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Daniel 4 Part 3

Fulfillment of
Nebuchadnezzar’s 2" Dream

Presented by Fred DeRuvo

Nebuchadnezzar Humbled

29 At the end of the twelve months he was walking about the royal
palace of Babylon. 30 The king spoke, saying, “Is not this great
Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for
the honor of my majesty?”

31 While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice fell from
heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has
departed from you! 32 And they shall drive you from men, and your
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass
like oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most
High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.”
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Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride Leads to Humbling

& At the end of a year, Nebuchadnezzar is shown having learned
nothing regarding his pride.

® He 1s proud of the city he says he built.

& He attributes his own might and power as though having derived
from himself.

& He failed to understand that it was God and God alone who
raised up men to be kings and deposed them at His will.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride Leads to Humbling

& The king was still speaking — bragging about himself and his

alleged power — when he was interrupted by a voice from heaven.

¢ The voice utters judgment that has come to Nebuchadnezzar.

® Due to his continued/unresolved pride, his kingdom would be
taken from him.

& The king would be driven from men.
& He would live like an animal.

& All this until he learned that God and God only was sovereign.
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Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride Leads to Humbling

& The humbling of proud rulers 1s a recurrent theme throughout
Scriptures.

& Interestingly, Nebuchadnezzar was not killed by his enemies as has
happened many times throughout Scripture and history.

& God protected Nebuchadnezzar for His purposes and glory.
& God literally stepped in and kept the empire’s affairs under control.

@ This allowed Nebuchadnezzar to pick up at that point when he came
to himself.

@ One can only wonder if Daniel himself helped protect the king and
encouraged others in government to prepare for the king’s return?

Nebuchadnezzar Humbled

& 33 That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning
Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like
oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had
grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws.

& Hair "like eagles' feathers" reminds us of hair that 1s neglected,
matted, and long.

& The king did not think to trim his fingernails and toenails, either.
& He gave no thought to his own grooming.

& Animals at least groom themselves out of instinct.
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Nebuchadnezzar Humbled

& 34 And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes
to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed
the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever...

& Sanity returned to Nebuchadnezzar at the appointed time.
& 1 Peter 5:6 reminds us to humble ourselves under His hand

® " Nothing is more insane than human pride. Nothing is more sober and
senstble than to praise God.” (Feinberg)

© "Sanity begins with a realistic self-appraisal.” (Baldwin)

® Humans do not like to do realistic self-appraisals.

Nebuchadnezzar Humbled

& For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom
1s from generation to generation. 35 All the inhabitants of the
earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the
army of heaven And among the inhabitants of the earth. No one
can restrain His hand Or say to Him, “What have You done?”

¢ King Nebuchadnezzar, in coming to his senses, praises God
Most High!

¢ He became a humble man through what he suffered!

& We cannot be certain he came to a saving faith in Yahweh but
that is an implication and possibility — only God knows.
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Nebuchadnezzar Humbled
& It 1s safe to say that these changes mm Nebuchadnezzar may have

occurred because of Daniel’s influence on the king.

@ It 1s certain Daniel continually prayed for the king.

& It 1s clear Nebuchadnezzar went from seetng himself as supreme
to recognizing God’s absolute sovereignty.

Nebuchadnezzar Humbled

36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of
my kingdom, my honor and splendor returned to me. My counselors
and nobles resorted to me, I was restored to my kingdom, and
excellent majesty was added to me.

37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of
heaven, all of whose works are truth, and His ways justice. And

those who walk in pride He is able to put down.
There seems to be some measure of genuine repentance here.
@At the very least, humility has worked through Nebuchadnezzar

providing an accurate assessment of himself.
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Nebuchadnezzar Humbled

& "No other instance in the cuneiform inscriptions occurs of a king
recording his own inaction.” (Walvoord)

& “The captive Jews needed to know that even the apparently limitless
power of Nebuchadnezzar was under the control of the Lord God
Almighty, who still cared for them and had a great future for them in
their land.” (Archer)

® What God did in and through Nebuchadnezzar was of great

benefit to the captive Jews in Babylon as well as Nebuchadnezzar
himself!

Nebuchadnezzar Humbled

@ ... Even though God has appointed Gentiles to a place of prominence in
His program during the times of the Gentiles, yet most nations and
people walk in rebellion against God. .. God's judgment on
Nebuchadnezzar, designed to subject him to God's authority, seems to
prefigure God's judgment on the nations to subject them to the authority
of the One who has been given the right to rule." (Dwight Pentecost)

& While this is yet future, it 1s as good as done.
& Jesus will return physically to rule this earth for 1,000 years.
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Nebuchadnezzar Humbled

& The takeaway for Christians is that if God will take the time to
humble pagan rulers, He will most definitely take the time to
humble his own children!

& We must cooperate with God in the continuing humbling
process.

& Every situation we face - trials, temptations & difficulties - are all
allowed/directed into our lives to create greater humility within
us.

© God will humble us — we would do well to cooperate with Him
instead of resisting His efforts.

Nebuchadnezzar Humbled

& Next time we will look at Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson,
Belshazzar and his short-lived rule in Daniel 5
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KINGS OF THE NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE

1. Nabopolassar
627-605 B.C.

2. Nebuchadnezzar
605-562 B.C.

ot : Daughter married Daughter married
3. !‘6"'['_1;%""'}9““"" 4. Neriglissar 6. Nabonidus
562-560 B.C. 560-556 B.C. 556-539 B.C.

5. Labashi-Marduk
556 B.C.

7. Belshazzar
553-539 B.C.




