumbling in 

the dark.  And the light that Jesus was taking abou t was not the 

sun, it wasn't even the moon; it was himself.  He s aid in John 9:4, 

he said:  "We must work the works of him who sent me while it  is 

day; night is coming, when no one can work.  As lon g as I am in the 

world, I am the light of the world."   We have a cliche that says 

"make hay while the sun shines," and Jesus was kind  of restating 

that by saying "make the kingdom advance while the Son of Man still 

shines in your presence."  But then he gets down to  a practical 

aspect of what he's discussing.  We pick up again a t verse 11.  He 

says:  After saying these things, he said to them, "Our fr iend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.  The disciples 

said to him, "Lord if he has fallen asleep, he will  recover."  Now 



Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought tha t he meant 

taking rest in sleep.  Then Jesus told them plainly , "Lazarus has 

died," and for your sake I am glad that I was not t here, so that 

you may believe.  But let us go to him."  So Thomas , called the 

Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go , that we may 

die with him."   

You want to talk about not making any sense?  You w ant to talk 

about confounding?  Jesus stays when he's supposed to go, he goes 

when he's supposed to stay, he tells the disciples that Lazarus's 

illness is not unto death and then he flat out tell s them that he's 

died.  Then he adds now he wants to go to where Laz arus is in spite 

of the fact that previously having gone there they tried to stone 

him.  You look at Thomas's response and it's as muc h an indication 

of his profound confusion and resignation as it is his 

determination to follow Jesus even when doing so ma kes no sense at 

all.  He said, "Let us also go, that we may die wit h him."  We know 

that when push came to shove, Thomas and the other disciples all 

deserted Jesus.  Thomas didn't flat out deny Jesus like Peter did 

but he was among those who fled.  Nevertheless, Tho mas's attitude 

was the attitude of faith, and what he's saying is that even though 

everything in me is telling me this is crazy, Jesus , you are my 

Lord, you are heading into a death trap, if that's where you want 

to go, I' ll go with you.  As one commentator put it , Thomas was a 



combination of devotion and despondency.  Neverthel ess, he was 

determined to follow his Lord.  

As the elders begin distributing the bread, I would  like us to ask 

ourselves would you be willing to do the same thing  especially in 

light of the fact that so much made so little sense ?  Jesus may not 

ask us to die with him but many times we've all had  to wrestle with 

the temptation that he's asking far too much when h e wants us to 

live for him, especially when life doesn't seem to make any sense.  

So the question I want to ask this morning is are y ou willing, like 

Thomas, to trust him even then?  

As the bread is being given out, I would also like us to consider 

this warning that God gives about communion itself.   1 Corinthians 

11:28  says this, it says:  But let a man examine himself, and so 

let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  For  he who eats and 

drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgme nt to himself, 

not discerning the Lord's body.  For this reason ma ny are weak and 

sick among you, and many sleep.  For if we would ju dge ourselves, 

we would not be judged.  But when we are judged, we  are chastened 

by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.   You 

know, I say this every month, communion is extremel y serious 

business and if you take it in an unworthy manner, you are 

literally courting disaster.  What I'm saying here is that if 



you're not absolutely confident that you are a chil d of the King or 

perhaps you first need to be reconciled to your bro ther or sister 

before you bring your sacrifice to the altar, then when the 

elements come to you, just pass them on.  Again, no  one's going to 

look at you or think you strange, it 's just somethi ng that happens 

that people need to get right first.  I also say th at on the other 

hand we can make the mistake of thinking that unles s we're 

spotlessly perfect we're unworthy to receive commun ion, and that 

too is a mistake, because being a child of the King  doesn't mean 

that we don't sin and it doesn't mean that we never  fail.  What it 

means is that we recognize salvation as a gift that  no one is ever 

capable of earning by being good.  Again, as Dane O rtland puts it:  

"In the kingdom of God, the one thing that qualifie s you is knowing 

that you don't qualify, and the one thing that disq ualifies you is 

thinking that you do."  But you know, it also means  that when we do 

fail, we are aware of the fact that we have sinned because we have 

the Holy Spirit of God who lives inside us, and God 's Spirit is 

there inside us convicting us, grieving us, and so we grieve as 

children who know we have a Father who longs to for give us, who 

longs to cleanse us.  

God says in 1 John 1:9:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful  and 

just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.   So being a child of the King doesn't mean that we  



are sinless.  It means that when we sin, we have an  advocate with 

the Father.  And an advocate is someone who simply speaks on our 

behalf.  1 John 2:1  says:  My dear children, I write this to you so 

that you will not sin.  But if anybody does sin, we  have an 

advocate with the Father -- Jesus Christ, the Right eous One.   So 

because we have Jesus's righteousness, an alien rig hteousness that 

does not belong to us, it belongs to him but it 's g iven to us, 

because we have Jesus's righteousness and not our o wn, we are free 

to eat from his table.  So if you love your Lord, d on't deny 

yourself the privilege that Christ has purchased fo r you.  He lived 

the life we were supposed to live and then he died the death we all 

deserved to die in our place so that we could be ma de worthy of 

heaven, so that we could partake in this very meal.   And as we're 

sitting and meditating, take some time this morning  to ask 

yourself:  Am I willing to trust Jesus when life ma kes no sense at 

all?  

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, the 23rd verse say s:  For I 

received from the Lord what I also delivered to you , that the Lord 

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,  and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my bo dy which is for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me."   So take, and eat.  

Well, like I said, Jesus made no sense to the disci ples.  And if 



Jesus made no sense to the disciples, how do you th ink he made any 

sense to Martha and Mary?  As the elders come forwa rd to distribute 

the cup, I would like you to just consider these st atements.  In 

John's gospel, the 11th chapter -- just tuck them a way in your head 

for a minute.  This is John 11:17, it says:  Now when Jesus came, 

he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.  

Verse 21 says:  Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died."   And then in verse 32 it says:  

Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his 

feet, saying to him, "Lord, if you had been here, m y brother would 

not have died."   You see, Mary and Martha give voice to the kind o f 

struggle writ large that each of us have putting ou r faith to the 

test.  There was a whole set of facts that they kne w.  You see, 

they knew that Jesus loved them.  They knew that if  Jesus was 

there, he could have made a difference, and they bo th state it in 

the exact same way.  And what is remarkable is the honesty with 

which they approached Jesus.  They basically are sa ying Jesus, all 

you had to do was show up and this wouldn't have ha ppened.  This 

really gets to the heart of our struggles with fait h.  You see, 

Martha and Mary flat out state what a rational asse ssment of the 

facts indicate.  Rationally looking at all the fact s, Jesus makes 

no sense whatsoever to Martha and Mary at this poin t, but they 

don't complain and they don't even accuse, but hang ing in the air 

of their statements is this clear combination of de spondency and 



devotion, and that is what marks the process of fai th being birthed 

and grown.  "Lord, if you had been here my brother would not ha ve 

died."   Consider the times in your own life when your fai th has 

been stretched.  Just consider the times that that took place and 

what it took to make that faith grow.  I can almost  guarantee you 

that it was not good times and great blessings but instead hard 

times and scant blessings, times when the enemy whi spered in your 

ear that this God and that faith is itself a waste of time and a 

joke, times when common sense itself is telling you  that a God of 

love, a God who is all caring, a God who is all pow erful, he 

wouldn't do what he's doing to you.  This is when y ou know that 

your faith is being tried and tested and stretched.   But you know, 

it's not like we haven't been forewarned.  God tell s us this in    

1 Peter 1:6, he says:  In this you rejoice, though now for a little 

while, if necessary, you have been grieved by vario us trials, so 

that the tested genuineness of your faith -- more p recious than 

gold that perishes though it is tested by fire -- m ay be found to 

result in praise and glory and honor at the revelat ion of Jesus 

Christ.   

You know, Martha and Mary passed their testing, the ir trying, they 

passed it with flying colors.  But you also have to  know that they 

weren't simply disappointed.  They were crushed.  I  mean, they were 

crushed by the events that had unfolded.  The broth er whom they 



dearly loved was dead and buried in a tomb.  And I' m sure the enemy 

delighted in whispering in their ears how badly Jes us Christ had 

let them down.  And yet we can see that they refuse d to go there.  

We pick up at verse 21, it says:  Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But" -- that's 

a very important but -- "but even now I know that w hatever you ask 

from God, God will give you."  Jesus said to her, " Your brother 

will rise again."  Martha said to him, "I know that  he will rise 

again in the resurrection on the last day."   You see, Martha in the 

midst of this severe test, she refuses to go anywhe re but where her 

faith in Jesus is going to lead her, and she's a mo del of what we 

need to do when life no longer makes sense, when ci rcumstance seems 

to shout that God doesn't care, we go back to Jesus .  But we go 

back to the Jesus of the cross.  And we ask ourself  the same 

question that Paul asked in Romans 8:32 , he said:  He who did not 

spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how w ill he not also 

with him graciously give us all things?   Now I'd be the first one 

to say that sometimes you have to ask that question  through gritted 

teeth.  You know, sometimes life throws circumstanc es at us that 

make us wonder is God really for us?  Well, it 's th en that the 

vision of Jesus Christ, the perfect Son of God who came to this 

earth and lived his life perfectly, beaten, bloodie d, abandoned, 

and hanging on a cross in order to pay for my sin, that vision, 

that vision is what allows me to trust him when cir cumstance begins 



to shout otherwise.  Martha and Mary didn't yet hav e the proof that 

we have because Jesus had not yet gone to the cross , and all they 

had was his friendship and his presence and his wor d.  But that was 

enough.  In verse 25 it says:  Jesus said to her, "I am the 

resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me,  though he die, 

yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and belie ves in me shall 

never die.  Do you believe this?"  She said to him,  "Yes, Lord; I 

believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God who  is coming into 

the world."   You have to understand that when Martha said this , 

Lazarus was nothing more than a rotting corpse in a  tomb.  Verse 28 

says:  When she had said this, she went and called her sis ter Mary, 

saying in private, "The Teacher is here and is call ing for you."  

And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to  him.  Now Jesus 

had not yet come into the village, but was still in  the place where 

Martha had met him.  When the Jews who were with he r in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, th ey followed her 

supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep th ere.  Now when 

Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, 

saying to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brot her would not 

have died."  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Je ws who had come 

with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his s pirit and 

greatly troubled.   

Please don't miss what God is saying here.  You kno w, could Jesus 



have healed Lazarus before the disease took his lif e?  Of course he 

could have.  Well then is Jesus in some way respons ible for this 

pain that's descending like a blanket on all of the se people whom 

he loved?  Well the answer is yes, he is.  Jesus un derstands that 

some things grow only through pain, and he understa nds that by 

experience.  This is what Hebrews 5:7  says, it says:  In the days 

of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplica tions, with loud 

cries and tears, to him who was able to save him fr om death, and he 

was heard because of his reference.  Although he wa s a son, he 

learned obedience through what he suffered.   Are you saying then 

that Jesus willingly allowed his dearest friends to  suffer the pain 

of losing Lazarus in order to grow their faith?  Th at's exactly 

what I'm saying.  But understand something that is absolutely 

critical to this discussion, and that is Jesus felt  that pain as 

well.  Jesus loved Martha, he loved Mary, and he lo ved Lazarus, and 

he hated what death does in general and what it did  specifically to 

his dear, dear friends.  But here's the critical pa rt to grasp.  He 

was willing to allow that pain in order to grow fai th in his 

friends.  Verse 34 says:  And he said, "Where have you laid him?"  

They said to him, "Lord, come and see."  Jesus wept .  So the Jews 

said, "See how he loved him!"  But some of them sai d, "Could not he 

who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept  this man from 

dying?"   Well, leave it to the crowd to say what everybody  else is 

thinking, I mean they just give expression to it, I  mean they knew 



that Jesus was this great miracle worker, and by th is time he'd 

already healed the sick, he'd already fed the hungr y, he'd given 

sight to the blind, and so they wondered, Lazarus i s a dear, dear 

friend of Jesus, why would Jesus let somebody so cl ose to him die?  

Verse 38 says:  Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb.  

It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.  Jesus s aid, "Take away 

the stone."  Martha, the sister of the dead man, sa id to him, 

"Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he h as been dead 

four days."  Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you  that if you 

believed you would see the glory of God?"   

You see, there is -- there's three different groups  of people who 

could make no sense whatsoever of Jesus' response t o Lazarus's 

sickness.  The first group is the disciples.  Thoma s summed them up 

well in his devotion and in his despondency because  Jesus didn't 

need to make sense to Thomas.  I mean Jesus -- Thom as knew that 

Jesus was Lord, he knew he was ready to follow him wherever it was 

he was going even if it seemed absolutely crazy at the time.  So he 

said:  So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disc iples, 

"Let us also go, that we may die with him."   Another group was 

Martha and Mary.  And at the height of Martha's pai n, she is stil l 

able to say:  "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died.  But even now I know that whatever you a sk from God, God 

will give you."   And finally there's this crowd.  Jesus addresses 



every one of these three groups, and he addresses t he crowd this 

way in verse 41, he says:  So they took away the stone.  And Jesus 

lifted up his eyes and said, "Father, I thank you t hat you have 

heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, but I sa id this on 

account of the people standing around, that they ma y believe that 

you sent me."   Now admittedly Jesus had not made much sense to t he 

disciples, he had not made much sense to Martha and  Mary, and had 

not made much sense to the crowd, but with his next  three words he 

made perfect sense.  Verse 43 says:  When he had said these things, 

he cried out in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out."  The man who had 

died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his 

face wrapped with a cloth.  Jesus said to them, "Un bind him, and 

let him go."  Many of the Jews therefore, who had c ome with Mary 

and had seen what he did, believed in him.   

You know, if you are having a hard time this mornin g trying to make 

sense of your life, trying to believe that God stil l loves you, 

still cares for you when circumstance seems to be s houting 

otherwise, realize that you are not alone.  I mean,  even those who 

were the closest to Jesus were at times profoundly confounded by 

what he said and what he did, but not one word was wasted and not 

one deed was idle.  I mean they all had a point, th ey all had a 

purpose and that purpose was to grow them in their faith.  It may 

be 2,000 years later, but God is still in the same business of 



doing the exact same thing today.  Sometimes it's j ust not that 

easy to see.  Sometimes we just need to ask for his  help in finding 

it.  We need to look to the cross.  We need to look  to the Savior.  

Take a moment to thank him for his word, for his fl esh, for his 

blood shed for us.  

1 Corinthians, the 11 chapter, the 25th verse says this:  In the 

same manner he also took the cup after supper, sayi ng, "This cup is 

the new covenant in My blood.  This do, as often as  you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me."   Take, and drink.  

This is the part that we call heads, heart, and fee t, and I just -- 

in keeping with what I've been saying here, I just -- I'm asking 

you to think if you know anybody who's having a cri sis of faith or 

just a crisis in general or a struggle where life d oesn't seem to 

make sense, and I just want to issue a bit of a cau tion.  Because 

when we are confronted with folks who are in that k ind of a 

situation, life doesn't seem to make sense, we ofte n times think 

it's our job to make it make sense and so we wind u p being either a 

cop or lawyer or psychiatrist for God.  I don't thi nk that's what 

God is looking for from us.  I think what God is lo oking for from 

us is that overly used word "empathy."  You know, G od says weep 

with those who weep; rejoice with those who rejoice .   There is 

nothing more powerful than somebody weeping with yo u.  I've wept 



with people and I've had people weep with me.  That  cuts across 

everything.  You don't need an explanation if you'r e willing to 

weep with somebody.  You don't need an explanation if you're 

willing to rejoice with somebody.  What God is sayi ng is that the 

journey of faith for us is going to constantly invo lve us in 

situations that are baffling, confounding, faith ch allenging.  And 

if you know somebody who's in a situation like that , come alongside 

them and just say I ache with you.  Weep with them.   You know, if 

they have questions that you can answer, fine, but don't think that 

that's what God desperately needs.  He needs us to be his heart, 

his hands, and his feet.  Let's pray.  

Father, I thank you for the incredible lessons that  you are 

teaching thousands of years ago and teaching today.   I thank you 

for Lazarus, Lord, I thank you for the example that  he was.  I 

thank you for the absolutely confounding way that y ou seem to be 

involved in surrounding all of the people and all o f the 

circumstances that were surrounding this death.  I just think of 

the confusion that the disciples had, that Martha a nd Mary had, 

that the crowd had, and yet Lord, you knew exactly what you were 

doing, you understood exactly where you were going,  and you 

understood exactly what the point and the purpose w as and that was 

your glory.  Father, give us the ability when frien ds, when those 

around us are struggling with that part where they are confused and 



confounded, that you would give us the ability to j ust come 

alongside them and give them the comfort that only you can give, 

and we pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  


