GOD'S EKKL ESIA

. INTRODUCTION:

A. Before looking at passages that are generally tzssdpport a the idea that the word “church” is
something universal, invisible, denominational joval, provincial, or anything other than a
congregation, some foundational truths must bebksted.

1. There is a difference in theeaning of a word, thause of a word, or thetymology of a word.

a.

Etymology is the origin of a word and often some will lodklze Greek word “ekkkia” and
see that it is made up of two Greek words “ek” argenerally means “out of” and “kalé
that means “to call.” Many will conclude from thilsat “ekkEsia” means “to call out” or “to
call out of.”

Meaning is the definition generally given by the lexicoghar as supplied by the dictionary
or lexicon. The general meaning given by StronglierGreek word “eklgsia” is given as
follows: “a calling out, i.e. (concretely) a populaeeting, especially a religious
congregation (Jewish synagogue, or Christian contgnohmembers on earth or saints in
heaven or both):—assembly, churcBword Searcher Bible Program

Useis how a word is used which may or may not edqualetymology or meaning of the
word. The English word “church” is used to designaany different things: Christianity,
Christendom, believers, denomination, all beliewsr®arth, currently all believers/saints on
earth and/or in heaven, the elect, a congregadiegstem of religion, a building, and the list
goes on.

Therefore, when answering the question as to ttening of the English word “church” as

is commonly used for the Greek word “edddla,” it must be clear to the person to whom you
are talking that you and they are on the same padelearly understand what is being said
to arrive at the truth.

2. Definition of terms must be established.

a.

b.

The meaning of the Greek word “e&kia”: According to Thayer, “Properly it meaas
gathering of citizens called out from their hom&® isome public place; an assemtdy;
usedl. among the Greeks from Thucydides (423 B.C.) [erodotus (484-408 B.C.) 3,
142] down, arassembly of the peoptenvened at the public place of council for theppge
of deliberating, Acts 19:32. in the Sept. often equiv. to qahtde assembly of the
Israelites Judg. 21:8; | Chron. 29:1, etc., esp. when gathér sacred purposed, Deut.
31:30; Josh. 8:35; etc.; in the N. T. thus in A&B3; Heb. 2:123. any gatheringor throng

of men assembled by chance or tumultugustys 19:32, 414. in the Christian sense ...."

The meaning of the English word “church”:

(1) I have supplied from three English dictionarieshow that the English word “church”
was derived from the Greek word “kuriakon,” whianwes from “kyrios” for Lord and
“oikos” for house.

(2) Webster in his 1828 dictionary gives nine differer@anings to the English word
“church,” but the first definition is as followsA‘house consecrated to the worship of
God, among Christians; the Lords house. This se¢ets the original meaning of the
word. The Greek, to call out or call together, der@n assembly or collection. But,
Lord, a term applied by the early Christians taudeShrist; and the house in which they
worshipped was named from the title. So church gpbdna ecclesiastica; the Lords
day, dies dominica.Sword Searcher

(3) Church, n. [Grkuriakh, orkuriakor kurij, lord; A.S.circe, orcyrice Dut. kerk Ger.
kirche Sw.kyrka Dan.kirke; Scotchkirk. This word appears to have been originally
derived from the Greek, through the Anglo-Saxore Goths on the Lower Danube, as
stated by Dr. Trench, were first converted to Glasty by Greek missionaries from
Constantinople, who imparted to them the wkwmdakh or kuriakon church and the
Goths lent the word to other German tribes, ineigdhe Anglo-Saxons. “The passage,
says Dr. Trench, “most illustrative of the pareetadithe word is from Walafrid Strabo
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(about 840), who writes thus: ‘Ab ipsis autem Gis#grch ... Kyrios- et alia multa
accepimus. Sicut domus Dei Basilica, i.e. Regia egdR sic etiam Kyrica, i.e.
Dominica ... Domino nuncupatur.™] — From Joseph Eondhester'?\ Dictionary of the
English Languagel864, p. 241.

(4) Church, n. [MEchirche cherche A.S. circe, cyrce Late Gr.kyriakon a church, from
Gr. kyriake (supplydoma house), the Lord's house, frdayriakos belonging to the
Lord or Masterkyrios, lord, masterkyros supreme power, authority.] — Froebster's
New Twentieth Century Dictionary of the English ¢gamge Unabridged-Second
Edition, 1970, p. 324.

3. Why the Greek word “ekkkia” was not translated and the English word “chtureas used:

a. King James would not allow some words to be traedlaNoteRules 3 and 4vhich were
given to the translators. “The third rule requitég old ecclesiastical words to be kept,’
such as ‘church’ instead of ‘congregation.’ Therfbuule prescribes, that where a word has
different meanings, that is to be preferred whiak the general sanction of the most ancient
Fathers, regard being had to ‘the propriety offlaee, and the analogy of faith.”
Translators RevivedAlexander McClure, p. 67. (This why the Greek avtlvaptin” was
anglicized to “baptize” instead of being translatedmerse” or “dip.”)

b. William Tyndal properly translated “elddia,” in his New Testament. He translated it
congregationin every place. Tyndal’s translation of the NevwstBenent was used heavily by
the 1611 translators but King James | would naivalhem to follow Tyndal with reference
to this word. King James I, though a member ofGharch of England, was a Roman
Catholic at heart.

B. Summary of the Greek word “ekidia” as found in the New Testament:

1. The translators were not allowed to translate ‘@kkl’ by order from King James I.

2. The English worahurchoriginated from the Greek word “kuriakon,” (frorkytios” for Lord
and “otkos” for house) which meati®e Lord’sor the house of the Lord

3. The lexicons give the meaning of “e&kia” asassembly

4. “Ekklesia” had the meaning assemblas far back as the time of Thucydides (423 BICthe
word always meant the same prior to New Testammeist where did it change in meaning in
the New Testament? Jesus did not indicate that&fetalking about anything different when He
first used it in Matthew 16:18 and all other tinhés used it without question He was talking
about an assembly or assemblies.

5. ltis found 115 times in the Greek New Testameutiarevery place but three the translators
supplied the English word “church.” The three exumys are in Acts 19:32, 39, 40 and is
translated properly as “assembly.”

6. Out of the 17 books in the N. T. where “addg” (church is found, without question 10 always
use the word to signify a local congregation orgregations.

7. Out of the 22 times the Lord used “eddila,” without question, 21 times it means a local
congregation or congregations.

8. John always used it as a local congregation(s).

9. James always used it as equating a local congoegati

10. Luke always used it depicting a local congregatipnongregations.

11. Out of the 62 times listed under Paul's usage,auttyuestion, 46 times it denotes a local
congregation(s) [really it is 51 times without glis].

12. Only one of the two times in Hebrews is it questidn

13. Therefore, out of the 115 times “ek&la” is used in the N. T., at most only 17 times itde
guestioned as to what it means. (In fact, | beliéve number is smaller than 17.)

C. ltis essential (I believe) that a study of the okthe word “body” and its connection to the
congregation of God or the “elddia” of Christ be considered. For more informatiegarding the
use of the word “body” regarding the “e&kla” or “church,” see my larger outline regardifighée
Church.”
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1. The word that is translatdémbdyis the Greek word &na.” It is found 146 times in the N. T.,
and it is used in connection with the church 34e8nThe other 112 times it refers to the human
body.

2. There is another word translateddywhich refers to the church. It is found only 1 &iin the
N. T. — Eph. 3:6. It is “syssnos” and it is translateaf the same body

3. By studying the 35 times the wobthdyis used in conjunction with the woetiurch it is seen
that the wordodycannot be used to describe something invisibleeusal, provincial,
national, etc., but only something visible and loca

4. It needs to be established what is meant by Cheisig the head of the “church” or
congregation.

a. Itis commonly presented (depending on what is mgfithe church”) that the believers
are “the body” with Christ being the “head” of thmudy.

(1) If this is the case, then “the body” is incompleezause it does not have an attached
head: remember that it is claimed that “the chuistihe body; Christ is the head.

(2) If the objection is raised that Christ is attach®tthe body” then He is not a separate
head, He simply a part of “the body.”

b. However, when studying this subject (particulany Corinthians 12 and in connection with
Ephesians 5) we find that the congregation is ‘@yb¢ Corinthians 12:27) with all its
members, including “a head,” if you will.

(1) Since the body is complete then Christ is the loédldat body like the husband is the
head over the wife, cf. Ephesians 5:23.

(2) By this we see that the wife has a complete bodgdtand all other members or parts of
the body) and so is the husband.

(3) However, the husband (a separate body) is headloeevife (a separate body). So
likewise is Christ head over the congregation.

(4) Therefore, Christ is the head of each congregatidyody. Just as Christ was he the
head of the congregatioa pody&a congregation, cf. 12:27) at Corinth, so likewise i
Christ the head of each individual congregatioris Tilust be kept in mind when giving
the truth of such passages in Ephesians (espethalljfth chapter) and the first chapter
of Colossians.

(5) Just as Christ is the head over each congregdtmis equally the head of each
believer, Galatians 2:20.

II. THE QUESTIONABLE VERSES:
A. Matthew 16:18:

1. As previously stated, out of the 22 times (23 tinfig®u identify Rev. 1:4 with Him instead of
John) the Lord used “elddia,” without question, 21 (22) times it meansal@ongregation or
congregations. Why should this Greek word mean sungedifferent in Matthew 16:18? Why
define it differently from the other 21 or 22 tin?eSor better understanding, we may say that this
is a generic “use” of the word.

2. Since “ekkésia” had the meaning and was used to refer tosemddy or a congregation as far
back as 423 B.C., why did the meaning change wheistised it to describe His organization
established to perform His kingdom work on eartthimlast days of history?

B. Acts 20:28:

1. “Ekklesia” is used in Acts twenty-four times and twentedimes it is given the English word
“church” and three times “assembly.”

2. Since all other verses it is used to designatengregation or assembly, why should it mean
something different in this verse?

3. The context of Acts 20:17-38 concerns elders drdps from the congregation at Ephesus and
Paul charges those ministers to feed the congmgéite., at Ephesus) over which the Holy
Spirit appointed, ordained, or made them overseers.

4. When Paul said that the congregation at Ephesupwabased by God with His own blood, He
was not excluding other congregations nor was Hbuding that the creation or earth would
benefit from the redemptive work of Christ, cf. Rams 8:19-23. Likewise as implied earlier,
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when Paul said that Christ loved him and gave Hifhfisehim he (Paul) was not saying that
Christ only died for him and not others.

C. As a side-note: Paul wrote Romans to several cgagins in Rome (see the sixteenth chapter) and
for this reason it was addressed “to all that bReme, beloved of God, calléd besaints,” and not
as he addressed his letters to other congregatibrisCor. 1:2; Il Cor. 1:1; Gal. 1:2; | Thess11li
Thess. 1:1; etc.

D. | Corinthians:

1.

“Ekklesia” is used twenty-two times in | Corinthians amdly three times could it be questioned
as to it meaning anything other than a congregatian assembly. Why should these three
times mean something other than the other ningbews it is a congregation or congregations
without question?

2. | Corinthians 10:32, “Give none offence, neithethte Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the
church of God.”

3. | Corinthians 12:28, “And God hath set some in¢herch, first apostles, secondarily prophets,
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then giftbealings, helps, governments, diversities of
tongues.”

a. Cf.12:27: “Now ye are the body of Christ, and menshin particular.” Literally, it should
read “a body of Christ” andot “the body of Christ.”

b. The gifts are exercised or used in a congregatidncannot be used in something invisible,
etc.

4. | Corinthians 15:9: “For | am the least of the dfess that am not meet to be called an apostle,
because | persecuted the church of God.”

a. This passage like other verses where Paul talkstgdsssecuting “the church of God” must
refer to congregations because he could not paesaaything mystical, invisible, universal,
etc.

b. Paul always persecuted congregations. Cf. Acts38(at Jerusalem); Galatians 1:13;
Philippians 3:6.

c. Also, “ekklesia” is found nine times in 1l Corinthians and aywaefers to an assembly or
assemblies. Why should we suppose God in His iedpatters to this assembly would have
us to believe He meant something different in tipl@ees from the other twenty-eight
times?

E. Ephesians:

1. Those who seek to believe that the Greek word &skitt denotes something universal,
invisible, etc. or something other than a congriegatften go immediately to the epistle of
Ephesians (along with Colossians) to support thesition. While Colossians is equally divided
(two and two) in the four times “elddia” is found in it, generally all nine verses iphesians
are considered to be something other than a coatyjpedoy the universal, invisible believers.

a. lItis strange that reading through the New Testdraed of the sixty-four times we find the
English word “church” found where the Greek worékiesia” is given and only four or five
times can it be questioned that it described angtbther than a congregation, that all of a
sudden in the book of Ephesians it means somedrmiticely different. (Acts 19:37 does not
apply because the Greek word there is “hierésydosl’ means “a temple-despoilegiword
Searcher)

b. Unless someone is trying to support a preconceoesl or view of what a “church” is, he
would never think that God is directing the reaebnelieve something different regarding
the use of the Greek word “ekkia” or the English word “church.”

c. That there was a congregation in Ephesus canngaéstioned and it was to that
congregation that this epistle is directed, cf.sA20:17, 28.

2. Ephesians 1:22-23, “And hath put tiingsunder his feet, and gave htmbethe head over all

thingsto the church, Which is his body, the fulnessiof that filleth all in all.”

a. To understand the use of the English word “chuinh/erse twenty-two, we must also
consider the wordody.

b. The wordbodyis found in Ephesians 10 times. In Eph. 5:28fiérs to the human body.
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While studying these verses, as previously stditednindful that Paul wrote to a
congregation in the city of Ephesus. This is theesaongregation which Paul said was
purchased with the blood of God or Jesus Chrigicits 20:28.

Acts 20:28 does not eliminate other congregatiBasl was only asserting a fact about this

church at Ephesus. Likewise, in this epistle Paag wot excluding other assemblies, he was

simply talking about or describing the congregatbiphesus.

Paul, by the inspiration of God, was declaringithportance of the congregation to the Lord

and God'’s ruling over all things to the benefitlod congregation of God.

Deuteronomy 32:7-9 declares that God ruled ovewitrdd (“all things” of Ephesians 1:22)

for the benefit of His people Israel.

(1) Israel was where God manifested Himself in the Tdtament.

(2) Israel was the place where God established Higguwilarship in the Old Testament.

(3) Likewise, today under the New Testament economy] @tes over all things for the
benefit of where public worship is to be found. Cfimothy 3:15, “ ... the house of
God, which is the church of the living God, thdariland ground of the truth.”

In summation:

(1) The word for “church” (ekKsia) is an assembly or congregation.

(2) The “church” or (ekldsia) is a body, cf. | Corinthians 12:27 (litbody of Christ).

(3) A body of any sort is always local or tangible axad universal or invisible.

(4) Why should the meaning of “elddia” and/orbodychange in meaning here? If
“ekklesia” always means the same prior to Ephesianssivbyld the meaning change
in this book? Likewise, if “ekidsia” always meant congregation prior to New Testame
times, why should we believe the meaning changezhwhe New Testament was
written?

(5) The church or the congregation is not the fullnaghat it (the church) is universal. The
fullness of Christ that is found in the congregaii® derived from it (the congregation)
being the “habitation of God through the Spirigph. 2:22). This does not mean that
the fullness of God is not manifested elsewhelig;stmply saying that the fullness of
Godis manifested in the congregation of the Lord, thedeoof God.

(6) For emphasis: the fullness of Christ is found is body, the congregation.

(7) By way of importance: any individual who degradesjermines, belittles, or disdains
the congregation of God degrades, etc., the fulleé€hrist. Any person who does not
desire to assemble with the local congregatior) ead every time it meets, does not
desire to know the fullness of Christ, nor go whibia fullness is expressed or
manifested.

Ephesians 3:10, 21, “To the intent that now unéoghincipalities and powers in heaveplgces
might be known by the church the manifold wisdonGod,” and “Unto hinbe glory in the
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, woildout end. Amen.”

a.
b.

These verses are reiterating the same truth as giMephesians 1:22-23.

Verse ten tells us that the heavenly hosts attemavorship of God in the congregation. See
also | Corinthians 11:10.

Verse twenty-one continues to teach us that they gibGod is to be found in the “elddia.”
This “ekklesia” is the congregation, the house of God, tHarpéind ground of the truth now
and, ultimately, it will be in the congregationaif the saints in glory. | Corinthians 11:26
teaches us that the “ekkia” will be on earth observing the Lord’s SuppikChrist returns.
The Lord’s Supper is not practiced universally sy, mystically, etc. It is to be done in
the congregation of the Lord.

Ephesians 5:23-32:

a.

Given the meaning and use of the Greek word ‘&#l' in the New Testament up to this
point and as it is used in this epistle thus fdry whould we believe that God would have us
to think He means something different in thesea&?3Ne should always interpret unique
passages in light of the clear and obvious meaaiguse of the entire Bible or the
individual book.
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b. Also, we are to bear in mind that when a doctrinddtermined within the Scriptures that we
are to define it by the clear teaching that is fbtlhee Word of God. Therefore, regarding the
majority of verses that used the Greek word “eidd” it is used without question to
designate a congregation or congregations.

c. Asis commonly known, the first three chapters ph&sians are essentially doctrinal and the
last three chapters are basically devoted to maaodliness or as some would say, duty.

d. One of the major themes in the last three chapamsity within the body or congregation.
(1) The fourth chapter begins with this theme: v. &€ the unity of the Spirit”; vs. 4-6,

“one body”; “one Spirit”; “one hope of your callifig'one Lord”; “one faith”; “one
baptism”; and “one God.”

(2) Note this is spoken to a congregation antlito believers in general and definitely not to
saints who have already died and are with the roglory.

(3) Gifts were given to the congregation for unity: ityrof the faith,” for the “whole body”
that is “joined together and compacted” edifieslfts/v. 8-16.

(4) In chapter five, the saints at Ephesus are tokpé&ak to themselves in “psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs.” This is done in a ceggtion and not in some invisible,
universal idea or concept.

e. Ephesians 5:21-6:9 is prefaced with the idea ofrssion: husband and wife relationship;
parent and children; servants and masters. Thereferses 23-32 are to be interpreted in
light of this overall context.

f.  When studying verses 23-32, the overall idea isdhthe husband/wife relationship as
defined by the Lord and living in that setting fa@ace and unity. This begins with the wife
being submissive to her husband as the congregatsubmissive to the instructions of
Christ.

(1) Obviously, this does not cover every situatiorifim because if the husband seeks to get
the wife to submit to him in sin she must obey Gacts 5:29.

(2) This is submission is that under the Lord, v. 21.

(3) The husband is to be submissive to the Lord ane lis wife as Christ love and gave
Himself for the believers in the congregation ah&gus. Obviously, the Lord is not
saying that He does not love other believers ogeegations. He is simply stating the
fact of His death for Ephesus.

(a) The Lord had an individual message for each coragimyas recorded in chapters
two and three in the book of Revelation.

(b) However, each congregation was to take heed tm#ssage the Spirit had for all
the congregations: “hear what the Spirit saith uh&“churches” or congregations.

(c) Likewise, the message given to the congregati@phesus in this epistle applies to
other congregations, cf. Colossians 4:16.

(4) In Acts 20:28, Paul told the elders/bishops of faime congregation that Christ died for
this congregation. In saying this he was not exalydther congregations—he was only
stating the truth for this assembly.

F. Colossians:

1. Colossians 1:18, 24: to avoid repeating what has lstated before, the truths previously
presented (especially with reference to Ephesaresapplicable for the meaning of “eb&ia”
or the word “church” as mentioned in these verses.

2. Colossians 4:15, 16, without question is refertmg congregation.

G. Hebrews 12:22-23, The general assembly and chdrtie dirstborn:

1. Adifficult passage, but the obscure must be imttgal in light of the clear.

2. We have seen that “elddia” according to definition and usage, meassembhor
congregation Why should it be different here? (Cf. Heb. 2:TBe only time it is recorded
where Christ sang was the night He instituted thiells supper with those He was assembled,
Mt. 26:30.)

3. When studying the worldodywe find that thdodyof Christ isone(one in kind), and that it is a
local congregation.
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Some maintain that Heb. 12:22-23 refers to the ipri& each congregation.

a. Angels attend the worship in each congregatiorgrl €1:10; Eph. 3:10.

b. On the surface, this appears to be a valid inteapos.

A closer study (I believe) seems to indicate that is referring to when all the redeemed are

congregated together in glory.

a. General assembly paregyris—a festal gathering of the whole people to celebpathlic
games or other solemnities; a public festal assgrmbrlhayer.

(1) Frompas+ ageis.

(a) Pas all, the whole, entire, etc.
(b) Ageil, to bring together, to gather together, to putdkitogether, etc.

(2) Quoting Trench: Theanhgurijis different from “ekkésia” in that “ekkésia” denoted an
assembly coming together for the transaction oinmss. Theanhgurijon the other
hand, was a solemn assembly for purposes of fegtating; and on this account it is
found joined continually witeorth[heorg], (See footnote 2 at the end of the
document.) as by Phil®/it. Mos ii. 7; Ezek. xlvi. 11; cf. Hos. ii. 11; ix. 5; drisai. Ixvi.
10, whergpanhgurizein= eortazein the word having given us ‘panegyric,” which is
properly a set discourse pronounced at one of these festal gatherings. Business
might grow out of the fact that such multitudes evassembled, since many, and for
various reasons, would be glad to avail themsed¥éise gathering; but only in the same
way as a ‘fair’ grew out of a ‘feria,” a ‘holidayut of a ‘holy-day.’ ... Keeping this
festal character of thganhgurijin mind, we shall find a peculiar fitness in therd/s
employment at Heb. xii. 23, where only in the NitTaccurs. The Apostle is there
setting forth the communion of the Church militantearth with the Church triumphant
in heaven, — of the Church toiling and sufferingehwith that Church from which all
weariness and toil have for ever passed away (&&w); and how could he better
describe this last than apanhgurij than as the glad and festal assembly of heaven?
Trench'sSynonymspp. 6-7.

(3) See B. H. Carroll's little book entitlddCCLESIA pp. 44-46, for more information. It is
Appendix E in my full outline on this subject.

b. What aboute are comén verse 227?

(1) Prosérchomafperfect active indicative).

(2) From Dana and Mantey: As used at that time, thiegietense denoted complete action.
“Its basal significance is the progress of an adtate to a point of culmination and the
existence of its finished results. That is, it vieaiction as a finished product.
Gildersleeve significantly remarks that it “looksbath ends of the action” ... . It implies
a process, but views that process as having reaisheshsummation and existing in a
finished state. The point of completion is alwaggeaedent to the time implied or stated
in connection with the use of the perfect. ...Ha indicative” (and it is so used in this
passage) “the perfect signifies action as comifeta the point of view of present time.
Its exact meaning is often difficult to render, &dase of a blending of the sense with the
English simple past.” After giving more explanagpDana and Mantey state, “The
significance of the perfect tense in presentingads having reached its termination
and existing in its finished results lies at theibaf its uses.A Manual Grammar of the
Greek New Testameby H. E. Dana and Julius R. Mantey, pp. 200-201.

In short, the writer of Hebrews is standing in pesent and viewing the future as
having come to its culmination or completion. Tisisvhat some refer to as the “glory
church” or the assembly of the whole family of Godjlory. However, this is still a
congregation or assembly.

This idea is not foreign to the Scriptures. Anotlveample, though the verb tense is
not the same in the Greek language, is Romansvéhaée it is stated that the redeemed
are “glorified.” Obviously, this will be materiakzl in the future, but Paul was writing
(by divine inspiration) as if it was already contplé Other like examples could be
given.
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c. From the context of the book of Hebrews this appéabe the interpretation.
(1) The theme of HebrewsBetterandChrist superior to the Old Testament
(2) Review chapters 1-7. Chapter 8:1, the summation.
(a) 8:1, in the heavens (cf. 8:6ff.).
(b) 9:11-12, a greater and more perfect tabernacle ...
(c) 9:22-28, v. 24, heaven itself.
v. 28, the second time.
(d) 10:11-13, cf. sat down ... till.
(e) 10:19-25, cf. enter the holiest; the day approaghin
(f) 10:32-37, cf. ye have in heaven; recompense ofndtw@ that shall come will
come.
(g) 11:1, 10, 13-16, 35, (better resurrection).
(h) 12:1-17, Let us run to the end looking for the same not be like Esau.
(3) Heb. 12:18-29.
(a) Verses 18-21, Ye are not to come to Sinai againtanthe old, but the new
covenant.
(b) Ye are come to Sion — the city of the living Gbd iteavenly Jerusalem.

(i) Heb. 11:10, 16.

(ii) Il Pet. 3:13.

(iii)Rev. 21:1-5, 10-11, 22ff.

(¢) ...to aninnumerable company of angels

(i) Mt. 16:27; 25:31.

(i) Rev. 19:14, cf. chapters 4 & 5.

(d) ...general assembly and church of fivstborn, which are written in heaven.

(i) Lk.10:20.

(i) Rev. 13:8; 17:8; 20:15.

(i) Mt. 8:11; Lk. 13:28-29; 22:18, 30 (Till He come<J). the festaFeast of
Tabernaclesand Lk. 9:28-33Parégyris was used in the Septuagint to denote
the thredestalgatherings of Israel each year.

(e) ...to God theJudge of all.

(i) Cf. Ex. 24:9-11, 13.

(ii) Mt. 5:8.

(iii) Rev. 22:3-4a, 6a.

@iv)1Jn. 3:2.

(f) ... spirit of just men made perfdthe spirits are natompleteuntil with thebody.), |

Thess. 4:14.

(g) And to Jesud Thess. 4:16-18; Il Thess. 2:1.
(h) The great and notable day of His coming, vv. 25-29.

6. Therefore, the Hebrew saints are to live accortingeb. 13:10-16.
a. Rom. 12:1-2, bodies a sacrifice, Heb. 13:10.

b. Heb. 13:15, sacrifice of praise.
c. Heb. 13:16, sacrifice of giving.
III. RELATIONSHIP OF “THE CHURCH” AND THE FAMILY OF GOD:

A. While it is often stated, the phrase “family of Galnever found in the Scriptures. Obviously, this
idea comes from Ephesians 3:15 where Paul wrotewt®m the whole family in heaven and earth
is named.”

B. The English word “family,” “families,” etc. is fouh316 times in 238 verses and is found in the New
Testament in Ephesians 3:15.

1. The Greek word for “family” in this verse is “patfiand carries the idea or meaningaternal
descent, i.e. (concretely) a group of families avtele race (nation):—family, kindred, lineage
Sword Searcher Bible Program.

2. This Greek word is found two other times in the NBsgtament:
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a. Luke 2:4, “And Joseph also went up from Galiled, afithe city of Nazareth, into Judaea,
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehegfipecause he was of the house and lineage
of David:).” The word is “lineage.”

b. Acts 3:25, “Ye are the children of the prophetg] ahthe covenant which God made with
our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy sdell &ll the kindreds of the earth be
blessed.” The word is “kindred.”

3. | believe it is safe to say that since God is ththér of the redeemed (the elect, sheep, believers,
etc.) and Christ is their elder Brother, the “famif God” (“whole family in heaven and earth”)

is the term that should be used in referring topbeple of God and not the English word

“church.”

C. The idea of a “universal” or “invisible church” é@nfusing in itself because different people mean

different things when using these terms. Heresaraple of the different ideas that are meant by
those who profess such a doctrine: the elect of, @bb8elievers alive on earth at one time; all
believers from Pentecost to the second coming osCla mystical church of the saints currently in
glory with God; Christendom; and the list can go Bnerefore, | believe it should be avoided.

. | believe that the closest idea that the word “fgimiight be used to have some idea or connection
with the “ekkEsia” in the New Testament is in [l Samuel 23:5,thalugh my housbe not so with
God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenedered in althings and sure: fothis isall
my salvation, and atlhydesire, although he makenot to grow.” However, | believe it can be
rightly said that to equate this verse with thesassly of the saints is a violation of hermeneutics
scriptural interpretation.

In conclusion, | think it is best to use this veosahe phrase “the family of God” when speaking of
all of the people of God and to use congregatioanwieferring to the house of God and avoid the
use of the word “church” altogether to avoid coidas

IV. RELATIONSHIP OF “THE CHURCH” AND THE KINGDOM:
A. First allow me to say that | believe that the pasahe “kingdom of God,” “kingdom of heaven,”

“kingdom of Christ and of God,” “kingdom of His de@on,” and other such like phrases are

referring to the same thing. See Mt. 19:23-24.

1. Matthew 4:17 says “kingdom of heaven; Mark 1:15ss&ngdom of God.” Both verses are
talking about Jesus preaching after John was sprison.

2. Matthew 5:3 says, “Blessed are the poor in sgoittheirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Luke
6:20 states, “Blessed be ye poor: for yours iskthgdom of God.”

3. Ephesians 5:5 compared with Revelation 11:15: “athtany inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God.” “...The kingdoms of this worldeasecomehe kingdomsf our Lord, and
of his Christ ...”

4. Many more such examples could be given, but thesilshbe sufficient to prove that they are the
same thing.

. Many think that the kingdom and “the church” (ttegregation) are referring to the same thing.

They are not the same thing.

1. The Greek word for “church” is “ekésia” properly meana gathering of citizens called out
from their homes into some public place; an assgm{sl shown above it is an assembly or
congregation.

2. The Greek word for kingdom is “basileia” and a s$ta@finition is given asule, or (concretely)
a realm (literally or figuratively)and translated as kingdom, reign, etc.

3. “The primary meaning of both the Hebrew wamtbkluthin the Old Testament and of the Greek
word basileiain the New Testament is the rank, authority angsgignty exercised by a king.”
The Gospel of the Kingdoby George Eldon Ladd, p. 19.

4. While the “ekkEsia” has officers (elder/bishop and deacon), tlieynat to rule as a king with
sovereign powers.

. Aspects of the kingdom as seen in the New Testament

1. ltis a present reality: “For the kingdom of Gochi®t meat and drink; but righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,” Romans 14:17.
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6.

It is an inheritance: “Then shall the King say utitem on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for yourfrime foundation of the world,” Matthew
25:34.

Saints are placed in the kingdom: “Who hath deédeus from the power of darkness, and hath

translatedisinto the kingdom of his dear Son,” Colossians 1:13

That the kingdom is a future event: “For so anante shall be ministered unto you abundantly

into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savidesus Christ,” Il Peter 1:11.

a. “And | say unto you, That many shall come from ¢ast and west, and shall sit down with
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom afdre” Matthew 8:11.

b. “The Son of man shall send forth his angels, aeg #&hall gather out of his kingdom all
things that offend, and them which do iniquity; .heh shall the righteous shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their Father,” Matthew 13:43,

The kingdom did not come with signs and observatibAnd when he was demanded of the

Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should comanbkeered them and said, The kingdom of

God cometh not with observation: Neither shall thay, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the

kingdom of God is within you,” Luke 17:20-21.

a. Allow me to comment here by saying that | do ndigdve that Jesus was telling the
Pharisees that the kingdom was in them.

b. |believe He was simply saying that the kingdone (ting) was standing in the middle of
them and they didn’t know it.

Many other comparisons could be supplied to clestiyw that the kingdom (basileia) and the

congregation (ekkkia) are not the same.

. Meaning of the kingdom:

1.

A definition that | have used to give an overallamimg of the kingdom is as follows: “The
kingdom of God is the sovereign rule of God, mastéd in the person and work of Christ,
creating a people over whom He reigns, and issi@ngerging, resulting, proceeding, etc.) in a
realm or realms in which the power of His reigmdalized.” George Eldon Ladd.

A short definition might be: “The sovereign rule@bd.” However, this is somewhat lacking
because, in reality, there cannot be a ruler withaealm or domain over which the ruler
resides.

We have previously seen that the kingdom is mataifei;mn many different ways and it would be
a tremendous task to do a comprehensive studyeaf.tn fact, the words “kingdom” and
“kingdoms” are found 399 times in 369 verses anthépast few weeks | worked my way
through all of the verses and have them listedcaegorized in an Excel spreadsheet to seeking
to know more fully about this English word as foundhe Scriptures. Obviously, the study will
be expanded as one works his way through the HetneMGreek words for “kingdom.”
However, in summary regarding the New Testamengdom is always translated from the
Greek word basileia. Two times kingdom was addetheyranslators and one time basileia is
translated reigneth. There are five Hebrew woraissiated kingdom.

To prevent this study from being too lengthy, allme to say that | believe it can safely be said
that the “kingdom” and the “congregation” (“churgtare not the same thing.

However, in summary:

a. The congregation is the kingdom.

b. The congregation is the highest and most glorispeet of the kingdom in this age.

c. The congregation is used to advance the kingdom.

Jimmy Barber
December, 2020
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