
Rejoice and Shine!
2023.12.24 Morning Sermon in Matthew 5:10–16

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil
against you falsely for My sake. 12Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is
your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be
seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill
cannot be hidden. 15Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven.

Main idea: When believers are pursuing righteousness, through union with 
Christ, and reflection of the Father—and persecution comes to them for it—let 
them be exceedingly glad and just keep shining.

Introduction: When peacemaking fails…
1.Theirs Is the Kingdom of Heaven, v10
     a.Blessed are the righteous (their character) who are persecuted (others’ 

response) on account of it.
     b.Same particular blessedness as v3. How? Union with Christ (cf. v11 and 

“My” sake).
     c.Righteousness that comes from union with Christ. Defined by God and His 

law (cf. v17). Fleshed out and embodied by Christ.
     d.Present tense blessing: exemplifying the values, and abiding by the rules, of 

our new kingdom. The particular response in this verse is not so much a 
threat of a future miserable condition as a reminder (indicative) of the 
believers present, blessed condition.

2.Great Is Your Reward in Heaven, v11–12
     a.Second person: “you... you... you... your...”—progressing from exposition to 

application, from instruction to benediction
     b.What the believer has in Christ, that worldlings and false church members 

lack:
i. Confidence before God. Liberty, zeal, and freedom of life.
ii.Actual obedience to God being worked out in the life. Love of God that is 
   in contradistinction to the superstition and sentimentalism of manmade 
   religion. Love of neighbor that is not according to the neighbor’s 
   definition of love but God’s.

     c.How you can expect to be treated by some:



i. Not to be commended but denounced (reviled).
ii. Not to be treated kindly, or even to be left alone, but actively harassed, 
   hindered, and attacked (persecuted).
iii. Not to be spoken of truthfully but slandered as evil with no regard to 
   actual facts.

     d.From benediction to commandment (imperative!). Christ commands us to 
respond with joy and exceeding gladness.
i.Any other response does not do justice to the greatness of the reward 
   that we have in heaven: God Himself.
ii.Being in the same company as the prophets, here, does not refer as 
   much to suffering the same pain so much as enjoying the same reward. 
   God Himself in Christ Himself.

3.Glorify Your Father in Heaven, v13–16
     a.Back to indicative. Not a command to be salt or to be light. Jesus informs 

them (us, if we are believers) of what they already are.
     b.Don’t shrink from what you are.

i.Avoid the temptation to become “fool’s salt.”
ii. The point of salt, here, is that it is different from earth.
iii.Your flesh will chafe against persecution, but fool’s salt is functionally 
   and essentially no different from dirt, and the verse tells it to expect the 
   same outcome.
iv. Rejoicing over having God Himself in Christ Himself is the key to 
   fortifying against the desire to fit in and not attract persecution.

     c.Don’t shrink from where you are.
i. Jesus Himself had made them like a little city on the hill where He was 
   preaching to them.
ii. The lamp does not place itself. The one who lights it places it.
iii.And He places it to the advantage of His own purposes. Just as the 
   Father loves to glorify the Son, so also the Son loves to glorify the 
   Father, and He has put you where you are to display the glory of your 
   Father in that particular place and way.
iv. This is to be done especially by good character and good works (cf. Eph 
   2:8–10; 1Pet 2:11–12 in the context of v13–20). As a great honor, in 
   dependence upon God (cf. Ac 5:41, cp. 4:21–31). For the glory of the 
   Father (Php 2:14–16).

Conclusion: rejoice and be exceedingly glad over having God Himself, Christ 
Himself. Walk in good works in your home, in your church, in your community—
shine in the place where your Lord has set you to display the character of the 
children of God!



(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware 
of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If there is something 
confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio 
recording via hopewellarp.org) 
matthew chapter 5 verses 10 through 16.


Where we hope by his spirit. To have our portion in the preaching. Today, let us ask him for his 
help.


Our gracious. God and our heavenly father. How we thank you. Who arrange the members of 
the body as you will. Who have given? Not only to all churches to all times. Apostles and 
prophets and evangelists. By which your spirit has given us the scriptures. But also to specific 
churches and Specific times their own pastor teachers.


As you have given us our elders, We pray. Lord that you would come now and receive the 
worship that your people offer through your son. Our lord jesus. Who having risen and 
ascended? Sits at your right hand. And always lives to be the intercession for us. We pray that 
you would help us now by yours spirit and his spirit That you would help the man who 
preaches on earth.


That he would do. So not as a master, but as a servant, Of your word. That indeed, we would 
be able then to heed the warning. Not to refuse. Him who speaks not from earth. Where the 
servant is, but from heaven. Where the master who speaks is. And so help us by your spirit.


Oh lord. Even as you preserve an unshakable kingdom for us. And purify and preserve us. For 
that unshakable kingdom. So, common be glorified. Display yourself. Oh god. Magnify yourself 
in the preaching and hearing preached of your word. And do us get Give us then that grace By 
which we may worship acceptably.


With reverence, and all For you, our consuming fire. Grant that each one then. Would receive 
by the help of your spirit, especially, That portion. Even from within this portion of your word, 
That your spirit has intended for that individual. To. Clarifying, that one's mind. To make take 
root and stir up that one's heart.


And so come minister to each of your children. We pray our album. For, we ask it in jesus 
name. Amen. Amen.


Since we come first to hear the word of god publicly red, let us rise to our feet.


Matthew chapter 5 verses 10 through 16. These are God's words. Blessed are those who are 
persecuted? For righteousness sake. For theirs as the kingdom of heaven. Blessed, are you 
and they revile and persecute you? And say all kinds of evil, against you falsely. For my sake. 
Rejoice and be exceedingly.


Glad For great is your reward in heaven. For, so they persecuted the prophets. Who were 
before you You are. The salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its flavor, How. So let me 
seasoned. It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and Trampled underfoot by men.


You are. The light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden, nor do they light a 
lamp and put it under a basket? But on a lamp stand, And it gives light to all who are in the 
house. Let your light. So shine before men, That they may see your good works.




And glorify your father. In heaven. Amena sends this reading of gods inspired and inherent 
weren't How we rejoice to know from that word that he adds his blessing to the preaching of it. 
Please be seated.


I hope that. Having learned and begun applying. Whether for the first time, or Uh, in an 
oncoming way by Uh the help of the sabbath school class to meditate upon that which we read 
and are private worship and read and hear in our family worship and especially What we read 
and sit under hearing preached in the public worship that.


You went home from verse 9 last week and said, i want to be a piecemaker I want to enjoy the 
peace that i have with god through jesus christ. Our lord I want to be a son not of the fallen 
adam but an offspring of the new Adam of the new creation, even in the midst of the old 
creation.


Taking dominion bringing order and beauty and showing the image of god who has recreated 
me. Renewing me into his image in christ. I want to be a bringer of shalom. Wherever i go, i 
want to be a peacemaker in my home who lives, according to the character and conduct of the 
lord, jesus building my family.


The, the wife for the husband, the parent, or the children that he has assigned to me being 
used by him to build them up, and to christ bringing them into the full enjoyment of their 
reconciliation with god. Peacemaker, and my community. My neighborhood. Being one who 
has always ready to give an answer for the hope that is within me giving myself to all that god 
has appointed me in the knowledge.


And hope that as he saves from among the community and among the nation and among the 
world, whatever part he has assigned to me. Whatever season of life. I'm in. Whatever vocation 
daily calling and work. I have. That has been assigned to me as he brings others to himself.


I want to be a peacemaker. Praise god. Praise God, even if you didn't necessarily go home and 
remember and feel, and think all those things. But if god the holy spirit having just reminded 
you in three minutes of a sermon that took I don't remember how long it was.


Has stirred, those things back up into your heart and mind again. But then we come from 
blessed. Are the peacemakers to Blessed are those who are persecuted? It's almost like one of 
those. Memes that you may have seen. And, you know, if you're not On the internet, much and 
you aren't familiar with what memes are.


Thank your god and bear with the illustration. But, you know, verse 9. How it started to verse 
10. How it's going? Blessed to the peacemakers verse 9. Praise god. Blessed, are you? I'm 
sorry. Blessed are those who are persecuted verse 10. Because peacemakers, Are not always 
responded to. With peace.


This is very important in Romans, chapter 12. When he says as far as it depends on you and he 
doesn't mean that anything actually depends on you. As far as by god's grace, he is signed to 
you in your part where he has put you Live at peace with everyone.


But even as god graciously works in, you a believer to be a peacemaker. Those with whom you 
are making peace, may not wish. For that piece. Many consider peace with gods to be bound 
and chained. Enslaved to having to do what god says and having to live under his Christ as a 
subject.




Oh, horrible words. Subjected his kingdom. And so, The nation's rage kings and people's plot 
and vague. And they're blindness and they're foolishness. Wanting instead to be enslaved to 
their own whims and their own wishes. Subjects of their own sin. The very thing out of which 
Christ's delivers. So the whom he saves Those whom he brings into that wonderful subjection 
to him.


But those who rage against him will also then rage against his people, the more Like him. They 
become. So there is a sense in which verses 10 through 16, then go on to address. What if 
peacemaking fails? What if that future? Blessedness, they shall be called sons of god.


Is in many parts of your present experience. Not a present blessedness. They don't say, oh, 
you're a child of god, you're a copy of jesus. That's so delightful to us. Oh, they may say You're 
such a. Goody goody. Intolerant narrow fanatical. Puritan. Precisionist. Or even as they said an 
antioch, Christians.


The word christian and only appears twice in the bible. And in both places. Uh, it implies that it 
was used at first pejoratively. So what happened, what about when peace making fails? And 
we're not. Enjoying presently part of that. Uh, future. They shall be called sons. Of god that we 
heard so much about last week.


And the answer is to rejoice. Than to shine. To rejoice and to shine. And we'll get that 
especially in the second. And third headings of our sermon today. Rejoice for great is your 
reward in heaven. And let your light shine. Unto the glory of your father. Who is in heaven?


And in each portion, then of this. This passage that holds together from verse 10. And unto 
verse 16, there is one of these in heaven. Uh sayings which is therefore how we are going to 
take our cue from the text. And organize, the way we hear, the way we preach and hear 
preached, this passage and the lord's worship today.


There's is the kingdom of heaven there at the end of verse 10. And then in verse is 11 and 12. 
We see. Great is your reward in heaven. And then in verses 13 through 16. We see the 
conclusion, That they may see your good works and glorify. Your father in heaven.


So first then, There's is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness? Say, Or to reorder the word, so that we can have it in a little bit closer to the 
form of bluster. The poor blessed are those who more and blessed are. The meek blessed are 
those unger plus to the merciful blesser, the pure and heart.


Blessed are the peacemakers and really then in in verse 10 if we focus on that aspect of what 
the lord jesus produces in those who he gives that baptism, that is greater than johns. That 
pouring out of his spirit that gives light to the mind and life to the heart.


So that we believe in him and are joined to him and our transformed The difference that he 
make blessed to the righteous. Bluster, those who are righteous and their character and 
conduct. Because that is that for which they are being persecuted, isn't it in verse 10? Buster 
those who are persecuted for.


Righteousnesses. Plus to those whom. The lord, who is our only and all of our righteousness 
before god, And in whom also, then the character, the righteous character of the lord jesus. Is 
being worked into us and righteous conduct. As being then worked out of us. We are working 
out.


Our own salvation because it has him. It is he who works in Us. To will and to work, according 
to his good pleasure. And yet, as that gets, worked out what as the response in verse 10. The 



response is being persecuted. On account of it. Now what's interesting, here is the one in verse 
10 has this righteous character and righteous conduct not perfectly.


So of course, in this life, but genuinely so, and increasingly so, because the lord jesus does 
make a real difference. And those whom he unites to himself and brings to faith in himself. So 
so in verse 10, We are, we have righteous character and righteous conduct. But the blessing is 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Where have? We heard that blessing before children? I know six weeks time is a long time. And 
the life of a child. Um, so have your if you have your bible open, you can go back in time. Six 
weeks by going up, a dozen or so lines. Blessed to the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.


So how is it that the that the same group is in verse 3 and in verse 10? Because verse 3 is 
those who are spiritually bankrupt. Remember all the way back when we've discovered that we 
haven't, we have nothing good in us. We're spiritually bankrupt. But we found all of the riches 
of all of the goodness and righteousness of god himself in jesus christ alone.


Well how is how are the spiritually bankrupt ones in verse 3? Also the ones now who are, right? 
Just in character and conduct and the world can even see that character in that conduct and is 
responding to it with persecution. We kind of already answered the question, didn't we?


Where was all of the righteousness and all of the goodness? That we discovered. If we are the 
bankrupt ones from verse 3, it's In jesus christ. And so this righteous character and this 
righteous conduct is coming from union with him. We can see that even more if we, Cheat on 
our headings a little bit.


They won't mind headings don't, establish morality. The retreat on our headings a little bit and 
see that righteousness's sake in verse 10 is my jesus's sake. Inverse. 11. And so it's not even 
so much an account of your character and your conduct are different to theirs. And that is That 
is what is chafing them, although that does happen, doesn't it?


I mean, you can just be godly around someone who is ungodly. And think about things like, 
Um, the way her husband and wife talked to one another or the way we parent our children and 
respond to them. And then someone who is ungodly and the husband and wife are relating, 
very differently.


Or the way you are at work. And doing things with diligence and zeal and integrity, you don't 
complain about what you have to do today. You don't gossip about about the boss and you 
don't indulge in In lustful innuendo and that kind of joking. And you're just being a christian and 
everybody else has you're so judgmental.


You didn't open your mouth. About their marriage or their parenting or the way they act at 
work. You can get persecuted just for that. But the great reason for the persecution. Is 
something that they may not even recognize in their own heart. They are resistant and rebelling 
against jesus christ himself.


Against god and his anointed. And it's because not so much even because the way you think 
can feel and speak and act as righteous, But because it's christ. And because it's from him. 
That's what they're rebelling against. That's what they hate. The for righteousness is sake, is 
not because you got to be such A impressive Pharisee in verse 10.


We're about to deal with that in the next section of chapter 5, aren't we? The difference 
between the righteousness of the Pharisee, and the righteousness that has worked out in a 



believer from jesus christ. It's not because you became so far cycle. It's because you've been 
united to christ and christ is being formed in you to use the the spirit inspired language.


Of of the apostle. And so, this is But this is a righteousness that comes from union with christ 
and therefore it is defined by god and his law. Verse 17 and following the lord helping us. We 
finish this week and jump into verse 17 next week. And jesus says he goes on to describe the 
character and the conduct of the christ, united believer, who is a citizen of the kingdom.


Is going to say and actually, You already have a law which tells you what that looks like. I'm not 
changing anything. I'm giving you more understanding, i'm giving you the knowledge of and 
how it happens in a redeemed believer. But jesus isn't, he's not redefining what morality is. 
God's law has always defined morality because god's law has always been the applications in 
our lives of the implications.


Of being made in his image. Of the implications of god's own character. Just one of the 
reasons why his law is so holy to us. Because the law of god is an expression. Not first of what 
he wants us to be like But of what he is like, And how he expects our lives to respond to that.


And so if i righteousness, if the righteousness in verse 10 is, That which comes from union with 
prices defined by god and his law and it's quite literally fleshed out by jesus christ. Because 
jesus now is god and man, he's god in the flesh. Or to put it another way.


The the righteousness in verse 10 is embodied. By jesus christ. And so, we mustn't read this as 
a Blessed are those who are persecuted? For being so obnoxious about the handful of parts of 
god's law that they think they're so much better at than everybody else. That they're constantly 
focusing only on those things and making sure everybody knows about how much better they 
are and worse.


The other person is Conduct yourself like that. And it's not for righteousness sake, and it's not 
for jesus's sake. You're just persecuted because Your obnoxious.


But if you are righteous and the way to find by god's law, You will be persecuted for jesus's 
sake. Especially. The more, those who Among whom God has placed you depart from the 
knowledge of god and jesus christ depart from his law. Many believers today are much more 
persecuted than they were 20 years ago.


And not because they have changed. In their principles, and their morality, and their 
dependence upon Christ, and their union with christ. But simply because god's law is so much 
more openly. Hate it. By those who increasingly call evil good. And therefore good. They call 
evil.


But praise god, this is


Um, together with The beatitude and verse 3, This is a present blessedness, isn't it? You 
remember, we pointed that out and in verse 3 for there's is the kingdom of heaven and yes, the 
present tense of the tobieber there is there. There's is the kingdom of heaven and then You had 
all these future blessednesses.


These future benefits and blessings in verses four through nine. They shall they, shall they? 
Shall they shall Etc. But now we're back to for theirs is The kingdom. In other words, The 
particular response that we find is we're following christ and seeking to walk with him. And you 
get reviled, or Denounced spoken over.




As if your name is a curse word either to your face or about you. And you get persecuted. 
Actively harassed and you're slandered. A speak. Evil of you call. You evil either falsely 
because they're calling good evil or even falsely because the facts don't actually matter to 
them that just hates you.


And as this is happening to you, and you, And you. Are unable to explain it. And without the 
bible, you'd say, Why in the world would this be how they respond to me? About god comes to 
you and he says Don't you see? You're not a subject of their kingdom.


You're not a citizen, you're not their compatriate. You your homeland? Is different now. It's kind 
of, like, You know. Book or film or tv trope? Well, maybe not any more. They blurred the lines 
so much. But when i was growing up, if if there was a russian in anything literature or anything, 
you knew he was the bad guy, Because it was still the cold war.


Well. The Cold War. Of what scripture calls the god of this world. The Cold War of the 
kingdoms of this world, which is, In the book of revelation, the word kingdom there is actually 
singular. The kingdom. Of this world is not so cold. In its war, against the kingdom of christ.


And so when they respond to you this way, you are already blessed. Because it's a symptom of 
it's an evidence of belonging to another kingdom. Praise god. I didn't know that. I was didn't 
have this level of assurance. That i is a member of the heavenly eternal invisible kingdom which 
is not any less real.


For its invisibility. But now, i've been responded to this way. And and God the holy spirit tells 
me tells you and matthew 5 and verse 10, that one of the ways that he blesses to you, the 
response that you get from others, is he uses that response to affirm for you?


That you have the kingdom already. Now, present tense. It's similar to a child of god, who lacks 
assurance. And then, the lord comes. And disciplines him for his sin and he remembers 
hebrews 12. And yes, he grieves over his sin and the consequences in, how he's been able or 
unable to relate with his father in the consequences, in what his sin has produced in his own 
life and in others lives.


But at least this, Is a mercy and a happiness for him. As the lord disciplines him, he says i am A 
true child. Many of, you know i won't tell you all about him and so forth. We do that another 
time. But i've i've a friend in the ministry.


Who was converted? By realizing that he had never been disciplined by god for any of his sin. 
And he thought i am an illegitimate son. And he cried out to god, to save him. And he cried out 
and The next time he was consciously aware of a sin that he had committed.


He was so afflicted in his soul and so many horrible, things happened to him that he was just 
walking on air with gladness. Thank god, had saved him and affirmed to him that he was a true 
son and not a legitimate. Well, there's a similarity isn't there? If he says, blessed are those who 
are persecuted for righteous mistake for theirs is, The kingdom of heaven.


So, you may be threatened. Of their making you miserable. But it's actually a reminder, from 
god. That you are in a blessed condition. Well, then in the second place, there's is the kingdom 
of heaven verse 10. Now, in verse 11 to 12 great, is your Reward in heaven. Did you notice the 
difference in the pronouns?


There's, Is the kingdom of heaven and it's been third person like that all the way from verse 3, 
hasn't it Describing a blessing that belongs to a particular set of people. And when when we 



want to make application to ourselves, we see that. Yes. The lord jesus, by his spirit has The 
gun to produce in me the the particular condition of blessing in verses three through nine.


So that i may lay hold of the particular blessiveness that belongs to those who are in that 
condition. But we have in verses 11 to 12, not there's Or there, but you, you you your Those of 
you who have memorized, your verse for this week, memorized verse 11. And perhaps when 
you're memorizing, i know this one wasn't particularly challenging if you're under 40.


If you're over 40 memorizing, everything is challenging. But perhaps as you memorized it and 
you had those kind of mileposts as you were building that recall up perhaps you noticed those 
you Use the different instances of the word, you Blessed, are you? When they were violent 
persecute you. And say all kinds of evil.


Against you falsely for, This is wonderful. My. Jesus here speaking. Sake. You see he's 
progressed from exposition and verses three through 10 to application in verses 11 and 12. 
Who's telling them about something in verses 3 through 10. And they were to be Uh yeah, 
understanding it in their own context.


But now he very directly Addresses them about themselves. In verses 11 to 12. In other words, 
he's switched now from instruction. To benediction. And then we probably will never use. Uh, 
not even. Today. Uh, versus Verse 11, for instance, as a benediction. At the end of the service 
bluster, you Because they revile and persecute you.


And say all kinds of evil, against you falsely. For the lord jesus to say, But it is a benediction 
here. It is very personal here. Jesus. Um, Is communicating to them. That this is something that 
they personally. Are going to experience.


Now, there are things that They are responding to. Because they have jesus. And those who do 
not have jesus, this is the they who revile in persecute. You, he divides the whole world into 
two groups and jesus always does this, doesn't he? The whole world is divided and divided 
into two groups.


Those who are in and with and, for the lord jesus christ. And those who are outside of from, 
and again, against the lord, jesus christ, The one who said, blessed, are the peacemakers. Also 
said, i have not come to bring peace. But a sword. Because if there's a difference even 
between husband and wife, And between brother and sister, and parents, and children.


If there if there's a difference on the point of jesus christ, Then there is this day and there is this 
you And this blessed are you? When they Revile and persecute you. And so, all kinds of Evil 
against you. Falsely. For my sick. What is it? That the believer has in christ in the for my sake.


That worldlings and especially false. Church members. And that's the primary application here. 
Because you remember the group that are with christ on the mountain. Are the ones who in 
whom the lord, jesus has done. Such a gracious work that they leave that great multitude at 
the bottom of the mountain and who were the multitude at the bottom of them.


It wasn't the world generally. Yeah, it wasn't the the ones who didn't care, anything about using 
the name of jesus or gathering in the name of jesus, or the fame of the name of jesus, or the 
work of the name of jesus. No, the multitude at the bottom of the mountain that they, that that 
the ones to whom jesus first reached this could visually see And could see them.


You remember, the, the ones who came up the mountain did. So, because they saw that, the 
lord jesus had sat down that he had taken the posture that they were accustomed to in this 



synagogues. That said he was about to preach. And so there were those who who saw that 
jesus was about to preach and everything else.


He had done had been an indication to them of who jesus is. So that they had the, the, the 
sort, the same sort of interaction, you remember, when jesus turns to the 12 and he says, are 
you going to depart and peter says, where would we go? You have the words of eternal life.


And so those who are up there on the mountain with him, who came to him, when he sat down 
to preach have. Come because the one who is their life is opening his mouth to breach. But the 
ones who are at the bottom are actually, The the analogy is with church members.


Church members, who. Don't think of. There's a sermon today. And there might be two. It 
might not even be the lord's day. But jesus is going to open his mouth and i'm going to go hear 
him preach. And the other ones who are like, well, we heard a sermon at synagogue.


And this multitude of people who are excited about the name of jesus and the miraculous 
works of jesus Yeah, we're good church members, too.


But there's this there and you here. And one of the things that those who respond Who are like 
jesus. In the first temptation, where He's living by every word that proceeds from his father's 
mouth. And there's this delight in his father's goodness to him that won't even permit. The idea 
that the reason he's hungry is because there's some defect and is being the son of god or 
defect and god's loved to him.


One thing that those who have christ have as confidence before god. This will drive people 
crazy. No, especially drive them, crazy and reformed churches. Brother several weeks ago, 
mentioned in the Sabbath school that he had added an experience in a reformed church. 
Where it seemed like Every get together of believers was all about how miserable we still are 
and how horrible we still are.


And Uh, And yeah. And that was just that was uniquely reformed to them because it was really 
put in the tea in tulip. But they just subtracted, the ul ir imp. All the stuff that's actually about 
the lord himself. His electing, his atoning, his calling, by grace, his preserving us


But those who have christ have a confidence before, god, that is offensive. When others, don't 
they have liberty and zeal and freedom of life. They've been set free from domination of sin and 
the domination of anxiety of the domination of guilt. They have christ.


False church members. Black actual obedience to god being worked out in the life. A love of 
god, that is not about how i feel about him and the things that make me feel that way. But a 
love of god that is about, whom he has made me to be to himself and him to be to me.


And how he says that that's expressed both from him, especially in the cross, most of all. But 
in everything, the fellowship of his spirit, and in his word and in the means of grace and in his 
church. But even in the, the more general provinces of the world, Where suddenly the sun the 
rises, At the command of the one who has united you to himself for salvation.


And also sets at that command and the storm comes in and the waves are as big as mountains 
like in the In the psalm that called us to worship, but jesus commanded them to be that big 
And when jesus commands, they'll be calm again. But it's jesus, who commands it.


And we love him. And we love our neighbor, not the according to our neighbor's definition, 
that's how they want to be loved. Your neighbor does not want to be loved according to what 



jesus says, love is. Your neighbor wants to be loved according to that, which pleases them. 
And praises them.


And that will. That will provoke persecution. And so, you can expect That many. Many, who see 
the way that you love god. Many whom you yourself are loving Will not commend you for it but 
denounce you for it. Blessed, are you when they revile you? They will not treat you kindly back 
or even leave you alone.


But actively harass you and hinder you and attack you. Persecute. You. They will not. Speak of 
you truthfully. But slander you is evil with no regard. To actual facts. Well, he begins with 
benediction. Then verse 11. And he moves on to commandment in verse 12, What are you to 
do?


You are to take the doctrine in verse 10. There's is the kingdom in heaven. And the reality that 
has produced the righteousness in you for which you are being persecuted union with christ for 
my sake and diverse 11, you take that doctrine, you take that reality and your respond to it as 
you are commanded to respond.


Are you righteous in the way that you respond to sexual perversion? Which is approved and 
increasingly demanded to be celebrated in our culture. Are you righteous in the way that you 
respond to the lord and his day and his commands for worship? Which will get you persecuted 
even by the so-called evangelical church.


Are you righteous in all of those other things? Be righteous in this obey the command to rejoice 
obey, the command to be exceedingly. Glad And you say, well, It is hard. It is hard to rejoice 
and to be exceedingly. Glad when i am attacked this way. Well, take your eyes off of where and 
who?


Earth, and they And direct your eyes, direct your attention to where, and who Heaven and him. 
Who is your reward? That challenge. This is the key. To obeying this command to rejoice and 
not just be glad As if that wasn't already. A counterintuitive enough to the flesh rejoice and be 
exceeding glue.


Glad why? And how? Because, great is your reward in heaven. Don't you see whom you have 
the ever blessed god? Who now in the coming of christ has most in fully clear. Declared most 
and most clearly and fully declared himself. Father, son, and holy spirit. So that you have been 
brought into a fellowship that begins in god himself.


And he is your portion, he is your exceedingly great reward like he told to abram. When Abram 
was rejecting the gifts. Of sodom and it's associated. Cities. And now he had offended could 
earlioma in his alliance and he's offended Sodom in their alliance and he has no one on earth.


Everybody hates him. And God appears to him. And god declares to him, that he is his shield 
and he is his exceedingly, great reward. And the lord jesus. Now, on this mountain, with these 
people, and to this congregation today, By his spirit says great is your reward in heaven.


You have god. You have god. The father is your father, you have god. The son as your salvation 
you have union with him that is forever and ever your earthly marriages. If you have one will 
end but your bond to christ as bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh and a member of his, the 
beloved bride is forever and ever, you have god the holy spirit who doesn't just come alongside 
you and so that you you may have fellowship with him but he dwells in you.


Dwells in use to, to such an extent that jesus would say that by the his fellowship with us. And 
in us we're not left as orphans. But the father and the son also by the ministry of the spirit 



come and make their home with us. You have god. Now, this isn't necessarily going to be 
instantaneous for you.


You may have to meditate a little bit. Upon what it means to have a great reward in heaven. 
Now, Until you start thinking about him. Who is the heavenliness of heaven? And you come 
like, asap. And you say i was a beast towards you. I was a beast towards you, but now i can 
see.


I am continually with you. You take me by the hand, you guide me by the count, your council 
afterward, you will receive me into glory, whom have, i and heaven, but you and there is 
nothing else on earth. I desire beside you. That is your great reward in heaven.


Dear christian. And that. Is the means by which you come from. Anxiety and woundedness and 
bitterness and worry. And all of the things that you can suffer under being reviled, or 
persecuted or slandered, And come instead to obey, this wonderful command, isn't it? 
Glorious? This isn't a glorious to have a god and a king who gives such commands rejoice and 
be exceedingly.


Glad It's a very happy command, if you can carry it out. But we have such a god and such a 
king. Who gives not just this wonderful command. But gives himself. To enable you to obey the 
command. Rejoice. And be exceedingly. Glad For great. Is your reward in heaven?


This is the key to understanding. The thing with the prophets, it's not chin up. You get to be 
slaughtered like the profits did. No. It's don't you remember? How great god was. In the site 
experience life of those prophets. That they could not be intimidated or rejected or attacked 
into changing their message because they had god, god spoke to them, god had laid claim on 
their life, god had called them to this.


If they have god. So what if the entire nation was against them? They had god. And yes, they 
got slaughtered. And they still have God. More than they ever did before.


So, we'll take Versus 13 through 16. Next week, although Um, Really versus 13 through 16 are 
an application. And we'll probably take the time. As you meditate upon. The verses 10 through 
12 as you meditate upon the preaching that you've heard and how the spirit has brought his 
word home to you in this time.


I want you to think about. How easy it is? It is for us. When for the sake of being united to 
christ and the sick of living, the way that those who are united to him live, we are persecuted 
how easily we can shrink from shrink back from. The difference that has provoked, that 
persecution.


Or the circumstances in which that persecution has come to us. And lord helping us and 
sparing us to one another. Um, We'll hear. How to respond to. That initial. Reflex of the flesh to 
shrink from those things. And so today, Rejoice. And be exceedingly. Glad For great, as your 
reward in heaven.


And then, let's pray.


We thank you, father. Not only for the Perfect, wisdom of your word. These truths. That 
describe for us a reality. That we ought to see. We will ask you for faith to live by what your 
word says, and Not by what is a parent to our natural mind? But we thank you that it's not just 
true but it's yours.




That it proceeds from your mouth. That indeed with christ himself as your word to us, Who 
preaches your words? To us. That we received this personally from you personally from and in 
him help us then By your spirit, we pray. To lay hold. Not just of these ideas from the heart.


But grant to us by your spirit to lay hold of you from our hearts. That we would rejoice. To have 
your kingdom already. And that we would rejoice and be exceedingly. Glad To have you 
yourself already. In the lord, jesus, by your spirit. Which we ask in jesus name.


Amen.


