In These Last Days

The Mediator of the New Covenant
The Messenger and His Message
(Hebrews 1:1-3; Mal. 3:1)

I would like to bring a message to you today from the book of
Hebrews. The book of Hebrews declares to us God’s final
message to man. This fact makes the book of Hebrews of
ultimate importance. I want to therefore preach a series of
sermons from this book in the Bible, because this is God’s
message, to be declared by His authority, for His glory, to
sinners of every nation under heaven, that they might be saved
(James 1:18; Rom. 16:25-26; Col. 1:23; 2 Cor. 5:17-21; Acts
10:36-43).

To understand what the book of Hebrews is about, we have only
to look at the beginning and the end of it. In the beginning of the
book, God declares to us that He has spoken in these last days
by His Son. In the end of the book, God tells us that in believing
the Gospel, we have come to Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the
New Covenant. In the beginning and the end and throughout the
book, God tells us that the New Covenant is a covenant made in
Christ’s blood. He says this covenant is an everlasting covenant
in the blood of Christ (Heb. 13:20). Taken together we can
plainly see from the beginning to the end of Hebrews, that the
message of the book of Hebrews is the Son of God, the Lord




Jesus Christ, appointed and anointed by God (Heb. 5:1) as the
one Mediator between God and men (1 Tim. 2:5), and that this
covenant God has made was established in the very blood of His

own eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

I have therefore entitled this series of messages, “The Mediator

of the New Covenant,” because that is what the book of
Hebrews i1s all about. It is a book about the Mediator of the New
Covenant, a covenant made by God before time. A covenant

made in the blood of Christ. In fact, this is the message of the
entire Bible. The Bible is God-breathed (2 Tim. 3:16). Its
message 1s about God’s own dear Son. It is about how God
determined from eternity to make known His great name
throughout time and eternity by the eternal achievements of His
Son in His death to save His people from their sins (Heb.
10:5-23). God made the everlasting covenant with His Son and
with His chosen people. In that covenant, God chose and gave a
people to His Son, to be His own people. They were chosen by
God the Father before time began. They were predestinated by
God the Father to be His sons in eternal adoption (Eph. 1:4-6).
They were predestinated to be God’s sons by the redeeming
blood of Christ (Gal. 4:1-6; Eph. 1:5-7). And they were
predestinated to be the sons of God by spiritual birth into His
kingdom (John 3:3-15; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23; Titus 3:3-7).
God committed His chosen people into the hand of His Son, our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. God made Christ the Head in His
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everlasting covenant. All God required of His people, He
forever looked to His Son to fulfill. All blessings God gave His
to Son, He also gave to those named in His covenant of grace.
Every condition in this covenant was laid upon Christ. And
Christ fulfilled all conditions in that covenant when He offered
Himself to God for the sins of His people (Matt. 26:28; Heb.
13:20; 10:14-18). By that one offering of Himself to God for the
sins of God’s elect, Christ forever made God’s people holy to
God. He perfected them forever at that time, on the cross, having
fulfilled God’s law in consummate perfection as their covenant
Head, their covenant representative, their Surety, who did all
that He did in their place and in their name to answer all God
required on their behalf (Rom. 10:4). Christ’s one offering for
His one people, accomplished all of the work required to save
them from sin and the wrath of God, from satan and the curse of
God’s law, from this present evil world and from death and hell.
Christ’s one offering made them holy and presented them to
God as blameless, perfectly righteous in His own obedience,
which was credited by God to them, and counted by God as
theirs (Rom. 4:6, 11, 23-24). All was accomplished by the Lord
Jesus Christ in His death. On one day, Jesus Christ forever
removed all of the sins of His people before God (Lev. 16:30;
Heb. 1:3). He cleansed them from their sins before the LORD by
His sin-atoning blood in His substitutionary death (Rev. 1:5; 1
John 1:7). In so doing, He made them holy and perfect, because
all that Christ did as the covenant Head, He did in answer to



God for His people against every accusation and in fulfillment
of every demand of God’s law, to obtain every promised
blessing of salvation and eternal life. He did all in the name of
His people, those God the Father gave Him before time began,
in the covenant of His grace. “Who hath saved us, and called us

with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according

to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began” (2 Tim. 1:9; Eph. 1:3-7; Heb.
13:20; Matt. 26:28; Rev. 5:9; 1:5; Heb. 10:1-23).

Now, all that I have said by way of summary here, is powerfully
developed in great detail in the book of Hebrews. It is written
with unparalleled explanation of all of the OT scripture, in
concise and elegant language unsurpassed in all the word of
God. The book of Hebrews stands out in a special way because
it explains the entire Old Testament in a compact form, with the
most impressive organization and elegance. Every time I read it
I am astounded that God has given this great treasure to us. It
makes me long to be found only in Christ, not having mine own
righteousness, but His alone, saved by His redeeming blood,
having fulfilled God’s holy law by His obedience, saved
according to God’s holiness, to His great glory alone, and given
faith by God to receive His word concerning Christ as the truth
of the way things are between my soul and God!



The message of Hebrews is not meant merely for academic
study. It is meant for sinners. It teaches sinners about Christ. The
book of Hebrews is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ (Heb.
4:2). It 1s the Gospel of Christ explained as the fulfillment of the
Old Testament. No wonder our hearts burn within us when we

are given grace from God to read this book as sinners with eyes
of faith to see Christ as all of our salvation from OT scripture
(Luke 24:32)! To see that all God said and required before is
now fulfilled in Christ, gives us the greatest confidence that it is
God who has spoken here! It gives us great confidence and full
assurance of faith to know that by the blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ, God has always accepted His people as He accepts His
Son. God’s everlasting covenant of grace is the Gospel. The
message of Hebrews is therefore of utmost importance. It is of
utmost importance because:

e First, it 1s God’s message to men about His only begotten
Son and His glorious achievements for sinners!

e And it is of utmost importance because it is God’s final
message to men in the the history of this world.

e [t is also of utmost importance because it is the message of
eternal salvation.

e And it is the message about the shed blood of the Son of
God, whose blood made full remission (forgiven,
remembered no more) for the sins of God’s people,
obtained their eternal redemption, made them holy before
God, perfected them forever, to give them the eternal



blessings purchased by His own blood (Heb. 9:12-16; Gal.
3:13-14; 4:4-6; Eph. 1:3-7).

e Hebrews is of utmost importance because it reveals God’s
glory, and because...

e [t is the message of salvation, which if we neglect in
indifference and in the pride of our unbelief, we will be
eternally lost. We must hold fast God’s glad tidings of
Christ’s work in salvation. We must continue believing
Christ as our complete and only answer to God. We must
not fail in this faith. And yet, faith itself is God’s gift alone.
He alone gives it, and He alone sustains it (Acts 18:27; 2
Pet. 1:1; Luke 22:32; 17:5; Heb. 12:2). Hebrews 12:2 says,
Jesus Christ is “the Author and Finisher of our faith.”

There is no more important message than is found in the Bible
than 1s found in the book of Hebrews.

Now, Hebrews was written to those people who were named
Hebrews because they are the descendants of Abraham’s great
ancestor, Eber. Hebrews are Jews. When God speaks in the
Bible of either Jews or Hebrews, He speaks of that physical
nation of the Jews, but not of that physical nation only, but of
that physical nation as a picture of the spiritual nation that is
called the Bride of Christ, the Church of the living God, the elect
of God, those redeemed by the precious blood of the Lamb of
God, and given the Spirit of God to live by faith upon Christ and
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Him crucified, to the glory of God’s great grace. The apostle
Peter said this about those who were called spiritual Hebrews in
the Bible, and this is true of every believer in Christ. “Ye are a
chosen generation, a roval priesthood, an holy nation, a

peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him

who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1
Pet. 2:9; Eph. 1:6, 12, 14). Thus, the book of Hebrews, though it
was written to those who were the physical children of
Abraham, those who grew up under the law of Moses and all
the sacrifices and ceremonies of the Old Testament, it was
actually written to all those who were given by God the Father
to Christ in His everlasting covenant of grace (Eph. 1:4; John
17:2)! These (true Israel, true Jews, the Church of Christ) are the
chosen generation, the holy nation, because they are set apart by
God’s choice from eternity, redeemed by Christ’s blood at the
cross, and sanctified by spiritual birth into God’s kingdom by
the Spirit of God to believe Christ crucified with God-given
faith. They are Hebrews in a spiritual sense, whether they be
Jews or Gentiles in a physical sense. The spiritual sense is the
only true sense in which any person may be called a Jew. “He is
not a Jew which is one outwardly. Neither is that circumcision
which is outward in the flesh. But he is a Jew which is one
inwardly. And circumcision is of the heart, in the spirit, and not
in the letter, whose praise is not of man, but of God” (Rom.
2:28-29; Gal. 3:29). It doesn’t matter who our physical parents
are. It doesn’t matter if we can trace our ancestry to Abraham or
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to any other man. Our physical parents contribute nothing to our
spiritual birth. Spiritual birth is by the sovereign Spirit of God
alone. Only those born of God are God’s sons. Entrance into
God’s kingdom is by the blood of Christ and by the birth which
God gives to us by His Spirit, and which comes to us because of
Christ’s redeeming blood (John 3:3-15; Gal. 3:13-14; 4:4-6;
Eph. 1:4-7). Our spiritual birth is “Not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:13; Rom.
9:16). God gives His Spirit to those who sins are washed from
them and who are made holy by the blood of Christ (Heb. 1:3;
10:10, 14). God ordained all of these to eternal life. He gives His
Spirit to them that they might live in believing Christ and know
God as their Father and Christ as their great God and Savior
(Acts 13:48; John 17:2; Titus 1:3-4; 2:10, 13; 3:4, 6; John
20:17).

Therefore, the book of Hebrews was written to God’s people

from among every nation under heaven (Acts 2:5-11; 10:15, 28,
42-44; Gal. 3:26-29; 5:6; 6:15). God’s people believe Christ.
This is the great point of distinction that God makes in our lives.
Like Abel, they come to God looking to Christ to be accepted by
God for Christ’s sake alone. Those who are not God’s people are

distinguished because they do not come to God by Christ alone.
Instead, they come by their own works and think to boast in
their works before God and men. They trust themselves. They
trust something about what they do. Like Cain, they add to



God’s work with their own work and present their work to be
accepted by God. By their free will, by their decision, by
claiming to “accept Jesus,” they add to what Christ did. Their
response to God becomes the deciding factor on which they
depend for God’s acceptance and salvation. All who do not
believe Christ and come to God to be accepted by Him for
Christ’s sake alone, actually reject the Son of God and the
message of the book of Hebrews. In this book, God says all such
will receive the just reward of their sins (Heb. 10:26-29). But all
who come to God looking to Christ alone (Heb. 12:2; 2 Cor.
11:3; Acts 4:10-12; Isa. 45:22; John 3:14-15), will receive the
just reward of Christ’s obedience, because they have been given
the grace of life and faith by God the Holy Spirit. Therefore,
their believing is the evidence that they are born of God (John
3:9-15). All who are born of God were born because Christ died
for them. They have been redeemed by His precious blood (Gal.
3:13-14; 4:4-6; Eph. 2:1-10). And all who were redeemed by
Christ and born of His Spirit, were given to Christ by God the

Father in the everlasting covenant of grace (John 6:37-40, 44-45;
10:27-29; 17:2, 6, 9-12, 20, 24). If you read the Gospel of John,
chapters 10 and 17, you will see clearly that there is no
uncertainty in the salvation of God’s people. All will be saved
for whom Christ died. Not one of His sheep will perish for
whom He laid down His life (John 10:16-18). He must bring all
of them (John 10:16). He will have them (Ex. 10:26). He will
call them and they shall hear His voice (John 10:27). They shall
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follow Him. He will lose none of them (John 10:28). No one is
able to pluck them out of His hand. And no one is able to pluck
them out of His Father’s hand, to whom the sheep belong
equally (John 10:29; 17:10), and who i1s stronger than all (John
10:28-29).

Now what I have said here by way of introduction is the
message of the book of Hebrews. That message, again, 1s Christ,
the Mediator of the everlasting covenant of God’s grace, by
whose blood that covenant is fulfilled and made certain to all for
whom He died and obtained eternal redemption (Heb. 9:12).
Hebrews was written to all who are in that covenant (Gal. 3:22,
29; 4:28; Rom. 9:6-8; 2 Tim. 1:9). They are called Hebrews in a
spiritual sense because they are in Christ as their covenant Head
by God’s act of eternal election (Eph. 1:4; Ps. 106:4-8). With
this introduction, let us now then begin with the first verse of the
first chapter of the book of Hebrews.

Last days

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in
times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last
days spoken unto us by His Son” (Heb. 1:1-2a).

The first thing we learn is that the God who spoke in the Old
Testament 1s the God who speaks in the New Testament. We
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also learn that the message of the Old Testament is the message
of the New Testament, but that message is concealed in the Old
Testament in laws and sacrifices until Christ came (Gal.
3:19-24). As someone once said, “The New Testament 1s in the
Old Testament concealed; the Old Testament is in the New
Testament revealed.” Therefore, the same God who spoke in
times past, now speaks. The 19th chapter of the book of
Revelation makes this truth very pointedly. “The testimony of

Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Rev. 19:10). In other words, the

message of scripture has been Christ crucified from the
beginning. He is “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world” (Rev. 13:8). But that message was not as clearly revealed
in the Old Testament as 1t 1s now revealed in the New. Yet, from
the beginning of time, all those God saved were given to believe
Christ. God promised Adam and Eve that Jesus would be the
Seed of the woman who would destroy the works of the devil
(Gen. 3:15). We know that OT saints believed Christ, because
there is only one name under heaven given among men whereby
we must be saved. None are saved who do not come to God by
Christ’s precious blood (Heb. 11:4). Adam and Eve were
clothed in the skins of the animal God sacrificed for their
covering (Gen. 3:21). Those skins testified of Christ, the Lamb
of God, slain to cover our sins by His righteousness (Rom.
4.6-8). And Abel believed Christ. That is why he brought a lamb
to God. He believed God’s testimony of His Son, that in the
sacrifice of God’s Substitute, God justifies ungodly sinners
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(Rom. 3:24-25; Heb. 11:4)! And, in the days of Enos, the son of
Seth, men began to call upon the name of the LORD Jesus
Christ (Gen. 4:26), because all who call in faith on the Lord, call
on the Lord in Jesus Christ, who 1s Lord of all and who 1s God
over all(Acts 10:42-44; Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21; 10:43; Rom. 9:5;
10:13-14£f). Then, after the flood, Noah offered to the LORD of
every clean beast (Gen. 8:20). And later, Abraham told his son
Isaac, “My son, God will provide Himself the Lamb for the burnt
offering” (Gen. 22:8). Therefore, throughout the Old Testament,
the priests offered gifts and sacrifices for sin (Heb. 5:1). And all
of these sacrifices were God’s testimony of the sacrifice of
Christ, the Lamb of God. Christ was ordained as the Lamb of
God before the foundation of the world (1 Pet. 1:18-20; Rev.
13:8). His blood was shed, and His people were justified by His
blood in the purpose of God from eternity, before time began.
That is why in Romans 8:33 it says, “Who can lay anything to
the charge of God’s elect, it is God that justifies” (Rom. 8:33;
Num. 23:21; Jer. 50:20; Heb. 10:14-18). Because, as long as
they have been God’s elect (from eternity), no one could lay

charge to them. Christ crucified is therefore the testimony of all
of scripture. He is the life-giving message, the spirit of prophecy
(John 6:63; Rev. 19:10). Therefore, in the days of the Old
Testament, God spoke by the prophets and His message was
Christ and what Christ would do to save His people and glorify
God. But, in these last days, these “last days,”” God has spoken
to us also. Only this time, He has spoken by His Son! The
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message 1s the same. But now, that message 1s fulfilled. And
God has sent His Son, who Himself has told us the message
from heaven. The message is about Him; it is about Christ, that
He is the eternal Son of God and the eternally ordained Son of
Man, eternally ordained to shed His precious blood to fulfill
God’s covenant of grace, to save His people from their sins
(Rom. 11:26-27; Matt. 1:21), those people who are Hebrews by
God’s choice and by Christ’s redeeming blood and by the
sanctifying work of the Spirit of God who gives us life from the
dead to believe and know the Son of God. That was the message
of the Old Testament. And that 1s the message of the New
Testament. As one preacher put it, “The Bible is a H-I-M book;
1t’s about HIM, the Lord Jesus Christ!”

“In these last days, God has spoken to us by His Son.” God’s
message 1s always authoritative. But the authority of the
message 1s proportional to the dignity and the authority of the
messenger. The word the prophets spoke was authoritative
because God sent them, and they spoke God’s word. But when
Christ speaks, it is God Himself speaking! In these last days, the

Son of God has come in human nature and He has spoken to us.
He has spoken God’s message. And the message is about
Himself. It is about what God His Father gave Him to do. It is
about what He actually accomplished by Himself by all that He
did. The One who speaks to us in these last days is the Lord
from heaven (1 Cor. 2:8; Acts 3:15; Joshua 3:11, 13; Acts 10:36;
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Isa. 6:5; John 12:41; Ps. 24; Jer. 23:6; Mal. 3:1; Ps. 23:1; Isa.
12:1-3; Ps. 110:1). Let me read what the apostle John wrote of
Christ in the Gospel of John, chapter 3: “31 He that cometh from
above is above all: He that is of the earth is earthly, and

speaketh of the earth: He that cometh from heaven is above all.
32 And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no
man receiveth his testimony. 33 He that hath received his

testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. For he whom
God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the
Spirit by measure unto him. 35 The Father loveth the Son, and
hath given all things into his hand. 36 He that believeth on the
Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John
3:31-36).

These words from John 3 repeat what God has said in Hebrews
1:1-2. Christ is from heaven. He is therefore above all. His word
is therefore of ultimate authority. He speaks God’s words. He
was sent by God the Father. His words are therefore true and
authoritative by a double witness: He speaks God’s words, and
He who speaks is God Himself, God the Word (John 1:1-3). Yet
no man receives His testimony. And yet, some do. Those who
believe have been given grace from God (Acts 18:27; 13:48; 2
Pet. 1:1; Heb. 12:2; Php. 1:29; Eph. 2:8-9; Acts 3:16; Php.
2:12-13; Col. 2:12; John 3:14-15). They hear Christ’s words as
the whole truth about the way things are between them and God.
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And they believe what God has said about their own sinful heart.
They believe what God has said about His Son. The Father loves
His Son. Whoever believes the Son, has everlasting life.
Whoever does not believe the Son of God, shall never see life,
but the wrath of God remains upon him. God must therefore
grant us repentance to believe Christ, to everlasting life, or we
will perish (2 Tim. 2:25; Acts 5:31; Jer. 31:18-19; Ps. 80). We
will perish if we refuse to believe the Son of God. He has come
in these last days. He has come in our human nature (Heb. 2:10;
5:1; Php. 2:5-11; Matt. 1:23; Jer. 23:5-6; Mal. 3:1). He spoke the
message of God because He was full of the Spirit of God (John
3:34; Luke 4:18). He is God, one with the Father and the Spirit.
He is God’s Messenger of the New Covenant (Mal. 3:1). He is
God’s Messenger of the New Covenant, and He Himself is the
Message that He speaks (John 1:29)! His message is therefore of
the highest authority. He cannot lie. His word cannot fail. To
reject His message is to reject life and to love death (Prov. 8:36).

But notice, God has spoken by His Son “in these last days.” No

one leaves this world without dying. All men die. God has
appointed the day of every man’s death. “If is appointed unto
men, once to die, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). The
day of our death is our last day on this earth. The next thing we
will know after death is judgment. We all live until our last day.
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But there 1s also a last day for this present earth and the
universe. There is a day when God will judge the world in
righteousness by Jesus Christ, that man whom He hath ordained
to be Judge of both the living and the dead (Acts 17:31; John
5:22-23). The last day of this earth is coming. Here in Hebrews
1:1-2, God has said that Christ has spoken to us in these last
days. We are therefore living in the last days. God has said so
right here in His word. There is no other Savior coming. God

has no other message. If we refuse to hear and believe Christ, if

we do not come to God as sinners needing all, and finding our
all in Christ, then we forsake our own mercies (Jonah 2:8). We
must learn that “SALVATION IS OF THE LORD” (Jonah 2:9). It
is of God (1 Cor. 1:30; Rom. 11:33-36). It is not of man. It is in
Christ alone (Acts 4:10-12; Rom. 3:24; 8:1, 39; 1 Cor. 15:22).
Only those in Christ will be saved. Christ alone accomplished
this salvation (Heb. 1:3; Lev. 16:17; Isa. 53; 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18).
We contribute nothing (John 6:63; Titus 3:5). We must therefore
give the more earnest heed to what the Son of God has said to us
in these last days (Heb. 2:1). He has spoken the Gospel. The
Gospel of His glorious, eternal achievements for sinners! We
must come to Him in faith, as sinners, asking Him to save us
from our sins, and trusting Him alone to do so, according to His
promise (1 John 2:25; John 3:14-15; Isa. 26:1-3; Jer. 17:5, 7).
We must trust Him who has said that He obtained eternal

redemption for His people by His redeeming work on the cross
(Heb. 9:12; 1:3).
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Before God destroyed the earth with water in the days of Noah,
before Noah entered into the ark, the Lord Jesus Christ by His
Spirit spoke through Noah to the souls then living. Those souls
are now 1in hell, the prison of hell. They are awaiting final
arraignment before Christ on His throne of judgment (1 Pet.
3:18-22). They refused to hear the Spirit of Christ when Noah
preached to them of His righteousness (2 Pet. 2:5). But God has
sent a greater than Noah to us in these last days. God judged the
world in Noah’s day. But there is another judgment coming in
these last days. That judgment will be the final judgment (2 Pet.
3:1-14). There will be no second time in which God will save
men, in which men will be allowed to flee to Christ (Heb.
10:26). We must hear God’s Son today (Matt. 17:5; John 5:24;
Heb. 4:7). This is the message God has given to us of His Son.
“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater:
for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.
10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in
himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar,
because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 11
And this is the record, that God hath given to us[:] eternal life,
and this life is in his Son. 12 He that hath the Son hath life; and
he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 13 These things
have [ written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of

God, that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may
believe on the name of the Son of God” (1 John 5:9-13).
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The book of Hebrews is about Christ, the Mediator of the New
Covenant in His blood (Heb. 1:3; 12:24; 13:20). This is the most
gloriously glad news in heaven and earth and for all eternity!
Those who hear and believe Christ by this message are born of
God. God made the difference between them and others. The
difference God makes is seen in the cross: what do you think of
Christ and Him crucified?! Do you come to God by Him? In
Hebrew chapter 10, God says, we are to come boldly to the
throne of His grace by the blood of Jesus. He says that the “just
shall live by faith” (Heb. 10:38). All who come to God,
therefore, believing Christ’s blood and righteousness as all of
their righteousness before God, are righteous by the imputed
righteousness of Jesus Christ. Though in themselves they are
sinners, yet in Christ, they are without blame (Eph. 1:4; Col.
1:20-22), holy (Heb. 10:10; 13:12), perfect before God (Heb.
10:14). The Son of God has come. These are the last days. Do
you hear Him? Do you believe His word? Do you trust Him who
sits on the throne of glory to save you to the uttermost by His
almighty grace alone? Are you persuaded that you can be
accepted by God only in the Lord Jesus Christ as your High
Priest, your King, your Mediator, your Surety, your Advocate,
your covenant Head (Rom. 5:19-21)? God says that all who rest
from their own works and look to Christ’s work alone, who
come to God trusting His blood and righteousness, are holy
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brethren. They are made holy by the blood of Christ (Heb. 3:1;
10:10; 13:12)!
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