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Just before John "Amazing Grace” Newton (1725-1807) was unable to preach any
longer because of failing mind and strength, that gloriously converted slave ship
captain was preaching one of his final sermons.

His eyesight was nearly gone and his memory was fast declining so an assistant
would stand in the pulpit to help him preach his sermon.

On his last Sunday, Newton was reading from | Peter 2:7.

e 1 Peter 2:7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are
disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief
cornerstone, ”

Looking up and starting his sermon, Pastor John Newton twice repeated the words,
“Jesus Christ is precious.” Quietly his helper whispered to Newton “You have already
said that twice,” and then just as quietly whispered to Newton, “go on.” To which
Newton is reported to have roared loudly from the pulpit “I said that twice, and | am
going to say it again”. Then the rafters reverberated as the old preacher shouted
with all of his failing strength, "JESUS CHRIST IS PRECIOUS!”

It was from this final stretch of the race John Newton had run for Christ that we gain
this wonderful hymn on the precious Christ we with him so love and adore. Let me
share those words for you this evening. It is titled—

HOW SWEET THE NAME OF JESUS SOUNDS

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believer's ear! It soothes his sorrows,
heals his wounds, and drives away his fear.

It makes the wounded spirit whole and calms the troubled breast; "tis manna to the
hungry soul and to the weary rest.

Dear name! the Rock on which I build, my Shield and Hiding place, my never failing
Treasury filled with boundless stores of grace.

Jesus! my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, my Prophet, Priest and King, my Lord, my Life,
my Way, my End, accept the praise I bring.

Weak is the effort of my heart, and cold my warmest thought; but when | see Thee
as Thou art I'll praise Thee as | ought. Till then I would Thy love proclaim with ev'ry
fleeting breath; and may the music of Thy name refresh my soul in death.[1]

One of the important activities we need for our spiritual growth and maturity is to
spend time daily in quiet meditation and communion with our Lord. Although Bible
reading and prayer are absolutely necessary, it is still possible to engage in these
pursuits without ever experiencing real communion with Christ Himself. We must
learn to say —

Once His gifts | wanted, now the Giver own;
Once | sought for blessing, now Himself alone!
—A. B. Simpson

So as we open our New Testaments we find that Christ's coming was first presented
as the comina of a human. the Son of Man. encompassina all of mankind in our needy
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condition, weaknesses and frailties—yet of course He comes always without sin. In i
Matthew chapter one, verses 21 and 23 we are presented with the greatest truth
we will ever be confronted with.

e Matthew 1:21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for
He will save His people from their sins.” 23 "Behold, the virgin shall be with child,
and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, "God
with us.”

The greatest truth of Christianity is--that the instant of our salvation, when our sins
were forgiven instantly by the gracious work of Christ on the cross-—-we got all of
God! The One who saves us is God with us! We have all of God in the person of
Christ who dwells in us!

The second greatest truth is that the God who came to be with us—forgives sin!
KNOWING GOD WITH US TODAY

The blessing of God with us started at Christmas, but triumphed at the cross and
empty tomb. After Resurrection Day Jesus said now | am with you always (Matthew
28:20). That means that the greatest blessing of Immanuel is how Jesus is now
available anywhere, anytime, and to anyone.

To help us see what Jesus wants to do as God with us today, we have the New
Testament record. If we just limit our examination to one event in each of the
chapters in the gospel by John we can understand how Jesus was meeting people
right where they were —just as He wants to do right here in our lives today:

o Watching Nathaniel sit and think under a tree, Jesus answered his questions (1:46-49).
The Lesson: You can bring all your questions about the future to Jesus.

e Attending a wedding, Jesus rescued the servants when the wine ran out (2:9). The
Lesson: You can bring your emergencies big or small to Jesus.

e Waiting up, Jesus explained salvation to Nicodemus when he slipped to Christ’s side in
the dark (3:2). The Lesson: You can bring your spiritual struggles, even your
doubts about salvation, to Jesus.

e Sitting on the well, Jesus revealed His true identity to a seeking woman overflowing
with sins (4:18-19). The Lesson: You can bring your sins past, present, and
future to Jesus.

e Approaching the paralytic lying on the ground, Jesus healed him when he was hopeless
and helpless (5:6). The Lesson: You can bring your limitations, weaknesses,
besetting sins and all to Jesus.

e Coming across the waves to a storm-tossed boat, Jesus quieted the fearful disciples
(6:17-19). The Lesson: You can bring all your fears to Jesus.

e Crying out for anyone who thirsts to come to Him, Jesus promised to give “rivers of
living water” (7:37-38). The Lesson: You can bring your longings to Jesus and
find in Him complete satisfaction.

Ended

e Looking into the heart of the adulterous woman who stood stained by her sins, Jesus
showed her mercy and forgiveness (8:3-11). The Lesson: You can bring your
deepest stains to Jesus.

e Finding the blind man in his darkness, Jesus opened his eyes (9:6-7). The Lesson: You
can bring your confusing times to Jesus.

e Opening the door to a safe and secure home for lost sheep, Jesus offered safe pasture
(10:9). The Lesson: You can bring your longing for security to Jesus.

e Defeating death and its hopelessness at the grave of Lazarus, Jesus offered new life
(11:25-27). The Lesson: You can bring your fears about death to Jesus.

e Accepting the worship of Mary who loved Him so, Jesus received it as a sweet
fragrance (12:3-8). The Lesson: You can bring your love and pour it out upon
Jesus.

e Confronting His disciples with their dirty feet and hearts filled with pride, Jesus washed
away their sin (13:5-15). The Lesson: You can bring your besetting sins to Jesus
for His cleansing.

e Assuring His disciples when they had troubled hearts, Jesus promised that they had a
future mansion with Him in heaven (14:1-6). The Lesson: You can bring your future
to Jesus.

e Coming close to prune away unprofitable parts when lives were fruitless, Jesus caused
that pruning to bear fruit (15:2). The Lesson: You can bring all of your life to
Jesus.

e Promising to convict when hearts were sinful, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to keep His
children on track spiritually (16:7-9). The Lesson: You can bring your secrets to
Jesus.

e Praying for sanctification by the truth of His Word, Jesus promised to open His
children’s understanding of the Scriptures (17:17). The Lesson: You can bring your
need for life changing Bible-study times to Jesus.

e Watching over His disciples in their darkest hour, Jesus looked out for them in spite of
their weakness in the garden (18:8). The Lesson: You can bring your times of
weakness to Jesus.

e Caring for His mother even as He died, Jesus set an example of the importance of
family (19:25-27). The Lesson: You can bring your family and each individual
need and entrust them to Jesus.

e Finding Thomas in his doubt and bringing him to faith, Jesus lovingly reassured him
(20:25-29). The Lesson: You can bring your doubts no matter how dark,
painful, and embarrassing to Jesus.

e Standing on the shore when Peter needed restoration, Jesus lovingly inspired Peter to
greater service for Christ (21:15-18). The Lesson: You can bring your failures
whether public or private to Jesus.

I encourage you to go back through the above list and pause on the bold action
statement at the end of each point. Think about what Christ wants to do in your life
personally.

It can help cement these truths in your mind if you say each of them out loud:

e "l want to bring my questions to You, Jesus;
e I want to bring my emergencies to You, Jesus;
e | want to bring my struggles to You, Jesus”; and so forth.
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Do you see the power of personalizing Christ’s presence in your life today? Believe
that He is just as near to you, and ask for His help!

The greatest truth of Christianity is--that the instant of our salvation, when our sins
were forgiven instantly by the gracious work of Christ on the cross--we got all of
God! The One who saves us is God with us! We have all of God in the person of
Christ who dwells in us!

The blessing of God with us started at Christmas, but triumphed at the cross and
empty tomb. After Resurrection Day Jesus said now | am with you always (Matthew
28:20). The greatest blessing of Immanuel is how Jesus is now available anywhere,
anytime, and to anyone.

Therefore, any sin can be forgiven; any doubt can be overcome; any sadness can be
comforted; any disappointment can be stopped; any fearfulness can be arrested; any
loneliness can be ended; and any defilement can be cleansed.

So think about Christ being constantly available within you to help your fears,
doubts, pains, and temptations. He is only a prayer away—so call upon Him!

If you fear your past, hate your sin, long to have some deep dark stain removed,

some painful memory healed, some horrible guilt forever banished —Jesus has His
gates open wide. His Door is unlocked and He stands with open arms to believers
and unbelievers alike this very moment.

There is no sin He can't forgive; there is no stain He can’t remove; there is no failure
He can’t forget. Remember this week these words from Christ's lips:

e Mark 1:40-45 Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and
saying to Him, "If You are willing, You can make me clean.” 41 Then Jesus, moved with
compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, "I am willing; be
cleansed. ” 42 As soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy left him, and he was
cleansed.

Tonight let us worship him. Those hands that touched lepers with the touch of
acceptance, love and healing we worship you oh Lamb of God who came to us in our
pits of sin and rescued us. Those hands that gave sight to blind and sightless eyes
we worship you oh Savior who opened our eyes that we may see You. Those hands
that touched cold and lifeless ones and brought them to life, we worship you oh
Redeemer who touched our cold and lifeless hearts and diffused quickening life giving
grace that we might become Your sons and daughters.

This week explore that Name above every Name, the Name of Jesus we will travel to
the Gospel by Mark. Matthew tells us that God in human flesh will be called Jesus,
and that this is because He will be the One who will forgive His people from their
sins. Now let’s follow Christ's ministry in the Gospel that has the most recorded
events; shortest in volume but longest in the number of different events that are

chronicled. Mark has of the 250 events that are commonly listed as the events in
Christ's life. More than any other Gospel Mark through Peter’s eyes shows us Christ
in action.

So in the most complete record of all that Christ Jesus our Lord said and did—what is
the FIRST person that Jesus is seen dealing with? Like the significance of the first
dollar in a retail business, like the first product manufactured in a plant, or the first
piece of art from and artist, or the first edition of a book; all are precious and often
significant. So Jesus who was in the business of seeking and saving lost people —
who does He choose to show us as His first target of ministry? The answer is in Mark
1: 40-45.

This is Christ's first meeting with an individual in Mark’s Gospel. All other events have
been with groups. This meeting is captured because it is the most beautiful reminder
of how Jesus cleanses us completely as individuals. This evening we see Jesus as the
perfect refuge for this unclean leper.

Physically, leprosy is awful. Leprosy was the scourge of the ancient world. Nothing
evoked more fear, more dread, or more revulsion than the sight of these walking
dead. That is what a leper was called, a walking dead man. The smell of his decaying
flesh would announce his coming long before the tattered scraps of his clothing
would be seen, or his raspy "Unclean! Unclean!" announcement he was required to
declare, could be heard. The stumbling shuffle of toeless feet, the wandering of
sightless eyes and the moan of a cheek less mouth, all pointed to Leprosy, this
unseen attacker that slowly destroyed human bodies, and made the individual an
untouchable to society. [2]PT

Spiritually, leprosy is a vivid and graphic picture of the horrible power of sin. Sin is
ugly, loathsome, incurable, and contaminating; it separates men from God and makes
them outcasts. The instructions given to the priests in Leviticus 13 help us
understand the nature of sin:

1. Sin is inside us, deeper than the skin (Lev. 13:3) and cannot be helped by mere

“surface” measures (see Jer. 6:14);

sin also spreads just like leprosy (Lev. 13:8);

sin always defiles (Lev. 13:45-46). People with leprosy were looked on as

“dead” (Num. 12:12).

4. Because of his defilement, a leprous person had to be isolated outside the camp (Lev.
13:46) so lost sinners one day will be isolated in hell;

5. And just as leprous garments are fit only for the fire (Lev. 13:52, 57), so those who die
clothed in sin will burn forever. How important it is for lost sinners to trust Jesus Christ
and get rid of their “leprosy”![3]

wn

The steps in the leper’s cleansing and restoration (in Leviticus 14) picture to us what
Jesus Christ has done for sinners. Please turn there with me.

The Priest had to seek out the leper (v. 3). Jesus seeks the Lost.
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e Leviticus 14:3 And the priest shall go out of the camp, and the priest shall examine
him; and indeed, if the leprosy is healed in the leper,

Of course, the leper was barred from coming into the camp, so the priest had to go
“outside the camp” to him. What a picture of Christ who came to us and died
“outside the camp” that we might be saved (Heb. 13:10-13). We did not seek Him;
He came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10). In the case of the Jewish leper,
the priest went out to investigate and determine if indeed the victim was healed; but
Jesus comes to us that He might heal us of the sickness of sin.

The Leper needed a Substitute to take away His uncleanness (vv. 4-7a). Jesus
died for sinners.

e Leviticus 14:4-7a then the priest shall command to take for him who is to be cleansed
two living and clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop. 5 And the priest shall
command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over running water. 6 As
for the living bird, he shall take it, the cedar wood and the scarlet and the hyssop, and
dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the running
water. 7 And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed from the
leprosy,

This ceremony is a beautiful picture of the work of Christ. The priest took one of the
birds and placed it in an earthen vessel (clay jar), and then he killed it. Christ willingly
left heaven and took upon Himself a body, put Himself, as it were, in an earthen
vessel, that He might die for us. The priest then took the living bird, dipped it in the
blood of the dead bird, and set it free. Here is a vivid illustration of Christ’s
resurrection. Christ died for our sins and was raised again, and He took the blood
(spiritually speaking) back to heaven that we might be cleansed from sin. The priest
finally sprinkled some of the blood on the leper, for “without shedding of blood there
is no remission” (Heb. 9:22, nkjv).

The Leper had to Believe the Word (vv. 7b). Jesus asks us to come.

Leviticus 14:7b and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose in the
open field.

After years of exclusion and separation because of his uncleanness, the priest told
the leper he was clean. Even if he didn't feel clean, he had to respond by faith. How
did the victim know he was clean? The priest told him so! How do believers today
know that God has saved us? He tells us so in His Word! No matter how the leper felt
or what he looked like, God said he was clean, and that settled it. Listen to Christ's
words, let them sink into your soul:

e Mark 2:5 When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are
forgiven you.”

e Luke 7:47 Therefore | say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she
loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.”

e John 8:11 She said, "No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, "Neither do | condemn you;
go and sin no more.”

e John 8:32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

The Leper had to respond with OBEDIENCE (v. 8-9). Jesus cleanses completely.

e Leviticus 14:8-9 He who is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes, shave off all his hair,
and wash himself in water, that he may be clean. After that he shall come into the
camp, and shall stay outside his tent seven days. 9 But on the seventh day he shall
shave all the hair off his head and his beard and his eyebrows—all his hair he shall
shave off. He shall wash his clothes and wash his body in water, and he shall be clean.

This washing is a picture of the believer cleansing himself from filthiness of the flesh
and spirit (2 Cor. 7:1). After we have been saved, it is our responsibility to keep our
lives blameless and holy for His sake. Perhaps Paul had Leviticus 14 in mind when he
compared the new life in Christ to a change of clothes (Col. 3:1-14).

The Leper is given Consecration to Newness of Life (vv. 10, 14-17). Jesus offers
us a new beginning once and for all and every new day!

e Leviticus 14:10, 14-17 "And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without
blemish, one ewe lamb of the first year without blemish, three-tenths of an ephah of
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering, and one log of oil. 14 The priest shall take
some of the blood of the trespass offering, and the priest shall put it on the tip of the
right ear [a picture of hearing God's Word] of him who is to be cleansed, on the
thumb of his right hand [a picture of doing God's Work], and on the big toe of his
right foot [a picture of walking God's Way]. 15 And the priest shall take some of the
log of oil, and pour it into the palm of his own left hand [note that the oil (emblem of
the Holy Spirit) comes after the blood (emblem of salvation]. 16 Then the priest shall
dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle some of the oil
with his finger seven times before the Lord. 17 And of the rest of the oil in his hand,
the priest shall put some on the tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, on the
thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, on the blood of the
trespass offering.

It's now the eighth day since the priest first visited the leper, and eight is the number
of the new beginning. This is a touching part of the ritual. The priest took the blood
and applied it to the right ear, the right thumb, and the right great toe of the man,
symbolizing that his whole body had now been purchased and belonged to God. He
was to listen to God’s Word, work for God’s glory, and walk in God’s ways. Then the
priest put the oil on the blood, symbolizing the power of the Spirit of God for the
doing of God's will.

The blood could not be put on the oil; the oil had to be put on the blood. For where
the blood has been applied, the Spirit of God can work. The rest of the oil was
poured on the man’s head, and thus, he was anointed for his new life. If you will
read Lev. 8:22-24, you will see that a similar ceremony was performed for the
consecration of the priests. In other words, God treated the leper as he would a
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priest.
Back to Mark one, and note the incredible details of Christ's cleansing of this man.

The lepers, or the walking dead were so feared that they were driven to live outside
of civilization. No family would be allowed to stay in touch with their loved one once
that oozing, green sore was detected. With pitiful wails like a funeral, the dirge of the
farewell to the precious husband, father, son, daughter, mother, grandfather, or
grand mother would swell from the tear filled faces of the ones never to see their
loved one again. Off went the walking dead leper to the dark, pain-filled world of
exclusion, hatred, bitterness, and loneliness. Marked for life as a communicable
bearer of the most dreaded, incurable blights ever known. Doomed to be treated like
an enemy for the rest of your life. Welcome to the Leper's World, the World of the
Walking dead.

But then came Jesus. Mark used his favorite word in our passage we will read this
morning. When the untouchable is touched by Jesus, note (v. 42), “Immediately the
leprosy left him and he was cured.”

Coming by Seeking

“The sinner is in a plight more miserable than the leper; let him imitate his example
and go to Jesus, “beseeching him and kneeling down to him.” Let him exercise what
little faith he has, even though it should go no further than “Lord, if thou wilt, thou
canst make me clean”; and there need be no doubt as to the result of the
application.

Jesus heals all who come, and casts out none.

Jesus touched the leper. This unclean person had broken through the regulations of
the ceremonial law and pressed into the house, but Jesus so far from chiding him
broke through the law himself in order to meet him. He made an interchange with the
leper, for while he cleansed him, he contracted by that touch a Levitical defilement.
Even so Jesus Christ was made sin for us, although in himself he knew no sin, that
we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

That hand which multiplied the loaves, which saved sinking Peter, which upholds
afflicted saints, which crowns believers, that same hand will touch every seeking
sinner, and in a moment make him clean. The love of Jesus is the source of salvation.
He loves, he looks, he touches us, we live.” [4]

This man knew that Jesus was able to heal him, but he was not sure the Master was
willing to heal him. Lost sinners today have the same unnecessary concern, for God
has made it abundantly clear that He is not willing that sinners perish (2 Peter 3:9)
and that He is willing that all men be saved (1 Tim. 2:4). Anyone who has never
trusted the Savior is spiritually in worse shape than this man was physically.

When Jesus touched the leper, He contracted the leper’s defilement; but He also
conveyed His health! Is this not what He did for us on the cross when He was made
sin for us? (2 Cor. 5:21) The leper did not question His ability to heal; he only
wondered if He were willing. Certainly God is willing to save! He is “"God our Savior,
who will have all men to be saved” (1 Tim. 2:3-4). God is “not willing that any should
perish” (2 Peter 3:9).

With that touch Jesus answered for all time the doubts of those who wonder if God
really cares. Jesus not only met the physical need. He understood the loneliness this
man must have experienced, and with His touch dealt directly with that inner pain. If
you've ever been lonely, ever felt rejected or unloved, you know what that touch
must have meant. Jesus’ touch was not needed to heal the leprosy, but it was
necessary to meet this man’s deep, inner need for love. Jesus touched him. As He
yearns to touch all.

The reason we are studying this passage today is to see what Jesus Christ can do
for you, for anyone in an instant, in a split second of belief. The healing of Christ in
salvation from sin is instantaneous and complete (“the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies
us from every sin).”

ImagineTP[5]PT what happened to that leper who was touched by Jesus. His feet—
toeless, ulcerated stubs—were suddenly whole, bursting his shrunken sandals.

The knobs on his hands grew fingers before his very eyes. Back came his hair,
eyebrows, eyelashes. Under his hair were ears and before him a nose! His skin was
supple and soft.

Can you hear a thundering roar from the multitude?

Can you hear the man crying not, “Unclean! Unclean!,” but, "I'm clean! I'm clean!”
Shackled by a heavy burden, neath a load of guilt and shame,

Then the hand of Jesus touched me, and now | am no longer the same.

He touched me, Oh He touched me, and Oh the joy that floods my souls,
Something happened and now I know, He touched me and made me whole!

Today if in your sin you are fleeing—flee to Jesus, the safest and nearest refuge for
the unclean.

To rest any troubled minds who may fear that they have somehow committed this sin
which can never be forgiven - on the basis of Christ's words in Mark 3.28. Rest your
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finger there on those words, allow your eyes to follow along - hear the voice of
Jesus speaking. Let Him assure you this morning!

e The unpardonable sin is not taking God the Father, God the Son or even God the Holy
Spirit’'s Name is vain. “Assuredly | say to you - all sins will be forgiven...”

e The unpardonable sin is not any form of sexual sin — no matter how vile - not adultery,
not perversion. “Assuredly I say to you - all sins will be forgiven...”

e The unpardonable sin is not any form of murder, even the most heinous forms.
“Assuredly I say to you - all sins will be forgiven...”

Jesus always offered only one way out of sin. Sorrowful admission of guilt, and
humble requests for mercy. Confession and Forgiveness. Belief and repentance.

If you realize that the leprosy of sin has infected your person, then you have no
doubt that you are a sinner.

If you believe that, there is no reason why you should not go immediately to Him. He
has compassion, He will actually touch the leprosy of your sin, and you will be
immediately healed!

Have you humbled yourself to say, "I know You are willing, make me clean”? If not
yet, then why not this morning, why not do it now?

If you fear your past, hate your sin, long to have some deep dark stain removed,

some painful memory healed, some horrible guilt forever banished —Jesus has His
gates open wide. His Door is unlocked and He stands with open arms to believers
and unbelievers alike this very moment.

There is a relevant application to all this. We will never affect others as Christ did
unless there is contact and identification. We have to be willing to take the hand of
those whom we would help.

Sometimes a touch, caring involvement, will do a thousand times more than our
theology. This is what all churches need to do. We are great in theory. We are careful
about our doctrine.

But we need to lay our hand on some rotting flesh in our neighborhood, in the
executive towers where we work, in the city slums. We cannot expect this to be only
the job of missionaries because a church which does not regularly place its hand on
the rotting humanity around it will not be sending missionaries to do so either.

[1] Adapted from the song history on this song by Osbeck, Kenneth W., Amazing
Grace—366 Inspiring Hymn Stories for Daily Devotions, (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel
Publications) 1997.

TP[2]PT Drawn from the Mark series message 17 preached on 00611AM.

[3]Wiersbe, Warren W., The Bible Exposition Commentary, (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books)
1997.

[4] Spurgeon, Charles H., Morning and Evening, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research
Systems, Inc.) 1995.

TP[5]PT Drawn from Hughes, R. Kent, Preaching the Word: Mark—Jesus, Servant and
Savior, (Westchester, IL: Crossway Books) 1997.
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