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I.	The	Power	To	Draw	a	Crowd	(v1&2)	
A.	The	draw	of	Christ.	
	
Isaiah	53:1–3	Who	has	believed	what	he	has	
heard	from	us?	And	to	whom	has	the	arm	of	the	
Lord	been	revealed?	2	For	he	grew	up	before	him	
like	a	young	plant,	and	like	a	root	out	of	dry	
ground;	he	had	no	form	or	majesty	that	we	
should	look	at	him,	and	no	beauty	that	we	should	
desire	him.	3	He	was	despised	and	rejected	by	
men;	a	man	of	sorrows,	and	acquainted	with	
grief;	and	as	one	from	whom	men	hide	their	faces	
he	was	despised,	and	we	esteemed	him	not.	
John	6:26	&	27	Jesus	answered	them,	“Truly,	
truly,	I	say	to	you,	you	are	seeking	me,	not	
because	you	saw	signs,	but	because	you	ate	your	
fill	of	the	loaves.	27	Do	not	work	for	the	food	that	
perishes,	but	for	the	food	that	endures	to	eternal	
life,	which	the	Son	of	Man	will	give	to	you.	For	on	
him	God	the	Father	has	set	his	seal.”	
Matthew	11:19	The	Son	of	Man	came	eating	and	
drinking,	and	they	say,	‘Look	at	him!	A	glutton	
and	a	drunkard,	a	friend	of	tax	collectors	and	
sinners!’	Yet	wisdom	is	justified	by	her	deeds.”	
Matthew	11:28–30	Come	to	me,	all	who	labor	and	
are	heavy	laden,	and	I	will	give	you	rest.	29	Take	
my	yoke	upon	you,	and	learn	from	me,	for	I	am	
gentle	and	lowly	in	heart,	and	you	will	find	rest	
for	your	souls.	30	For	my	yoke	is	easy,	and	my	
burden	is	light.”	
John	12:32	And	I,	when	I	am	lifted	up	from	the	
earth,	will	draw	all	people	to	myself.”	
John	10:27	My	sheep	hear	my	voice,	and	I	know	
them,	and	they	follow	me.	
	
B.	The	draw	of	preaching.	
	
Romans	10:17	So	faith	comes	from	hearing,	and	
hearing	through	the	word	of	Christ.	
	
1.	Preaching	in	general	
	

1	Corinthians	1:18	For	the	word	of	the	cross	is	
folly	to	those	who	are	perishing,	but	to	us	who	
are	being	saved	it	is	the	power	of	God.	
1	Thessalonians	1:4–6	For	we	know,	brothers	
loved	by	God,	that	he	has	chosen	you,	5	because	
our	gospel	came	to	you	not	only	in	word,	but	also	
in	power	and	in	the	Holy	Spirit	and	with	full	
conviction.	You	know	what	kind	of	men	we	
proved	to	be	among	you	for	your	sake.	6	And	you	
became	imitators	of	us	and	of	the	Lord,	for	you	
received	the	word	in	much	affliction,	with	the	joy	
of	the	Holy	Spirit,	
Luke	8:18	Take	care	then	how	you	hear,	for	to	the	
one	who	has,	more	will	be	given,	and	from	the	
one	who	has	not,	even	what	he	thinks	that	he	has	
will	be	taken	away.”	
Mark	4:24	And	he	said	to	them,	“Pay	attention	to	
what	you	hear:	with	the	measure	you	use,	it	will	
be	measured	to	you,	and	still	more	will	be	added	
to	you.	
	
2.	His	preaching	
	
John	6:63	It	is	the	Spirit	who	gives	life;	the	flesh	is	
no	help	at	all.	The	words	that	I	have	spoken	to	
you	are	spirit	and	life.	
John	6:68	Simon	Peter	answered	him,	“Lord,	to	
whom	shall	we	go?	You	have	the	words	of	eternal	
life,	
John	7:45	&	46	The	officers	then	came	to	the	chief	
priests	and	Pharisees,	who	said	to	them,	“Why	did	
you	not	bring	him?”	46	The	officers	answered,	
“No	one	ever	spoke	like	this	man!”	
	
II.	The	Power	of	His	Gift	of	Faith	(v3-5a)	
A.	The	gift	of	faith.	
	
Hebrews	11:1	Now	faith	is	the	assurance	of	
things	hoped	for,	the	conviction	of	things	not	
seen.	
Ephesians	2:8	&	9	For	by	grace	you	have	been	
saved	through	faith.	And	this	is	not	your	own	



doing;	it	is	the	gift	of	God,	9	not	a	result	of	works,	
so	that	no	one	may	boast.	
2	Thessalonians	3:2	and	that	we	may	be	delivered	
from	wicked	and	evil	men.	For	not	all	have	faith.	
Galatians	5:22	&	23	But	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit	is	
love,	joy,	peace,	patience,	kindness,	goodness,	
faithfulness,	23	gentleness,	self-control;	against	
such	things	there	is	no	law.	
John	3:6–8	That	which	is	born	of	the	flesh	is	flesh,	
and	that	which	is	born	of	the	Spirit	is	spirit.	7	Do	
not	marvel	that	I	said	to	you,	‘You	must	be	born	
again.’	8	The	wind	blows	where	it	wishes,	and	you	
hear	its	sound,	but	you	do	not	know	where	it	
comes	from	or	where	it	goes.	So	it	is	with	
everyone	who	is	born	of	the	Spirit.”	
	
B.	The	exercise	of	faith.	
	
Hebrews	11:6	And	without	faith	it	is	impossible	
to	please	him,	for	whoever	would	draw	near	to	
God	must	believe	that	he	exists	and	that	he	
rewards	those	who	seek	him.	
James	2:18–20	But	someone	will	say,	“You	have	
faith	and	I	have	works.”	Show	me	your	faith	apart	
from	your	works,	and	I	will	show	you	my	faith	by	
my	works.	19	You	believe	that	God	is	one;	you	do	
well.	Even	the	demons	believe—and	shudder!	20	
Do	you	want	to	be	shown,	you	foolish	person,	that	
faith	apart	from	works	is	useless?	
	
C.	The	focus	of	faith.	
	
2	Peter	1:3	&	4	His	divine	power	has	granted	to	
us	all	things	that	pertain	to	life	and	godliness,	
through	the	knowledge	of	him	who	called	us	to	
his	own	glory	and	excellence,	4	by	which	he	has	
granted	to	us	his	precious	and	very	great	
promises,	so	that	through	them	you	may	become	
partakers	of	the	divine	nature,	having	escaped	
from	the	corruption	that	is	in	the	world	because	
of	sinful	desire.	
2	Corinthians	1:20	For	all	the	promises	of	God	
find	their	Yes	in	him.	That	is	why	it	is	through	
him	that	we	utter	our	Amen	to	God	for	his	glory.	
Daniel	11:32	He	shall	seduce	with	flattery	those	
who	violate	the	covenant,	but	the	people	who	
know	their	God	shall	stand	firm	and	take	action.	
	
D.	The	result	of	faith.	
	

Matthew	8:10	When	Jesus	heard	this,	he	
marveled	and	said	to	those	who	followed	him,	
“Truly,	I	tell	you,	with	no	one	in	Israel	have	I	
found	such	faith.	
2	Corinthians	12:9	&	10	But	he	said	to	me,	“My	
grace	is	sufficient	for	you,	for	my	power	is	made	
perfect	in	weakness.”	Therefore	I	will	boast	all	
the	more	gladly	of	my	weaknesses,	so	that	the	
power	of	Christ	may	rest	upon	me.	10	For	the	
sake	of	Christ,	then,	I	am	content	with	
weaknesses,	insults,	hardships,	persecutions,	and	
calamities.	For	when	I	am	weak,	then	I	am	strong.	
Revelation	12:10	&	11	And	I	heard	a	loud	voice	in	
heaven,	saying,	“Now	the	salvation	and	the	power	
and	the	kingdom	of	our	God	and	the	authority	of	
his	Christ	have	come,	for	the	accuser	of	our	
brothers	has	been	thrown	down,	who	accuses	
them	day	and	night	before	our	God.	11	And	they	
have	conquered	him	by	the	blood	of	the	Lamb	
and	by	the	word	of	their	testimony,	for	they	loved	
not	their	lives	even	unto	death.	
John	16:33	I	have	said	these	things	to	you,	that	in	
me	you	may	have	peace.	In	the	world	you	will	
have	tribulation.	But	take	heart;	I	have	overcome	
the	world.”	
	
III.	The	Power	To	Forgive	Sin	(v5b-11)	
A.	The	price	of	forgiveness.	
	
2	Corinthians	5:18–21	All	this	is	from	God,	who	
through	Christ	reconciled	us	to	himself	and	gave	
us	the	ministry	of	reconciliation;	19	that	is,	in	
Christ	God	was	reconciling	the	world	to	himself,	
not	counting	their	trespasses	against	them,	and	
entrusting	to	us	the	message	of	reconciliation.	20	
Therefore,	we	are	ambassadors	for	Christ,	God	
making	his	appeal	through	us.	We	implore	you	on	
behalf	of	Christ,	be	reconciled	to	God.	21	For	our	
sake	he	made	him	to	be	sin	who	knew	no	sin,	so	
that	in	him	we	might	become	the	righteousness	of	
God.	
1	John	4:10	In	this	is	love,	not	that	we	have	loved	
God	but	that	he	loved	us	and	sent	his	Son	to	be	
the	propitiation	for	our	sins.	
Galatians	3:13	Christ	redeemed	us	from	the	curse	
of	the	law	by	becoming	a	curse	for	us—for	it	is	
written,	“Cursed	is	everyone	who	is	hanged	on	a	
tree”—	
Romans	5:6–9	For	while	we	were	still	weak,	at	
the	right	time	Christ	died	for	the	ungodly.	7	For	
one	will	scarcely	die	for	a	righteous	person—



though	perhaps	for	a	good	person	one	would	dare	
even	to	die—	8	but	God	shows	his	love	for	us	in	
that	while	we	were	still	sinners,	Christ	died	for	
us.	9	Since,	therefore,	we	have	now	been	justified	
by	his	blood,	much	more	shall	we	be	saved	by	him	
from	the	wrath	of	God.	
	
B.	The	word	of	forgiveness.	
	
Exodus	34:7	keeping	steadfast	love	for	thousands,	
forgiving	iniquity	and	transgression	and	sin,	but	
who	will	by	no	means	clear	the	guilty,	visiting	the	
iniquity	of	the	fathers	on	the	children	and	the	
children’s	children,	to	the	third	and	the	fourth	
generation.”	
Psalm	32:1	&	2	Blessed	is	the	one	whose	
transgression	is	forgiven,	whose	sin	is	covered.	2	
Blessed	is	the	man	against	whom	the	Lord	counts	
no	iniquity,	and	in	whose	spirit	there	is	no	deceit.	
	
C.	The	assurance	of	forgiveness.	
	
1	Thessalonians	1:5	because	our	gospel	came	to	
you	not	only	in	word,	but	also	in	power	and	in	the	
Holy	Spirit	and	with	full	conviction.	You	know	
what	kind	of	men	we	proved	to	be	among	you	for	
your	sake.	
Hebrews	10:22–25	let	us	draw	near	with	a	true	
heart	in	full	assurance	of	faith,	with	our	hearts	
sprinkled	clean	from	an	evil	conscience	and	our	
bodies	washed	with	pure	water.	23	Let	us	hold	
fast	the	confession	of	our	hope	without	wavering,	
for	he	who	promised	is	faithful.	24	And	let	us	
consider	how	to	stir	up	one	another	to	love	and	
good	works,	25	not	neglecting	to	meet	together,	
as	is	the	habit	of	some,	but	encouraging	one	
another,	and	all	the	more	as	you	see	the	Day	
drawing	near.	
1	John	3:18	&	19	Little	children,	let	us	not	love	in	
word	or	talk	but	in	deed	and	in	truth.	19	By	this	
we	shall	know	that	we	are	of	the	truth	and	
reassure	our	heart	before	him;	
	
IV.	The	Power	To	Amaze	(v12)	
A.	The	power	of	the	word	of	Christ.	
	
John	3:3–8	Jesus	answered	him,	“Truly,	truly,	I	
say	to	you,	unless	one	is	born	again	he	cannot	see	
the	kingdom	of	God.”	4	Nicodemus	said	to	him,	
“How	can	a	man	be	born	when	he	is	old?	Can	he	
enter	a	second	time	into	his	mother’s	womb	and	

be	born?”	5	Jesus	answered,	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	
you,	unless	one	is	born	of	water	and	the	Spirit,	he	
cannot	enter	the	kingdom	of	God.	6	That	which	is	
born	of	the	flesh	is	flesh,	and	that	which	is	born	of	
the	Spirit	is	spirit.	7	Do	not	marvel	that	I	said	to	
you,	‘You	must	be	born	again.’	8	The	wind	blows	
where	it	wishes,	and	you	hear	its	sound,	but	you	
do	not	know	where	it	comes	from	or	where	it	
goes.	So	it	is	with	everyone	who	is	born	of	the	
Spirit.”	
Matthew	11:27	All	things	have	been	handed	over	
to	me	by	my	Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	Son	
except	the	Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	Father	
except	the	Son	and	anyone	to	whom	the	Son	
chooses	to	reveal	him.	
	
B.	The	power	to	heal.	
	
Luke	7:22	&	23	And	he	answered	them,	“Go	and	
tell	John	what	you	have	seen	and	heard:	the	blind	
receive	their	sight,	the	lame	walk,	lepers	are	
cleansed,	and	the	deaf	hear,	the	dead	are	raised	
up,	the	poor	have	good	news	preached	to	them.	
23	And	blessed	is	the	one	who	is	not	offended	by	
me.”	
	
C.	The	power	to	forgive.	
	
Acts	5:29–32	But	Peter	and	the	apostles	
answered,	“We	must	obey	God	rather	than	men.	
30	The	God	of	our	fathers	raised	Jesus,	whom	you	
killed	by	hanging	him	on	a	tree.	31	God	exalted	
him	at	his	right	hand	as	Leader	and	Savior,	to	give	
repentance	to	Israel	and	forgiveness	of	sins.	32	
And	we	are	witnesses	to	these	things,	and	so	is	
the	Holy	Spirit,	whom	God	has	given	to	those	who	
obey	him.”	
Acts	13:38	Let	it	be	known	to	you	therefore,	
brothers,	that	through	this	man	forgiveness	of	
sins	is	proclaimed	to	you,	
Acts	26:18	to	open	their	eyes,	so	that	they	may	
turn	from	darkness	to	light	and	from	the	power	of	
Satan	to	God,	that	they	may	receive	forgiveness	of	
sins	and	a	place	among	those	who	are	sanctified	
by	faith	in	me.’	
Ephesians	1:7	In	him	we	have	redemption	
through	his	blood,	the	forgiveness	of	our	
trespasses,	according	to	the	riches	of	his	grace,	
Colossians	1:14	in	whom	we	have	redemption,	
the	forgiveness	of	sins.	


