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Zechariah 9:9 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy king 
cometh unto thee; he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, even 
upon a colt the foal of an ass (ASV 1901). 

 
 This text is one of the most Messianic and significant passages in the entire Bible. Both Jewish 
and Christian Bible students commonly apply it this way. Judaism sees in it a basis for a royal 
single Messianic appearance, whereas the New Testament and Christianity see a prophecy of the 
triumphal entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem on the Sunday before His crucifixion (Matthew 
21:5; John 12:15). It is only from the whole counsel of God in view (both testaments) that we can 
clearly see this prophecy as pertaining to Christ’s First Advent. The terms Messiah and Christ 
mean the same thing. Messiah is the anglicized Hebrew and Christ is the anglicized Greek. 
 
From Zechariah chapter nine God discussed the calamities of the aggressive conqueror Alexander. 
Now God moves to discuss Himself appearing as a very different conqueror. To be sure Alexander 
was used as a human conqueror to judge and chastise the nations near to Jerusalem who had 
brought much harm to the Jews. At the time of this prophecy in approximately 487 B.C., the Lords 
appearance in Jerusalem proclaimed as Israel’s king was approximately 519 years later (Cir. 32 
AD). While Alexander’s swift and aggressive nature brought some measure of peace to the Jews 
it will not be until the Lord Jesus comes for the second time that there will be true peace on earth. 
The genuine King of Israel has strength, which is not dependent on chariots and horses (Psalm 
20:7). He is the creator and sustainer of the universe. It is salvation that He brings, not only to 
Israel, but also to the goieem “the nations.” 
 
The age of the Gospel of Jesus will mark the beginning of that time through the salvation that His 
death bought for all who believe. But the final fullness if you will, is the Second Advent when 
truly every knee will bow to the glory of God the Father. Moreover, every tongue will confess that 
Jesus the Christ is Lord as Paul and Isaiah have related the message to us. Zechariah 8:20 which 
as a prelude to discussing these events uses the Hebrew phrase of od ashehr, which means, “It will 
come to pass.” 

Philippians 2:11 
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father (KJV). 

Isaiah 45:23 
23 I have sworn by myself, The word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and 
shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, Every tongue shall swear (KJV). 
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During the Gospel time of Messiah’s First Advent, one has the choice of whether or not to accept 
Him. Most will not as the Lord Jesus told us “strait is the gate and narrow is the way which 
Leadeth unto life and few there be that find it” (Matthew 7:14 KJV). At the First Advent He did 
not come as a human conqueror but a Divine Prince of Peace. He did not inspire physical fear and 
dread but uplifting joy. However, at the time that our Messiah King sets up His earthly Kingdom 
all humans will be believers and all will bow the knee and confess with their mouths His kingship. 
He will come back to earth and fight the Campaign of Armageddon as a Divine conqueror 
overturning an entirely corrupt satanic one-world government and establishing a Messianic 
Theocracy where peace and righteousness will be the laws of the world. It is best to recognize His 
sovereignty now and avoid eternal punishment. For even in Hell will those bow the knee and 
confess that Jesus is Lord (Philippians 2:10). 
 
Many Jews until the time of Jesus First Advent did not clearly see the distinction between the First 
and Second Advents of the Messiah. They fixed their attention to the Second Advent and the 
Messianic Kingdom not fully understanding that there would be two advents. Most in Old 
Testament times regarded only one advent for the Messiah to deliver His people the Jews. While 
this verse clearly describes a humble Messianic King, many thought it could refer to Zerubbabel, 
Judas Maccabeus or Nehemiah who was too poor to own a horse hence the use of a burrow. The 
medieval rabbinic authorities have applied this prophecy to the Messiah.  
 
Rabbi Kimhi of the late twelfth century (Cir. 1190 AD) in Spain wrote that he believed that it 
refers to Messiah’s Advent when He would be humble because the whole world will be in His 
power.1 He too did not realize that there would be two advents. Rashi another Medieval Rabbinic 
commentator from France said, “This cannot be explained except of King Messiah, for it is said 
of Him, ‘And His dominion shall be from sea to sea’; but we do not find that such a one ruled over 
Israel in the time of the Second Temple (516 B.C.-70 AD).2” Saadiah Gaon, commenting on the 
words in Daniel 7:13 “Behold, one like the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven,” says, 
“This is the Messiah our righteousness. But is it not written of the Messiah, ‘Lowly, and riding 
upon an ass’? Yes, but this shows that He will come in humility, and not in pride upon horses.”3 It 
was not until He was ascending back to Heaven that it was clearly known there would be two 
advents of the Messiah.  
 
Jesus disciples thought He would initiate the Kingdom at His First Advent. For they asked Him,  
 
Acts 1:6b-7 
 

“Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto 
them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in 
his own power” (KJV).  

 

 
1 Kimchi, Rabbi David, Alexander McCaul Translator, Commentary Upon The Prophecies of Zechariah, 
BiblioBazaar, London, 1887, pg. 88. 
2 https://www.sefaria.org/Rashi_on_Zechariah.9.9?lang=bi 
3 http://www.hadavar.org/critical-issues/messianic-prophecy/the-prophets/zechariah-9-messiah-humble-and-
glorious/rabbinic-support/#fn2 
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This verse clearly identifies the Christ at His First Advent. While many missed the nature and 
prophetic importance some were chosen by Jesus to receive an explanation. He did an Old 
Testament Bible study with some of His disciples (not apostles) on the road to Emmaus after His 
Resurrection. Clearly even with all the prophecies they did not fully understand until He explained 
it to them (Luke 24:13–35). 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF KING JESUS 

Zechariah 9:9a 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy king 
cometh unto thee (ASV 1901). 

This First Advent is heralded with exuberance by the use of words such as “rejoice greatly!” 
“Shout!” and “behold!” The phrase “the daughter of Zion” makes reference to the entire population 
as a place that is personified by a female. It comes from referring to a city or a country 
affectionately as “her.” 

There is joyful animation expressed here as God Himself writes this through Zechariah declaring 
that He is coming to Jerusalem to fulfill all the prophecies regarding His first coming (Genesis 
3:15, 49:10; Isaiah 7:14, 53:3; Deuteronomy 18:15; Daniel 9:26 etc.). Consider this wonderful 
comforting prophecy in light of the fear and trembling that Alexander’s armies gave the area of 
Israel before he met with the High Priest and they read to him his prophecied arrival from the book 
of Daniel. This is THE occasion of immense spiritual significance as the announcement of the 
long-awaited Immanuel, which means God With Us! 

He is given the name of King here in verse nine. When Jesus would perform a miracle or do some 
significant action He would slip away (Luke 4:30-40) so that the people could not declare Him 
Messiah the King (Hebrew Mashiach Nagid) (Daniel 9:25; I Samuel 13:14). In the Daniel 
passage Nagid gets translated as prince. In the I Samuel passage it is translated as king when David 
was crowned. It was only on Sunday before His crucifixion that He allowed the multitudes to 
praise Him as their King. The apostle Matthew affirms this as fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9. 

Matthew 21:4-9 
4Now this is come to pass, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 5Tell ye the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 
Meek, and riding upon an ass, And upon a colt the foal of an ass. 6And the disciples 
went, and did even as Jesus appointed them, 7and brought the ass, and the colt, and 
put on them their garments; and he sat thereon. 8And the most part of the multitude 
spread their garments in the way; and others cut branches from the trees, and spread 
them in the way. 9And the multitudes that went before him, and that followed, cried, 
saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord; Hosanna in the highest (KJV). 

 

 



 4 

THE CHARACTER AND MISSION OF ISRAEL’S KING AND SAVIOR 

Zechariah 9:9b 

He is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, even upon a colt the 
foal of an ass (ASV 1901).  

From this passage we see four features of the Messiah. 
 

1. He is just or righteous 
 

The righteousness of God is one of the most prominent attributes of Himself declared in Scripture. 
It is synonymous with His justice. It is used in the Bible as straight or morally correct. When we 
say that God is just, we are saying that God always does what is right. He does it consistently 
without partiality or prejudice. These two words are the same in both the Old Testament and the 
New Testament. God’s actions are always fair and right. This righteousness is an expression of 
His holiness. He is infinitely pure and always opposed to sin. Since this is His nature, we see that 
He IS just. It is one of His characteristics. It is not a characteristic that He applies to Himself. It is 
His way, His manner and simply the way He is. He consistently acts in accordance with His own 
character. He always does the same thing. He cannot be anything different than the way He is. 
There is no standard of righteousness or justice that can be applied to God as a measurement. He 
IS the standard. The Hebrew word tsaddeq is righteous and is applied to God (Job 10:15, 15:14, 
22:3; 34:17; Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 119:137, 129:4). Consider how Peter and James both 
characterize His consistency. 

Acts 10:34 
34And Peter opened his mouth and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter 
of persons (KJV). 

James 2:1 
1 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 
respect of persons (KJV). 

In other words, His character is consistently applied to all mankind. Jeremiah declares that His 
name shall be called “The Lord Our Righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:5-6). 

2. He Shows Himself a Savior 
 

This characteristic of God and His Messiah is diametrically opposed to Alexander who was a 
conqueror and not a savior. He butchered and slaughtered thousands at Damascus, Tyre and Gaza. 
Then he sold thousands more into slavery. The Hebrew word translated as savior here is nosha. Of 
the various expressive grammar participles forms this is called a nifal. It further is categorized as 
reflexive in that something is shown or done by the object of the action. One might say John shaved 
himself, which is reflexive. In this case it is the Messiah is “showing Himself a Savior.” 
 
Salvation is mentioned in the Bible in two different ways. One is physical salvation as from some 
impending catastrophe. The other means is spiritual salvation which is what is discussed here in 
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Zechariah 9:9 as coming from the Messiah. He saves. This simply means that by the substitutionary 
atonement of His death He provided us the means to be connected to God and “saved” from the 
effects of our sins, which is eternal damnation. Eternal damnation is a permanent separation from 
God since He cannot be in the presence of sin as He is perfectly holy. That is the punishment, 
which a holy and just God must exact from those that do not accept the atonement He has provided. 
All are guilty since Adam and Eve of sin against God. Sin is carried out through our procreation 
to the next generation (Psalm 51:5). This sin needed to be broken so people could be reconnected 
to God. He provided it in Jesus, which was first announced in the Garden of Eden at the point that 
sin came into the world (Genesis 3:15). The Hebrew word for salvation is yeshu’ah given by the 
Lord in Isaiah 51:6. In the New Testament the Greek name of Jesus is based upon the Old 
Testament word for salvation. His name is Iesous, “Savior.” He was the servant who was to bring 
the Lord’s salvation to mankind (Acts 8:26–40). He is Himself that salvation (Luke 3:6; Romans 
11:11) which the apostle Paul proclaims in Romans 10:13. 

 MANY NEW TESTAMENT PASSAGES CONFIRM THIS GREAT MESSIANIC PROPHECY. 

Luke 9:56 
56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them (KJV) 

Romans 6:23 
23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord (KJV). 

Romans 10:9-10 

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved 
(KJV). 

Hebrews 7:25 

Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because 
he always lives to intercede for them (KJV). 

Revelation 22:17 

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever 
is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of 
life (KJV). 

 
3. He is Lowly 

 
 Lowliness is translated here from humble (Psalm 18:27-28; II Samuel 22:28). Jesus came to the 
lowest members of the Jewish society. He did not court the governmental powers to gain access to 
the population. He started out lowly and humble and stayed that way during His First Advent. He 
had not position, title or possessions. He washed the feet of His apostles to demonstrate servant 
hood to them. He was beaten with a Roman scourge, which ripped the flesh from His body. They 
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beat Him about the head and humiliated Him as they mocked Him. Finally, Jesus suffered the 
humiliation of a crucifixion at the hands of ruthless men when they nailed Him naked to the cross. 
The Roman crucifixion was reserved for the worst criminals to humiliate them as a deterrent to 
other criminals so they would not commit crimes against the state. Here was the God of the 
Universe who created it all entering a human body taking on a low state of a man and allowing 
Himself to be humiliated to the point of death on a cross for all mankind. This is what it means to 
be lowly.  

4. He is riding a colt of a donkey 

Human kings after the time of King David (I Kings 10:25-29; II Kings 9:18-19) usually displayed 
their power and glory by riding on a war-horse (compare Esther 6:8; Jeremiah 22:4). Our Messiah 
showed his humility by riding a donkey, the ordinary person’s beast of burden. A colt is a young 
donkey (male in this case) and foal is another term for a young donkey, referring to an even 
younger animal hence the greater display of humility. 

This Messianic passage displays our Lord’s prophecy of the manner in which he would display 
Himself one week prior to His crucifixion for us. 

 

 Next message: GOD CHOOSES ISRAEL 

E-mail: Pentwaterbiblechurch@scofieldinstitute.org   Call: 877-706-2479 



INTERCESSORY PRAYER FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 
 
 
 
PRAYER POINT ONE: Expose and hold accountable those who practice the seven things God 
hates and He says are detestable to Him: According to Proverbs 6:16-17, There are six things the 
LORD hates, seven that are detestable to Him: 1. haughty eyes 2. a lying tongue 3. hands that 
shed innocent blood 4. a heart that devises wicked plans 5. feet that are quick to rush into evil 6. 
a false witness who pours out lies 7. a person who stirs up conflict in the community. Heavenly 
Father, we humbly ask that in the battleground states of Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Georgia, Arizona, and Nevada, please silence every lying tongue and convict the hearts of those 
who devise wicked plans intended to invalidate and nullify the expressed will of the voters. Stop 
those who would be quick to rush into evil. Expose and silence every false witness who utters 
lies and operates in deceit. Thwart the efforts of every person who attempts to stir conflict within 
their community."  
 
PRAYER POINT TWO: Expose all wickedness intended to steal, kill and destroy the electoral 
process in these battleground states. Heavenly Father, we humbly ask that in the battleground 
states of Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, Georgia, Arizona, and Nevada that you "reveal 
deep and hidden things. You know what lies in darkness. Light dwells with You.” (Daniel 2:22) 
Please bring to light and expose every lie, deceit, deception, misrepresentation and illegal act 
intended to “steal, kill and destroy" the electoral process and the expressed will of the citizens 
and these states. (John 10:10).  
 
PRAYER POINT THREE: Frustrate those who seek to steal, kill, and destroy electoral integrity 
and authentic, accurate vote counts in these battleground states. Heavenly Father, please 
“Frustrate the plotting of the shrewd so that their hands cannot perform their enterprise or attain 
success." May no weapon formed intended to steal, kill and destroy the authentic, accurate vote 
count and expressed will of the people in the battleground states of Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Georgia, Arizona, and Nevada be allowed to prosper." (Isaiah 54:17).  
 
PRAYER POINT FOUR:  Frustrate and thwart the plans of those who attempt to sabotage the 
state’s election laws and subvert the expressed will of the people. Heavenly Father, please 
“Capture the wise by their own shrewdness and quickly thwart the advice of the cunning” (Job 
5:12) whose intention is to sabotage and subvert state and federal election law and the expressed 
will of the people in the battleground states of Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, Georgia,  
Arizona, and Nevada. "Hold them guilty O LORD, by their own devices let them fall.” (Psalm 
5:10) 
 
PRAYER POINT FIVE: Psalm 5 for protection and favor for President Trump: Heavenly Father, 
please “Give ear to President Trump’s words, O LORD, consider President Trump’s groaning. 
Heed the sound of his cry for help, His King and His God. For to You does he pray. In the 
morning O LORD, you will hear his voice; in the morning he will order his prayer to you and 
eagerly watch. For you are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; no evil dwells with 
You; You hate all who do iniquity. Destroy those who speak falsehood. You abhor the man of 
bloodshed and deceit. But as for President Trump, by Your abundant lovingkindness, he will 



enter Your house. At your holy temple he will bow in reverence for you. Lord, please lead 
President Trump in Your righteousness because of his foes. Make his way straight before him. 
There is nothing reliable in what they say; their throat is an open grave; they flatter with their 
tongue. Hold them guilty, O God, by their own devices let them fall! In the multitude of their 
transgressions thrust them out for they are rebellious against You. But let President Trump take 
refuge in You and be glad. Let him ever sing for joy. May you shelter him. May he who loves 
Your name exult in You. Bless President Trump, O LORD. Surround him with favor as with a 
shield. Heavenly Father, please give supernatural wisdom, strength and discernment to the 
President and his advisors regarding how to navigate the road ahead. In the Mighty Name of 
Jesus! Amen. 
 
 




