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Overcome Evil With Good

John 15:18-21

Prayer:  Lord, we just again thank you for how precious the blood 

of Jesus is.  And Father, this is the reason why we  can come before 

you today, this is the reason that we celebrate and  thank you for 

what the gift the cross is to us.  And Lord, this m orning, again at 

this communion service we are going to open up your  book and we're 

going to again look into it and we want to grow in our knowledge 

and understanding of what it is you've done for us,  and so I pray 

that you would give us the presence of your Holy Sp irit, that we 

might again by that power in your spirit understand  and make a 

permanent part of our lives what you have for us he re.  And I pray 

this in Jesus' name.  Amen.   

Well, as I say each month, this is the day that we remember Jesus 

Christ and his cross.  And Jesus on the night befor e he died, he 

met with his disciples for the last time and he sha red a Passover 

supper with them that we record in Matthew 26:26.  It says:  Now as 

they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after bless ing it, broke it 

and gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat;  this is my 



body."  And he took a cup, and when he had given th anks he gave it 

to them, saying, "Drink of it, all of you, for this  is my blood of 

the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 

sins.  I tell you I will not drink again of this fr uit of the vine 

until that day when I drink it new with you in my F ather's 

kingdom."   And Jesus took bread and he took wine and he offe red 

them up as symbols of his flesh and his blood and t hen he asked the 

disciples to eat the bread and drink the cup in ord er to 

symbolically eat his flesh and drink his blood.  An d then he asked 

them to repeat the remembrance of this sacrifice on  a regular 

basis, and this is what we do, and this is what we call the Lord's 

table.  And we celebrate it once a month by meditat ing on what it 

is the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us by examini ng ourselves, 

asking God's Holy Spirit to convict us of sin, by c onfessing our 

sins and by participating in the elements.  John 6:53  says:  So 

Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, un less you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you ha ve no life in 

you."   

And if you've been following, we're in the life of Jesus and we 

made it to the 15th chapter which opens up with a l engthy story 

about the vine and the branches, and Jesus made it clear that we 

are here to glorify God by bearing fruit on those b ranches.  And 

the fruit that we are to bear he again makes clear in Galatians 
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5:22 .  It says:  The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentlen ess, self-

control; against such things there is no law.   Now I said last 

time, I said, well, really, I mean, who wouldn't wa nt those kind of 

characteristics for themselves, I mean, they really  are what 

defines an attractive person.  But I also pointed o ut that there's 

a big difference between the fruit of the Spirit th at Jesus is 

talking about and just being patient or kind or gen tle, and the 

difference is that the fruit that Christ is speakin g of always 

relates back to himself.  And what Jesus is telling  us is that we 

are here on earth as branches connected to him and we are charged 

with the task of reproducing in ourselves by the po wer of God's 

Holy Spirit the very essence of who Jesus Christ is .  What Jesus is 

looking for to see reproduced in you and me is the love of Christ, 

is the joy of Christ, is the peace, the patience, t he kindness and 

all the other characteristics of Christ because alt ogether, all of 

those fruits represent the loveliness of Jesus Chri st.  And the 

fruit of the Spirit is the living embodiment of the  loveliness of 

Jesus, and God is determined to grow that fruit in you and me.  And 

what I want to look at this morning is the reaction  that we can 

expect when we grow and when we display this fruit.   Jesus says in 

John 15:16-19 , he says:  "You did not choose me, but I chose you 

and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit  and that your 

fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Fa ther in my name, 
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he may give it to you.  These things I command you,  so that you 

will love one another."   So far so good, but then Christ turns a 

corner and he says in the next verse, verse 18, he says:  "If the 

world hates you, know that it has hated me before i t hated you.  If 

you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but 

because you are not of the world, but I chose you o ut of the world, 

therefore the world hates you."   Here's what God is saying that 

sounds so counterintuitive and what he's saying is to the extent 

that you display the fruit of the Spirit, to the ex tent that you 

display these wonderful characteristics of Christ t hat made him the 

loveliest person to ever walk the face of the earth , to the extent 

that you express his loveliness, you will be hated.   I mean there's 

a reason why 2 Timothy 3  says:  All who desire to live a godly life 

in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.   And I speak about this all the 

time, the reason for it is that there is a war, and  it's a war 

going on in the spirit world, it's a war that's bee n going on 

literally for eons.  And Revelation 12 actually say s that there was 

a war in heaven and that the good guys won and the bad guy lost and 

he was thrown out of heaven and he landed right her e on this very 

planet that we live on.  And ever since that moment , these two 

kingdoms have been at war and the two combatants ar e the kingdom of 

God and what is known as the world, and they're dia metrically 

opposed to one another.  And the ruler of the kingd om of God is 

obviously the Lord Jesus Christ; the ruler of the k ingdom of this 
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world is Satan.  Jesus even referred to him as the ruler of this 

world in John 14:30, he said:  "I will no longer talk with you, for 

the ruler of this world is coming.  He has no claim  on me."   

Now those who are in the kingdom of the world are t here by default, 

they're there basically by birth.  They are sons an d daughters of 

Adam who are born into a fallen world with a fallen  nature bent 

already toward the kingdom of this world.  And beca use they are 

born this way, they don't really have a sense that they've entered 

into this kingdom.  Being of the world is as natura l to the 

citizens of this world as is breathing.  In fact, i f you were to 

suggest to the citizens of this world that there's a war going on 

right now and that they stand in opposition to anot her kingdom, the 

kingdom of God, they probably look at you like you had two heads.  

I mean, they don't see and they don't see because t hey can't see.  

2 Corinthians 4  says:  In their case the god of this world has 

blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

God.   

Now on the other hand, the kingdom of God is compri sed of people 

who've been given the privilege of opened eyes and opened ears 

because God has chosen them before the very foundat ions of time to 

bring honor and glory to himself.  And those who ar e in this 
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kingdom, the kingdom of God understand that they ar e there by grace 

alone and not by anything in their conduct that mad e them worthy of 

this honor, made them worthy somehow of God.  God r efers to the 

difference between these two kingdoms as the differ ence between 

darkness and light.  And in 2 Corinthians that vers e that we just 

looked at, God basically said that the enemy is act ively working to 

blind the eyes of unbelievers so that they do not s ee the light of 

the gospel.  That's where we all were before we wer e saved and 

that's why Jesus said to us that he has come to bri ng sight to the 

blind.  You see, it is a grave error to think that the battle is so 

easily identifiable as the comic books would have y ou think, that 

this battle between good and evil is basically Batm an versus the 

Joker or Riddler; it 's just not that simple.  The k ingdom of this 

world is far more subtle than that.  You know, it 's  been accurately 

said that the battle of the ages has never been cas t as a battle 

between good and evil; it 's always cast as a battle  between 

different ideas of what is good.  I mean you think about it, Hitler 

did not think that he was evil.  Hitler thought tha t kill ing Jews 

was a good thing, a moral thing, and that's precise ly how the enemy 

works and that's how the kingdom of this world succ essfully blinds 

its citizens.  See, the kingdom of this world repre sents everything 

about life on this planet minus God.  You have to r emember that the 

ruler of this world started a war over jealousy abo ut worship and 

that he craves worship more than anything and he is  setting about 
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the task of obtaining that worship.  But he's got a  problem.  You 

see, the market for all things that are good and tr ue and right and 

noble is already taken up.  It 's already owned by t he God who is 

good and true and right and noble.  The enemy is le ft to contend 

with whatever is left and everything that is left i s evil and 

untrue but it 's been repackaged as good and true.  That's why God 

says in Isaiah 5:20:  Woe to those who call evil good and g ood 

evil, who put darkness for light and light for dark ness, who put 

bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.  You see, everything that 

you experience in this life is filtered through tha t basic grid, 

and whether you're in school, whether you are at wo rk, whether 

you're with your family, you will find that the pre ssures in life 

are never directed at this flat out dichotomy where  people can say, 

oh, that's good and that's bad, that's good and tha t's evil.  I 

wish it was like a fairy tail 'cause at least in fa iry tales you 

knew who the good guys and the bad guys are; but in  this world, you 

have systems all around you designed to force God o ut, designed to 

flip good and evil upside down, designed to celebra te a Godless 

existence without you having the slightest idea tha t that is 

exactly what is going on.  And that's the world's s ystem.  And what 

we have in our text this morning is Jesus warning u s that if you 

buck that system, you will pay a price.  What he's saying is don't 

expect to find evil-looking people dressed in black  shouting that 

there is no God.  Instead expect to find sweet and loving and 
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caring people teaching your kids that you came from  nothing, that 

you arrived here by virtue of absolute chance and t hat when you 

die, you simply become fertilizer.  See, that's the  truth of God's 

creation flipped upside down.  That's how this worl d works.  And 

here's where the hate comes from.  You're not allow ed to disagree 

with this world.  I mean, if you buck the world's i dea of creation, 

you instantly become a knuckle-dragging, anti-scien ce Neanderthal.  

You all know it.  You know what that's like.  That' s because Jesus 

says, If the world hates you, know that it has hate d him before it 

hated you.  

You see, you cannot step on what this world holds s acred without 

paying a price.  And the same goes for marriage.  I  mean, the world 

now presents its view as the new normal.  And again , you don't have 

people officiating in some kind of pagan, demonic c eremonies that 

look like they came out of some Hollywood horror mo vie set.  

Instead what you have is a sweet, caring, soft-spok en minister 

officiating at a same-sex wedding that shouts out t o God that his 

original plan that a man should leave his father an d mother and 

hold fast to his wife and the two shall become one flesh, that that 

plan, that's no longer relevant, that's no longer r eal.  And the 

person officiating may be the sweetest, kindest and  most loving 

person thinking that they are simply spreading kind ness, but 

they're not.  That's the nature of darkness, it ent raps those 
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within it.  Again:  Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, 

who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter 

for sweet and sweet for bitter.  And so we say woe to them but woe 

also to their victims.  You see, buck the system an d be prepared to 

have the world tell you that you are now a hater, t hat you are 

someone who now denies, enjoys denying somebody els e the right to 

love whomever he or she wants, and be further prepa red to have the 

so-called Christian community join in that as well and to tell you 

that and there's a reason for that.  The reason is:   If the world 

hates you, know that it hated him before it hated y ou.  And 

understand something here, understand that you don' t quickly arrive 

at a situation where good and evil look so similar that you can 

readily swap one for the other, and most people won 't even know it.  

You see, the world is far more clever than to be op en and blatant 

about its warfare with the kingdom of God.  And so it is with 

another cherished position in the world and that is  the position of 

child sacrifice.  You know, if you've ever watched any of the 

debates around abortion, you'll notice one thing ab out it and that 

is the word "abortion" itself is verboten.  You wil l never hear 

that word or almost never.  And the only word you'l l ever hear 

associated with the word "abortion" is the word "ch oice."  Just 

think about it now.  When you hear the word "choice ," what do you 

think of?  It's not what you thought of ten years a go, I guarantee 

you that.  It 's the classic example of how the worl d works.  You 
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see, we had a march last week and we had a debate t hat goes on 

during that march and about that march, and part of  it has to do 

with the debate that surrounds this ultimate act of  war which is 

the taking of human life, and the debate centers po intlessly and 

endlessly around this word.  And this march that to ok place just a 

few weeks back had 500,000 people marching, and one  of the primary 

reasons that they were marching is that their idea of choice in 

their view is being threatened.  Now there was a gr oup of women 

that the leaders of the march felt compelled to pub licly repudiate.  

It was a group called "Feminists for Life."  Now th is was a group 

of women who agreed with much of what the march was  standing for 

but who said life is sacred and the taking of that life is a 

grievous sin.  For that they were removed.  But und erstand 

something, this is a classic example of how the wor ld works.  You 

have a march to celebrate choice and it feels compe lled to 

eliminate a group of people for choosing a choice n ot in line with 

the organization that celebrates choice.  I mean, h ow this 

organization labeled themselves pro a choice, they would be above 

board, they would be speaking in some ways a truth,  but that's not 

how the world works.  Everything is done with a sle ight-of-hand.  

Instead of the ostensible appearance is that -- the y want you to 

think that the ostensible appearance is that you ha ve the ability 

to make choices when everybody knows there's only o ne choice that's 

acceptable, and if you don't endorse that choice, o nce again, you 
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are a hater.  You are a hater who wants to deny wom en the basic 

rights to their own bodies.  That's how the darknes s operates.  And 

the reason why and what Jesus says to us is if the world hates you, 

know that it has hated him before it hated you.  

You see, it 's incredibly complicated now to determi ne who the good 

guys and the bad guys are because by virtue of its nature, the 

world hides its true intent in darkness.  But over against that 

darkness, over against that darkness is something t hat the kingdom 

of God revels in and it's something that it refers to as "the 

light."  And here's the amazing thing about the lig ht.  No one who 

has it has it because they deserve it.  I mean, any  one of you who 

have been given enough light to determine and see j ust how this war 

has fought have been given it because you've receiv ed a gift.  

Ephesians 2:8  says:  For by grace you have been saved through 

faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the g ift of God, not 

a result of works, so that no one may boast.   You see, you have 

that light because you've been privileged to be giv en eyes to see 

and ears to hear.  And if you are a child of God, i t 's because God 

has reached down into that darkness and he has yank ed you up and 

placed you in the light.  He makes that crystally c lear in 1 Peter 

2:9, he says:  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim 

the excellencies of him who called you out of darkn ess into his 
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marvelous light.   

What you have to understand about the world is it 's  not a place, 

it's a system.  It's an entire framework of life de signed to shake 

its fist at God without the average citizen of the world even 

realizing it.  So we start to wonder how in the wor ld did we ever 

as a culture get to the place where we can look at things like 

evolution and homosexuality and abortion and see th em as a normal 

part of living life in 21st century North America?  We wonder how 

did they become part of the fabric of our culture?  Well, they are 

in fact exactly how the world operates.  They are t he essence of 

darkness masquerading as light.  But over against t hat, God says to 

his sheep, you are a holy nation, you have been cal led out of 

darkness to proclaim the excellencies of him who ca lled you out of 

that darkness into his marvelous light.  But then J esus tells us 

precisely what we can expect.  He says:  "If the world hates you, 

know that it has hated me before it hated you."   

But again, we're talking here about bearing fruit a nd this is where 

fruit bearing comes in play.  You see, the world ha s its points of 

influence where it has stabbed its darkness into th e light all the 

while masquerading as light and God calls on us to push back that 

darkness but he tells us that we have to fight in a  unique way.  We 

have to fight the way he fights.  And Romans 12:21  sums it all up, 
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it says:  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.   

That's a completely different way of responding to the world's 

evil.  And you know, we can sing it, we're very com fortable singing 

all about it, but do we really believe it?  Do we r eally practice 

it?  The world says evolution defines where we come  from and where 

we are going and the kingdom says no, no, this worl d is a gift, and 

you're responsible for stewarding it.  You know, bo th sides have 

ample reason to seek to protect the environment fro m two completely 

different starting points.  Living as a responsible  steward of the 

earth is a way of overcoming evil with good.  So is  a healthy 

marriage.  You know, the world points to the sickne ss of the state 

of our marriages and it points to that as a means o f legitimizing 

same-sex marriages, it couldn't be worse as they sa y, and they have 

a point.  Celebrating marriage the way God intends it to be is 

another way of overcoming evil with good.  And the same applies to 

abortion.  It 's not just holding a position, it 's a ctively doing 

something about it, whether it 's foster care, wheth er it's Young 

Lives or volunteering at a pregnancy center, it 's d oing something.  

Again, you attack the world at its systems the way God intends us 

to attack the world; you overcome evil with good. 

There's a lot of talk these days about refugees and  what the 

government is doing and how the government is suppo sed to respond 

to that but, you know, you can wait for years for t hat to 
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straighten itself out or you can seek to overcome e vil with good 

right here and right now by contacting Catholic Cha rities or the 

International Rescue Committee and saying, "Here am  I, what can I 

do to overcome this evil?"  All of the scriptures t hat I see quoted 

in support of the care of strangers, well, they app ly right here, 

right now, not just to governments but to us as ind ividuals.  Why 

wait for the government to do what is biblical when  every one of us 

has an obligation to lead biblical lives as individ uals?  I was 

thinking about it and I think one of the worst refu gee situations 

we have is the kids who are stuck in foster care.  I mean that's 

where the world fails terribly.  I know a little bi t about that 

because my son and his wife have been into foster c are and they say 

the system is incredibly broken and it desperately needs people who 

are willing to shed light into that darkness, peopl e who are 

willing to overcome evil with good.  

I was looking at Desiring God , and there was a section in there 

about that.  This is Darren Carlson.  He says this,  he says:  

Foster care is a system run by the government -- th at is the world, 

and you can expect exactly how the world works it - - where minors 

are put into the custody of the state and placed wi th foster 

parents to care for their daily needs.  Brokenness festers among 

foster care children.  Many of the teenagers have s ignificant needs 

due to years of abuse and abandonment.  Some will p hysically attack 
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you or your children.  Many teenagers are even livi ng in shelters 

because it's hard to find a family to take them in.   Others are 

junior high children who are confused about their s exuality having 

been abused by their parents or family friends.  St ill others are 

in elementary school and have had to be pulled out of their home 

because of a drug raid where their mom and her boyf riend were 

arrested.  My son knows all about that stuff, happe ns all the time.  

Foster care, they say, is hard on foster parents.  If you care for 

newborns, you encounter things like meth and cocain e addiction or 

fetal alcohol syndrome.  You may receive a call l ik e the one to a 

friend, asking, "This newborn's mom has HIV.  No on e is willing to 

take her.  Will you?"  

I acknowledge the refugee crisis is real but it 's o ut there, it 's 

somewhere on the political horizon.  Foster care is  as near as your 

home.  We've had people in this congregation who ha ve done that and 

have just reached out and been foster parents.  It ' s literally 

overcoming evil with good.  And that's where fruit bearing comes 

into play.  But again, God says when you exercise l ove, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentlen ess and self-

control, don't expect the world to appreciate it.  God says in as 

straight forward language as he can that it will no t.  He said if 

the world hates you, know that it has hated him bef ore it hated 

you.  Furthermore Jesus says in John 15:  "Remember the word that I 
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said to you:  'A servant is not greater than his ma ster.'  If they 

persecuted me, they will also persecute you."   We get only tiny, 

tiny little tastes of the rejection that Jesus got from the moment 

of his birth when Herod actually tried to murder hi m until his 

final breath on the cross having experienced the re jection of his 

own Father.  So I think Jesus can speak from experi ence when he 

tells us not to expect attaboys from the world.  

As the elders begin to distribute the bread, I want  us for take 

some time to consider the cost of identifying with the one who was 

hated without a cause and consider what God is sayi ng to you about 

how you can personally overcome evil.  I also would  like us to 

consider this warning that God gives about communio n itself in 1 

Corinthians 11.  He says this:  But let a man examine himself, and 

so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  For he who eats 

and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks ju dgment to 

himself, not discerning the Lord's body.  For this reason many are 

weak and sick among you, and many sleep.  For if we  would judge 

ourselves, we would not be judged.  But when we are  judged, we are 

chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned  with the world.  

And I say this every single time, I say communion i s an extremely 

serious undertaking and to enter into it in an unwo rthy manner as 

to literally court disaster.  And so I ask if you'r e not absolutely 

confident that you are a child of the King, then ju st pass the 
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elements by when they come to you.  If you first ne ed to be 

reconciled to your brother and sister before you br ing your 

sacrifice to the altar, pass the elements on.  Agai n, on the other 

hand, I say this as well, you can make the mistake of thinking that 

unless you're living a flawless Christian life that  you're not 

worthy to receive communion, and we know that, too,  is also a 

mistake the enemy loves to pile on.  Being a child of the King 

doesn't mean that you don't sin, it doesn't mean th at you never 

fail.  What it means is that you recognize that you  have received 

the gift, the gift of salvation and the gift of sal vation means you 

understand you're never capable of earning it.  It ' s a gift.  I 

quote Dane Ortlund, he says this:  "In the kingdom of God the one 

thing that qualifies you is knowing that you don't qualify, and the 

one thing that disqualifies you is thinking that yo u do."  It also 

means that when we do fail, when we have sinned and  we are aware of 

that sin, it's because the Holy Spirit of God is wi thin us 

convicting us, and so we grieve and we grieve as ch ildren who know 

we have a Father who longs to forgive us and cleans e us.  God says 

in 1 John 1:9:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful  and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unri ghteousness.   So 

being a child of the King doesn't mean that we are flawless, 

doesn't mean that we are without sin.  What it does  mean is that we 

understand when we do sin we have an advocate with the Father, we 

have someone speaking out in heaven on our behalf.  1 John 2:1  
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says:  My dear children, I write this to you so that you w ill not 

sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father 

-- Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.   And so because we have Jesus's 

righteousness and not our own, we are now free to e at from this 

table.  So if you love your Lord, don't deny yourse lf the privilege 

that Jesus purchased for you.  He lived the life th at we were 

supposed to live and then he died the death we all deserved to die 

so that we could be made worthy of heaven.  And so as we sit here 

just marveling at the fact that by his blood we are  made righteous 

and that by his blood we are enabled to eat at his table.  I want 

you to consider the other part of that formula.  Ar e you willing to 

be hated without a cause as he was?  Are you willin g to overcome 

evil with good?  

1 Corinthians 11:23  says:  For I received from the Lord what I also 

delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 

betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 

said, "This is my body which is for you.  Do this i n remembrance of 

me."   So take, and eat.  

John 15:17  says:  "These things I command you so that you will love 

one another.  If the world hates you, know that it has hated me 

before it hated you.  If you were of the world, the  world would 

love you as its own; but because you are not of the  world, but I 
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chose you out of the world, therefore the world hat es you."   We are 

commanded to love knowing the response to refusing to accept the 

world's view of reality is going to be hate.  You k now, I've spoken 

about the hatred that the world already has towards  anyone who 

defies its systems, but there's a deeper hatred tha n that.  I 've 

shared this story before but I don't know of anothe r one that 

better il lustrates the point, so I'm going to repea t it, and it's 

R.C. Sproul.  It 's a story that he tells in his boo k The Holiness 

of God, and he spoke of a time when Billy Graham played gol f with 

President Ford and there were two other PGA golfers  that were 

playing in that same round.  And after the round wa s over, one of 

the PGA golfers was asked what was it l ike to go go lfing with Billy 

Graham?  They said the man grew red in his face and  you could just 

see steam coming out of his ears and he started to curse and he 

said, "You know something?  I don't need Billy Grah am shoving his 

religion down my throat."  He said the man was so s teamed that they 

gave him some time to just kind of cool down, but t hen a friend 

came up to him and finally asked him if Billy had g iven him a 

really hard time out there on the course.  The pro said, "No, he 

didn't even mention religion.  I just had a bad rou nd."  Well, this 

is the way Sproul put it in his book.  He said Bill y Graham is so 

identified with religion, so associated with the th ings of God that 

his very presence is enough to smother the wicked m an who flees 

when no man pursues.  Luther was right.  The pagan does tremble at 
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the rustling of a leaf.  He feels the hound of heav en breathing 

down his neck.  He feels crowded by holiness.  Even  if it is only 

made present by an imperfect, partially sanctified human vessel.  

If the world hates you, know that it has hated him before it has 

hated you.  

When we lived in California, I once went to dinner with a couple 

that I knew from back east who were out in San Fran cisco on 

vacation.  If you ever go to live in a place where people like to 

go to, whether it 's Florida or San Francisco or som e other place 

like that, you find you're going to have a lot more  people who want 

to visit you, which is fine if you like hospitality  and we enjoyed 

that, that was fine.  But this couple came out and I didn't know 

the guy real well, I knew the gal well.  And so we went out to eat 

and they wanted to know why I was so different, wha t had changed so 

much in me.  And in the course of the dinner, I sai d, you know, I 

pointed out that no man's goodness was good enough to satisfy a 

holy God but that God himself had become one of us,  that he had 

lived out his life perfectly, that he had gone to t he cross and he 

was willing to exchange his life of perfection for our life of sin.  

And I could see that the guy was starting to get ag itated.  And he 

had had a couple of drinks and so he was kind of ge tting loosened 

up, and as we walked back to our apartment -- and a gain you got to 

remember, you're in a city, we lived in the Richmon d District 
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which, you know, you got apartments on both sides a nd as you're 

walking down to the apartment, your voice tends to carry and bounce 

like you're in kind of an echo chamber.  And so he was so agitated 

that he just started -- he started to raise his voi ce, then he 

started to scream and yell at the top of his lungs.   "So I'm not 

good enough for God?  So no matter what I do, it's not going to be 

acceptable to your God, is that how it works?"  I s aid, "Yeah, 

that's how it works."  And he got louder and louder  and I said, 

"That's how it works, but Jesus Christ came and die d for you."

He got louder and louder and I got softer and softe r thinking a 

soft answer turns away wrath and didn't want to get  into it right 

in the middle of the block as we were going down, b ut I stil l 

remember him shouting, I remember his companion try ing to calm him 

down and I was thinking of that same story that Spr oul tells of the 

anger that was in this golfer, and I understood exa ctly what was 

going on.  

As the elders distribute the cup, I want you to con sider one 

sentence from Sproul that sums up what Jesus is tel ling us about 

why folks react so negatively to the gospel and why  the love of 

Christ is so frequently met with the hatred of man.   Sproul said, 

he feels the hound of heaven breathing down his nec k.  You see, 

nobody comes into the kingdom of God without confro nting their sin 

and no one finds that pleasant.  And we're all, as Sproul says, 
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imperfect, partially sanctified human vessels doing  what Christ has 

called us to do and that is to bear fruit.  And to the extent that 

we bear that fruit will be the extent that we are f ollowing after 

our master who said:  "'A servant is not greater than his master.'  

If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you .  If they kept 

my word, they will also keep yours."   And what he's saying here, 

what he's -- understand what Jesus is trying to get  across here.  

He's saying don't be shocked, don't be surprised an d most of all 

don't be silenced when folks don't respond to your gospel with warm 

fuzzies.  I'm not put off in the slightest by peopl e's bad reaction 

to the gospel because I vividly remember what a fla t out jerk I was 

when people decided to share the gospel with me, wh en people 

approached me when I was still an enemy of the gosp el.  I remember 

those folks understood how to overcome evil with go od, and Christ's 

call to be fruit bearers really means that we are t o represent the 

loveliness of Christ in every way, so much so that the only thing 

that should be offensive about you and me when we p resent the 

gospel, the only thing that should be an offense is  Christ.  2 

Corinthians 6  says:  We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no 

fault may be found with our ministry, but as servan ts of God we 

commend ourselves in every way.   I' l l be the first one to say it 

becomes increasingly difficult to walk the line tha t calls out evil 

as evil and good as good while stil l demonstrating the love of 

Christ, because the world has now successfully conf lated conviction 
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with hatred.  And it responds exactly how Jesus sai d it would 

respond.  Jesus said:  "If you were of the world, the world would 

love you as its own; but because you are not of the  world, but I 

chose you out of the world, therefore the world hat es you."   See, 

to warn someone that they are on the pathway to des truction is the 

most loving thing you can do, but the world has suc cessfully 

translated that sacred responsibility into hate spe ech, and the 

more you're willing to love that way, the more you can expect a 

pushback from the world.  After all, if the world h ates you, know 

that it hated him before it hated you.  

You know what the worst reaction to the gospel is?  It's not 

shouting, it's not anger, it 's not mockery; it is i nstead 

indifference.  I've experienced all of those reacti ons, and by far 

the person who says, "Hey, man, hey, I'm glad that works for you, 

I'm glad you're into it.  I 'm not into it."  That's  the person I 

have the least amount of hope for.  Jesus said in Revelation 3:  "I 

know your works:  You are neither cold nor hot.  Wo uld that you 

were either cold or hot!  So, because you are lukew arm, and neither 

hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth."   And Jesus is 

speaking to churches but that applies across the bo ard to people.  

Indifference is the most deadly form of rejection t hat you can get.  

I much prefer my friend shouting out his hostility than someone who 

is condescendingly dismissive as I always was when people tried to 
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share the gospel with me.  But either way, the figh t, the fight 

belongs to us, and our way of fighting is clear.  Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.   

There are three things that Jesus is teaching us in  our scripture 

this morning.  Number one, don't ever, ever expect a pat on the 

back or an attaboy from the world simply because yo u've 

demonstrated the fruit of the Spirit.  Expect a pus hback and 

understand why.  Again, verse 21:  "But all these things they will 

do to you on account of my name, because they do no t know him who 

sent me."   And number two, be encouraged that you are follow ing in 

the footsteps of your Master.  Jesus said, "'A servant is not 

greater than his master.'  If they persecuted me, t hey will 

persecute you."   And number three, be encouraged that the world's 

pushback of the gospel given, of the fight fought o n Christ's terms 

where the only offense that we give is the offense of Christ 

himself and whether that response may be in terms o f mocking or 

threats or flat out lies, it is a sign of God's ble ssing.  Jesus 

said in Matthew 5:  "Blessed are you when others revile you  and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against y ou falsely on my 

account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is g reat in heaven, 

for so they persecuted the prophets who were before  you."   

Consider the cost of bearing fruit for Christ.  Con sider also the 
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greater cost of refusing to do so.  Just take a mom ent to meditate.  

1 Corinthians 11  says:  In the same manner he also took the cup 

after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant  in my blood.  

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance o f me."   So take, 

and drink.  

This is our part that we call heads, heart, and fee t, where we 

ascribe a practical application to what it is it me ans to remember 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  And I saw on Facebook just the other day a 

scripture quoted, and the scripture was Romans 13:10 , it said:  

Love does no harm to its neighbor; therefore love i s the 

fulfil lment of the law.   Now, the context of that scripture was a 

cartoon.  And the cartoon consisted of three suited  preachers 

surrounding a prone person lying on the ground blee ding, he's 

covered with a rainbow flag, and the preachers are beating him with 

bibles.  This was a Christian who had put out this -- this cartoon.  

And what they were trying to say is that -- and aga in, let me 

repeat the quote:  Love does no harm to its neighbors; therefore 

love is the fulfillment of the law.   What they were clearly trying 

to say is that Christians, evangelicals, harm their  neighbors, they 

beat them down with their bibles.  You know, Ephesi ans 4 says that 

we are to be speaking the truth in love, and that's  a balancing 

act.  That has two different parts.  If you speak n othing but the 

truth, well, you're a legalist or a Pharisee.  If y ou have nothing 
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but love, you're probably a liberal.  But you have to have both.  

Romans 12:18  says this also, it says:  If possible, as far as it 

depends on you, be at peace with everyone.   You know, it also says 

put no obstacle in anyone's way, and that was what I was trying to 

say is that the offense that we are allowed to be t o those we share 

the gospel is Christ.  And if you're one of those p eople that are 

thumping somebody with your Bible, then that cartoo n applies to you 

and that's not the offense of Christ, that's the of fense of us.  We 

have to find the way to make Christ alone the offen se.  You know, 

for Sproul's case, the example that he gave, the go lfer, the 

offense was Christ alone.  My friend at the restaur ant, the offense 

was Christ alone.  You know, we have opportunities to see what it 's 

like to actually work out what it means to overcome  evil with good 

even here in our neighborhood.  You know, people ge t into all kinds 

of squabbles.  We got into a squabble with our neig hbor right over 

there because some kids went into his yard and step ped on some of 

his flowers and he was very unhappy, some people en croached on his 

parking space.  I don't know if you know it, but on e day he got out 

a stepladder and he put a boom box on it and he tur ned it on rock 

and roll and he cranked it all up so that we could hear his 

displeasure.  And so we wanted to find out what in essence the 

problem was.  And so we went over there and basical ly what he said 

is your kids stepped on our flowers, my flowers, an d I hate your 

music coming out of the windows when I'm trying to sleep in the 
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morning.  We could do two things.  We could say, we ll, we've got 

our rights and you've got your rights and we can st art a big fight.  

That's what everybody else does.  That's the way it  works.  We 

said, you know something?  We're sorry.  Our kids h ad no business 

being over in your yard.  One of us baked him a tra y of brownies, 

we got him a gift card at Wal-Mart.  We said it won 't happen again, 

and we will be very careful to keep our windows clo sed in the 

morning when you get up.  He didn't know how to res pond to that.  I 

mean he's ready to duke it out.  Overcome evil with  good.  He had 

-- he sent us a card thanking us for our kindness.  That doesn't 

happen all the time.  In fact, sometimes when you t ry that, people 

respond in a very brutal way but they respond that way because they 

don't know what to do.  Everybody around us in this  world is used 

to punching back.  They're not used to dealing with  somebody who 

fights the way Christ tells us to fight.  They're n ot used to 

dealing with somebody who says you overcome evil wi th good.  There 

is a power in that, a supernatural power in that.  God is willing 

to give it to everyone of us and when we try it, we  will have that 

power.  That doesn't guarantee results, but it guar antees that 

you're doing it the way Christ would do it.  And so  I want to ask 

us all this morning if there's somebody in your lif e right now that 

is working evil into your life, if there is somebod y that you could 

point at and you would love to just pop 'em one rig ht in the nose, 

you'd love to act the way the world acts, you'd lov e to respond the 
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way the world responds, why not try to fight this o ne Christ's way?  

Why not try to overcome evil with good?  So if you have somebody in 

mind, I'd like to close in prayer and I just ask th at you keep that 

person in mind as we pray.  

Father, I thank you for who you are, I thank you fo r the words that 

you have spoken to us and we understand if we are h ated, it's 

because you were hated first.  If we are persecuted , it 's because 

you were persecuted first.  And Father, there are p eople who hate 

us, there are people who persecute us for reasons t hat have 

something to do with the kingdom or nothing to do w ith the kingdom, 

but you have told us that the response you expect f rom us is to 

overcome evil with good.  And so I pray for every s ingle person 

this morning who may be thinking of somebody who is  working evil in 

their lives, that you would give us, give them the grace, the 

wisdom, the peace, and the power to respond in some  specific 

concrete way that represents good, that they would unleash that 

power, that supernatural ability, Lord, that they w ould be obedient 

to you, and that you would take pleasure in that.  And I pray this 

in Jesus' name.  Amen.  
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