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Joshua 18-19 

Surely the Bitterness of Death is Past? 
 

NKJ Joshua 18:1 Now the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, 

and set up the tabernacle of meeting there. And the land was subdued before them. 

 2 But there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes which had not yet received their 

inheritance. 

 3 Then Joshua said to the children of Israel: "How long will you neglect to go and possess the land 

which the LORD God of your fathers has given you? 

 4 "Pick out from among you three men for each tribe, and I will send them; they shall rise and go 

through the land, survey it according to their inheritance, and come back to me. 

 5 "And they shall divide it into seven parts. Judah shall remain in their territory on the south, and the 

house of Joseph shall remain in their territory on the north. 

 6 "You shall therefore survey the land in seven parts and bring the survey here to me, that I may cast 

lots for you here before the LORD our God. 

 7 "But the Levites have no part among you, for the priesthood of the LORD is their inheritance. And 

Gad, Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance beyond the Jordan on the 

east, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave them." 

 8 Then the men arose to go away; and Joshua charged those who went to survey the land, saying, "Go, 

walk through the land, survey it, and come back to me, that I may cast lots for you here before the 

LORD in Shiloh." 

 9 So the men went, passed through the land, and wrote the survey in a book in seven parts by cities; 

and they came to Joshua at the camp in Shiloh. 

 10 Then Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the LORD, and there Joshua divided the land to the 

children of Israel according to their divisions. 

 11 Now the lot of the tribe of the children of Benjamin came up according to their families, and the 

territory of their lot came out between the children of Judah and the children of Joseph. 

 12 Their border on the north side began at the Jordan, and the border went up to the side of Jericho on 

the north, and went up through the mountains westward; it ended at the Wilderness of Beth Aven. 

 13 The border went over from there toward Luz, to the side of Luz (which is Bethel) southward; and 

the border descended to Ataroth Addar, near the hill that lies on the south side of Lower Beth Horon. 

 14 Then the border extended around the west side to the south, from the hill that lies before Beth 

Horon southward; and it ended at Kirjath Baal (which is Kirjath Jearim), a city of the children of 

Judah. This was the west side. 

 15 The south side began at the end of Kirjath Jearim, and the border extended on the west and went 

out to the spring of the waters of Nephtoah. 

 16 Then the border came down to the end of the mountain that lies before the Valley of the Son of 

Hinnom, which is in the Valley of the Rephaim on the north, descended to the Valley of Hinnom, to 

the side of the Jebusite city on the south, and descended to En Rogel. 

 17 And it went around from the north, went out to En Shemesh, and extended toward Geliloth, which 

is before the Ascent of Adummim, and descended to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben. 

 18 Then it passed along toward the north side of Arabah, and went down to Arabah. 
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 19 And the border passed along to the north side of Beth Hoglah; then the border ended at the north 

bay at the Salt Sea, at the south end of the Jordan. This was the southern boundary. 

 20 The Jordan was its border on the east side. This was the inheritance of the children of Benjamin, 

according to its boundaries all around, according to their families. 

 21 Now the cities of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, according to their families, were Jericho, 

Beth Hoglah, Emek Keziz, 

 22 Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel, 

 23 Avim, Parah, Ophrah, 

 24 Chephar Haammoni, Ophni, and Gaba: twelve cities with their villages; 

 25 Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 

 26 Mizpah, Chephirah, Mozah, 

 27 Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, 

 28 Zelah, Eleph, Jebus (which is Jerusalem), Gibeath, and Kirjath: fourteen cities with their villages. 

This was the inheritance of the children of Benjamin according to their families. 

 

NKJ Joshua 19:1 The second lot came out for Simeon, for the tribe of the children of Simeon 

according to their families. And their inheritance was within the inheritance of the children of Judah. 

 2 They had in their inheritance Beersheba (Sheba), Moladah, 

 3 Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem, 

 4 Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, 

 5 Ziklag, Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susah, 

 6 Beth Lebaoth, and Sharuhen: thirteen cities and their villages; 

 7 Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan: four cities and their villages; 

 8 and all the villages that were all around these cities as far as Baalath Beer, Ramah of the South. This 

was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families. 

 9 The inheritance of the children of Simeon was included in the share of the children of Judah, for the 

share of the children of Judah was too much for them. Therefore the children of Simeon had their 

inheritance within the inheritance of that people. 

 10 The third lot came out for the children of Zebulun according to their families, and the border of 

their inheritance was as far as Sarid. 

 11 Their border went toward the west and to Maralah, went to Dabbasheth, and extended along the 

brook that is east of Jokneam. 

 12 Then from Sarid it went eastward toward the sunrise along the border of Chisloth Tabor, and went 

out toward Daberath, bypassing Japhia. 

 13 And from there it passed along on the east of Gath Hepher, toward Eth Kazin, and extended to 

Rimmon, which borders on Neah. 

 14 Then the border went around it on the north side of Hannathon, and it ended in the Valley of 

Jiphthah El. 

 15 Included were Kattath, Nahallal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem: twelve cities with their villages. 

 16 This was the inheritance of the children of Zebulun according to their families, these cities with 

their villages. 

 17 The fourth lot came out to Issachar, for the children of Issachar according to their families. 

 18 And their territory went to Jezreel, and included Chesulloth, Shunem, 

 19 Haphraim, Shion, Anaharath, 

 20 Rabbith, Kishion, Abez, 

 21 Remeth, En Gannim, En Haddah, and Beth Pazzez. 

 22 And the border reached to Tabor, Shahazimah, and Beth Shemesh; their border ended at the 

Jordan: sixteen cities with their villages. 
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 23 This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Issachar according to their families, the 

cities and their villages. 

 24 The fifth lot came out for the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families. 

 25 And their territory included Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph, 

 26 Alammelech, Amad, and Mishal; it reached to Mount Carmel westward, along the Brook Shihor 

Libnath. 

 27 It turned toward the sunrise to Beth Dagon; and it reached to Zebulun and to the Valley of Jiphthah 

El, then northward beyond Beth Emek and Neiel, bypassing Cabul which was on the left, 

 28 including Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, and Kanah, as far as Greater Sidon. 

 29 And the border turned to Ramah and to the fortified city of Tyre; then the border turned to Hosah, 

and ended at the sea by the region of Achzib. 

 30 Also Ummah, Aphek, and Rehob were included: twenty-two cities with their villages. 

 31 This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families, these cities 

with their villages. 

 32 The sixth lot came out to the children of Naphtali, for the children of Naphtali according to their 

families. 

 33 And their border began at Heleph, enclosing the territory from the terebinth tree in Zaanannim, 

Adami Nekeb, and Jabneel, as far as Lakkum; it ended at the Jordan. 

 34 From Heleph the border extended westward to Aznoth Tabor, and went out from there toward 

Hukkok; it adjoined Zebulun on the south side and Asher on the west side, and ended at Judah by the 

Jordan toward the sunrise. 

 35 And the fortified cities are Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth, 

 36 Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 

 37 Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor, 

 38 Iron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath, and Beth Shemesh: nineteen cities with their villages. 

 39 This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Naphtali according to their families, the 

cities and their villages. 

 40 The seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families. 

 41 And the territory of their inheritance was Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh, 

 42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Jethlah, 

 43 Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 

 44 Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 

 45 Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon, 

 46 Me Jarkon, and Rakkon, with the region near Joppa. 

 47 And the border of the children of Dan went beyond these, because the children of Dan went up to 

fight against Leshem and took it; and they struck it with the edge of the sword, took possession of it, 

and dwelt in it. They called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their father. 

 48 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families, these cities 

with their villages. 

 49 When they had made an end of dividing the land as an inheritance according to their borders, the 

children of Israel gave an inheritance among them to Joshua the son of Nun. 

 50 According to the word of the LORD they gave him the city which he asked for, Timnath Serah in 

the mountains of Ephraim; and he built the city and dwelt in it. 

 51 These were the inheritances which Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the 

fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel divided as an inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the 

LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. So they made an end of dividing the country. 

 

China 1949 – Missionaries forced out with the victory of the communists 
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Christians wondered what would become of the church in such a hostile country 

No one knew until China began to open up again in the 1970s and then by the 1980s it became clear – 

whereas the missionaries had left thousands of believers, now there were millions!  

 

The church in China thrived under persecution. The blood of the Martyrs is the seed of the church.  

 

Acts 8: 3 But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men 

and women, he would put them in prison. 

 4 Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. 
 

The funny thing is the church prospers in hard times, but in times when Christianity becomes 

ascendant in the culture, it becomes fat and lazy. 

 

The people have gathered at Shiloh, the tabernacle of meeting has been erected there, it will stay there 

until the time of the death of Eli. 

 

Psalm 78: 55 He also drove out the nations before them, Allotted them an inheritance by survey, 

And made the tribes of Israel dwell in their tents. 

 56 Yet they tested and provoked the Most High God, And did not keep His testimonies, 

 57 But turned back and acted unfaithfully like their fathers; They were turned aside like a deceitful 

bow. 

 58 For they provoked Him to anger with their high places, And moved Him to jealousy with their 

carved images. 

 59 When God heard this, He was furious, And greatly abhorred Israel, 

 60 So that He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, The tent He had placed among men, 

 61 And delivered His strength into captivity, And His glory into the enemy's hand. 

 62 He also gave His people over to the sword, And was furious with His inheritance. 

 63 The fire consumed their young men, And their maidens were not given in marriage. 

 64 Their priests fell by the sword, And their widows made no lamentation. 

 65 Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, Like a mighty man who shouts because of wine. 

 66 And He beat back His enemies; He put them to a perpetual reproach. 

 67 Moreover He rejected the tent of Joseph, And did not choose the tribe of Ephraim, 

 68 But chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion which He loved. 

 69 And He built His sanctuary like the heights, Like the earth which He has established forever. 
 

Joshua once again rebukes the people 

 

Wordplay 

The land has been subdued – kabash 

Now it needs to be possessed – yarash 

 

Now the division of the land had begun in chapter 14 with story of Caleb 

Ends in chapter 19 with the story of Joshua 

 

Hearkens back to Numbers 13 and the story of 12 spies, the unfaithful falterers vs. the faithful men 

who possessed the land 
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The lesson is obvious, all of the people of God received their allotment, but only these two, Caleb and 

Joshua really shine, because they were faithful to take that which the Lord had given them they were 

not slack, but were obedient, because they trusted that the Lord would give them what he promised. 

 

They were also uncompromising. Words of Agag - 32 Then Samuel said, "Bring Agag king of the 

Amalekites here to me." So Agag came to him cautiously. And Agag said, "Surely the bitterness of 

death is past." 
 

1 Sam. 15:18 "Now the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, 'Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, 

the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.' 
 

But the people compromised. Even when they had the upper-hand! They would not drive them out, 

they began to integrate into the peoples of the territory, and gradually they too became guilty of the 

same abominations until by the time you get to Judges you have most of Israel acting in exactly the 

same manner as the surrounding Canaanites 

 

So much easier. 

 

We bit by bit, compromise. We are currently dealing with “the myth of influence.” 

 

Follow the example of the Joshuas, the Calebs, the Pauls, the Justin Martyrs, the Athanasius’, the 

Augustines, the Jan Huss’s, the Luthers, the Calvins, the Watson’s, the Edward’s, the Witherspoons, 

the Warfields, the Machens. 

 

Enter in to possess. 

 

1 Cor. 15:57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
 


