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_ The Fourth Sunday of Advent

This is the family Samson was born into, and as we can see it’s a
kind of microcosm of Israel as a whole... This is what the
hopelessness of everything looked like at the personal level. The woman
was “barren,” sterile, childless, and she remained so. Manoah and his
wife wanted to have children and had probably tried for years to fall
pregnant, but they couldn’t. The problem was intractable. So, there was
no future for this family, and they’d given up all hope that there could be.
Just as Israel was helpless and hopeless, so were Manoah and his wife.

But then something happened. -Barry Webb
Order of Worship *=Stand if Able

Chimes & Announcements

Candle Lighting

Prelude:

THE CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 149:1 (ESV)
1 Praise the LORD!
Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the godly!

*Hymn #185 - Hark the Herald Angels Sing
*INVOCATION
STATEMENT OF FAITH: HEIDELBERG DAY #51
Advent Week 4 Love Hymn #183 - Once in Royal David’s City (v.4)
CORPORATE PRAYER &
The LORD’S PRAYER



Special Music — What Child Is This
Setting Up the Nativity

Sermon - When God visits Nazareth - Judges 13:1-24

1 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD,
so the LORD gave them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years.

2 There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name
was Manoah. And his wife was barren and had no children. 3 And the angel of the
LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “Behold, you are barren and have not
borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. 4 Therefore be careful and drink
no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, 5 for behold, you shall conceive and
bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God
from the womb, and he shall begin to save Israel from the hand of the Philistines.” 6
Then the woman came and told her husband, “A man of God came to me, and his
appearance was like the appearance of the angel of God, very awesome. | did not ask
him where he was from, and he did not tell me his name, 7 but he said to me, ‘Behold,
you shall conceive and bear a son. So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat
nothing unclean, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his
death.””

8 Then Manoah prayed to the LORD and said, “O Lord, please let the man of
God whom you sent come again to us and teach us what we are to do with the child
who will be born.” 9 And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel of God
came again to the woman as she sat in the field. But Manoah her husband was not with
her. 10 So the woman ran quickly and told her husband, “Behold, the man who came
to me the other day has appeared to me.” 11 And Manoah arose and went after his wife
and came to the man and said to him, “Are you the man who spoke to this woman?”
And he said, “I am.” 12 And Manoah said, “Now when your words come true, what is to
be the child’s manner of life, and what is his mission?” 13 And the angel of the LORD
said to Manoah, “Of all that | said to the woman let her be careful. 14 She may not eat
of anything that comes from the vine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink, or eat
any unclean thing. All that | commanded her let her observe.”

15 Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “Please let us detain you and
prepare a young goat for you.” 16 And the angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “If you
detain me, | will not eat of your food. But if you prepare a burnt offering, then offer it to
the LORD.” (For Manoah did not know that he was the angel of the LORD.) 17 And
Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “What is your name, so that, when your words
come true, we may honor you?” 18 And the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why do
you ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?” 19 So Manoah took the young goat with the
grain offering, and offered it on the rock to the LORD, to the one who works wonders,
and Manoah and his wife were watching. 20 And when the flame went up toward
heaven from the altar, the angel of the LORD went up in the flame of the altar. Now
Manoah and his wife were watching, and they fell on their faces to the ground.

21 The angel of the LORD appeared no more to Manoah and to his wife.
Then Manoah knew that he was the angel of the LORD. 22 And Manoah said to his
wife, “We shall surely die, for we have seen God.” 23 But his wife said to him, “If the
LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain
offering at our hands, or shown us all these things, or now announced to us such things
as these.” 24 And the woman bore a son and called his name Samson. And the young
man grew, and the LORD blessed him.

OUR PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN
Our CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN
0 God,
the journey through this season
can be exhausting, stressful, & confusing.
At times hope eludes us,
peace is out of the question,
and joy seems impossible.
We confess our need
for your coming, once again.
Open our eyes and ears
so that we might see the glory of the Lord
and hear the voices of angels.
Strengthen our hands and hearts
so that we might share your love,
for the sake of the world you seek to save,
through Jesus Christ.

OUR ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 1 Peter 2:24
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

RESPONSE TO HIS PARDON - Hymn #166
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Wait for the Lord, whose day is near
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take heart!

Wait  for  the Lord: be SR

A FINAL JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD
*Hymn #180 - O Little Town of Bethlehem

*BENEDICTION (a final good word from God)
*CLOSING RESPONSE #170 (Refrain)

My soul proclaims with wonder, the greatness of the Lord
Rejoice in God'’s goodness, my spirit is restored

*CHIMES AND SERVICE OF ACOLYTE
*POSTLUDE -



