
The Church of Sardis: What’s in a Name?
Revelation 3:1-6
 
What does the Lord want us to learn from His message to this church?
 
We come to the 5th church of seven in Asia Minor – the Church of Sardis.  Here we see a church
in such declension that the Lord Jesus describes it as “dead”.  At one time, it was a bright and
burning witness, but now the life had nearly drained away entirely.  But, blinded by hypocrisy,
the church worked to keep up outward appearances, rather than turning to the Lord.
 
Still, there is hope if the professing Christians in Sardis will wake up and repent.  All the while,
there is a small minority of true-hearted disciples in this church, and the Lord has great words of
comfort and hope for them.  
 
:1-3 – A Warning to Professors

• :1 The problem identified
- a “name” among men

• :2-3 The call to repentance
- “watchful”
- “Remember therefore how”
- the consequence to ignoring the call: “as a thief”

:4-5 – Comfort for Possessors
• “a few names” before God
• Promises:

1. White garments
2. The Book of Life
3. Confession of your name before God the Father

:6 – The Universal Call
• “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”




