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When is Confessing Jesus as Lord Not Enough?

Tim Conway
Romans 10:9-10

Introduction:
Well, we’re moving this morning still deeper into Romans Chapter 10. We’ll
read through the first thirteen verses and try to lay a bit of a contextual foundation here
for what we want to look at. Primarily this morning, I am going to be taken up with the
first half of verse 9, and you’ll see as we come into it what that’s all about.
Verse 1, chapter 10, Romans:
“Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them —

That’s the Jews —
is that they may be saved. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal
for God, but not according to knowledge. For, being ignorant of the
righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not
submit to God'’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone who believes. For Moses writes about the
righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the
commandments shall live by them. But the righteousness based on faith

You see his comparison: He is comparing the righteousness based on the law
with righteousness based on faith. Verse 6:

But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart,
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ down) or “Who
will descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).”

Review of last week:

Now, if you weren’t here last week, we looked back at Deuteronomy 30, where
this came from. The interesting thing is: Moses is speaking about the commandment.
He’s speaking about the law. What Paul does is, everywhere Moses speaks about the
commandment, he takes it out and he puts in Christ. What he’s doing is he’s showing us
that the righteousness based on the law speaks “law” — it speaks “commandment.” But
he’s taking Moses’ own words, he’s stripping it of “law” and “commandment”, and he’s
putting “Christ” in. And he’s saying the righteousness based on faith doesn’t speak like
Moses anymore! It speaks — You remember: The law came through Moses. Grace and
truth, they come from Christ. The speech of the righteousness which is by faith, speaks
differently than Moses spoke. So if you wonder what are all these words about the abyss
and about heaven? Well, it’s simply the words that Moses used in Deuteronomy 30, and
Paul uses them to his purposes to apply to Christ. And he’s saying it’s near us. You
don’t have to go to heaven. You don’t have to go into the abyss. It’s right here. And as
verse 8 says:

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your



heart.

Again, Moses was speaking about the law that you had to DO. Paul is tearing that
out of it, and he’s saying, “That’s not what I’m talking about. I’m not talking about a law
you do. I’m talking about a word of faith, a word you believe, that we’re proclaiming!”
Verse 9:

Because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord

That’s what I want to deal with today: Confessing with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord.

And believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth
one confesses and is saved. For Scripture says, “Everyone who believes
in him will not be put to shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all
who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.’

Salvation by Faith: The Gentiles attaining Righteousness

Now, what Paul is explaining here... I know we’ve got some people in here
today, we’ve got some visitors, and maybe you’re not familiar with this concept. I want
to bring you up to speed real fast. There’s a reason that so many gentiles are being saved
and why most Jews are not. This is Paul’s theme that he started back in Romans 9. He’s
answering the question, because as we look we say, “Hey, why are the churches mainly
filled with gentiles when the Jews were God’s people in the Old Testament? Why is
that? How can that be?” Paul doesn’t say, “Well, you’re wrong if you think that’s how it
is.” He says, “No, you’re absolutely right. There aren’t many Jews being saved. Mostly
it’s gentiles that are filling the church” And he says there are reasons for that. In
Romans 9 he says it has to do with the purpose of God according to election. But here, at
the very end, the last four verses in Romans 9, and now all the way through these first 13
verses of Romans 10, he’s leading us to another reason — not election anymore. Now he
wants us to look at something else.

Look, no matter who we’re talking about, whether it’s Jews and Gentiles, you and
me, the guy down the street, it doesn’t matter: There’s always a reason why some are
being saved and others are not. In Romans 9:30, you know what... Gentiles attaining
righteousness, a righteousness that is by faith. You know what? Romans 9:31 shows the
Jews: they were trying to get righteousness another way, not by faith, not by faith in
Christ, but rather by keeping the law. They were determined to be good enough by their
own efforts. They stumbled over the stumbling stone. You see that in verse 32. That
stone 1s Christ.

Look! This is what was happening: the Gentiles, they’re finding some street
preaching guy by the name of Barnabas or Paul or Silas or Timothy... whatever! And
they hear this guy, and Christ is being set forth! He’s being proclaimed to them. They
say, “YES! I want that! We believe that!” And they attained to the one and only
righteousness by which men can be accepted by God. Christ was proclaimed on the other
hand to the Jews: Paul, wherever he went, he’d go into those synagogues. You know



what most of them were saying? “No thanks! We have a law, and we’re going to keep
our law. So the Gentiles attained, by faith, righteousness.

What does it mean to attain righteousness?

So what does that mean? Very quickly... To attain righteousness means this:
The very moment, I mean the exact instant that someone — now catch these two words —
the moment someone TRULY and BIBLICALLY believes in Jesus Christ, that very
moment, their sin is gone. They’re forgiven. They’re washed away. They are declared
100%, absolutely righteous in the sight of God. Now look! Do you know what that
means? That means that if you came in here today, and you know you’re not a Christian,
you’re wicked, you’re vile, you’re full of sin, you’re guilty of more wickedness than you
can even remember... This is what this means: You don’t have to go on this agenda to
start cleaning up your life. You don’t have to come to this church for five years before
you can ever get right with God. What this means is you can believe on the risen Lord
Jesus Christ this very hour, and the moment you do, something absolutely tremendously
wonderful happens. You deserve suffering and death and wrath and hell for your sins,
but the moment you believe in the Lord Jesus, all your sins are washed away that instant
by the blood of Jesus Christ, and then God looks at you as though you have never sinned,
and in fact as though you have only and always kept his law perfectly — not because of a
single bit of law-keeping on your part, not because you tried to clean up your life, not
because you own a Bible, not because you came to this church for five years. You say,
“What do I have to do? Obviously, to become a religious person, to become somebody
right with God, I’ve got to go through all this stuff. I’ve got to start doing good!” That’s
not what the scriptures teach! Perfectly righteous in a moment...

You can be the most ungodly sinister wretch that has ever come through that
door! You can be sitting there with a guilty conscience in all your shame and disgrace,
and in a moment, if you will look to the risen Lord Jesus Christ, in faith, in that moment,
you can attain righteousness! How? By believing the truth God has revealed to us about
His Son. And that’s what I want us to look at today.

What must we believe in order to be saved?

What must we believe in order to be saved? Think on this! This won’t be only
important to us as far as what we proclaim in our gospel message. This will hit home
with us. This has to do with a test of our own professions as well.

You see folks, ... mark this: Christian faith, true faith, true saving Christian faith
has specific content. It matters what we believe. It’s not enough for somebody to simply
say, “Oh yeah, I believe.” You believe what? “I believe there’s a God.” Well that’s
nice. The devils believe that! I mean, where has that got you? True saving faith has
very specific content. We need to ask people: what do you believe? We need to be
concerned about what people believe.

Listen to this. The Bible backs me up on this. We’re going to see this in just a
second. There is no salvation, you cannot be saved, unless you are clear about who Jesus
Christis. The Gentiles were finding salvation for this simple reason: they were clear
about who Christ was. They saw Him to be Lord of all. They believed God had raised
Him from the dead. They saw Him as He was. You can see Paul’s very thinking about



this in verse 9. What does the heart do with Christ? That’s what Paul’s concerned about.
What does your heart do with Him? It believes. What does the mouth do with Christ? It
confesses. That’s what hearts and mouths are for! Hearts believe. Mouths confess what
the heart believes. And the pathway to salvation that opens the door wide to the Gentiles
is that they believed in the heart what is true about Christ and then confessed with the
mouth what the heart believes.

That’s what was happening. Clearly. I mean, you guys just do a quick little study
here and you’ll see Romans 9:30. What happens there? Gentiles attaining to
righteousness. How are they attaining it? By faith. Verse 32, the Jews DID NOT attain
it. Why? What does 32 say? They did not seek it by faith! You get down to verse 33, it
says somebody is not going to be put to shame. Who is it? Believers. You get down to
10:4, and who is it that Christ is the end of the law for? Everyone who believes. You get
down to verse 6, and what is it that is speaking there? A righteousness which is
according to faith. You get down to verse 8, and what is it that Paul’s speaking? Is he
speaking law? Is he speaking things to do? He’s speaking a word of what? Faith! It’s
something that must be believed. It’s all about faith. Unless you believe certain truths
concerning Jesus Christ, you cannot be saved!

What does it mean to believe in Christ?

But listen! Yes, Paul says, “If you believe in Him, you won’t be put to shame.”
Yes, he says that. But to believe in Him, what is that? That’s not some... Do you guys
know what the word “abstract” is? Non-definable, sort of foggy, fuzzy feeling. Look,
faith in Jesus Christ means something. A lot of people say, “Well, I had this feeling.”
No, that’s not what we’re talking about. In I Corinthians 15, Paul is not indistinct,
uncertain, as if it doesn’t really matter, sort of this foggy thing with no real detail, with no
real pinpointed truth to believe. He doesn’t do that at all. He’s very specific. He says
this is the Christ who died. This is the Christ who was buried. This is the Christ who on
the third day was risen. The gospel is about a distinct and a certain Christ. Whoever
believes in this certain Christ labeled in the scriptures is saved. There are fixed
certainties, concrete actual objective realities about Christ that your faith and my faith
must lay hold of. To believe in Christ is to believe very specific, hard facts about Him.
You can’t say you believe in someone unless there is something you expressly believe
about him.

That’s everywhere true. We’ve got people running all over the place who say,
“Yeah, I believe in Jesus.” Ask a Jehovah’s Witness if they believe in Jesus. Well,
certainly they do! Often what people mean by it is no more than they acknowledge that a
guy by the name of Jesus did actually live about two thousand years ago. He’s a true,
historical, real person. Muslims believe that. Mormons believe that. Jehovah’s
Witnesses believe that. All these lost Jews we’re reading about, they believed Jesus was
areal person. They knew it! For the most part, all these folks are willing to admit Jesus
was a true, historical figure. Oh, but let’s begin to define this real, historical Jesus — who
He is — and then you find NONE of these folks are talking about the same Jesus that we
find defined in the pages of scripture! It’s as though by the time Paul gets to Romans
10:9, he says “Enough! Enough about speaking vaguely about believing in Him! Let me
tell you about Him whom you must confess and believe in.” Look there in verse 9:



“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

If you don’t believe this, you will not be saved. You see that? This is a serious
matter! Those last few words ought to catch your attention: “You will be saved.” This is
something that is on the caliber of whether or not you have eternal life. You know what?
Paul doesn’t say, “Well, because you’ve looked at an effeminate picture of a long-haired,
weepy-eyed Jesus on the wall somewhere, and you say, ‘Yeah, I believe that’s a picture
of a real person.”” That’s not what saves you! What saves is seeing Christ in all... What
does Paul say? Seeing Christ in all of His powerful majesty, as the Lord of Glory, ruling,
reigning, sovereign, able and willing to rescue any poor sinner who calls upon Him for
help, having paid for sin, defeated death, busted the grave wide open, now living and
reigning victoriously: THAT is the Christ you must believe in if you would be saved. He
is Lord! He is!

When the Philippian jailer cries out in Acts 16:30, “What must I do to be saved?”
Paul and Silas didn’t say, “Well, pray a little prayer. Accept this long-hair weepy-eyed
Jesus into your heart.” You know what? They spoke these timeless truths: “Believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.” In 11 Corinthians 4:5, Paul says, “For
what we proclaim...” Paul, what are you proclaiming? He’s going to tell us. He won’t
proclaim that we need to go all around the world and show our little Jesus movie. That’s
not what he’s proclaiming. He’s not proclaiming that you’ve got this impotent Jesus at
the door, and He’s knocking, and He’s just helpless and can’t do anything, and He’s
weak, and He’s pathetic, and you better open the door and let Him in, or He can’t do
anything. That’s not what he’s proclaiming. What is he proclaiming? He says it’s not
ourselves. It’s not our own imaginations. It’s not our conjurings. That’s not what we’re
doing. We’re not proclaiming ourselves. We’re not proclaiming our own little message.
We’re not proclaiming our own little deal. He says this: “We proclaim Jesus Christ as
Lord.”

The Apostle John sees the Living Christ!

When John sees the living Christ in Revelation 19, I’ll guarantee you what he saw
shook him to the core, just like what Isaiah saw in Isaiah 6. This was no pushover, no
pathetic weakling. He saw the very embodiment of power and authority and mighty
majesty. Just listen to how John describes what he sees in Revelation 19:11

“Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting
on is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes
war.”

This is the Christ who makes war.

“His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and
he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a
robe dipped in blood.”

His own blood no doubt, or possibly the blood of those He has slaughtered in His
conquest.

“And the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies
of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on
white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike
down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread



the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe
and on his thigh he has a name written”

And there is nothing in this Name that is pathetic or weak:

“King of kings and Lord of lords.’

This is not the dead Christ of the Catholics. This isn’t some lesser prophet of
Islam. This is the Almighty Lord of lords that you must bow your heart to, I must bow
my heart to, if we would be saved. It is at the name of this Jesus that every knee shall
bow. Whether you believe on Him and bow to Him in this life or not, the day is coming
when every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Maybe you don’t bend to Him now. Maybe you’re in rebellion against Him now. Maybe
you hate his people now; you hate his message now; you hate Him now. But I’m telling
you, one day, you will bow to Him.

You may not acknowledge Him as Lord now. You may say, “I’m going to run
my life. I’'m going to rule my life. I’m going to do my thing. I don’t want to be told
what to do!” But in that day you WILL bend the knee to Him, and you WILL know He
is Lord. And when He commands those angels to cast you away, they WILL obey Him.
They obey their Master all the time, and you will go in that lake of fire!

But if you bend the knee now... Oh, you’ll find Him a gracious Master. His
burden is not heavy! He is kind and He is good, but He is Lord. And oh, it’s a fearful
thing to resist Him, but to submit to Him you find Him... Not one of us that have
submitted to Him have ever found Him to be a hard taskmaster. He is the greatest Lord!
It’s as Pilgrim in Pilgrim’s Progress when he was confronted by Apollyon: he actually
liked the service of this Lord! And so do we who have had taste of it.

“Every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.”

Is your faith in the true Christ, or in a false one?

Now listen to me very carefully: If the Jesus that you believe in, or the one you
have a notion of, or the one you heard about and this is your concept of, if that Jesus falls
short of being Lord of all, Lord of Glory, Lord of lords — maybe more importantly, falls
short of being Lord of you — then your faith is in another Jesus, not the true One, and you
cannot be saved. Hear me out on this! This happens far more than many realize! Most
men love to construct in their minds an image of a Jesus that is impotent. Men LOVE to
see Christ as a baby in a manger, but stop right there, no more than that, put the breaks
on. He’s harmless enough there, a little baby, and they don’t have to deal with it. But I
tell you what, you remember something: When those angels came to those shepherds out
in the field, they said, “Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.” Even as a baby, He is THE LORD.

Oh how men love to imagine Christ frail, weak, harmless, pathetic. Men love a
Jesus like this. He’s no threat to them. The problem is, a Jesus like this can’t save! And
the devil is more than happy to give us a Jesus like that. Listen to the Apostle Paul. He
says, “l am afraid.” He says this to the Corinthians, II Corinthians 11:3-4. He says:

“I am afraid that as the serpent [that’s the Devil] deceived Eve by his
cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion
to Christ.”

What does he mean there? Well he gives some explanation:



For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we
proclaimed, ... you put up with it readily”
Folks, not everyone talking about Jesus is talking about the true Jesus. Paul says,

“Hey, the one WE proclaimed to you, THAT’S the true One! Others are coming and
proclaiming one who is not true!” Here’s Paul’s fear: he fears the serpent, the devil. He
fears that, just in the same way as Eve was deceived and led astray to her death, so Paul
fears lest we be led astray by one of the devil’s people coming and proclaiming another
Jesus. Another one, not the true one, but another one. How often the other Jesus is
proclaimed by Satan’s emissaries this way: “Well, He’s a Savior. He doesn’t demand
anything of you than you just believe. Just believe. Just believe. We wouldn’t want to
say that you have to repent, or you have to turn and be like a little child, or you have to
submit. None of that. If we say that, it’s adding works to salvation.” Oh it sounds good,
but it is a deceptive slant on the true gospel. It comes being spoken by the serpent’s
slithery voice. Any time someone comes along and says you can take Christ as Savior
but not as Lord, it is the foul breath of that serpent, guaranteed. Folks, this happens
often! Listen, listen: Jesus knew the deceiver. He knew the tempter well.

Recognizing true faith, the faith that saves

You know what? Let me say this. This seems to come up again, and again, and
again. What does Jesus, as Lord, demand of us? Is it “Just believe”? Is that stated
anywhere? Oh, I know Luther liked to write, “Faith sola!” In fact that’s the way it is in
the German Bible. Are we saved by faith alone? I think, if we know our Bibles well
enough, we’d have to say, “Yes.” Right? Looking out of myself, finding my total help in
Christ is exactly how a sinner, helpless and wretched, is saved. But what the Bible does
over and over and over again is assert that true faith which does save, which is only a
looking and trusting in Christ, it’s always attend by things.

True, saving faith is identifiable. It’s recognizable. I mean, think about it. Paul,
speaking to Titus, said things like this, “They profess to know God.” Okay, so they say
they believe in God. But what do they do? “They deny him by their works.” Isn’t that
interesting, that if somebody says, “I believe in God,” yet at the same time they can deny
Him... What does that mean? That means they’re not trusting Him. They’ve just
denied Him! I mean, Christ says things about, “If you deny men, I will deny you!”
We’re talking, not saved! This isn’t some kind of Christian denial. This is proving that,
whatever they said they had, it’s not true.

Beloved, this is why texts like I John 2:3-4 are everywhere in our Bibles. What
do they say? It says this: “By this we know that we have come to know him.” What
does that mean: know him? It means true faith. “Know Him”.... I realize that’s
relational. But the fact is, you never enter into that relationship, that saving relationship
with God, unless there is true faith. If I say I have true faith, and I say I know Him, and I
say that by that true faith I have come to a real saving knowledge of Him, John says, “I
know... by this we can know, by this we can test our faith: if we keep his
commandments.” Now, that has everything to do with His Lordship. Everything. If we
say we know him, but we’re not keeping these commandments, it says we’re a liar and
his truth is not in us.

Christ is Lord!



Now here’s the thing: Those who are masters, those who are in charge, they give
commandments and they expect them to be followed by the ones who are subordinate to
them. Jesus gives commandments. He says it validates whether you truly know God or
not. Jesus Christ said, “If you love me, you’ll keep my commandments.” It validates
whether your love for Christ is true or not. Now this is the Lord!

I was pressing some guy with this recently, because there was a certain gentleman
who we were both talking about who had lived in masturbation and pornography for the
last thirteen years. And I said, “This guy is in the grips of the power of sin. You have no
right telling him he’s a Christian. You have no business doing that whatsoever.” And the
guy pressing me on the issue said, “Well, what percentage of the time do we have to obey
His commandments?” I said, “Look, you are walking on dangerous ground. I am not
talking perfection here, but when you begin to level this down, what you’re not doing is
taking God’s word for what it says.”

I’11 tell you this, the life of a Christian is radically different. You know what, the
scripture says this, that as a lost person our righteous deeds are as filthy rags. The
scripture says there’s none that does righteous, not one. When we’re lost, it’s not just a
matter of whether we ever sinned or not, sinned occasionally or some of the time. What
the Bible describes is that the lost man sins all the time. What the Bible teaches us is that
when we truly come to Christ, when we come to the Lord, what the Lord does is He
graciously gives us the ability to bow to Christ. That’s what the New Covenant — we
sang it on Wednesday night, were singing the New Covenant what, from Ezekiel 36 — He
says He’s going to write those laws, those commandments on our heart, and He’s going
to cause us to keep them. And John says they’re not grievous! This is the glory of the
gospel! It’s not that we find ourselves moved under this mean, harsh taskmaster. It’s that
suddenly my heart has been opened up! I hunger, I thirst after righteousness. Oh, I don’t
keep it perfect all the time! It grieves me. But you know what, even when I fall and even
when my heart grows callous toward the Lord, and I may shrug off something, He so
kindly and graciously comes back to me over, and over, and over again and breaks me
and makes me resign. Oh, if there’s ever anything that brings peace and joy to a
Christian, it’s when they feel TOTAL resignation to Christ, NO agenda of their own, just
“Lord!” And He alone can bring the sinner to a place where we just joyfully say, “Oh
Lord, we love Your ways! They’re good, they’re righteous, we see! WE want to be lead
by You! We want that. Lord, we hate when we’re self-willed. We HATE it! Lord,
deliver us from such things!”

Recognizing the danger of false christs:

But I tell you what, Satan is right there all the time saying, “No. That’s not, that’s
not part of it...” If there was some psychopathic killer in the room with your child, and
he had a butcher knife in his hand, you’d be terrified, you’d be concerned. But let me tell
you about the greatest psychopathic killer on the face of this earth: it’s the devil. And I'll
tell you what his meat cleaver is: it’s another christ. He butchers men with it. He means
to murder. He means to kill. Christ described this killer in John 8:44. He says this, “He
was a murderer from the beginning.” Who did he murder? Adam and Eve. And how
did he do it? He says, “He has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of
lies.”



Don’t you dare think that when somebody comes through the doors of this church,
or you meet them out there supposedly from another church when we’re doing
evangelism. You cross paths with them, and they’re speaking of a christ who you don’t
have to bow down to and submit to, who basically will save any sinner and then let them
go on and live their life however. Anybody who comes along like that and speaks that
way, you better deal with it as serious, because another Jesus kills. And I’ll tell you
what, Satan, as he prowls about like a roaring lion, he’s seeking somebody to devour.
How does he devour? He does it through deception!

Why do you think that when we think about Islam, about Catholicism, about
Buddhism, Hinduism, the Cult... Why is it that it’s always Christ that’s attacked? For
that very reason! These religions are Satanic deceptions. Christ is Lord. And I’1l tell
you what, what you see these things in false religions, what you see is Christ being
slandered by the devil, and you see the devil murdering the multitudes! If that doesn’t
stir your heart to take the true Christ out... He’s not a subordinate prophet underneath
Mohommad. He is Lord of Lords! He is not dead, pathetic on a crucifix. He is alive and
raised from the dead, and He is Lord of the living and the dead, Lord of all! This is the
Christ we must set forth!

What does “Lord” mean?

Now listen. We need some definition here. “Lord.” What does that mean?
“Kurios” in the Greek. It’s the idea of “master.” It’s the idea of “owner.” It’s the idea
of one to whom other people owe allegiance. It’s the idea that he owns you, and he has
the right to tell you what to do, and when to do it, and how to do it. That’s what “Lord”
is all about. And I’m going to prove that to you in a little bit here from the Scriptures.

Test your faith:

But let me tell you: What Paul is saying, “If you confess...” What’s that all
about? IfI confess? I mean, anybody can say, “Jesus is Lord,” can’t they? I mean,
people do that all the time, do they not? Look, the confession that Paul’s talking about is
a confession that comes forth from the heart: the confession of the mouth coming forth
from a heart that believes what it is confessing. And if you believe Jesus Christ is Lord,
you submit to Him! Remember this from Titus: “By their works they deny Him.” The
way you attest to truly accepting Him is to live based on what you say you believe. If
you tell me you believe something, but you’re not willing to rest yourself on it....As I was
just telling somebody the other day... This is what Craig and I remember from the early
days about the whole wheel barrow bit. I was telling somebody, if there was a line
stretched from the top of that building over there to the top of this building over here, and
I said, “Hey, I can walk that, and I can do it with a wheel barrow in my hands.” And you
can say, “Yeah, [ believe that!” And then I say, “Okay, jump in the wheel barrow. Let’s
go!” And you say, “I’m not going.” You see, you can say you believe something, but if
you’re not willing to rest your life on it, it’s not true. You don’t believe.

Faith can be seen and can be tested by its willingness to trust what it says it
believes in, and act what it says it believes in. If you believe in your heart that Jesus is
Lord and confess that with your lips, you will not then deny that by your works! Did
Christ not say, “Many will say to me in that day,” what? They’re confessing it are they



not? And yet He says what? Who enters the kingdom? “Those who do the will...”
There it is: submission to Lordship. It’s not everybody who confesses Lord, it’s those
who by their life submit to the Lord and confess Lord that are going to be accepted in.
To those same people saying “Lord, Lord,” He says, “Depart from me. I never knew
you. You’re workers of iniquity. You’re not workers who submitted to me. By your
works you denied me. By your works you showed that you were lawless. You didn’t
keep my commandments, which is the very proof that you are not one which really
knows Me. Because if you say you know me and don’t keep my commandments, you’re
a liar, and the truth isn’t in you.” This is what Lordship is all about!

Now look, In Luke 6:46, Christ says this: “Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,” and
do not do what I say?” Do you see what He’s saying? “If you say, ‘Lord,’ if you profess
or confess Me as Lord, but then don’t do the things that I say, why do you say it? It’s a
contradiction!” And if you go to read the following, the next three verses, verses 47-49,
you’ll see that He builds this very case. He says that if you hear my words and do them,
you’re a wise man, and if you hear my word and don’t do it, you’re a fool, and the days
coming when you’re headed towards ruin. Lordship.

What Christ’s Lordship looks like in our own lives:

Let’s just finish up by being real practical here. How does this come out in the
life. Just as I was talking about: membership. You know what? Does Jesus expect you
to keep the Lord’s supper? He does. “As often as you do it, do it in remembrance of
Me... DO IT in remembrance of Me.” There are many reasons just to delight in doing
it! But if we’re dealing with Lordship itself, I look at it and I say, “You know what, the
Lord wants me do this. My Lord not only has the authority to command me, I’ve been
purchased with a price. I’'m a slave of Christ. He not only has the authority, I know this
about my Lord as well: He’s a lot wiser than I am, and He’s a whole lot more GOOD
than I am, and He knows what is for my greatest good a lot more than I do. And
obviously if He tells us we should not miss the Lord’s Supper, there’s a reason! He’s got
some blessing in it for us. It’s meant to strengthen you!”

You remember, or maybe you don’t remember, but let me tell you. There is twice
to the Corinthians where Paul says, “The Lord has given us authority.” He says, “We
don’t exercise it to have dominion over you. We exercise it for your welfare. We
exercise it for your strengthening.” The Lord has the right to designate authority. If the
Lord designates authority to an apostle, or designates it to me as a pastor, and that apostle
who has been designated that authority under inspiration can say, “The Lord designated
His authority. He gave it to us — not so that we can come in here and run rough shot over
you — He did it for your own good.” We get something of the heart of this Lord. He says
His burden is light, His yoke is easy. He’s not a difficult taskmaster. What He wants us
to do, He wants us to do for a certain purpose.

Let me tell you something. In Luke 19, you’ve got these folks. This is most men
He’s describing, out there in the world, and you know what they say? They say, “We will
not have this man to rule over us.” That’s what most men say. Now look, He’s kind to
those who submit to Him, but don’t take that for weakness, because several verses later
when He comes again, He says, “Gather all those enemies before me who would have Me
to reign over them and slaughter them before Me.” He is a fearful Lord, but a GOOD
one.
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So, the only confession of Christ as Lord that is a saving confession is the one
accompanied by a heart that believes it, by a life that shows that the faith is real. You get
young people sometimes that say, “Yes, Jesus is Lord.” They’ll confess that, but is He
Lord of your life when it comes to who you select as a mate in marriage. You get people
who overlook the fact that the guy that they’re interested in is almost definitely lost.
Women obeying their husbands... what a text that is! Women are supposed to obey their
husbands as unto the Lord who has the right, and women come along and they buck
against that. They don’t want to obey their husbands! And before you husbands get on
that kick, you need to remember you’re supposed to love your wives as Christ loves the
church. You have been commanded that by your Savior as well. Again, don’t forsake
the assembling together of yourselves. This is a command of the Lord, and yet people
want to float around. They don’t want to assemble with the church. They don’t want to
come pray with the church. They don’t want to break bread with the church. This is
what has been commanded.

Listen to me! When a person savingly believes in Christ as Lord, suddenly life
becomes an altogether different thing. I may need to offend family not to offend Christ.

I may have to get fired from my job not to offend Christ. I may have to make radical
decisions in my life, to cut things out that I always thought basically defined my life! “I
NEED to do that! You don’t understand, I need to do that!” Oh, wait. The Lord does
not share His throne with anyone. He comes in, and He says in Luke 14:33, “Unless you
forsake all that you have, you cannot be my disciple.” This Lord comes in and says, “I
will be Lord of all.” He is Lord of all, but if you’ll come...

Let me tell you something, too. We don’t make Jesus Lord. God declared that
He made this Christ both Lord and Christ. He made Him. We don’t make Him so. He is
so. I can remember as a new Christian suddenly being confronted. The Lord wants me
to obey the governmental authorities. He wants my taxes paid. He wants me to drive the
speed limit. I remember being confronted by those things. He wants me to only find a
wife who is saved. He wants me not to forsake the assembling together, to be involved
with the church. I see that He is reigning in my life, that no longer do my agendas, my
will, my plans take the day. He’s got plans for me. He comes in and says, “I want it all
forsaken. Lay it down. Resignation.”

There are folks on every hand that will tell you about a Christ who doesn’t
demand everything from you, and I'll tell you why: Because men want to hold onto their
sin and be spared death and wrath and hell. And so in one hand they hold their sin, and in
one hand they want to create a Christ that will take them to heaven without letting go of
all the sin. Christ marches in there an He says, “I’ll save you, but you’ve got to receive
Me as Lord. You’ve got to abandon everything to my Lordship. You must. I’'m calling
you to forsake it all.” When He says, “Follow me,” that’s exactly what He’s calling you
to do. Forsake it all. Whatever agenda you had in life to make money, to be famous, to
be well-educated, whatever it is, He says, “Lay it down.”

That’s not to say as Lord, He may not let you go to school. That’s not to say as
Lord He may not give you a lot of money. I tell you what, one place where men’s can be
tested in this area is money. He comes in and He says, “I want it all.” “But Lord, it’s ten
percent.” “Iwant it all! I am Lord. I am Lord of lords. I am Lord of all. I am Lord of
you. I am Lord of all you have.” “Yeah, but isn’t it ten percent?”” He says, “I want it all,
and I’1l explain to you how I want you to use it.” Again, this isn’t harsh. This isn’t
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tortuous. You know what He’s saying to us? “I want to show you how to use if FOR
YOUR GREATEST ETERNAL BENEFIT!” Men say no. Christ comes in as Lord, and
He says, “Don’t lay up treasure on this earth. “Oh, but I’ve got my retirement, and I’ve
got my deal. Certainly He wouldn’t want that!” Oh, how culturally we can just dismiss
the words of our Lord. He is Lord!

You say, what would He have me do with my money? Take care of you family —
yes. Provide for your needs — absolutely. Provide for those who preach the gospel — you
better believe it. Give it to those who are widows and orphans — absolutely. Does He say
that you’ve got to have this big surplus for a future day? He doesn’t say that. Scriptures
say, “My God shall supply all your need.” You know what folks? This is what it’s all
about: trusting the Lord. I can say, “Okay, Lord, I’'m going to give it all away.” We’ve
seen that as a church! “Okay, Lord, we’re going to give it all away. In fact, Lord, we’re
going to commit to giving more away than we even have, or ever have had! We’re going
to give it away!” And we look to Him, “You’re Lord. The cattle on a thousand hills,
they’re yours. All the money, all the silver and gold, it’s yours.” I mean, He’s Lord! If
He tells us to do it, we’re not going to be losers for doing it! He’s Lord.

Now folks, I want you that visit, I want you that are members of this church to
talk that way. Let’s go back to the Book of Acts. That’s our pattern. That’s our
blueprint. How many times in the Book of Acts do you think they called Christ
“Savior”? Twice. How many times do you think they called Him “Lord”? Ninety-two
times. In the New Testament, Jesus Christ is called “Lord” 747 times. You can
remember that — 747, just like the aircraft. Now, I took that number from MacArthur
who counted them, or at least read somebody who did count them. I knew he said
something about that, so I looked in the back page of The Gospel According to Jesus and
found 92 times. I went through and counted in Acts — I had 91. Then I opened
MacArthur, and he said 92, so I took 92. It may be the translational difference. I don’t
know, but, oh folks... The early church and the Holy Spirit who inspired those early
church writers wanted us to know: The Christ we set forth, the Christ we proclaim to
men, the Christ we must believe on, He is Lord. Amen.

You can download or stream the audio, video or text to this sermon here:
www.sermonaudio.com/go/jesusislord
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