
The Wilderness: Extreme Lessons that Count 
Numbers 11 

Lesson 11: Share the Leadership Load & Give Thanks! 

 (Complaining Can Be a Grave Offense) 
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A. Mapping the Big Picture 

 
1. Theme – The Wilderness: Extreme Lessons that Count  

  
2. Chronological Outline of Numbers  
 

a. Num 1-10 …  20 days …    1446/5 BC 
b. Num 11-25 …   38 Years, 3 Months, 10 Days …  
c. Num 26-36 …  5-6 Months …    1406/5 BC 

 
3. Geographic Outline of Numbers  

 
Law-giving at Sinai  Law-giving at Kadesh  Law-giving on  
(Exod 19:1-Num 10:10)          (13:1-19:22)  the Plains of Moab 
               (22:2-36:13) 
 
  Journey from Sinai Journey from Kadesh 
           to Kadesh   to the Plains of Moab 
         (10:11-12:16)            (20:1-22:1) 
 

4. Some Keys to the Book  
  

a.  “God is not a man, that he should lie,  
 or a son of man, that he should change his mind.  
Has he said, and will he not do it?  
 Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?”  
Num 23:19 (ESV) / Emphasis: God’s faithfulness 
 

b. “And the LORD said to Moses  and Aaron,  
‘Because you did not believe in me,  
 to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel,  
therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land  
 that I have given them.’” 
 Num 20:12 (ESV) / Emphasis: man’s unfaithfulness 
 

 
B. Scouting Out Some Details in Num 11  

  
Numbers 1 –  Delegate -- and Take Stock of God’s Blessing 
Numbers 2 – Place What’s Most Important in the Center – God! 
Numbers 3 – Identify People who Love God’s Holiness as Leaders 
Numbers 4 – Count Capable Men – And Delegate Duties to Them 
Numbers 5 – Keep the Camp Clean  
Numbers 6 – A Vow of Dedication Demands More  
Numbers 7 – Wise Leaders Dedicate Their People & Resources 
Numbers 8 – Give Top Helpers a Bright, Clean Start 
Numbers 9 – Watch the Clock of God’s Commands 
Numbers 10 – Clearly Signal What You’re Doing 
 
1. (11:1-3) Fiery Fury Consumes Complainers 

 
 
 

2. (11:4-9) Many Moan Over the Manna 
  

 
 

3. (11:10-15) Moses Laments His Lead Role 
 
  
 

4. (11:16-30) God Gathers 70 Elders and Food Aplenty 
 

 
  

5. (11:31-35) God Kills the Cravers with Their Mouths Full  
 
  

6. Some Correlation 
 

How God Views Complaining 
a. Eccl 7:10 
b. Php 2:15-16 
c. Jas 5:9 
d. Job 33:13 
e. Deut 5:21   
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Multiple Leadership 
f. Php 1:1 
g. Acts 20:28  
h. 1 Timothy 3 
i. Titus 1 
  

  
 
 

 

 
C. Undertaking Application  

  
1. A Word to the Wise, Who Do Memorize – See a verse to memorize? 

 
   

2. Shiny Imprints & Digging for Gold – List a great truth you noticed. 
 

 
3. Praying to the Lord for Wisdom – Write out a prayer. 

 
  

4. Gearing Up for the Next Adventure (Num 12)   
 
a. Why did Miriam and Aaron speak against Moses? Was their 

complaint legitimate (12:1-3)?  
 
 
  

b. How did God respond to this voiced complaint (12:4-10)?  
 
 
 

c. How did Moses & Aaron respond (12:11-13)?  
 
 
  

d. What did God do (12:14-16)?   
 
 
   

D.  Further Insight   
 
 

 


