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The birth God’s Son was full of unexpected surprises. 

I. God used a pagan emperor to fulfill prophecy. (v. 1-3) 

The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD like channels of water; he turns it wherever he 

wants. (Proverbs 21:1 NET) 

 

 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

    though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me 

    one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 

    from ancient times.” 

He will stand and shepherd his flock 

    in the strength of the LORD, 

    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

    will reach to the ends of the earth. (Micah 5:2, 4) 

 

“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you…I will raise 

up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish the throne of 

his kingdom forever…Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me ; your 

throne will be established forever.’” (2 Samuel 7:11b-16) 

 

For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

    will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

 



But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 

and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. (Luke 1:30-35) 

 

Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to 

public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 

the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with 

us”). 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 

home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. 

(Matthew 1:19-2a) 

 

II. Jesus’ humble entrance into the world foreshadowed the humiliations He would face 

at the end of His earthly life. (v. 6-7) 

III. The angelic announcement of Jesus’ birth would come not to the political or religious 

leaders but instead to lowly shepherds. (v. 8-9) 

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise 

by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose 

the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to 

shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the 

things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. (1 

Corinthians 1:26-29) 

 

I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:32) 

 

I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining everywhere around me… (Acts 26:13) 

 

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of 

the LORD filled the tabernacle. (Exodus 40:34-35) 

 

IV. The angel reassured the shepherds with amazing news of a remarkable birth. (v. 10-

12) 



A. The angel shares very joyful news. 

You make known to me the path of life; 

    you will fill me with joy in your presence, 

    with eternal pleasures at your right hand. (Psalm 16:11) 

 

Those who have been ransomed by the Lord will return. They will enter Jerusalem singing, 

crowned with everlasting joy. Sorrow and mourning will disappear, and they will be filled with 

joy and gladness. (Isaiah 35:10) 

 

B. This good news would be for all kinds of people. (v. 10) 

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are 

all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28) 

 

And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 

because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe 

and language and people and nation. (Revelation 5:9) 

 

…through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, (Genesis 26:4b) 

 

C. The baby is the Savior. (v. 11) 

For the LORD is our judge, 

    the LORD is our lawgiver, 

the LORD is our king; 

    it is he who will save us. (Isaiah 33:22) 

 

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:48) 

 

 …it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:16) 

 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…(Romans 3:23) 

 

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but to save the world through him. (John 3:16-17) 

 

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 

told me everything I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay 

with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his words many more became believers. 

They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have 

heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” (John 4:39-

42) 



And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If 

anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. (1 John 

4:14-15) 

 

He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because 

of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of 

time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has 

destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. (2 Timothy 

1:9-10) 

 

D. The baby is to be the Messiah (anointed One of God). (v. 11b) 

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

    because the LORD has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives 

    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 

to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 

    and the day of vengeance of our God, 

to comfort all who mourn, 

    and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

to bestow on them a crown of beauty 

    instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy 

    instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise 

    instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    a planting of the LORD 

    for the display of his splendor. (Isaiah 61:1-3) 

 

 “I am the Root and the Offspring of David.” (Revelation 22:16) 

E. The baby is to be God clothed in human flesh. (v. 11c) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 

that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind… The Word 

became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 

only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-4, 14) 

 

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 

Lord and Messiah.” (Acts 2:36) 

 



You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace 

through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. (Acts 10:36) 

 

He was shown to be the Son of God when he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 1:4) 

 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(Romans 6:23) 

 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he 

might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— and free those 

who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. (Hebrews 2:14-15) 

 

V. The birth announcement was accompanied by great angelic fanfare. (v. 13-14) 

“What must we do to do the works God requires?” 

Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” (John 6:28-29) 

 

VI. The announcement of the Good News is reason for several responses: 

A. Investigation (v. 15-16) 

B. Proclamation (v. 17-18) 

C.  Reflection. (v. 19) 

D. Worship (v. 20) 

VII. Mary and Joseph were obedient to God’s instructions and named the child Jesus 

(Yeshua meaning Yawheh saves). (v. 21) 

 


