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We should continue to pray that God will send genuine revival. 

Revival: Spiritual reinvigoration from a state of stagnancy or lethargy. 

Awakening: A movement of God that produces repentance from sin and faith and trust in Jesus 

as Savior and Lord. 

Two Dangers:  

A. Knee-jerk rejection because “this doesn’t fit my preconceptions of how God 

works.” 

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! The God of 

our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a cross. God 

exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance 

and forgive their sins. We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God 

has given to those who obey him.” 

When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. But a Pharisee named 

Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin 

and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: 

“Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. Some time ago Theudas 

appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, 

all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. After him, Judas the Galilean 

appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all 

his followers were scattered. Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men 

alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is 

from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against 

God.” (Acts 5:29-39) 

 

Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served 

to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to 

everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. And because of my chains, most of the brothers and 

sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without 

fear. 

It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. The latter 

do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The former preach 

Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while 

I am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from 

false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. 

Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, (Philippians 1:12-18) 



 

B. Blind acceptance because of emotional experiences. 

For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And 

no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his 

servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions 

deserve. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15) 

 

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who 

goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. (John 15:26) 

 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 

because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the 

Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 

God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 

antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is 

greater than the one who is in the world. They are from the world and therefore speak from the 

viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God, and whoever knows 

God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize 

the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. (1 John 4:1-6) 

 

II. True revival, initiated and sustained by the Holy Spirit, will lead to genuine 

repentance. 

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

(Matthew 4:17) 

 

I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:32) 

As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; (Romans 3:10) 

 

He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the 

third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. (Luke 24:46-48) 

 

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 

proclaim to it the message I give you.” 

Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it 

took three days to go through it. Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, 

proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” The Ninevites believed God. 

A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 

When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal 

robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. This is the proclamation he 

issued in Nineveh: 

“By the decree of the king and his nobles: 



Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 

But let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. 

Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. Who knows? God may yet relent and 

with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.” 

When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not 

bring on them the destruction he had threatened. (Jonah 3:1-10) 

 

When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with 

fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. Many of those who believed now 

came and openly confessed what they had done. A number who had practiced sorcery brought 

their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, 

the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and 

grew in power. (Acts 19:17-20) 

 

III. Submission to the authority of Scripture will be a mark of true revival. 

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. (John 17:17) 

 

Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we 

will come to them and make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey 

my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

“All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 

you. (John 14:23-25) 

 

And He, when He comes, will convict the world regarding sin, and righteousness, and 

judgment… (John 16:8) 

 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) 

 

Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, 

or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, 

foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can 

be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any 

inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 

because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore do not be 

partners with them. 

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the 

fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the 

Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. It is 

shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. This is why it is said: 



“Wake up, sleeper, 

    rise from the dead, 

    and Christ will shine on you.” 

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every 

opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the 

Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 

Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make 

music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 5:1-20) 

 

Seven Aids to Revival in our own lives: 

1. Ask God to reveal any areas of sin that you need to be dealt with. 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. (John 1:9) 

 

2. Ask God to increase your sense of awe and wonder at His greatness and 

goodness. 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 

apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and 

possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the 

temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 

praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 

those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47) 

 

3. Ask God to stir your heart and revive your faith that you might worship Him 

more fervently, fully and freely. 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not 

conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 

you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

(Romans 12:1-2) 

 

“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now 

come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the 

kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit 

and in truth.” (John 4:21-24) 

 



4. Come with a prayerful sense of expectancy that God will speak through His 

Word asking that He would help you to grow in grace, knowledge and 

obedience. 

One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple 

cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 

(Acts 16:14) 

 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 

continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 

strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great 

endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share 

in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. (Colossians 1:9-12) 

 

5. Pray that God would make you a light for Christ and give you divine 

appointments to glorify His name. 

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed 

him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused 

him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already 

chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living 

and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” (Acts 10:39-43) 

 

6. Pray that God would send a great awakening, especially among political leaders 

and academics. 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 

people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 

godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be 

saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between 

God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has 

now been witnessed to at the proper time. (1 Timothy 2:1-6) 

 

7. Pray that God would revive our brothers and sisters in Christ in these same 

ways. 

Will you not revive us again, 

    that your people may rejoice in you? 

Show us your unfailing love, LORD, 

    and grant us your salvation. 



I will listen to what God the LORD says; 

    he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants— 

    but let them not turn to folly. 

Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 

    that his glory may dwell in our land. 

Love and faithfulness meet together; 

    righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 

    and righteousness looks down from heaven. 

The LORD will indeed give what is good, 

    and our land will yield its harvest. 

Righteousness goes before him 

    and prepares the way for his steps. (Psalm 85:6-13) 

 

 

 


