
  
The Lord’s Day ~ December 3, 2023 

The First Sunday of  Advent 
 

    Preparing for Worship 

 

*  God Calls Us to Worship & Welcomes Us        Isaiah 9:2Isaiah 9:2Isaiah 9:2Isaiah 9:2----7777    (Pew Bible p. 573) 

 

*  Seeking God’s Blessing on Our Worship 

 

*  Praising Our God in Song #196 Come, Thou Long#196 Come, Thou Long#196 Come, Thou Long#196 Come, Thou Long----Expected JesusExpected JesusExpected JesusExpected Jesus    

    
 

* Declaring Our Faith From the Heidelberg From the Heidelberg From the Heidelberg From the Heidelberg Catechism #16Catechism #16Catechism #16Catechism #16----19191919 
 

The Mediator must be a true and righteous man because God’s justice requires that human nature, which has The Mediator must be a true and righteous man because God’s justice requires that human nature, which has The Mediator must be a true and righteous man because God’s justice requires that human nature, which has The Mediator must be a true and righteous man because God’s justice requires that human nature, which has 
sinned, must pay for its sin; but a sinner could never pay for others.sinned, must pay for its sin; but a sinner could never pay for others.sinned, must pay for its sin; but a sinner could never pay for others.sinned, must pay for its sin; but a sinner could never pay for others.    
    

The Mediator must also be true God so that, by the The Mediator must also be true God so that, by the The Mediator must also be true God so that, by the The Mediator must also be true God so that, by the power of  his divinity, he might bear in his humanity the power of  his divinity, he might bear in his humanity the power of  his divinity, he might bear in his humanity the power of  his divinity, he might bear in his humanity the 
weight of  God’s wrath, and earn for us and restore to us righteousness and life.weight of  God’s wrath, and earn for us and restore to us righteousness and life.weight of  God’s wrath, and earn for us and restore to us righteousness and life.weight of  God’s wrath, and earn for us and restore to us righteousness and life.    
    

This Mediator who is true God and at the same time true and righteous man is our Lord Jesus Christ, who was This Mediator who is true God and at the same time true and righteous man is our Lord Jesus Christ, who was This Mediator who is true God and at the same time true and righteous man is our Lord Jesus Christ, who was This Mediator who is true God and at the same time true and righteous man is our Lord Jesus Christ, who was 
given to us for our complete deliverance and righteousness.given to us for our complete deliverance and righteousness.given to us for our complete deliverance and righteousness.given to us for our complete deliverance and righteousness.    
    

We come to know that Jesus is the Mediator sent by God because the holy Gospel tells us. God himself  began to We come to know that Jesus is the Mediator sent by God because the holy Gospel tells us. God himself  began to We come to know that Jesus is the Mediator sent by God because the holy Gospel tells us. God himself  began to We come to know that Jesus is the Mediator sent by God because the holy Gospel tells us. God himself  began to 
reveal the Gospel already in the Garden; later, he proclaimed it by the holy patriarchs and prophets, and reveal the Gospel already in the Garden; later, he proclaimed it by the holy patriarchs and prophets, and reveal the Gospel already in the Garden; later, he proclaimed it by the holy patriarchs and prophets, and reveal the Gospel already in the Garden; later, he proclaimed it by the holy patriarchs and prophets, and 
foreshadowed it by the sacrifices and otforeshadowed it by the sacrifices and otforeshadowed it by the sacrifices and otforeshadowed it by the sacrifices and other ceremonies of  the law; and finally, he fulfilled it through his own her ceremonies of  the law; and finally, he fulfilled it through his own her ceremonies of  the law; and finally, he fulfilled it through his own her ceremonies of  the law; and finally, he fulfilled it through his own 
beloved Son.beloved Son.beloved Son.beloved Son.    
    

        

 Going to God in Prayer 
  

 Presenting & Dedicating Our Offerings to the Lord      

 
 
 

* Asking God to Open Our Hearts to His Word 
 

  
  



God Speaks through His Word Ephesians 1:1Ephesians 1:1Ephesians 1:1Ephesians 1:1----14 14 14 14 (Pew Bible p. 976) 
 
 

 

God’s People, God’s Possession 
December 3, 2023 

 

Even while showing you the rich inheritance you have in Christ, Paul points to another staggering truth: God has 
claimed you as his own inheritance, his precious possession. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s highest motive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s unfailing purpose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s comforting reassurance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

* Responding to God’s Word in Song All Praise to ChristAll Praise to ChristAll Praise to ChristAll Praise to Christ    

 

 

    
  
 Jesus Invites Us to His Table 
 

 Jesus Calls Us to Partake Worthily 
 

 Receiving the Bread & Cup in Faith 
 

 Presenting & Dedicating Our Deacons’ Offering 
 

* Praising God for His Grace in Word & Sacrament #197 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People#197 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People#197 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People#197 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 
 

*  God Dismisses Us with His Blessing     

 
* Those who are able, please stand 



Announcements 
• Thank you for being part of  our worship service this morning. Sunday School for all ages follows a time of  fellowship downstairs 

after the service. Pastor Kisler is teaching the Adult Class on the topic: “The Great Divide: An Urgent Reclamation of  the Lessons 
of  Machen’s Christianity & Liberalism.” Please join us as we grow in the grace and knowledge of  our Savior in fellowship with one 
another. 

• To close out the Lord’s Day, we gather again tonight tonight tonight tonight at 5 PMat 5 PMat 5 PMat 5 PM. This evening’s sermon is entitled “Enduring to the End” from Mark 
13:1-13. Join us as we meet with our Savior to sing, pray, and grow in God’s Word. Evening service meets in Rm. 209. Though we 
recommend attending in-person, you can access the service via Zoom at www.cornerstonepresbyterian.org/live-streaming-events 
by registering under “Sunday Evening Service”. 

• Are you interested in seeking membership at Cornerstone? We’re planning a membership class early in the new year and would 
love to have you join us! Please let Pastor Kisler know your interest. 

• Thank you all who helped at our Take-a-Break night last Friday. We had 25 kids register for the event!  

• We look forward to our Community Service of Song and Scripture on the evening of December 17December 17December 17December 17thththth. There are postcards availa-
ble for you to use to invite family and friends.  

• We would appreciate if each family could donate two dozen Christmas cookies for the reception that will follow the Service of 
Song and Scripture. Please drop them off in the church kitchen on the morning of December 17th. Thank you. 

• Helping with this morning’s service are Elise van der Jagt (musical accompaniment), Dan Lash and Tom Doyle (ushers), Barb Reem 
(nursery), Richard Backus (sound) and Tony Pisani (video). 
 

Weekly Calendar 

 

  www.cornerstonepresbyterian.org ~ (585) 865-3917 

Email: info@cornerstonepresbyterian.org ~ Morning service available onsite at FM 91.9 
To add a bulletin announcement or calendar event, use office@cornerstonepresbyterian.org by 1 pm on Thursdays 

 

Cornerstone Presbyterian Church is a congregation of  the Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
    


