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The birth of Messiah’s forerunner was also miraculous and gave reason for God to be 

worshiped. 

I. God enabled Elizabeth to carry her child to term. (v. 26-27) 

 

He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth... (Luke 1:14) 
 

II. Elizabeth caused consternation by obeying God’s instructions instead of the 

traditional Jewish naming conventions. (v. 59-61) 

Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your 
descendants after you for the generations to come. This is my covenant with you and your 

descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised. You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between 

me and you. For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be 
circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner—

those who are not your offspring. Whether born in your household or bought with your money, 
they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. (Genesis 

17:9-13) 
 

The Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you 
may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live. (Deuteronomy 30:6) 

 
No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the 
Spirit, not by the written code. (Romans 2:29a) 

 
But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife 

Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. (Luke 1:13) 
 

III. The neighbors and relatives appealed to Zechariah, but he confirmed his child was to 

be named John. (v. 62-63) 

IV. In yet another sign, God released Zechariah from his silence, and he responded in 

worship. (v. 64) 

V. John’s miraculous birth and Zechariah’s restoration provoked fear and wonder in 

the people. (v. 65-66) 



VI. Zechariah then burst forth in a psalm of prophetic praise for what God had done and 

was about to do. (v. 67) 

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit,  

speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music 
from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 5:18-20) 
 

A. For visitation and redemption. (v. 68) 

Praise the LORD, my soul; 
    all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 

Praise the LORD, my soul, 
    and forget not all his benefits— 

who forgives all your sins 
    and heals all your diseases, 

who redeems your life from the pit 
    and crowns you with love and compassion, 

who satisfies your desires with good things 
    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. (Psalm 103:1-5) 

 
B. For salvation and deliverance. (v. 69-71) 

69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

    in the house of his servant David 
70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 
71 salvation from our enemies 
    and from the hand of all who hate us— 

 
The Believer’s Bible Commentary suggests here that: “A horn was used to hold the oil for 
anointing kings; therefore, it might mean here a king of salvation from the line of David. On a 

Or it might be a symbol of power (as on a bull or an ox) and thus mean a powerful Savior.” I 
don’t think we necessarily need to make a choice here, since both are, in fact, true.  

 
The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; 

    my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
    my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 

I called to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, 
    and I have been saved from my enemies. 

The cords of death entangled me; 
    the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me. 

The cords of the grave coiled around me; 
    the snares of death confronted me. (Psalm 18:2-5) 

 



He reached down from on high and took hold of me; 
    he drew me out of deep waters. 

He rescued me from my powerful enemy, 
    from my foes, who were too strong for me. 

They confronted me in the day of my disaster, 
    but the LORD was my support. 

He brought me out into a spacious place; 
    he rescued me because he delighted in me. (Psalm 18:16-19) 

 
For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

    will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 
 

Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. (1 Peter 
5:8) 

 
C. For God’s unbreakable covenant promises. (v. 72-74a) 

“I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the 
stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the 

cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed…” 
(Genesis 22:16-18) 

 
D. For God’s assistance in living an upright life. (v. 74b-75) 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 

understanding. (Proverbs 9:2) 
 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 



    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 

and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. (Isaiah 11:1-3) 
 

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. (1 John 4:18a) 

 
Surely God is my salvation; 

    I will trust and not be afraid. 
The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; 

    he has become my salvation.” (Isaiah 12:2) 
 

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven,  Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:14-16) 

 
You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being 

corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on 
the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:22-24) 

 
E. For his own child who would prepare the world for the Messiah. (v. 76) 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 

Every valley shall be filled in, 
    every mountain and hill made low. 

The crooked roads shall become straight, 
    the rough ways smooth. 

And all people will see God’s salvation.’” (Isaiah 40:3-5) 
 

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you 
are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will 

come,” says the LORD Almighty. (Malachi 3:1) 
 

F. For God’s merciful heart that is willing to forgive our sins. (v. 77-78a) 

…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23) 
 

Blessed is the one 
    whose transgressions are forgiven, 

    whose sins are covered. 



Blessed is the one 
    whose sin the LORD does not count against them… (Psalm 31:1-2a) 

 
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even 

when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. (Ephesians 2:4-5) 
 

“On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the 
chief priests. About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, 

brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. We all fell to the ground, and I 
heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you 

to kick against the goads.’ 

“Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ 

“ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. 
I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen and 

will see of me. I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you 
to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to 
God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified 

by faith in me.’ 
“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. First to those in 

Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that 
they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds. That is why 

some Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. But God has helped me to this 
very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what 

the prophets and Moses said would happen— that the Messiah would suffer and, as the first to 
rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own people and to the Gentiles.” 

(Acts 26:12-23) 
 

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of 
righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the 
hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:4-7) 

 
G. For the light that shows us the Way of life. (v. 78b-79) 

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he 
humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of 
the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. (Isaiah 9:1-2) 

 
But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And 

you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. (Malachi 4:2) 



 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 

concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light. 

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that 

which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of 

natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 

the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
(John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, 

‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) Out of his fullness we 
have all received grace in place of grace already given. For the law was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, 
who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. (John 
1:6-18) 

 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 

darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and 
do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
(1 John 1:5-8) 

 
Even though I walk 

    through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, 
    for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4) 

 
 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he 

might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free those 
who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. (Hebrews 2:14-15) 

 
H. For the peace that only God can provide. (v. 79b) 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 

your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27) 
 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5) 

 



The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom 
God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we 
now stand. (Romans 4:33-5:2a) 

 
Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be 

with all of you. (2 Thessalonians 3:16) 
 

VII. John would grow to be all that the angel and his father prophesied. (v. 80) 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and 

Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the country around the 

Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. (Luke 3:1-3) 
 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  
John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His  food 

was locusts and wild honey. People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole 
region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
(Matthew 3:2, 4-6) 

 


