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Jesus Walks on the Water

John 5:15-21

Prayer: Father God, we just thank you, we praise you for th e 

cross.  We thank you for the ultimate gift of your Son, the 

ultimate sacrifice that he made on our behalf, and Lord, as we are 

about to undertake this morning a meditation of you  and your cross, 

I pray for your Holy Spirit 's presence, I pray that  you would guide 

us into that, that you would give us strength, wisd om, grace, and 

power to understand what you've given to us in your  word so that we 

may grow in our understanding of the great love tha t you have for 

us as demonstrated by the cross.  And I pray this i n Jesus' name.  

Amen.  

Well, it 's once again the first Sunday of the month , and again, 

this is the day that we remember Jesus Christ and h is cross.  And 

Jesus on the night before he died met with his disc iples, and there 

for the last time he celebrated a Passover supper w ith them.  We 

read from that Matthew 26:26 the following.  It say s:  Now as they 

were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing i t broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat; this  is my body."  



And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, 

saying, "Drink it of it, all of you, for this is my  blood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many for the forg iveness of 

sins.  I tell you I will not drink again of this fr uit of the vine 

until that day when I drink it new with you in my F ather's 

kingdom."   Jesus took bread and he took wine and he offered them up 

as symbols of his flesh and blood and then he asked  the disciples 

to eat the bread and drink the cup in order to symb olically eat his 

flesh and drink his blood.  Then he asked them to r epeat that 

sacrifice on a regular basis, and this is what we c all the Lord's 

table.  We celebrate it once a month, and we do it by meditating on 

what the Lord Jesus Christ did for us on the cross,  and then we 

examine ourselves, we ask God's Holy Spirit to poin t out areas 

where he is convicting us of our sins, and then we confess our sins 

and participate in the elements.  John 6:53 says:  So Jesus said to 

them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat t he flesh of the 

Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in  you."  

Now, we've been following the life of Jesus, and ou r story picks up 

in John chapter 6.  If you've been following along,  you remember, 

this is the place where Jesus is entering that phas e in his 

ministry where performance is everything.  He is be ing praised, 

he's being loved and worshipped for the very same r eason that 

sports figures are, that's because he has become to  the people 



around him incredibly useful.  

And our text opens up with Jesus crossing the Sea o f Galilee in 

John 6.  It says this:  After this, Jesus crossed the Sea of 

Galilee (or Tiberias), and a huge crowd was followi ng him because 

they saw the signs that he was performing by healin g the sick.   

Now, Jesus went by boat, but the crowds who met him , they had 

literally run around the outside perimeter of the S ea of Galilee 

because Jesus at this point had become far more tha n just a 

preacher.  He had become a celebrity figure.  A roc k star, 

basically.  Someone who could heal the sick and fee d the hungry.  

In short, Jesus had become incredibly useful.  And so at this point 

we're at now, he takes five loaves and two fishes a nd he feeds up 

to 20,000 people.  Verse 14 says this:  When the people saw the 

sign he had done, they said, "This really is the Pr ophet who was 

come into the world!"  Therefore, when Jesus knew t hat they were 

about to come and take him by force to make him kin g, he withdrew 

again to the mountain by himself.   

You see, Jesus knew precisely why they wanted to ma ke him king, 

because under his leadership, people could perceive  themselves now 

as having a leader who would make sure that they we re always warm, 

always fed, always dry, and always healthy, and Jes us just would 

not have that.  Again, John 6:15 says:  Perceiving then that they 



were about to come and take him by force to make hi m king, Jesus 

withdrew again to the mountain by himself.   See, Jesus had just 

done a spectacular miracle, but he also was doing s omething else.  

He was instructing his disciples in one of the most  important 

lessons they would ever learn.  And it's a lesson t hat he's 

instructing all of us in as well.  See, prior to di stributing the 

loaves and the fishes, Jesus gave Philip a spot qui z on faith.  

This is in John 6:5.  It says:  Lifting up his eyes then, and 

seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Je sus said to 

Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so that these p eople may eat?"  

He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do.   

Now, this was just one in a series of tests that Je sus had in mind 

for the disciples.  The next one was to come that v ery same 

evening.  John says in John 6:16:  When evening came, his disciples 

went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea 

to Capernaum.  It was now dark and Jesus had not ye t come to them.  

Now again, if you only read this, you wouldn't real ly get exactly 

what we're getting at here because this story only gets fleshed out 

when you look at the other gospel accounts, the acc ounts in 

particular of Mark and Matthew.  If you just read J ohn's account, 

you would get the impression that the disciples jus t kind of went 

off by themselves.  But Matthew tells us flat out t hat this indeed 

was a test.  Matthew 14:22 says:  "Immediately"  -- speaking of 



Jesus -- "Immediately he made the disciples get into the boa t and 

go before him to the other side, while he dismissed  the crowds."  

So Jesus sends the disciples on ahead without him.  And they start 

out rowing across the Sea of Galilee in the early e vening and by 

nightfall they are in serious trouble.  Verse 18 sa ys:  The sea 

became rough because a strong wind was blowing.   

Now, you might recall that this is not the first ti me that the 

disciples have been in trouble on the Sea of Galile e.  In Matthew 8 

we have a previous account of a previous story that  took place, and 

Jesus is asleep in the boat and a furious squall is  enveloping the 

disciples, that's in Matthew 8:23.  Let me just rea d that to you.  

Discussing Jesus, it says:  When he got into the boat, his 

disciples followed him.  And behold, there arose a great storm on 

the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he 

was asleep.  And they went and woke him, saying, "S ave us, Lord; we 

are perishing."  And he said to them, "Why are you afraid, O you of 

little faith?"  Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and 

there was a great calm.   

Now, once again, you need to read all of the gospel s on these 

different accounts in order to get the full picture  of what's 

taking place here.  If you read Mark's gospel, you see that it puts 

the disciples' concern in much starker terms.  The same event in 



Mark's gospel reads like this.  Speaking of Jesus, it says:  But he 

was in the stern, asleep on the cushion.  And they woke him up and 

said to him, "Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?"  And 

he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, "Peace!  Be 

still!"  And the wind ceased, and there was great c alm.  He said to 

them, "Why are you so afraid?  Have you still no fa ith?"  And they 

were fil led with great fear and said to one another , "Who is this, 

that even the wind and the sea obey him?"   

Well, as we all know, this past week, we had a litt le taste of what 

the raw power a storm can produce is like.  Now, ju st imagine for a 

minute, just imagine standing in a boat, facing int o a 60-mile-an-

hour gale and just ordering nature to cease and des ist, and 

instantly it does so.  I mean, no wonder the discip les in that boat 

were fil led with fear.  Well, the incident that we' re speaking 

about on this time, this night, they're on the very  same body of 

water, but the circumstances are a little different .  They've just 

come from yet another spectacular miracle.  Jesus h ad fed almost 

20,000 people with five loaves, and two fishes.  Th e crowds want to 

forcibly proclaim him as the new Messiah.  He wants  no part of that 

whatsoever, and so he goes up on the mountaintop an d he dismisses 

his disciples, knowing that he has another test yet  for them.  

Again John 6:19, it says:  When they this rowed about three or four 

miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming  near the boat, 



and they were frightened.  But he said to them, "It  is I; do not be 

afraid."  Then they were glad to take him into the boat, and 

immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going.   

And once again, John only gives us a bare-bones acc ount of what 

took place.  You need to read the rest of the gospe ls to flesh it 

out, because he leaves out much of the details that  the other 

gospels fil l in, including Peter's attempt to get o ut of the boat 

and walk on water to meet Jesus.  The one thing tha t you learn from 

Mark's account is that Jesus all the while this is taking place 

with the disciples out on the lake, all the while t his is taking 

place, Jesus is intently watching them.  

Mark's gospel says this in Mark 6, it says:  After he had taken 

leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray.  And when 

evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he w as alone on the 

land.  And he saw that they were making headway pai nfully, for the 

wind was against them.   I don't know whether it was because Jesus 

was up on top of the mountain and he had a vantage top and he could 

look down on the Sea of Galilee and see what was go ing on or he had 

some supernatural power.  The point is the disciple s were never out 

of Jesus' sight.  

Verse 48 continues, it says this:  And about the fourth watch of 



the night he came to them, walking on the sea.  He meant to pass by 

them, but when they saw him walking on the sea they  thought it was 

a ghost, and cried out, for they all saw him and we re terrified.  

But immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take he art; it is I.  

Do not be afraid."  And he got into the boat with t hem, and the 

winds ceased.  And they were utterly astounded, for  they did not 

understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.   

You know, I confess, the first time I read this acc ount, the first 

time I saw it, it just -- it struck me like Jesus w as doing a magic 

trick.  I had a very low opinion of what was going on.  I got the 

idea that he was intentionally trying to impress hi s disciples with 

his supernatural power.  I realized that's exactly what he was 

doing but for a far, far different motivation.  And  to get at 

Jesus' motivation, you really have to go back to hi s words to 

Philip at the very beginning of the miracle of the loaves and 

fishes, back to John 6:5 where it says again:  Lifting his eyes, 

then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming towa rd him, Jesus 

said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so thes e people may 

eat?"  He said this to test him, for he himself kne w what he would 

do.   

This whole evening, all that was taking place, this  was a test.  

And a test or a trial as opposed to a temptation is  always a 



solicitation to growth and blessing by means of the  testing.  And 

the source of it is always God.  You see, Jesus was  putting the 

disciples through yet another test that was designe d to increase 

their faith in him.  He had sent them on a mission,  and it was a 

mission that had them in the same stormy sea that o nce before had 

fil led them with terror.  John 6:18 says:  The sea became rough 

because a strong wind was blowing.   And even though they didn't 

know it, they were unaware of this, Jesus had never  taken his eyes 

off them.  Again, Mark 6:  And he saw that they wer e making headway 

painfully, for the wind was  against them.  And about the fourth 

watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea.  He meant 

to pass them by.   

Now here's again a very important peace of informat ion.  The fourth 

watch, you know, the fourth watch is between 3:00 o 'clock and 6:00 

o'clock in the morning.  If you remember the very b eginning of this 

test took place in John's gospel which says they st arted out in the 

evening.  John 6:16 says:  When evening came, his disciples went 

down to the sea, got into a boat, and started acros s the sea to 

Capernaum.  It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them.   

See, it wasn't just dark when Jesus came to them.  It was storming, 

the wind was howling, and they were once again in f ear for their 

lives.  They were three miles into a five-mile jour ney, and 

according to this, it had taken them eight or nine hours to get 



there just rowing and rowing against the wind.  Mar k 14 says:  But 

the boat by this time was a long way from the land,  beaten by the 

waves, for the wind was against them.  And in the f ourth watch of 

the night he came to them, walking on the sea.  But  when the 

disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were ter rified, and 

said, "It is a ghost!" and they cried out in fear.  But immediately 

Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take heart; it is I.  Do not be 

afraid."   

You see, Jesus had sent them, he had seen them all the while, and 

he had secured them, and he wanted them to know tha t.  First he had 

sent them on a mission that was designed solely to grow their faith 

in him.  And he had seen them all along even though  they never 

realized it.  And when circumstances began to overw helm them, he 

supplied them with the only thing that they really needed, and that 

was himself.  Verse 27:  But immediately Jesus spoke to them 

saying, "Take heart; it is I.  Do not be afraid."   Mark 6 goes on 

to say:  And he got into the boat with them, and the winds c eased.  

And they were utterly astounded, for they did not u nderstand about 

the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.   

As the elders step forward to begin distributing th e bread, I would 

like us to take some time to just consider, conside r the tests that 

Jesus was putting the disciples through and conside r the fact that 



Jesus is putting us through tests even today.  He h as sent every 

one of us, he has never taken us out of his sight a nd he says to 

each one of us, "Take heart; it is I.  Do not be af raid."  

As the elders distribute the bread, consider also t he warning that 

I repeat each month at this time.  It's from 1 Cori nthians 11:28.  

It says:  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat o f the 

bread and drink of the cup.  For he who eats and dr inks in an 

unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself , not discerning 

the Lord's body.  For this reason many are weak and  sick among you, 

and many sleep.  For if we would judge ourselves, w e would not be 

judged.  But when we are judged, we are chastened b y the Lord, that 

we may not be condemned with the world.   You know, I say this every 

month.  I say, you know, communion is extremely ser ious business, 

and to enter into it in an unworthy manner is to co urt disaster.  I 

tell people if you're not absolutely confident that  you are a child 

of the king, just pass the elements on and that nob ody's going to 

look at you strangely, nobody's going to think you' re odd.  I often 

say that they'll think you're wise for you doing th at.  But you 

know, on the other hand, we can make a mistake on t he other side of 

thinking that unless we are spotlessly perfect, we are unworthy to 

receive communion.  Well that, too, that, too, is a  large mistake.  

See, being a child of the king does not mean that w e don't sin, and 

that we never fail.  It means that when we do fail,  we are aware 



that we have sinned because God's spirit is inside of us, it is 

God's spirit inside us convicting us of sin, and we  grieve as 

children knowing that we have a Father who longs to  forgive us and 

to cleanse us.  

God says in 1 John 1:9:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.   So being a child of the king does not mean that 

we are without sin.  It means that when we sin, we have an advocate 

with the Father, that is someone who speaks out on our behalf. 

1 John 2:1 says:  My dear children, I write this to you so that you 

will not sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with 

the Father -- Jesus Christ, the righteous one.   You see, because we 

have Jesus' righteousness, we are free to eat from his table.  And 

so if you love the Lord, don't deny yourself the pr ivilege that 

Jesus has already purchased for you.  You know, the  disciples, they 

constantly messed up.  They constantly blew it, but  that never, 

never stopped Jesus' love for them.  Even in this t est of faith 

that we're looking at, they basically came up empty .  You know, 

Mark says in spite of the previous "sea rescue" tha t they received 

from Jesus, in spite of this astounding miracle tha t had just took 

place and just helped out in the miracle of the loa ves and the 

fishes, in spite of that, the disciples still had a n incredibly 



hard time placing their trust in Jesus.  

When Jesus got into the boat, it says the disciples  were quote 

"utterly astounded."  The King James says it best i n Mark 6, it 

says this:  And he went up unto them into the ship; and the win d 

ceased; and they were sore amazed in themselves bey ond measure, and 

wondered.   They were stunned.  They were beside themselves w ith 

amazement, but here's the reason why.  Verse 52:  For they did not 

understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.   

As you take the bread, as you consider, consider th e tests that 

Jesus is putting you through right now.  Consider w hat your 

response to those tests is.  For I received from the Lord what I 

also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the n ight when he was 

betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 

said, "This is my body which is for you.  Do this i n remembrance of 

me."   Take and eat.

As the elders come forward to distribute the cup, I 'd like to 

continue this meditation about the testing procedur e that God has 

for us.  You know, one of the most enduring images we have of 

child-like faith is a picture of a dad standing in the water 

beckoning for his child to jump.  You know the chil d knows that his 

daddy loves him, but what he doesn't know is what t he water itself 



is all about.  What he does know is that jumping it self is a very 

frightening thing.  So when daddy says, "Jump," the  child faces 

this great dilemma.  And you know, it's only when t he child, what 

the child knows about his daddy is greater than the  fear of the 

unknown, it is only when that happens that the chil d is willing to 

jump.  

Now, Jesus time and time again, just poured himself  into the 

disciples, proving to them over and over and over a gain that he was 

as trustworthy as the -- as any father ever could b e, and yet time 

and time again, the disciples simply refused to jum p.  And they 

resolutely failed to trust him.  There was no mirac le great enough, 

there was no saving rescue that was thorough enough , no astounding 

supernatural feat lasting enough to make a permanen t difference in 

the disciples' faith.  

You remember who this test was originally given to?   This test at 

the very beginning of the loaves and the fishes, Je sus approached 

Philip.  Well, as we read through the scriptures, l ater on we see 

another instance that took place with Philip, in Jo hn 14, eight 

chapters later, and it's the same Philip who later on demonstrates 

that he still doesn't get it.  Let me read to you t his section from 

John 14, starting at verse 6.  Jesus is speaking, h e says, Jesus 

answered, "I am the way, the truth and the life, no  one comes to 



the Father except through me.  If you really know m e, you will know 

my Father as well.  From now on, you do know him an d have you seen 

him."  Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and t hat will be 

enough for us."  Jesus answered, "Don't you know me , Philip, even 

after I've been among you such a long time?  Anyone  who has seen me 

has seen the Father.  How can you say 'Show us the Father'?  Don't 

you believe that I am in the Father, and that the F ather is in me?  

The words I say to you I do not speak on my own aut hority.  Rather, 

it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his wo rk.   

You see, for three full years, Philip watched God t he Father 

expressed in the flesh in Jesus Christ.  He watched  the healings of 

the sick, he even assisted in the distribution of t he food.  He saw 

the dead raised to life.  It wasn't enough.  And Je sus' 

frustration -- I don't know if I could use that wor d -- but Jesus' 

frustration at Philip's hard heart just seems to --  to pour out in 

this text.  I picture Jesus just kind of holding hi s head and just 

kind of squinting, he's astounded at this ignorance  and lack of 

faith and he's saying, "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I've 

been among you such a long time?  Anyone who has se en me has seen 

the Father.  How can you say 'Show us the Father'?   

You see, there was only one miracle that Jesus did that changed the 

very hearts of his disciples.  It wasn't a son wait ing to decide 



whether the father would really catch him, it was t he son knowing 

that his father could never catch him because he ha d become sin 

itself.  It was the son knowing that his jump wasn' t into just the 

deepest of waters, it was an endless dive into a bl ack abyss 

inhabited by demons and monsters.  It was a place t hat only he 

could go to and he would go there completely alone,  stripped of 

everything including his relationship with his own father.  And he 

went there not bearing his own sins, he went there bearing ours.  

2 Corinthians 5:21 says:  God made him who had no sin to be sin for 

us, so that in him we might become the righteousnes s of God.   

You know, there's another aspect of the cross that I've always 

wondered about.  I've always been troubled by the f act that Jesus 

hung on the cross for only six hours.  You know, it 's not that I in 

any way wanted Jesus' suffering to be prolonged, bu t just that it 

seemed to me that six hours seemed to be a quantifi ably small 

period of time to pay the eternal price for the sin s of his sheep, 

and that's even bolstered by the fact that if you r ead in the 

scriptures, it says that Pilate himself seemed to t hink that six 

hours was an unusually swift death on the cross.  I n Mark 15 it 

says this, it says:  Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the 

Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of  God, went 

boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body.  Pilate  was surprised 

to hear that he was already dead.  Summoning the ce nturion, he 



asked if Jesus had already died and when he learned  from the 

centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Josep h.   So we know 

that Jesus' death was unusually swift for a crucifi xion.  But I 

have since come to believe that God is also the mas ter not just of 

space but of time as well.  And that for justice sa ke, he 

compressed an eternity in hell for every one of his  sheep somehow 

into the righteous fury that he poured out on the h ead of his Son 

all squeezed into six earth hours.  Jesus will fore ver bear the 

scars of the nails and the sword in the flesh that he became for 

us.  And for all eternity he now exists in a body l ike one that we 

will someday have.  But for those six hours on Calv ary, that body, 

that mind, and that spirit went through an unspeaka ble eternal 

torture that we human beings just can't begin to gr asp.  We don't 

understand somehow, some way, God was able to squee ze that torment 

into six earth hours.  That is the king, the creato r of the 

universe, the sustainer of the universe is reduced to this in Psalm 

22:6, this is the king saying:  But I am a worm and not a man, 

scorned by everyone, despised by the people.   Psalm 22 verse 14, he 

says:  I am poured out like water, and all my bones are ou t of 

joint.  My heart has turned to wax; it has melted w ithin me.  My 

mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue st icks to the roof 

of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.  Dogs  surround me, a 

pack of villains encircles me; they pierce my hands  and my feet.  

All my bones are on display; people stare and gloat  over me.  They 



divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my g arment.   God's 

justice demanded it, and Jesus as the justifier and  the just one 

insisted on it.  Hebrews 10:12 says:  But when this priest had 

offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat  down at the 

right hand of God, and since that time he waits for  his enemies to 

be made his footstool.  For by one sacrifice he has  made perfect 

forever those who are being made holy.   

And you know, three days after that sacrifice was o ffered, the 

greatest miracle of all time took place.  Jesus had  conquered death 

itself, and that is the miracle that forever change d the disciples, 

and that is the miracle that God wants to use to ch ange your life 

and my life as well.  You see, we are no different than the 

disciples, and life itself is a series of tests tha t are designed 

to grow our faith just like that rowing exercise th e disciples were 

being put through.  They were sent, they were seen,  and they were 

secured by Jesus.  They were sent by Jesus; we are sent by Jesus.  

2 Corinthians 5:20 says:  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as 

though God were making his appeal through us.  We i mplore you on 

Christ's behalf:  Be reconciled to God.   

You see, when life is a real struggle, it 's very ea sy to get our 

focus off the purpose we have in being here.  We ar e here to 

glorify God, and the most God glorifying thing we c an ever do is 



simply to trust him, to trust him when circumstance s are dictating 

otherwise, when you've been rowing against a howlin g wind and 

you're getting nowhere.  

You know, when it comes to faith, one of the most g lorious 

statements ever uttered was uttered by Job in the m idst of the most 

bewildering torment any of us will ever face.  Job said in Job 

13:15:  Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him.   You know, Job 

is saying, "God, I don't care if you kill me.  I st ill won't stop 

trusting you in you!"  That was the battle cry of v ictory in the 

war of faith between the two kingdoms.  Donald Gray  Barnhouse once 

said, "those words sent heaven rejoicing and gave t he devil a 

mouthful of gravel."  That's why we're here.  You s ee, Job's trust 

was tested severely.  The disciples' trust was test ed repetitively, 

and we, too, will be tested as well.  And the simpl e mundane 

struggles that the we go through can make us lose s ight of the fact 

that they, too, are designed to grow our ability to  trust, because 

that's what faith is all about.  

Secondly, the disciples, even though they never rea lized it, the 

disciples were never, never out of God's sight.  Ch rist had his eye 

on them all the time.  And we, too, have the exact same privilege 

and we, too, seldom realize it.  Matthew 10:29 says :  Are not two 

sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them wil l fall to the 



ground outside of your Father's care.  And even the  very hairs of 

your head are all numbered.  So don't be afraid; yo u are worth more 

than many sparrows.   

You see, the time to trust in the sovereign hand of  God upon you is 

when it feels like you're completely invisible to G od.  It's times 

like that when we have something that is incredibly  precious to 

God, and that is trust.  It 's something that we can  give back to 

him.  That's what Job did, and he did it spectacula rly.  

And finally, we are forever secured by Jesus.  In J ohn 10:27, Jesus 

said:  "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they  follow 

me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never  perish; no one 

will snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who ha s given them to 

me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out  of my Father's 

hand.  I and the Father are one."   

Well, what does this mean to us, practically speaki ng?  Well, it 

means this.  It means the source of our ability to trust in Jesus 

lies in the cross, period.  You know, the disciples  saw Jesus do 

spectacular miracles.  And it never, never cemented  their faith.  

They saw Jesus himself command nature to cease and desist, and they 

were fil led with terror at the raw power they saw e manating from 

the Son of God and they still didn't believe.  They  saw Jesus turn 



five loaves and two fishes into a banquet for almos t 20,000 people 

and they still didn't believe.  So they were sent o n a mission from 

Jesus rowing against the wind in the middle of the Sea of Galilee 

and they see Jesus walking on the water, and Peter even steps out 

of the boat and he begins to walk on water until hi s faith starts 

to fail and he begins to sink.  And when they final ly welcome Jesus 

into the boat, they are stunned and they are overwh elmed at his 

strength and his power and his majesty, and it stil l is not enough 

to cement their faith.  All of the time and all of the energy and 

all of the preparation that Jesus poured into his d isciples, it all 

evaporated the moment he entered into his passion.  Not only that, 

Jesus specifically told them what was going to happ en.  

In Mark 10:33, he said:  "We are going up to Jerusalem and the Son 

of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers 

of the law.  They will condemn him to death and wil l hand him over 

to the gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him,  flog him and 

kill him.  And three days later he will rise."   

You see, no amount of preparation from Jesus, no mi racle could 

forestall the panic and cowardice that made them al l scatter and 

abandon their Lord.  Jesus even perfectly predicted  that 

abandonment.  In John 16:32, he said, "A time is coming and in fact 

has come when you will be scattered, each to your o wn home.  You 



will leave me all alone."   We know Peter even denied him outright.  

You see, the only miracle that changed the disciple s forever is the 

very same miracle that can change us, and that mira cle is the 

cross.  It is the cross that changes everything for ever.  And that 

includes you and that includes me.  And when you fe el like the 

disciples felt, that you're rowing like crazy again st this 

incredible head wind and you're getting absolutely nowhere and you 

begin to feel this panic starting to set in, that's  the time when 

the cross can change everything.  You see, we have the benefit, the 

benefit of knowing that Jesus, was testing the disc iples when he 

sent them out in that boat on the Sea of Galilee.  We have the 

benefit of knowing that Jesus never took his eyes o ff the disciples 

and that when they desperately needed him, he was r ight there.  

They saw him walking on water.  You know, the next time you're 

thinking, you know, if I could just see Jesus walki ng on water, if 

I could just have that experience, it would change everything.  

Well, the next time you think that, consider this:  It wasn't 

enough!  They still didn't believe!  And what chang ed them so that 

five years, ten years, fifteen years after all of t he miracles, 

they still had the strength and the power to be mar tyred 

themselves, was the height and the width and the de pth and the 

breadth of the love of God in Christ Jesus at the c ross.  

Romans 5:6 says:  You see, at just the right time, when we were 



still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Very  rarely will 

anyone die for a righteous person, though for a goo d person someone 

might possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates h is own love for 

us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ di ed for us.   You 

see, the cross, the cross is God's proof that God w ent to the end 

of his infinite resources to rescue and redeem us.  And whenever we 

are rowing against the tide, we need to focus on th e cross.  We 

have to focus on what it is that Christ did for us on the cross.  

We have to understand what it is that God did for u s at the cross.  

Because if we truly begin to grasp what Jesus went through on our 

behalf, everything else will begin to fall into pla ce.  

Romans 8:31 says:  What then shall we say in response to these 

things?  If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not 

spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all -- ho w will he not 

also, along with him, graciously give us all things ?   You have to 

hear what God is saying here.  God is saying, if I gave you my own 

Son, would I not give you everything and anything t hat you need, 

that you truly need to grow into the very image of my Son?  You 

know, God is arguing from the greater to the lesser .  He's 

basically saying if I bought you a new car, don't y ou think I'd 

give you the keys?  If I put on a gigantic feast fo r you, don't you 

think I'd give you the utensils to even eat the fea st?  And what 

he's saying is if I gave you my Son, forsaken, tort ured, stripped, 



naked, and crucified for you, would I not also give  you every 

single thing you need to be everything I intend for  you?  

So what do we need more than anything?  It's the ve ry same thing 

that the disciples needed when they were rowing aga inst the wind.  

It's not the loaves, it's not the fishes, it 's not any other 

miracle, no matter how spectacular it was.  When ci rcumstances 

began to overwhelm the disciples, he supplied them with the only 

thing that they really needed, and that was himself .  Verse 27:  

But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take heart; it is I.  

Do not be afraid."   

As you take of the fruit of the vine, consider thes e words of 

Jesus.  This is John 6:31.  It says, "Our ancestors ate the manna 

in the wilderness; as it is written:  'He gave them  bread from 

heaven to eat.'"  And Jesus said to them, "Very tru ly I tell you, 

it is not Moses who has given you the bread from he aven, but it is 

my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven.   For the bread 

of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and  gives life to 

the world."  "Sir," they said, "always give us this  bread."  Then 

Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life.  Whoever c omes to me will 

never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will ne ver be 

thirsty."   Consider the fact that all we really need is Jesu s. 



1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, the 25th verse say s this:  In the 

same manner He also took the cup after supper, sayi ng, "This cup is 

the new covenant in My blood.  This do, as often as  you drink it, 

in remember remembrance of Me."   Take and drink.  

This is the time for our heads, our heart, and our feet, the 

practical application of remembering Christ.  And y ou all know 

folks, all of us have been tested this week, some m ore severely 

than others.  People have lost heat and power and l ights and water, 

and most of us understood that this is the lot of h ow everyone 

lived a hundred years ago, and we were thrust back into that, and 

we realize how easy it is to take for granted all o f the blessings 

that we have.  So we've had only a very tiny taste of -- of the 

inconvenience that has been kind of spread all arou nd this area.  

Others have had terrible, terrible tastes, some of death, others of 

complete destruction, and so it's been a time of se vere testing for 

many.  And that also includes our brothers and sist ers.  And this 

really is a time for us to be -- be the love of Chr ist 

practically.  You know, for us, as a congregation, I was gratified 

to see the interaction, everybody was calling every body else and 

trying to get in touch with everybody else, what do  you need, what 

can we do, how can we share this, how can we share that resource, 

and that was just a great thing to be able to see.  There were 

multiple offers of space, of generators, of showers , of whatever it 



is that it took to be able to get through this, but  there still is 

a great need that's out there, and the three things  that I want to 

identify particularly, number one, there is a great  need, first and 

foremost, for prayer.  You know, for me it's very h ard when you see 

something as broad and as gigantic as this to kind of identify with 

how to pray, and you know, Lord, help everybody eve rywhere, things 

are bad.  That's kind of where it goes.  For me, I tend to focus in 

on the micro, and to me one of the thoughts in my m ind is a prayer 

for Glenda Moore whose two children, age 4 and 2, B rendan and 

Connor, Brendan and Connor were swept away and kill ed.  I can't 

imagine what that is like.  I just have no concept of what it 's 

like to see your children swept away.  Or the Mille r family who 

were preparing in Long Island to leave their house and all the kids 

and the family is in the car and the dad's outside,  and a tree 

falls on him and he dies in front of his family.  S o to me, it's a 

lot easier for me to pray for the Miller family and  the Moore 

family.  I don't know where they are spiritually bu t I just pray 

that God would use this in some way for His glory a nd for their 

peace, that somehow or other something good can com e out of this.  

So we need to be very specific about it is that we' re praying and 

ask God how it is that He would have you pray.  

Secondly, there's the practical needs.  We made a c ontribution to 

the Salvation Army.  It couldn't be easier.  I just  clicked 



Salvation Army, donations, boom, all the boxes come  up, you put in 

your credit card, boom, it's done.  There's World V ision that you 

can contribute to, there's other wonderful organiza tions like the 

Red Cross, et cetera, and they're fine organization s, but I would 

just suggest if you're going to give money, give it  to somebody 

who's going to be giving the gospel out as well as physical aid.  

I'm not knocking the other NGO's and all of the gre at work that 

they do, but if you have money to give, give it to the Salvation  

Army or World Vision or something else that will gi ve the gospel 

along with physical help.  

And lastly, there's local needs.  I noted that Kath y Spears had 

posted that the Neversink Fire Company and the Whit e Lake Fire 

Company had posted that they were gathering points for -- for 

imperishable goods, for canned goods, that sort of thing so they 

could distribute.  It's really not hard to find out  where that need 

is.  It's just to look around and say what can I do , how can I 

give, how can I help, and specifically the main thi ng that we can 

do that a lot of other folks can't do is pray.  And  so let's do 

that right now.  

Father, I just want to lift up this entire area.  L ord, there's 

been wholesale destruction, there's been death, the re's been over a 

hundred people that have died as a result of this s torm, there's 



been terrible, terrible things that have happened, there's been 

widespread loss and destruction of property, panic,  all kinds of 

terrible things that have happened, and yet, Lord, we know that you 

are sovereign, that you are the Lord of the storm, that you had the 

ability and the power to stand up to Sandy and say "stand down," 

and it would have stopped instantly.  And for your reasons, Lord, 

you have allowed this to take place, and we find ou rselves as your 

ambassadors ones who have been sent into this area with a task and 

that is to glorify you by trusting you through thes e things and 

trusting you even in the little things that we have  suffered but 

trusting you to give us the ability to understand h ow to pray, how 

to give, and how to help.  And so I pray, Lord, tha t you would in 

this next coming week or two give us the ability to  ferret out what 

it is individually you have for us to do, and that you would give 

us the ability to do it to your glory.  And I pray this in Jesus' 

name.  Amen.  


