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January 2nd, 2022 



Sunday School, 1/2/22 
Series: New Testament Church History 
 

Lesson 72: “Weeds Among Wheat: 19th Century Christianity” 
Text:   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
 

I. Introduction for the Times 
1. Age of Reason 
2. Pervasive Hypercalvinism 
3. First Great Awakening (1727-1744) 

a. Wesleyan “Entire Sanctification” 
4. Second Great Awakening (1792-1844) 

a. Finney’s “Pelagianism” 
5. American Civil War (1861-1865) 

 

II. Intrusion to the Times 
1. Liberal Theology 

a. Friedrich Daniel Ernst Schleiermacher (1768-1834) 
b. Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887) 

2. Latter Day Saints  
a. Joseph Smith, Jr. (1805-1844) 
b. Brigham Young (1801-1877) 

3. Restoration Movement 
a. Barton Ward Stone (1772-1844) 
b. Alexander Campbell (1788-1866) 
c. “Raccoon” John Smith (1784-1868) 

4. Adventism 
a. William Miller (1782-1849) 
b. Ellen G. White (1827-1915) 

5. Holiness Movement 
a. Phoebe Palmer (1807-1874) 
b. Keswick Revival (1875) 
- Catherine Booth (1829-1890) 
- Albert Benjamin Simpson (1843-1919) 

6. Jehovah’s Witnesses 
a. Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916) 

7. Spiritualism & Theosophy 
a. Mary Baker Eddy (1821-1910) 
b. Margaretta Fox (1833-1893) 
c. Helena Petrovna Blavatsky (1831-1891) 



III. Incidental Dates 
 

49-44 BC   Julius Caesar reigns 
31 BC-14 AD  August Caesar reigns 
14-37 AD  Tiberius Caesar reigns 
4 BC-39 AD  Herod Antipas (Antipater) reigns in Galilee & Perea 
26-36 AD  Pontius Pilate is prefect of Judea 
28 AD (fall)  In the 15th year of Tiberius’ reign (Lk 3:1), Jesus, at 30 yrs old, begins earthly 

ministry (Lk 3:23); thus, His birth is the fall of 2 BC 
32 AD (spring)  Christ Jesus crucified at the end of 3-1/2 years of ministry 
32 AD (summer)  Holy Spirit given on Feast of Weeks at Temple (Pentecost) 
=============== 
1794  Thomas Paine publishes The Age of Reason; promotes Deism 
1799  Napoleon’s troops discover Rosetta Stone in Egypt, Jul 15 
1801  Great Britain and Ireland merge to form United Kingdom, Jan 1 
1804  Richard Trevithick invents the steam locomotive 
1812  War of 1812 begins on Jun 18 
1815  War of 1812 officially ends on Feb 17 
1827  John Broadus born, Jan 24, in Culpeper Co., VA 
1830  Joseph Smith officially founds Latter Day Saint church, Apr 6 
1834  Charles Spurgeon born, Jun 19, in Kelvedon, Essex, England 
1837  Victoria reigns as Queen of the United Kingdom, Jun 20 
1843  Baptist pastor, William Miller, of Vermont falsely predicts Christ’s 2nd coming 

for 1843; later revised to 1844. Miller founder of Seventh Day Adventists. 
1848  Karl Marx’s “Communist Manifesto” published, Feb 21 
1852  Elisha Otis invents the safety brake elevator 
1859  Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species published, Nov 24 
1861  Fort Sumter at Charleston, SC besiege by Confederate troops, Apr 12, to begin 

the “War between the States” (American Civil War) 
1863  During a 12-day stay in Garden of Ridvan beginning Apr 12, Baháʼu'lláh 

declares himself to be “He whom God shall make manifest” (God's Messiah), 
effectively founding the Baháʼí Faith 

1865  Gen. Robert E. Lee surrenders to Gen. U.S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse, 
Apr 9, effectively ending the Civil War 

1867  William Seward purchases Alaska from Russia, Oct 18 
1876  Alexander Graham Bell patents first telephone 
1877  Thomas Edison invents phonograph 
1879  Thomas Edison tests first light bulb 
1882  Friedrich Nietzsche’s The Gay Science published (1st edition), a philosophical 

book which sums up the Age of Enlightenment with the statement, “God is dead. 
God remains dead. And we have killed him.” 

1886  Karl Benz invents first gasoline powered automobile 
1891  Whitcomb Judson invents the zipper 
1897  Christian flag created, Sep 26 
1900  L. Frank Baum, a theosophist, publishes The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 



Church History Outline:  
 
Introduction 

Matthew 16:1-28 
 
Acts of the Apostles 

Church Born, chs. 1-4 
Church Grows, chs. 5-12 

persecution, chs. 8-12 
Saul’s conversion, ch. 9 
James’ death, ch.12 
Peter’s imprisonment, ch.12 

Church Expands, chs. 13-28 
Paul’s 1st mission, chs. 13-14 
Council of Jerusalem, ch. 15 
Paul’s 2nd mission, chs. 16-18 
Paul’s 3rd mission, chs. 19-20 
Paul’s arrest, chs. 21-23 
Paul in Caesarea, chs. 24-26 
Paul’s 4th mission, chs. 27-28 

 
Ante-Nicene Church, 100-325 AD 
Nicene & Post-Nicene Church, 325-590 AD 
Medieval Church, 590-1049 AD 
Middle Ages Church, 1049-1517 AD 
Reformed Church, 1517 AD – present 
Missionary Church, 1792 AD – present 

 
 

 
Overview of Epistles, 

Gospels, Acts & 
Revelation 


