








Matthew 16:13-20 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.”  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.



Matthew 17:9 

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one 
the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”
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Why did Jesus not want the disciples to tell people He was the Messiah?

- Most think it was to preserve His life, so no one would kill Him too soon
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Why did Jesus not want the disciples to tell people He was the Messiah?

- Most think it was to preserve His life, so no one would kill Him too soon
- John 18:19-20 - The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his 

teaching. Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always 
taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said 
nothing in secret.

- There were lots of people who claimed to be Messiah (message would be lost)
- Messiah was something that Jesus would DO
- “Son of Man” is who Jesus IS



Matthew 16:13 - Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

Matthew 16:27-28 - For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of 
his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 28 Truly, I 
say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son 
of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Matthew 17:9 - And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, 
“Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”



Title of Jesus – number of times used in the gospels
- Son of Man – 81

- Christ (Messiah) – 49

- Son of God – 25
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Title of Jesus – number of times Jesus used each title to speak of Himself
- Son of Man – 81

- Christ (Messiah) – 11

- Son of God – 5



Son of God

John 1:45-51 - Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  
Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I 
saw you.” Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do 
you believe? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.”



Son of Man 

- literally means “human being” (over 90 times in Ezekiel)
- But Jesus didn’t have a hard time convincing people He was human, so why would He 

chose the title “Son of Man“?”
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Luke 4:16-21 - And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written,

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today 
this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 



Son of Man 

- literally means “human being” (over 90 times in Ezekiel)
- But Jesus didn’t have a hard time convincing people He was human, so why would He 

chose the title “Son of Man“?”
- Jesus was claiming to be “The Son of Man”
- His audience would have understood He was claiming to be The Daniel 7:9-14 Son Of 

Man



Daniel 7:9-14 - “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat;
his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was 
fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and came out from 
before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened. “I looked then 
because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, 
the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire.  As 
for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged 
for a season and a time.  “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of 
heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him.  And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 








