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Lesson 23. Preaching through Infirmity — Gal. 4:12-16

Pastor Phillip M Way

Intro: After systematically tearing down and uprooting the Judaizers heresy and building a case for
salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, Paul now demonstrates an incredibly gentle
spirit toward those who were turning away from the truth. See 2 Cor. 10:1; 2 Tim. 2:24

L. Imitation in Ministry — vs. 12a — became as I am — FREE in the gospel — Gal. 5:1 (Phil. 3:4-6; 1
Cor. 9:20-22)
II. Infirmity in Ministry — vs. 12b-13
A. Side Trip for Health — Acts 13:13-14, 45-52
B. Fruitful yet Fearful Detour — Acts 14:1-7, 19-28
III.  Intimacy in Ministry — vs. 14-15
A. Received as an Angel, even as Christ
B. Eyesight — figure of speech or source of infirmity? — Gal. 6:11; 1 Cor. 16:21; Col. 4:18; 2
Thess. 3:17
IV.  Intimidation in Ministry — vs. 16
A. Speak the truth in love — Eph. 4:11-16
B. Rebuke — 1 Tim. 5:20; Titus 1:10-13; 2:1, 11-15
C. Convince — Titus 1:9



Cross References
2 Corinthians 10:1

10 Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—who in presence
am lowly among you, but being absent am bold toward you.

2 Timothy 2:24
24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient,
Galatians 5:1

5 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a
yoke of bondage.

Philippians 3:4-6

4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the
flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the
righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

1 Corinthians 9:20-22

20 and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the
law, that I might win those who are under the law; 21 to those who are without law, as without law (not
being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law;
22 to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I
might by all means save some.

Acts 13:13-14

13 Now when Paul and his party set sail from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia; and John,
departing from them, returned to Jerusalem. 14 But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch
in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat down.

Acts 13:45-52

45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming,
they opposed the things spoken by Paul. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was
necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves
unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us: ‘I
have set you as a light to the Gentiles, that you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.” ” 48 Now
when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of the Lord. And as many as had been
appointed to eternal life believed. 49 And the word of the Lord was being spread throughout all the region.
50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and prominent women and the chief men of the city, raised up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51 But they shook off the
dust from their feet against them, and came to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with
the Holy Spirit.



Acts 14:1-7

14 Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke that a
great multitude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed. 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the
Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brethren. 3 Therefore they stayed there a long time,
speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting signs and
wonders to be done by their hands. 4 But the multitude of the city was divided: part sided with the Jews,
and part with the apostles. 5 And when a violent attempt was made by both the Gentiles and Jews, with
their rulers, to abuse and stone them, 6 they became aware of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of
Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region. 7 And they were preaching the gospel there.

Acts 14:19-28

19 Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned
Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead. 20 However, when the disciples gathered
around him, he rose up and went into the city. And the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.

Strengthening the Converts

21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra,
Iconium, and Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith,
and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” 23 So when they had
appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom
they had believed. 24 And after they had passed through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia. 25 Now when
they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 26 From there they sailed to Antioch,
where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work which they had completed. 27 Now
when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done with them,
and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 So they stayed there a long time with the
disciples.

Galatians 6:11

11 See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand!

1 Corinthians 16:21

21 The salutation with my own hand—Paul’s.

Colossians 4:18

18 This salutation by my own hand—Paul. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. Amen.

2 Thessalonians 3:17

17 The salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every epistle; so I write.

Ephesians 4:11-16

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and



fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of
deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—
Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according
to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of
itself in love.

1 Timothy 5:20
20 Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear.
Titus 1:10-13

10 For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision,
11 whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching things which they ought not,
for the sake of dishonest gain. 12 One of them, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil
beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in
the faith,

Titus 2:1
2 But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine:
Titus 2:11-15

11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13
looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own
special people, zealous for good works. 15 Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let
no one despise you.

Titus 1:9

9 holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to
exhort and convict those who contradict.
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