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"Christ’s Interpretation of the Law: The Law of Retaliation 

Matthew 5:38-42 

Message Title: “Christ’s Interpretation of the Law: The Law of Retaliation 

I. The Clear Command 

 

a. The Law of Retaliation is a Civil Law 

 

b. The Law of Retaliation is a Curtailing Law 

 

c. The Law of Retaliation is a Protective Law 

Genesis 4:23-24 “And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, 

hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt. 24 If Cain 

shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.” 

II. The Misinterpretation 

 

III. Christ’s Interpretation  

 

a. The Principle of Personal Non-retaliation  

 

1. Attacks Against our Dignity  

 

2. Attacks Against our Possessions  

 

3. Attacks Against our Liberty 

 

b. The Spirit of Personal Non-retaliation  

 

IV. The Application 

 

a. The Example of Abraham  

 

b. The Example of Joseph 

 

c. The Example of David 

 

d. The Example of Elisha 

 

e. The Example of Stephan 

 

f. The Example of Paul  

 

g. The Example of Jesus 

 

  


