Belgic Confession of Faith (1561)

Article XXXVII
The Last Judgment (Part 1)

Leader: Finally, we believe, according to the Word of God, when the time appointed by the Lord (which is
unknown to all creatures) is come and the number of the elect complete, that our Lord Jesus Christ will come
from heaven, corporally and visibly, as He ascended, with great glory and majesty to declare Himself Judge of
the living and the dead, burning this old world with fire and flame to cleanse it.

People: Then all men will personally appear before this great Judge, both men and women and children,
that have been from the beginning of the world to the end thereof, being summoned by the voice of the
archangel, and by the sound of the trump of God. For all the dead shall be raised out of the earth, and
their souls joined and united with their proper bodies in which they formerly lived. As for those who shall
then be living, they shall not die as the others, but be changed in the twinkling of an eye, and from
corruptible become incorruptible.

Leader: Then the books shall be opened, and the dead judged according to what they shall have done in this
world, whether it be good or evil. Nay, all men shall give account of every idle word they have spoken, which
the world only counts amusement and jest; and then the secrets and hypocrisy of men shall be disclosed and laid
open before all.



